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PREFACE. 



"VTO books arc more generally or more eagerly 
read than voyages and travels. They are rec- 
ommended by every circtifcnftance that can excite cu- 
riofity, or engage attention. They unite, in a Angu- 
lar manner, the oppofite beauties of unity and variety. 
We attend the traveller over fcas, iflands, and conti- 
nents ; from the fcene of events illuftrious in the an- 
nals of antiquity, he conducts us to vifit places die- 
ting uifhed by /fome great 'tranfa&ions of modern 

times > from wars and battles, he turns to agricul- 
ture, manufactures, and commerce ; with the detail 
of his adventures, he interweaves the hiftory of fei- 
ence, laws, arts, and manners ; with fads in general 
hiftory, he communicates anecdotes, and exhibits 
portraits of private characters : Yet the hero of the, 
tale is ftill the fame ; the author and the hero are 
one ; his defign is not fully accomplifhed till the ter- 
mination of his travels. 

Even in this age, while a fpirit x>f difcovery is fo 
generally prevalent, when fo many voyages have been 
made to explore the remoteft parts of the globe, and 
fo many enterprifing travellers have penetrated into 
regions before unknown, — fcarce have any travels 
( been fo impatiently expected by the public, or any 
adventures fo eagerly inquired after, as tllofe of Mr." 
Bruce. 

a Concerning 
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Concerning Abyflinia the ancients had communi- 
cated only a few dark imperfeft hints, which ferved 
to excite curiofity, but afforded nothing to gratify it. 
In that vaft country, they imagined the fources of the 
Nile to be concealed ; the laws -of nature were there 
• fufpe&ed to vary in their operation ; it was thought 
to be inhabited by monftrous animals, and favage 
tribes of men, Angularly diftinguifhed from the reft of 
die world by afpeft, difpofitions, and manners. 

Inquiry or accident had, indeed, made the mod- 
erns fomewhat better acquainted with that part of 
Africa. Chriftianity was accidentally introduced 
there, and the circumftances of its introdu&ion drew 
ur>on Abyflinia the attention of the reft of the Chrift- 
ian world ; as its eftablifhment occafioned a regular 
intercourfe between the Chriftians of Abyflinia and 
thofe of Egypt. The Portuguefe had afterwards 
found their way thither, aflbcia ted with the natives, and 
taken a part in their civil diflenfions. They had car* 
ried not only foldiers, but Jefuits into that country ; 
and had the Jefuits been men of more enlightened 
minds, and lefs infuriated by blind zeal, they might 
poflibly have contributed to civilize the rude feroci- 
ty of the Abyflinians \ and, at the fame time, might 
have explored the topography of their country, ob- 
feived their cuftoms and manners, and traced their 
hiftory. But the objeft of the Jefuits was to extend 
the influence of the See of Rome, not to illuftrate the 
^ hiftory of the regions into which they penetrated. 
The fads which they communicate are almoft al- 
ways fufpicious ; for we know them to have been 
ftjrnjtimes caretefs m their inquiries, and often difpof- 

cd to difguife or conceal the truth. 

To 
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- To difcover, therefore* many particulars) concern- 
ing which no information had been received, to dete& 
fal&hood, to explore fables, and to afcertain truths,— 
to add, in fhort, another part to the hiftory of fociety, 
and to enlarge, as it were, the limits of the known 
"world — was a talk which remained to be performed 
by fome traveller into Abyifinia, 

When the public were informed, upon Mr, Bruce's 
return into Europe, that he had accompli(he,d thft 
talk ; having undertaken it out of curiofity, benevo- 
lence, and a love of enterprife, and. having, in the 
prdfecution of his undertaking, braved dangers, and 
furmounted difficulties, which* to a man of barely 
ordinary prudence and intrepidity, muft have proved 
abfolutely infuperable ; the account was heard with a 
mixture of wonder and incredulity, which produced a 
very impatient and anxious expe&atfon of a particular 
narrative of his .travels. Although the publication of 
fueh a narrative was long delayed, yet the fufpicious 
faints which were, from time to time, invidioufly 

thrown out by his enemies*, the candid remonftran- 

ces 

* The following remark of Baron de Tott, feems to have 
been wantonly thrown out to prepare the world for receiv- 
ing Mr. Bruce's narrative with fufpicion, and has not entire- 
ly failed of its effect : 

A traveller of the name of Bruce, pretends, I am told, to 
have difcovered them. — I faw at Cairo the fervant he took 
with him; the guide who conducted hirb ; the companion 
of his journey. I thoroughly afcertained the tadt, that he 
had no knowledge whatever of this difcovery ; in anfwer to 
which, it can only be faid, that fo learned a man as Mr.' 
Bruce was not obliged to give an account of bis obfervations 
to his valet. The pride of celebrity is loft in a defart ; the 

diftin&ion 
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ccs and defences urged by his friends*, and the novel- 
ty and importance of the information which he had 
to communicate, ftill kept up the expectation of the 
public, and prepared them to receive and examine 

his 

diftincYion of matter and fcrvant difappear before the wants 
which furround them, mutually anxious, and compelled as 
they mull be, to communicate together, and to afford each 
other mutual fuccours, the ftro'ngeft alone muft have the fu- 
periority over his companions ; and the valet I am fpeaking 
of, born in the country, had inconteftably the Left right of 
warranting, even to Mr, Bruce himfelf, a difcovery merel y 
topographical. 

* The following accurate paper, faid to have been writ- 
ten either by the Hon. Dailies Barrington, or by Mr. Mafon, 
affords a refutation of the afperfions of de Tott : 

> The many voyages for the better knowledge of the globe 
We inhabit, have been one of the mod diftinguifhed glories of 
the present reign. 

Mod of thefe, however, have rather beerf undertaken to 
explore very diftant feas and coafts, than to procure infor- 
mation with regard to the interior parts of the four great 
continents^ 

In Europe even, we are not fo well acquainted with dif- 
tritts which belong to the TurkiQi empire as we fhould be ; 
and we are ftill more ignorant in the Afiatic quarter, of that 
immenfe traft which lies between Thibet and the north-eait 
extremity. 

As for South America, we muft be chiefly contented with 
fuch opportunities of accefs as thejealoufy of the Spaniards 
will fometimes indulge to the curiofity of the French, though 
fuch refearches are always denied to Englishmen. 

The more interior parts of Africa, however, are equally 
open to every European nation, provided it contains travel- 
lers of enter prife and abilities \ and in this divifion of the 

globe 
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ftis narrative with general eagernefs, whenever be 
fhoukl bring it forward. 

To the entire fetisfa&ion of his friends, and the 
confufion of thofe who invidioufly traduced his char* 

after, 

globe the admiflion to Abyffinia hath generally been fuppofed 
to be the moft difficult. It is therefore much to be regretted, 
that *when an Englifhman (fo eminently qualified as Mr. 
Bruce) hath madefo long a reiidence in this unfrequented em- 
pire, that the public fhould not have yet received the very in- 
rerefting information ftom him which he is certainly enabled 
to give them. It is much to be feared, indeed, that the pro£ 
£e& of this communication is a diftajtt one, and perhaps on- 
ly to be expected after Mr. Bruce's death, which both his- 
make and. health feem. to remove the danger of for lever*!* 
years.. 

A late traveller, however, the Baron de Totr, hath infinu- 
aied that Mr. Bruce was never at the fources of the Nile, (>e- 
caufe Mr. Bruce's fervant (who was with him in Abyffinia) 
faid at Cairo,* that he never accompanied bis mailer to any 
fucb fpot. 

If therefore this infmuat ion continues uncontradicted, ar 
well as many other reports to the prejudice of our very dif- 
tinguiflied traveller, the publication (whenever it may take 
place) will not receive the entire credit, which I am perfuad- 
ed it will raoft amply deferve. 

Having therefore, lately procured the means of disproving- 
this, moft ill-founded infinuation of the Baren deTott, as 
well as fome other objections which have been circulated a- 
gainft tbe credit of Mr. Bruce's much to be expelled narra- 
tive, I think that it is right fnch information flioujd be early 
laid before the public. I ran ft at the fame time premife, that 
though I have the honour to be known to Mr. Bruce, yet our 
acquaintance is not of the moft intimate kind, nor have I feen 
him for feveral years. He will not moreover receive the 
moll diftant intimation of what 1 am now publiJblng, other* 

A a *» 
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after, and queftioned his veracity, he has, at length, 
prefented the detail of his travels to the world. 
They are fufficiently interesting to juftify the eager 
anxiety with which they were expe&ed ; and are 

marked 

wife ttye defence (if any is requisite) would be infinitely more 
ftrong and accurate. 

James Bruce, Efq ; of Kinnaird, is a gentleman of confid- 1 
erable family and fortune ; and in 1763 was appointed Con- 
ful to Algiers, wherrte continued till 1765. 

In June 1764, he requefted leave of abfence from the Sec- 
* retary of State for the Southern Department, in order to 
make fome drawings of antiquities near Tunis, for which Mr. 
Bruce hath very considerable talents. 

In Mr. Brace's lad letter from Algiers to the fame fecreta. 
ry, (dated December 29th, 1764,) Mr. Brace alludes to anoth- 
N cr leave of abfence, which he had like wife requested, that he 
might vifit parts of the African continent. 

How long he continued in Africa, I have not had the op» 

port unity of procuring information, but having intention* 
afterwards of vifiting Palmyra, he was Shipwrecked on the 
coait of Tunis, and plundered of every thing by the barba- 
rous inhabitants. % - 

The moft diftreffing part of the lofs, was probably that ef 
his instruments, fo neceflary to a fcientific traveller ; and 
though he afterwards procured fome of thefe, yet others 
(particularly a quadrant) could not be recovered. 

Mr. Bruce, however, determining to repair this lofs as fooo 
as poffible from France, fo much nearer to him than England, 
was Co -fortunate as to be provided, with a time-piece and 
quadrant from that quarter. 

Where he continued after his Shipwreck, J have not heard 

with any degree a>f accuracy ; but on the 28th of January, 

1768, he was at a French houfe- in Aleppo, by which route 

be probably returned from Palmyra. 

Where 
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narked with f uch an air of truth, that no man of un- 
4erftanding and candour, who reads over the work* 
wiJJ ever hefitate to receive the fa&s which it relates* 
as fully authentic. Although it fbould be allowed* 

that 
"Where and when Mr. Bruce received the French inftrn- 
ments is not known ; but as he was ftill bent on vifiting Abyf- 
finia, he gave a commiffion to Mr. "W. Ruffel, F. R. S. for a 
refle&ing telefcope, made by Bird or Short, a watch with a 
band to point feconds, and the neweit and completed Englifh 
Aftronomical Tables ; all of which were to befent to Mr. Fre- 
meaux, and forwarded to him at Alexandria before AugufL 

•On the 20th of March, 1768, Mr. Bruce was a,t Sidon, on 
tbecoaft of Syria, and wrote to Mr.'Ruffel from thence for 
the following additional inftruments, viz. a twelve-feet re- 
flecting telefcope, to be divided into pieces of 3 feet and joined 
with (crews.. This telefcope was alfo accompanied by two 
thermometers and two portable barometers. Mr. Bruce 
moreover informed Mr. Rutfel, that he was going Into a 
country (viz. Abyffinia) from which few travellers had re* 
turned * and wifhed Mr. Rufiel> or his philofopbical friends* 
would tend him their defiderata, as he was entirely at their 
fervice. Mr. Bruce added, that if he could not obtain admi£- 
lion into Abyffinia, he (Hit would do his beft in the caufe of 
fcience on the eajftera coaXl of the Red Sea*. 

-As Mr* Bruce had dire&ed the inftruments to be ready for 
him at Alexandria by the beginning of Auguft 1768, it is 
probable that he reached Cairo about that time ; from whence 
he proceeded to Abyffinia, by way of Jedda> Mazava,. and 
Arqtiito. 

Whilft Mr. Bruce was at Jedda, he was met by fome Englilk 
gentlemen returning from the Eaft-Iridies > amongft whom 
was Mr. Newland, who hath publilhed a map of the Red Sea; 
and who availed himfelf of Mr. Bruce's obfervations to fix 
the fituation of that port. 

. It is fuppofed that Mr. Bruce did not continue long at 
Jedda, as he is faid to have explored the coaft on the caft fide 

at 
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the ladies of the royal family of Abyflinia, on which 
Sir Sampfon values himfelf in Love for Love ; and 
though the news-paper critics mayamufe themfelves 
with laughing at the abfurdity of fome of his politi- 
cal 

"That Mr. Bruce left Cairo in 1768, and proceeded thence 
by way of Jedda, Mazava, and Arquito, into Abyffinja. 

*« That in 1771, a Greek came from Gondar in Abyflinia, 
who bad a draft from Mr. Bruce on a French merchant at 
Cairo (named Rofe) for fome hundreds of German crowns, 
Which wefe paid immediately. This draft was accompanied 
by a letter from Mr. Bruce, and was the firft time that he 
had been heard .of at Cairo fince his departure in 1768. 

*« That after Mr. Bruce's return to Cairo in 1773, Mr. An- 
tes faw a young Armenian and his father (who came like wife 
from Gondar) at Mr. Pini's, an Italian merchant of Cairo, 
where they and Mr. Bruce, converted in the Abyffinian lan- 
guage, and (eemecTglad to meet him again. 

" That Mr. Bruce returned to Cairo from Abyffista by way 
of Nubia and Upper Egypt ; which can be fully attefled by 
the Francifcan friars who are eUabl'imed-at Ifne near Afyuwan, 
which latter is the higheft town of Upper Egypt. 

" That during Mr. Bruce's (lay at Cairo, which was not 
left than four months, no .day palled without their feeing 
each other, which gave Mr. Antes frequent opportunities of 
inquiring with regard to Aby/finia, concerning which he was 
particularly inter elted from a reafon before dated, 

"That Mr. Antes likewife frequently converted with Mi- 
chael, Mr. Bruce's Greek fervant, who is Haled to have by no 
means had a lively imagination, and who always agreed with 
the circumftances mentioned by his matter, and more partfcu • 
laVly in relation to their having vrfited the fources of the Kile, 
which the Baron Tott doubts of, from haring had a converfa- 
tion with this fame Greek fervant.'* > 

* 

Mr. Antes add*, " That Baron Tott ftaid but a few days 

at 
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cal opinions) or etpofing the inaccuracy of his aftron* 
omical calculations ; and the friends of Sparrman 
may wifh, that in cenfuring that enthufiaftic and in- 
defatigable ftudenc of nature; he had, at leaft ufed 

language 

at Cairo : and from his fhort refidence in that country, hath 
given (everal erroneous accounts relative to Egypt. Mr. An- 
tes on the other hand, had almoft daily converfations with 
Michael for feveral years, and often in relation to the fources 
of the Nile." 

Laftly, " That after Mr. Bruce left Cairo, Mr. Antes had 
converted with others who had known Mr. Bruce in Abyffinia, 
and that he wtis there called Maa im Jakube> or Mr. James.?* 
After this ftate of fafts, I conceive that no one»can entertain 
a reasonable doubt with regard to Mr. Bruce's not only having 
vifited, but xefided long in Abyffinia ; though it is remarka- 
ble that the Jefuits exprefied the fame doubts in relation to 
Poncet, who had continued there nearly as long as Mr. Bruce* 
Poncet happened to be a layman ; and the Jefuits, perhaps, 
• would not approve of any narrative that did not come from 
father Ben event who accompanied Poncet to Abyffinia, but 
unfortunately died there. 

Driven, however, from this hold, the objedlors will poffi- 
bly retain their incredulity as to many particulars to be re- 
lated, which I will fhort ly endeavour to anfwer, a*t leaft in 
regard to two of the principal ones, which are often' much 
dwelt upon; , 

The firft ©if thefe is, the having vifited the fources of the 
Nile, which, from clafficai education, we cannot eafily believe, 
as they were unknown to the ancients, though they had fo 
great curiofity with regard to this difcoverj. 

Many things, however, have been accomplifhed by travellers 
In modern times, which the ancients never could achieve, and 
which may be attributed to th^ir want of enterprife (as travel- 
lers at leaft) of languages, and laftly, the not being able to fro* 
cure credit when in a dillant country. Mr. Bruce could not have 

continued 
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language not unworthy - of a gentleman : yet, his 
lively defcription jq{ the manners of the Abyfliniana, 
fo happily blended with his own adventures ; his ac- 
curate geography of the Red Sea 5 the a&ivity, firm- 

nefs, 

continued fo ong as he did in Abyffinia, unlefs he had drawn 
from Gondar upon a merchant eftabli/hed at Cairo. 

The difficulty, however, with regard to* peaching the fourc- 
cs of the Nile, arifes principally from the uncivilifed ftate,of 
Abyffinia, unit fs the traveller hath a proper introduction. 
When once this is procured, all difficulties feem to ceafe, as 
we find by Lobo's account of this fame difcovery, and like* 
wife by Poncefs narrative, who was prevented by illnefsfrora 
vifiting the very fpot, but hath given an ample relation from 
an Abyffinian who had often been there. Poncet, moreover, 
had obtained leave from the Emperor to make this journey, 
'.which he Hates as not being a diftant one, and that the Empe- 
ror hath a palace near the very fources. 

If it be doubted whether Mr. Bruce has vUlted every fource 
of the Nile, I anfwer, that perhaps no Englifliman hath taken 
this trouble with regard to the fources of the Thames, which, 
like moil other great rivers, is probably derived from many 
Iprings and rills in different: directions. 

The other objection which I have often heard, is, That 
Mr. Bruce hath mentioned in converfation, that the Abyflmi- 
ans cut a flice.from the living ox, efleemirig it one of their, 
greateft delicacies. 

This fort of dainty indeed is not fo confidered in other 
parts of the globe ; but every nation alnioft hath its peculiar* 
ities in the choice of their food. 

; Do not we eat raw oyfters within a fecond of their being 
feparated from the fhelj ? And do not we roaft both them and 
•jkjfters whitft alive, the barbarity of which practice feems to 
ej^Mftfeof the Abyffinians? Do not cooks /kin eels whilft 
alive? And do not epicures crimp fifh for the gratification of 
their appetites ? That 
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i*efs,i invincible perfeverance, .and vigour of mind 
which neceflarily mark the character of a man who 
has accomplifhed fuch adventures, and not the lefs 
ftrikingly for his difplaying them with little of modeft 

delicacy 

That the Abyffinians eat beef in a raw ftate is agreed, by 
both Lobo and Poncet 5 and the former fays reeking from the 
beaft. Mr. Antes moreover was told by a Francifcan monk, 
who went with the caravan from AbylSnia to Cairo, that he 
was witnefs of an ox being killed, and immediately devoured 
by the band of travellers. 

One reafon, perhaps, for this ufage may be, the great heat of 
the climate., which will not permit meat to be kept aiudicient 
time to make it tender (as with us) ; and it is generally allow- 
ed, that a fowl, drefled immediately after it is killed, is in bet- 
ter order for eating, than* if it is kept four and twenty hours* 

Is it therefore extraordinary, that an Abyfliniah epicure 
may really find (or perhaps fancy) that a piece cut from the 
beaft whilft alive,'may be more tender or have a better relifii. 
than if it is previoufly killed jjy the butcher ? To this I mult 
add, that accordingto the information which I have received 
on this head, Mr. Bruce* s account of this practice is much mif- 
reprefented by the objeclors, who fnppofe that the ox lives a 
confiderable time after thefe pieces are cut from it. When 
thefe dainty bits, however, have been fent to the great man's 
table (and which are probably taken from the flefhy parts) the • 
beaft Toon afterwards expires, when the firft artery is cut, in 
providing flices for the numerous attendants. 

Upon the whole, the not giving credit to a traveller, be- 
caufe he mentions an ufage which is very .different from ours : 
(and is undoubtedly very barbarous) feems rather to argue 
ignorance than acuteiiefs. 

This brings to ray recollection, the incredulity which was 

(hewn to 'another diftmouifhed traveller, Dr, Sh^w, Hho 

having mentioned, in an Oxford common room, Aat fbme 

of the Algerines were fond of lion's fleih, never could obtain 

« B . any 
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delicacy in bis narrative; the jiew and iirosg light 
with which he has illuftrated feveral paflkges in. the 
facred writing which had baffled all former attempt* 
to explain them j~in fhort*. the, peculiarities in the 

chara&er 

■ » 

apy credit afterwards from his brother-fellows of the s fame 
college, though many of them were learned men. 

It is well known, however, though Dr. Shaw dates this 
fame circumftanCe in the publication of his travels, that he is 
cited wltl) thegreateft approbation in almoft every part of 
Europe. 

Th£ natural caufe and progrefs of the incredulity which a 
traveller generally experiences, feems to be the following : — 

When he returns from a diflant, and little frequented coun- 
try, every oue is impatient to hear his narrative, frqm which, 
of courfe, he felects the moft ftriking parts, and particularly 
the ufages which differ moft from our own. Some of the au- 
diance, disbelieving what the traveller hath mentioned, put - 
queftions to him which (how their diftnjft. The traveller by 
this treatment becomes irritated, and anfwers fome of them, 
peevimly, others ironically, of which the interrogators after- 
wards take advantage to his prejudice. 

I have been at the trouble of collecting thefe farts, and 
which I have endeavoured to enforce by fuch obfervations as 
• occurred, from being truly defirous of feeing Mr. Bruce's ac- 
count of Abyfiinia, who is certainly no common traveller, 
nor can the publication be a fuperficial .one, as he refided 
there, fo long. 

I 
» 

That Mr. Bruce hath great talents for the information of 
his readers, appears by his diflertation on the Thebanharp, 
which Dr.'Burney hath ihferted in the firft volume of his Hif- 
^pry of Mufic,and in which Mr. Bruce alfo mentions feveral of 
the Abyffinian inftruments. Mr* Bruce, moreover, is faid to 
have a great facility in learning languages, and talents for 
drawing, nor perhaps was any other traveller furriifhed with 
fo large 2nd fcientific an apparatus of inftruments. This I 

will 
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chara&er of the author, and the fiftgular difficulty 
and utility of his undertaking, mud long enfure to 
his work an high rank among books of the fame na- 
tUTC^ and to himfelf, that reputation for boldnef9, 
verfatility, and energy of mind which he has fo dear- 
ly earned. . 

His volumes have now been fome, months in the 
hands of the public : but eager as mod people were 
to perufe them, their number, fize, and the high 

price 

will add, that Mr, Bruce's Tpirit and enterprise will not be 
eafily equalled. 

If I can therefore be the lead inflruraental in the ealller 
production of fo interefting an account of an almofl unfre- 
quented part of Africa, my pains will be amply repaid. 

As this is my fole view in what is here laid before the pub- 
lic, I am not under the obligation of making ap: logies to 
any one bat to Mr. Bruce himfelf, who perhaps may not have 
occafion to thank me for undertaking his defence, to which 
he is fo much more equal in mofl refpetts. 

A defence, however, from himfelf merely, will never be a 
complete one with thofe who are incredulous, becaufe it niuit 
depend upon afiertions, as there is perhaps no other perfon in 
Europe who ever was in Abyffinia. 

If a traveller defcribes a country frequented by others, be is 
liable to contradiction, and may be foon detected by the crofs 
examination of thofe who have been equally eye-witnefles as 
himfelf. But where is the traveller to be found, who hath 
braved the "dangers that muft have furrounded Mr. Bruce 
during four years refidence in a barbarous empire ? 

Mr. Bruce himfelf, moreover, hatbnot the means of refut- 
ing the groundlefs infinuations of Baron Tott, which 1 have 
happened to procure, and which indeed have been the prin* 
cipal caufe of my entering into this controverfy. 
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price at which they are nqceffariiy fold, have hitherto 
prevented many from gratifying their curiofity. Nor 
does it appear, that they can be readily reduced, even 
though printed on a coarfer paper, in a f ma Her type, 
and in a different form, to fuch a price, that all who 
wifli to read, may conveniently enough purchafe. 
We may therefore hope to be juftified in offering this 
abridgement to the public. It has not been eagerly 
produced to injure the circulation of the original, work. 
It is defigned to extend Mr. Bruce's fame, to render 
the new information, which his book affords more 
generally ufeful ; and thus to promote the chief pur- 
pofes for which he may be fuppofed to have given 
his book to the world. 
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R. Bruce, after a tour through the greateft 
part of Europe, was preparing to retire to his paternal eltate, 
and embrace a life of retirement and ftudy, when he was in- 
formed by his friend, Mr. Wood, that Lord Chatham meant 
to employ him in a particular piece of iervice. He wa*s high- 
ly flattered with the idea of being efleeiiied by Lord Chatham 
worthy of fucli employment though fo young. But he had 
fcarce made himfelf ready to receive his Lordflnp's order* 
when that minifter refigned,. and his hopes of employment 
under him were, of confequence^difappointed. 

After feven or eight months of expenfive attendance, and 
fruitlefs expectations from other ministers, it was at length 
propofed to<him by Lord Halifax, to vifit the coaft oi'Barbary, 
explore the geography and curiofities of that part of Africa, 
and make -draughts of the large an: i magnificent remains of 
ancient buildings which it was faid to contain. Hints were 
dropped how deiirable an object it would be to penetrate to 
the fources of- the Nile; but the enterprise was regarded as 
too arduous to be abfolutely required of him. He was at 
tbe fame time encouraged by thepromife of liberal patronage, 
to engage in an undertaking which, if fuccefsfully accomplish- 
ed, could not fail to do honour to the reign of the fovereign . 
who had newly afcended tbe throne. 

At the very period when this propofal was made, 
the confulflirp of the Britifh nation at Algiers happen- 
ing to become vacant, by the death of the conful, Mr-. 
Bruce was, by the fame nobleman prefTed to accept that 
•mploymeut, as highly favourable to the purppfc of ex- 

B 2, ploriug,. 
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ploring Birbary. He, accepted it without hefitation ; 
hoping to have alfo an 'opportunity of observing the ap- 
proachwg tranfit of Venus at Algiers. Without lofs of time, 
he furniftied himfelf with the necefTary apparatus of inftru- 
ments, fet out for Italy* through France, and after viiiting 
Rome and Naples, embarked at Leghorn for Algiers. ' 

Arrived at Algiers, he found that his undertaking would 
require a ftill greater variety of inftruments, and the co-op- 
eration of forne affiftants. He wrote accordingly to Italy, 
particularly for a fmaller camera obfcura than that which 
he had carried with him, and for fome young men acquaint- 
ed with architecture and drawing. A native of Bologna, 
Luigi Balugani, was prevailed with to engage in his fervice. 
That young man's (kill in drawing was, however, very im- 
perfect, although with Mr. Bruce's inftVuction, he impro^d 
v fo as to be of confiderable ufe to him. 

His next obje& was to make himfelf matter of the Arabic 
language. This he accomplifhed, by affiduous, fludied, and 
frequent converfatton with the natives, in about a year's res- 
idence at Algiers. 

• 

When thus prepared, his journey into the interior parts of 
Africa was for fome time retarded by the duties of his office 
as conful. The interval he fpent chiefly in gaining fome 
knowledge of medicine and furgery, from Mr. Ball, the 
king's furgeon at Algiers ; knowing that the character of 
phyfician would recommend him better than any other to 
the barbarous nations among whom he was to travel. ~ He 
had alfo availed himfelf of the leflbns of a' Greek prieft, who 
taught him the pronunciation and accentuation of the Greek 
language, in which he was before as perfe&ly (killed as any 
perfon could poffibly be without the affiilance of fuch an in- 
ftru&or. He found that the modern Greek fpoken and writ- 
ten in the Archipelago differs not in .purity from the Greek 
of Xenpphon and Homer. It is only becaufe Englifh fcholars 
know not how to pronounce the ancient Greek, that they 

fancy it. different from the modern*. • 

Our 



/ 



* This is perhaps one of tbe'moft Angular and dubious fads which Mr. 
Bruce afferts. 
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Our traveller was at length at liberty to leave Algiers, 
and beingpfurniflied by the Dey with orders in his favour, to 
all the officers in that prince's own dominions who could be 
of ufe to him, and with recommendatory letters to the Beya 
of Tunis and Tripoli, dates over which the circumftances of 
the times had- given the Dey of Algiers confiderable influence; 
he fet fail from that port, firft to Mahon, and thence to Bona 
on the African coaft. 

Bona, the ancient Aphrodifium, ftands on an extend ve 
plain, a part of which appears to have been once overflowed 
by the fea. In plentiful years, the traders of Bona, by 
the permiffion of the government of Algiers^xport confid- 
erable quantities of wheat. Frbm Bona, proceeding along 
t the coaft, Mr. Bruce next pafled the fmall iflanrf of Tabarca, 
lately a fortification belonging to the Genoefe, but now in 
the hands of the regency of Tunis. The ifland is famous for 
a coral fiihery. On the oppofite coaft appear inamenfexforefts 
of oaks, which, if the quality of the wood be equal to the 
fize and beauty of the tree, might fupply timber for the 
navies of all the maritime powers in the Levant. 

'From Tabarca, Our traveller failed to Bifcerta, the Hipo- 

zaritus of antiquity, where he went on ft) ore, and out of re- 

fpecl; to the memory of Cato, travelled to vifit Utica. Of 

^ that celebrated city nothing but a heap of rubbifh remains, 

but the trenches of the ancient befiegers ft ill appear* 

Continuing his voyage along the coaft, he next doubled the 
Cape Carthage, and anchored before Goletta, now no longer 
that almoft impregnable fdrtrefs, which it w,as in the days of 
the Emperor Charles V. In the bay between the Cape and 
. Goletta, he faw feveral buildings and columns, remains of 
ancient Carthage, under water. Tunis, at the diftance of 
twelve miles, is a large flouriftiing city 5 in a low, hot, and 
damp fituatiort, indeed r and deftitute of good water, but un- 
der a milder government, and inhabited by more civilized 
people, than Algiers. 

Mr. Bruce* delivering bis letters to the Bey of Tunis, receiv- 
ed permiffion to traverfe the country in any direction. One of 
the Bey's ladies fornifhed him with a two-wheel'd covered 

cart. 
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cart, in which he fecored his quadrant and telefcope 5 the 
French conful recommended to him a renegado of that nation, 
itemed Ofman ; he hired ten fpahis, or dragoons, excellent 
horfemen, and not lefs confpicuous as cowards ; he "had be* 
iideitenfervanta, two of them IrHhtneii, deferters from Span* 
im regiments in Oran ; And thus attended he fet out on his 
'journey into the inland country, along the river JVbjerda, the 
Bagrida of antiquity. 

Faffing at Bazll-bab, a triumphal arch in a bad tafle, he ar- 
rived next day, at Thagga or Dugga, a large iceae of ruins r. 
among the reft were the remains of one remarkable building, 
a large temple of Pirian marble, in the Corinthian order* the 
columns fluted, and the cornice ornamented in the very bed 
ilyle of fculpture j on the tympanum was reprefented an eagle 
bearirig to heaven a human figure. From the infcriptions, and 
the circumftance of the temple having been erected by the Em- 
peror Adrian, it feems molt probable that the figures on the 
tympanum were intended to reprefent the apotheofis of the 
Emperor Adrian. Mr. Bruce fpent fifteen days in examining 
and making draughts of the architecture of this temple.* 

From Dugga Mr. Bruce proceeded to Keff, formerly Sicca 
Venerea ;- and thence to Hydra, the Thnoodrunum of the an- 
cients, on the frontiers between the kingdoms of Algiers 
and Tunis* Hydria is inhabited by a tribe of Arabs, called 
Welled Side Boegannim,,, who are imrnenfely rich, and pay 1 
no tribute to either Algiers or Tunis. Thefe Arabs flown a fort 
of religions or military order ; and their chief is a faint. By 
their inftitutions they are obliged to eat lion's flefh for their 
daily food. To procure this food, they need to be bold and 
expert hunters. The fervices which they perform to the 

neighbourhood, 

• Mr. Bruce concludes his account of Thugga, with faying, that * Dr. Shaw hat 
given the fituation of the place, without laying one word about any thing curious 
it contains.' But the doctor is aim oft as particular with refpett to its curiohties as • 
Mr. Bruce himf&f. * Thugga, or Tugga, fays he, by a furiilitude in the name, 
and the great variety of ruins* might be very well taken for the ancient Tueca, 
provided we bad not found it called Thugga in the following inscriptions. It is 
fituated upon the extremity of a fmall chain of hills about two miles to the foutb- 
Ward of Tuber foke, having been formerly fUpplieA with water by an aqueduct. 
Here are fevcral tombs, Maufolea, and the portico of a temple, very beautifully adorn* 
(d with fluted columns^ On the pediment of this Jlrudure there U the figure of an eagle 
finely dijplajed, &c t . - ~ ' - 
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neighbourhood, by deflroying the lion's with which it is in* 
fefted, and their char after for intrepid courage, have toge- 
ther gained them that exemption from tribute which they en- 
joy. - JVh\ Bruce had himfelf an opportunity of feafting on 
lion's flefli, with the 'Welled Side Boogannim, of a he lion. 
The flefli was lean, tough, fmelled ftrongly of mufk, and tail- 
ed, as^ he imagines the flefh of an old horfe would tafte. The 
flefli of a fhe lion was fatter, and fomewhat lefs difagreeable : 
that of a whelp, fix or feven months old, tailed worfe than 
that of either the lionefs or the old lion*. 

From Hydra Mr. Brute pafled to the ancient Tipafa, an ex- 
tenfive fcene of-ruins. Draughts which he took of a temple, 
and a four-faced triumphal arch of the Corinthian order 
among thofe ruins, are now in the king's collection. 

CrofEng the river Myfltianah, he proceeded from Tipafa, 
through a beautiful and well cultivated country, into the 
eaftern province of Algiers, now called Conftantina. Its capi- 
tal Conftantina is the ancient Cir : it (lands on a high, gloomy 
and tremendous prec?pice : part of the ancient aqueduft ftill 
remaining, now pours the water with which it once fupplied 
the city from the top of a cliff into a chafm four hundred feet 
below. 

Mr. Bruce, after refrelhing himfelf in the Bey's palace in 
Conftantina, joined him in his camp,. near Seteef, the Sitifi of 
antiquity | where he was with an army of twelve thou fend 
men, and four pieces of cannon, making war with" the Hanei- 
fhah, the mod powerful tribe of Arabs in that province. 

Leaving the Bey, with letters of recommendation from 
that prince, he proceeded next to Taggou-zaina, anciently 
Diana Veteranojrum, as appears from an ihfeription on a tri- 
umphal arch (till remaining there. 

Medrafhem, the burying place of the ancient kin&s of Nu- 
midia, . was the next place that attracted his notice. He 
made a drawing of that fuperb pile of building, which he ftill- 
retains in his colle&ion. From Medrafhem he continued his 

i journey 

* Dr.. Shaw fays lion's flefli U efteemed very delicate eating by the Arabs, and 
has the tafte and flavour of veal. 
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journey fonth-eafl to Jibbel Aurez, the Mons Aurafius of the 
middle age. It is an aflTemblage of craggy cliffs. 

In this trad x>f country our traveller was much furprifed 
to find, a tribe with red hair and blue eyes, who, though not 
fair like the Englift, were of a (hade lighter than the inhabi- 
tants of any country to the fouthward of Britain. .They are 
a favage independent race ; and though Mr. Bruce approach- 
ed in fafety, they are generally boflile to all around them. 
They are called Neardie. They have among the mountains 
huts of mud and ftraw ;and may perhaps be a remnant of 
Vandals. They acknowledged their anceftors to have been 
Cfariftians, and feemed proud of the circumttance. 

In this neighbourhooa* is fituated the Lambefa of Ptolemy, 
now called Terzoutei. It exhibits extenfive ruins: feven of 
the city-gates are ftill {landing, and large maffes of the walls 
of fquare xnafonry without lime : the other buildings are of 
different ages. A building which feemed to have been intend- 
ed for fome military purpofe, was fupported by columns of 
the Corinthian order. 

At Caffareen, the ancient Colonia Scillitana, Mr. Bruce 
fuffered both from hunger and fear. The country was rug- 
ged, barren and thinly inhabited j the inhabitants were are- 
bell io us tribe of Moors, who had renounced their allegiance, 
and declared for the rebel Henneifbah. 

He could not fulfil his intention of vifiting Feriana, the 
Thala of the ancients, becaufe ihe country was in a ftate of 
war. He therefore journey edeaftward to Spaitl a, ancient- 
ly Suflfetul a, ftill dtflinglii filed by many infcript ions, and 
very extenfive and elegant remains of ancient architecture* 
He made cut draughts of three temples among thofe remains,. 

* two of the Corinthian, and one of the Compofite order. The 
Welled Omran, a lawlefs tribe, diflurbed our traveller, while 
finely ing the ruins of Spaitla. It was, he tells us pleafantly, 

,.a fair match between coward and coward. He, with his 
party were inclofed within the fquare in which the temples 
flood. The plunderers durft not break in upon them, for 
fear of their fire-arms. And they durft not face their horfe 
in the plain. When our traveller and his company were al- 

mofl 



INTRODUCTION. 23 

moft ftarved, they were happily relieved by the arrival of a 

friendly tribe. At Gilma,Jie qbferveda. large heapofhabJ* 
bifh and (tones, but no dtfUnct trace of -.any building. Much* 
tar. the ancient Tucca, Terebenthina, was tbe next remarka- 
ble place which he vifited ; it is diftinguilbed by two trin m- 
phal arcbea, the largeft of which he imagines equal in tafle, 
execution and mafs, to any thing now extfting in the world* 
He has draughts of both in his collections. 

Kifiar, the Colonea Affuras of the ancients, next attracted 
his notice. A triumphal arch, with an inscription, afcertain- 
ing the ancient name of the place* and a froall fquare temple 
with federal inftruments of facrifice carved upon it, are the> 
moft: remarkable antiquities of the places Jit (lands on the 
declivity of a hill, overlooking a fertile plain. At Mufti, be 
obferved the fragments of a triumphal arch fcattered on the 
ground. Proceeding from Mufti north eaft, he arrived again 
at Dugga^and went down the Bagradda to Tunis. 

He made yet another journey through Tunis by Zowar, a 
high mountain, on which there is an aqueduct that once con- 
veyed water to Carthage. In this journey he again vifited 
Gilma and Spaitla, and fpent other five days among the ruins 
of the latter. Tbe town of Spaitla is not only valuable for 
its elegant remains of ancient architecture, but is fituated in 
the moft beautiful fpot in Barbary, furrounded with juniper 
trees, and watered by a plea fa nt ft ream, which (inks there 
under ground, and appears no more. He next vifited Feri- 
ana, the ancient Thala, which -was taken and deftroyed by 
Metellus in his purfuit of Jugurtha. The only curiofity which 
(truck his obfervation there, was baths without the town, of 
very, warm water. Warm as it was, a number of fifties, not 
unlike gudgeons, appeared in it. It was furprifing that auy 
fiflies could exift in water of fuch a temperature : but there 
were about five or fix dozen in the pool. And he was inform- 
ed, that, in the day, they went down to a certain diftance. 
in the dream that ran from it, but returned at night into the 
warm and deep water of the pool. 

He next vifited fucceffively Gafla, Tozer, Gabs, and Infktlla* 
without being detained at any of thefe places by any very 
remarkable cm iofity. At £1 Gemme, Horn- weft of the laft, 

he 
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he found a large and fpacious amphitheatre. The lower part 
of that building appeared to haye been formed to be occasion- 
ally filled with water, by means of a fluke and aqueduct {till 
entire. For water games, the water rofe up in the middle 
through a large fquare hole, faced { with hewn done. This 
was the laft ancient building our traveller vifited in the king- 
dom of Tunis. And he believes, he may fay with confidence, 
there is not in the territories *of either Algiers or Tunis, one 
fragment of good tafte of which he has not brought a, draw- 
ing to Britain. 

. * ■• . 

He now returned to Tunis, took leave of the Bey, andfet 
out for Tripoli. J JHfe travelled by the ifland of Gerba, the an- 
cient ifl and of theiLotaphagi : butnobufh, tree, or verdure, 
except fome fhor,t-grfefs which borders the fandy defert, is to 
be feen through all this tradt of country. The Wargumma 
and Noile, two great tribes of Arabs, are mailers of tjie -def- 
er ts. . . 

Within about four days journey of Tripoli, he met the 
Emer Hadje conducting the caravan of pilgrims from Fez 
and Suz in Morocco acrofs Africa to Mecca. He was a mid- 
dle aged man, of a ftupid- afpe&. His caravan, a fcurvy, dif- 
orderly, unarmed crowd, confiding of about 3000 men, with 
from 12 to 14,000 camels, loaded with merchandize and pro- 
vifions, were ready to flee before Mr. Bruce's company of fif- 
teen horfemen, when they firft came up with tberii j but, 
when they learned who they were, their fears ceafed, and 
they became infolent. 

At^Tripoli* our traveller was hofpitably received by the 
Britifti conful. He fent his books, drawings, andTupernume- 

rary - 

* The following account .of Fezzan, which Mr. Lucas obtained from a lhe- 
reeffof that country, and which was confirmed by the information of Ben AM, 
a native of Morocco, is introduced here, tc* gratify the reader with an account of 
an emphe, in the heart of Africa, of which, till the African Society began their 
liberal exertions, the very name was fcarcc known to us. 

Fezzan -'is defcribed to be fituated in the vaft wildernefs as an ifland in the 
midft of the ocean ; the capital is, Mourzouk, about 390 miles fouth from Mefu- 
rata The number of towns and villages is fajd to be little lefs than one hundred, 
which appear to be chiefly inhabited by huibandmen and (hepherds , for though 
the\ a! To contain the merchants, the artificers, the minifters of religion, and the 
officers of the executive government ; yet, the bufincfe of agriculture and 
paftaragfe teems to be the principal occupation of the native* of Fezzan. The 
houfes, Uke thofc of the little villages in the neighbourhood of Tripoli, are built 

of 
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rary inttrufnents thence by an Englifh fervant to Smyrna, and 
himfelf crofled the Gulf of Sidra to Bengazzi. The province 
of Bengazzi was a fcett* of confufion. The Bey was a weak, 
unhealthy young Man* Two tribes of Arabs, who occupied 
the territory on the weft of the town, had by bis mlfeonduft, 

been involved in a quarrel. One had prevailed over the other, 

and . 

of Way, And afe tamed with t flat toot* that b eornpofcd of the bough* ir.8 
blanches of trees, on whfch a quantity of earth is laid. Inartificial and defe&ive 
as this cowing appears, it Is* raited to the climate : lot as &ih is never known 
in Fczaan, the principal requlfitc* of a roof are (belter from the dews^ and pro- 
tection from the fun. The heats of the iumrrief, which begin in April and end 
in November, are ftated to be very Intenfe, fuch as often to threaten Inftant fuf- 
focation ; but nature arid cttftdrn have formed the conflitutlons of the Inhabitants 
to fuch high degrees Of heat, that an approach to the common temperament of 
Europe entirely deftroys their comfort. Their dtcft is Gmilar to that of the Moors 
of Barbary, refetnbling, With fbrhe exceptions, the dreft of a Brltlfh teaman. In 
their common irttercourfe with each other, all dlflifjdidris of rarik appear to be 
forgotten ; for the fhcreef and the lowcft plebeian, the rich and the poor, the 
matter and the man, converfe familiarly, and eat and drink together. Generous 
amd eminently hbfpftable, the Fezzariner, let' his fare be fcanty or abundant 
i* ever defitous that others mould partake of his meal, and if twenty people 
iftould unexpectedly vifit hfc dwelling, they muft all participate as far as it would 
go. The chief medium of payment is gold duft, the value of which is aTways 
*xprefted in Weight. A grain of gold is ftated to be worth ohe-half at Fezzan, 
-or three-fourths of its value in England. 

Their goveVnment is purely rifona retrial, and the revenues of the crown artfc* 
from taxes o'n the towns ami villages, and duties on commerce j the king alfo 
*ppea/« to be the principal merchant in his kingdom, efpecially in the articles of 
trpna and fcnna. 

Amdng the circumftatieei fdf which the natives of Fezaan, who travelled with 
Mr. Lucas, corifideted their fovercign as eminently diftingiiifhed, they often men- 
tioned his jttft and utip'artiaf, but ft v ere and determined adininiftratjon of juftice 2 
«nd, as a proof of the afcendarfcy which, in this refpeft, he has acquired over the 
minds of his fuffle&s, they defcrtbed the following cuftom.— if any man has in- 
jured another, arid refutes ttf go with him' to the jud\e, the complainant, drawing 
a circle round the opprcflbr, folemnly charges him, in the king*s name, not to 
leave the place till the officers of juftice, in fearcb of whom he is going, (hall ar- 
rive ; aftd fucK (if they are to be credited) is, on ths one hand, his fear of the 
puniihmeht which is inflicted oh thofe who difobey the injunction, and fo great, 
on the other, is his dread of the perpetual baitifhment, which, if he fceks his fafe- 
ty by withdrawing from the kingdom, muft be his inevitable lot, that this imag- 
inary prifoA operates as a real confinement, and the offender fubmiffivel'y waits 
the arrival of the officers of the judge'. 

South -eaft of the capital, at the difUnce^of rjo miles, is a wide and fandy def« 
eft," entirely barren and oppretlcd with a fuffocaflng heat, about 100 mQes in 
width ; beyond which ate the mountains of Tibefti, inhabited by a wild and favage 
people of that name. The vales are fertile in corn and pafturage for cattle, and 
art particularly celebrated fdr their' breed of camels, winch arc clteemed the beft 
In Africa- The trade to Fezzan confift* of fenna and camels, for which the Tibef- 
tiaas receive cOral, afhaiks, or barakans, imperial dollars, and brafa. Thefc peo- 
ple are ftated to have been conquered by the king of Fezzan, but at prefcnt they 
neither acknowledge him for their fovefeign nor pay him any tribute. 

To the foUth of the kingdom of Fezzan, in that raft region which fpreads itfelf 

from 
G 
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and driven them within the town. It was crowded with 
tHoufands of inhabitants, for whom there were neither lodg- 
ings nor pro villous* The ftreets was every night Are wed with 
the carcafTes of numbers who died of hunger : and np*tiy were 
faid to fupport life with food at the very idea^ of fmich hu- 
man nature (hudders. He 



from the river of the Antelopes weftward for iioo miles, and includes a confider- 
able part of the Niger's courfe, two great empires, thofe of Bornou and thofe of 
Cafhna, are eftablithed.— The foil, climate, and produdions of thefc empires are 
defcribed as umilar ; the inhabitant* arc black, and the ruling people are Ma- 
hometans. 

From Mourzouk to Bornou the route is faid to be more than a thmifand miles, 
which is annually performed by the merchants of Feaszan, who convey a variety 
of articles, among which fome arc of European manufacture, from Tripoli through 
Fessanto that capital, in return for which they receive flaves, gold duft, civ ft. 
Bornou, the name which the natives give to tHe country, is diftinguifhed is Ara- 
ble by the appellation of Bernou, or Berhoa, a word which Ggnines the land qf 
Noah j for the Arabs conceive that on the firft retiring of the deluge, its moun- 
tains received the ark. In this empire it is faid that thirty languages are fpoken ; 
that of Cafhna contains one thoufand villages and towns ; but the boundaries 
and population are not fufficiently explained to enable the reader to form 4 
judgment of their extent. Thcfe countries produce a great variety of fruits, 
different kinds of grain and vegetables, of which a tree called kedeynah is faid to 
be the moft valuable ; In form and height it rp'fembles the olive, is like the lem- 
on in its leaf, and bears' a nut, of which the kernal is in great eftimation as a 
fruit, and the (hell, when bruifed, furniihes oil for the lamps of the people of Bor- 
nou. The government of this country, and of Caihna, is an elective monarchy, 
the fucceflbr to the throne being chofen from among the fons of the deceafed . 
fovereiajfby three elders, whpfe condud in the ftate has inverted them with the 
public eflfirra. Their choice being made, the elders conduct the foverelgn eleft, 
to the place where the corpfe of his father lies, and point out to him the feveral 
virtues and the feveral defects which marked the charade r of his departed parent ; 
and tlicy alio forcibly defcribe with juft penegyrlc orfevere condemnation, which 
raifed or depreffed the glory of his reign. * You fee before you the end of your 
mortal career ; the eternal, which fucceeds to it, will be miferable 01 happy in pro- 
portion as your reign (hall have proved a curie or a bleffing to your people.* 

This mode of eledlon, however, does not fecure the people from thofe commo- 
tions te which an eledive monarchy is fubjed; the rejeded princes frequently 
revolt, and whilft he has a brother alive, the throne of the fovereign is feldom 
♦firmly eftablilhed. The prefent fultan is defcribed to have coo ladies in his fe- 
raglio, and is the reputed father of 350 children, of which 300 are males. The 
difproportion is explained by fuppofing that the mother exchanges her female 
child for the male offspring of a ftranger, in hope of feeing herfelf the fuppofed 
parent of a future candidate for the empire. 

South-eaft of Bournou,at the diftance of about twenty days travelling, isfituat* 
cd an extend ve kingdom of the name of Begarmee, the inhabitants of which are 
rigid Mahometans, and, though perfedly black in their complexions, are not of the 
negro cart. Beyond this kingdom to the cad are feveral tribes of negroes, idola- 
ters in their religion, fa v age in their manners, and accuftomed, it is faid, to feed 
on human flefh. Thefe nations the Begarmeefc annually invade j and when they 
have taken as manyprifoners as the opportunity affords, or their purpofe may re- 
quire, they drive die captives, like cattle, to Begarmee. It is faid, if any of them, 
weakened by age or exhaufted by fatigue, happen to linger in their pace, one Of 
the horferaen feizes on the oldeft and cutting off his arm, ules it as a club to drive 
on the reft. Frorri Begarmee they are fent to Bornou, from Bornou to Fe2zan, 
and from-Fczzan by Tripoli to different parts of the Levant. Such are the im- 
menfe diftances to which this unhappy race of men are fent into flavery from 
inland parts,of their native country. 
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He retired, therefore, as haftily as poffible from Bengazzi, 
and continued his journey by* Arfenoe^and Barca, to Has 
Sen), where we were perfuadecj in England by the Tripoline 
ambaifador, in the beginning of the prefent century, that 
there was a petrified city to be ieen. The Arabs told Mr. 
Bruce too that he would find a petrified city : but the only 
curiofity he faw there was the jerboa, a fpecies of mice little 
inferior .in agility and activity to the winged tribes* 

He advanced next to Ptolemeta, oti the fea-coaft, the an- 
cient Ptolemais built, by Ptolemy Philadelphia. Of the re- 
mains of architecture which it affords, he took draughts. 
Learning here that the adjacent country was ki the utmoft 
confufion { that the caravan af Morocco had been plundered 
by a powerful tribe of Arabs who occupied the country be- 
tween Plolerneta and Alexandria - r and that Dema, the town 
to which he was next to proceed in his intended route, was 
ravaged at once by famine, plague, and civil diifenfions, he 
took a paflage on board a Greek veflel belonging to.Lampe- 
dofa, which was then about to fail from the harbour* • 

This veflel was very ill accoutred. It had enough of fail, 
but no ballad. A crowd of paflengers, fleeing before the 
famine, were taken on board. The commander was not ac- 
customed to fail thole leas. A light, fleady breeze, promis- 
ing a fliort and agreeable voyage, foon became violent and 
cold. A ftorm of hail followed 5 and the gathering of the 
clouds feemed to threaten thunder. The captain was pre- 
paring, at Mr. Bruce's perfuafion, to put into the harbour of 
Bengazzi, when the veilel unexpectedly (truck on a funken 
rock, in tbe x entrance of that harbour, and at no great dis- 
tance from the ftrore. One of two boats that were towed af- 
tern y was prefently nnlafhed by Roger M'Cormack, Mr. 
Bruce's Irifh fervant, who, before he delerted into the Span- 
ifh fervice, had been a failor on board the Monarch. Mr, 
Bruce, with him and his other fervant, went down into the 
boat. A crowd followed, whom they could not prevent. 
Before they hacf moved twice the length of the boat from the 
ihip, they were drenched by a wave, which nearly filled the 
boat. The wretches who filled it railed an howl of defpair. 
Mr. Bruce had before ftripped himfelf to a fhort under waif- 
coat 
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coat and linen drawers : a (ilk fafli was wrapped round hire- 1 
ip the breaii pocket of bis vefk were a pencil, a finall pocket* 
book, and a watch. The next wave was to determine the 
fate of thgfe in the boat. He therefore called to his fervanta 
to follow him, if they could fwira, and inftantly let bimfelf 
down in the face of the wave* With all his ftreogth and 
activity in fwimming, be could not withftand the force of 
the furf . From the ebbing wave he received a violent blow 
on the bread, which threw him upon his back, and occafion-w 
ed bim to fwallow a confiderable quantity of water. He 
dipped his head, while the next wave pafled over. He was 
now breathlefs, weary, and exhaufted, but almoft on land* 
A large wave floated him up. But he was again ftruck on 
the face and bread, and involuntarily twifted about by the 
violence of the ebbing wave. As a lair effort, be tried to 
feel the bottom, and happily reached the (and with his feet, 
although the water was itill deeper than his mouth. This 
fuccefs infjnred him with new vigour. He floated on with 
the conflux of the wave j and by finking and touching the 
ground, withstood the ebbs. At lair, finding his hands and 
knees upon the fend, he fixed his fingers in it, crawled for- 
ward a few paces when the fea retired, and at length found 
himfelf beyond the reach of the fea. 

The Arabs in the mean time came down to plunder t|ie> 
veflel. The perfons in the boat had periflied. One boat 
was thrown a(hore. The Arabs had (everal others. In thefe 

they made their way to the (hip, to plunder the wreck, and 
brought the people fafe on wore. A blow on the neck, with 
the bntt end of a lance,. was what firft awakened Mr. Bruce 
from the fenfelefs {late in which he lay, after escaping the 
violence of the waves. The Arabs believing him from bia> 
drefs to be a Turk, after beating, kicking, and curling him, 
dripped him of the (canty cloathing yet upon him ; and after 
treating the reft in the fame manner, went to their boats* to 
feelf the bodies q( $hpfe who had been drowned. 

In this piteous condition, our traveller crawled up among 

fome white fandy hillocks, and there concealed himfelf as 

much as poflible. Naked as he was, he durft not approach 

the 
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the tents where the women were, for fear of meeting with 
ftilf feverer treatment. His confufion had hitherto hindered 
him from recolle&ing that be could (peak to tbem in their 
own language. It was now it occured to him, from confid- 
ering that the Arabs, when beating and dripping him, had 
uttered a gibberifh, in imitation of Turkifli, that owed the 
Hlufage which he had received, at lead in part, to his having 
been mi (taken for a Turk^ 

Seeing an old Arab, with a number of young men corpe up 
to him, he faluted them in a cuftomary phrafe in their own 
language, Salam Alicum I Only one young man returned 
the fa I u tat ion, and he in a contemptuous tone. The old man 
afked whether he were a Turk ? He replied, that he was a 
poor Chriftian phyfician, — a derviib, who went about the 
world to do good for God's fake. « A Cretan V No j he had 
never been in Crete : he wa^ from Tunis j and was. returning 
thither, having loft bis all in the ftiip wreck of the veflel. A 
ragged dirty baraca was immediately thrown over him, and 
he was ordered into a tent, through the end of which was 
thruft a ipear, the en fig n of fovereignty. 

In that tent he faW the Shekh of the tribe, who, b eing a 
peace with the Bey of Bengazzi and the Shekh of Ptolerae- 
ta, ordered him a plentiful fupper, of which his fervanu 
all (hared. He complained to no purpofe of the lofs of 
all his medicines :. they would give him no affiftance to 
fearch for his inftruments. After two days flay, the Shekh 
reftored all that had been taken from him and his com* 
pany, and furniflied tbem with camels, and a conductor to 
carry them to Bengazzi. From Bengazzi beienta prefent 
to the Shekh, with prom ifes of an handfbme reward, if he 
would make his people fifli up; and return the things which 
he had loft in the wreck. He thus recovered his filver watch 
in a (battered condition, fome pencils, a fmall port-folio, and 
his pocket book.- 

At Bengazzi be found a fmall French iloop, with the ma A 
terof which he had been acquainted all Algiers, and who 
had come with a cargo of com, which for a time- relieved 
C3 the 



30 INTRODUCTION* 

the Becefljtie* at leaft of the foldiers in the place. Oar travel- 
ley r with his party, caught a quantity of fi&es with a final* 
net and line* ; and procuring pepper, vinegar, and onions, 
^ith thefe and a very little bread, faved themfelves from 
luferiag by extremity of hunger. They in vain attempted 
to teach the Aarving multitude to take fifh after their ex- 
ample* 

With the French captain Mr. Bruce (ailed for the Archipela- 
go with a fair wind. In four or five days they landed Cafe at 
Canea, in the ifland of Crete, where he was taken danger- 
oufly ill. From Canea he proceeded to Rhodes, and from. 
Rhodes to CaftelroJTo*, on the coaft of Caramania. From 
CafleJrouo he proceeded to Cyprus } and from Cyprus, where 
he ftajd only "half a day, to Sid on. 

At Sid on be was kindly received by M. ClerambauV 
French conful there. He made from Sidon feveral excur- 
sions- into Syria, by Libanus and AntWLibamis, but has not 
chofen to enter into a particular detail of thofe. From Ca- 
nea and Rhodes be had written both to France and England 
for a moveable quadrant, a ifop-watcb, a time- keeper, a re- 
flecting and an achromatic telefcope* 

He bad the mortification to receive anfwers to thole letters, 
informing him, that no fuch instruments could be at pre Cent ' 
procured ; and that ridiculous accounts of his purpofes in 
his travels, ajid of the route which he had chofen, had been 
circulated in Europer The indignation with which he heard 
this, tempted him to renounce bis defign of exploring the 
Jburce* ot the Nile j but he refoived ilill to vifit the famous 
ruins of Palmyra. 

At the invitation firft of Mr. Abbot, the Britiih conful at 
Tripoli in Syria, and afterwards of his fucceflor Mc. Vernon* 
our traveller now proceeded to Tripoli. In preparing ibtt 
his expedition towards Palmyra, be viiited the ancient Byblus* 
and bathed in the river Adonis. Through Latikea and An- 
liocb, lie pa&edt oa to Aleppo. At Aleppo he was aflli&ed 

with * 

*S^^wy>t^vdtSftGn»WKfPiiIbii»M«o»ntQ/Caftclroflb, saatbeat- 
4#i«i*gparttof CaranunU, *- 
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With a return of a fever and ague which ho bad firft caught, 
by his fufferings at Ben&azzi, By the attentions of Dr. Ruf- 
fel, he happily recovered from this, dangerous illne&» 

When his health was-re-eftablilhed, he profecuted bis pur* 
pole. The deterts around Palmyra are inhabited by two 
rival tribes of Arabs ; the* Annecy, remarkable for having the 
fined horfes in the world ; and the MowalUa, who ride much 
worfe horfes, but are better foldiers. Mr. Bruce was lucky 
enough to obtain the protection of the Shekh of the Mo wall i r 
and direAioas from him by wha{,roadto travel to Palmyra* 

Thus encouraged, he. returned from Aleppo to Tripoli $, 
fet out at a time agreed upon with the Shekh to Hamatb, the 
northern boundary of the Holy land y and having there met 
an Arab, whom the friendly Shekh had feat to be his con- 
ductor, proceeded to Hatha. On his way he had eccaiion to> 
crofs the river Orontes, which partes through the plains where 
the bed tobacco in Syria is cultivated* At feme nufer able huts 
near the river, inhabited by Turcomans, he a/ked the mailer 
of one to (hew him the ford. The Turcoman readily did fo t 
but Mr. Bruce had advanced but a fhort way through the pre* 
tended ford, when his horfe figll on a fuddenout of his depth* 

He had a rifted gun flung acrofi his (boulders, with a buff 
belt and fwivel. Luckily the fwivel gave way, and the gun 
tell to the bottom of the river. Thus disengaged, he and his 
horfe fwam feparately afhore. At a final 1 diiiance was a ca- 
pbar, or turnpike. Mr. Bruce going thither to dry himfelf, 
was informed, that the Turcomans who had mhguided him 
were an infamous banditti, and that he and his horfe had fal- 
len from the remains of the wing of abridge, which had for* 
merly crofled the river in that place. The capharman then 
fhewed hia fervanta the right ford, and they pafled fafe. 
From Haffia our travellers proceeded to Carcateeu, where 
they found Haflan a kelp merchant, their old acquaintance, 
and two thonfand of the Annecy encamped around. Two 
^old men from the two tribes, the Mu vvalli and the Annecy, 
accompanied them on horfeback to Palmyra. The tribes fur- 
nifhed them with camels, and they pafled the defert, between. 
Carcateeu and Palmyra! in a day and two nights* 

Juft 
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'Jufl as- they approached within fight *f the ruins, thejr 
afceaded a hill of white gritty (tone by a narrow winding 
road. Arrived at the top of that hill/ they beheld before 
them one of the moil ftupendous fights that perhaps ever ap- 
peared to mortal eyes. An extenfive plain, covered thick- 
with magnificent buildings of whke (lone, which at a- diftance 
appeared like marble, of fine proportions, and agreeabler 
forms ; and at the end, the pala.ce of the fun, more magnifi- 
cent than any of the reft. 

Of the ruins of Palmyra Mr. Bruce drew fix angular view* 
on large paper, and proceeded next to Baalhec, about 13a* 
miles diftant from the former. He reached Eaalbec on the 
very day on which his friend, Emu* Youfef, having reduced 
the city, and fettled the government, was decamping to re- 
turn home. His friend the Emir made things about the city 
very agreeable to hjm> and left him to his freedom. 

Baalbec is pleafantly fituated on a- plain, weft of A nti Li— 
banus, about 50 miles from Haffia, and thirty from the ancient 
Byblus, on the neareft fea-coaft. The Interior parts of the 
temple of the fun at Baalbec exhibits Tome of the moft per- 
fect works of fculpture, and furpafies any thing at Palmyra.- 

Paffing Tyre, Mr. Bruce became a mournful witnefsof the 
accompHihment of that prophecy, by which it was foretold, 
that Tyre, the queen of nations, fhould be a rock for nfliermen 
to dry their nets on. Two wretched fifhermen who had juft 
been drawing their nets, were perfuaded by Mr. Bruce to 
drag in thofe places where (hell fifli were to be found. He 
had hoped that they might bring out one of the famous pur- 
ple filhes, for which Tyre was renowned in antiquity. Mr. 
Bruce fancies, by that talking of purple fifties, the Tyrians - 
only concealed their knowledge of cochineal. He finifhed 
this expedition by arriving fafe at the hofpitable man ft on of 

M. Clerambaut, at Sid on. 
«•% 

At Si don he found letters from Europe, more agreeable 

than thofe which he had laft received, with the time-pieces 

and aftronomical inftruments for which he had written. But 

dill he wanted a quadrant \ an inftrunient of eflential utility, 

if 
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if be would profecute bis purpofes farther. He however de- 
termined now to vifit Egypt, where he might examine the 
moft ancient remain* of architecture. Nor den, Pococke, and 
others, had already given general accounts of the Egyptian 
architecture ; but he wiflied to obferve the proportions of 
their columns, and the general conftruction of their build- 
ings* Obfervat ions which he might thus add to his former 
flock would furnim materials for a pleafant and ufeful amufe- 
ment in his old age. A letter which he now received from 
M. de Buffon contributed fo me what to make him aher his 
refblutton. M. de Buffon, M. Guys, and (everal other French 
philofophers of great refpect ability of character, had obtain- 
ed for him a moveable quadrant from the " French king's 
own military academy at Mar fellies." A letter from Mr* 
Ruflel informed him, that the aft ronomers of Europe were 
now lefs fanguine in their hopes of difcovering the fun's par- 
allax by the observation of the tranfit of Venus ; aftd that a 
journey into Abyffinia, to explore the hiftory of that country, 
would be considered as % much more important fervice to 
learning. A letter from his correfpondent at Alexandria, at 
the fame time informed him that the quadrant and hi* other 
iuAruments were ready in that city,. 
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The jutnor's travels in egypt. votage in Titt 

*£i> ^£^, TILL HIS ARRIVAL AT MASUAH, 

ON Saturday the'isth of June 1768, Mr. Bruce failed from 
the once opulent and powerful city of Sidon, for 1 the 
ifland of Cyprus. 

■ * 

Proceeding towards Cyprus, he obferved a number of thin 
white clouds, which came evidently from the mountains of 
Abyffinia, and were flitting towards Mount Taurus, to bring 
new {lores of vapour, to occafion the overflowing of the Nile. 
On the 16th, at dawn of day, he obferved a high hill, which 
he took for Mount Olympus. The reft of the ifland foon af- 
ter, appeared in view. Cyprus remained long undifcovered 
by the ancient navigators of thole feas. It was not known at 
the building v of Tyre, 500 years after (hips had begun to pals 
around it. At its difcovery it was covered over with wood. 
On the well fide of the ifland the wood dill remains-thick and 
impervious. Large flags and wild boars of a monftrous fize 
find fhelter there ; and the inhabitants affirm, that even an 
elephant was alive there not many years ago. 

A great many medals, though very few of them good, are 
dug up in Cyprus j filver ones, of very excelleut workman- 

fti'ip, 
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ftijr, are found «ar ftrpiro*, of very little wit* in tlw eye* of 

Antiquarians, being chiefly of towns, of the fize of thofe. 
found at Crete and Rhodes, and all the iflands of the Archipe- 
lago. In Taglios there are fome few, part in a very excel- 
lent Greek (lite, and generally upon better ftones than ufual 
in the iflands. 

On the 17th or* June they left Lernlca, about four o'clock in 
the afternoon, and on the ifkb, a little before twelve o'clock, 
a very frefh and favourable breeze came from the N. W. and 
tjiey pointed their prow direcUy, as they thought, upon 
Alexandria. 

The 20th of June, early in the morning, our traveller had 
a diftant profpecl of Alexandria fifing from the lea. On the 
firft view of the city, the mixture of old monuments, fuch as 
the Column of Pompey, with the high- Moor ifh towers and 
fteeples, raife our expectations of the consequence of the ru- 
ins we are to find j but the moment we are in pott, the illu- 
sion ends, and we diftinguUh the immenfe Herculean works of 
ancient times, now few in number, from the ill -imagined, ill- 
con ft rutted, and imperfect buildings of the feveral barbarous 
matters of Alexandria in later ages. There are two ports, 
the Old and the New, which are by no means fate, as many 
vefTels are frequently loft while riding at anchor. 

Alexandria has been often taken Tinc$ the time of Caefar*. 
It was at lafl destroyed by the Venetians and Cypriots, upon, 
or rather after the releafe of St. Lewis. — The building of the 
prefent gates and walls, which Tome have thought to be an- 
tique, does not feem earlier than tire lad restoration in the 
13th century. Some parrs of the gates and walls may be of 
older date (and probably were thofe of the laft Caliphs be- 
fore Sail dan) but, except thefe, and the pieces of columns 
which He horizontally in different parts of the wall, every 
thing elfe is apparently of very late times, and the work has 

been 

# When it was taken by the Saracens* Amrou, general of the victorious ar- 
my, wrote thtrs to 'the CaHph ; ** I have taken the city Of the Weft. Ic is of 
Immenfe extent. It contains Innumerable wonders. There are in it 4000 baths* 
12,000 dealers in frefh oil, 4000 Jew* who pay tribute, 400 comedians," &c. 
«« Burn thefe books, faid Omar, with refpeft to the famous library colkaed by 
the Ptotemies •. if they fay nothing-but whit is in the Koran they arc ttfcleft : if 
any thingf cofltimtflftbTy to it, dangerous*" 
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been huddled together! n great hafte* There is nothing beautiful 
or pleafant in the prefent Alexandria, but a handfbme ftreet 
jof modern hpufes, where a very aftive and intelligent number 
of merchants live; pponthe miferable. remnants, of that trade, 
which raadeita glory in the fir (V times. . It is thinly inhabited, 
and there js a tradition among the natives, that, more than 
once, jit has been in agitation to abandon it altogether, and 
retire to Rofetto or Cairo, but that they have been withheld 
by the opinion of divers faints from Arabia, who have aiiur- 
^ them, that 'M^dca" being d«rfhroyed> (*sjt rouft be> as they 
•think, by the Ruffians) Alertandria Is tjw?u to becomf tjtekof 
l iy plucky and that Mahomet's body is to be transported 
thither. - ' j 

- -« . •• ■ , . 

On Mr. Bruce's arrival at Alexandria, he found that the 

plague had raged in* that rity and neighbourhood from the 
beginning of March, and that two days only before their ar- 
rival, people had begun to open their hbiues and communi- 
cate with each other ; but it was no matter, Sfc. John's day 
was paft, the miraculous nuda, or dew," had fallen, and .eve- 
ry body went about their ordinary bufinefs in fafety, and 
without fear* Here Mr. Bruce received his inftroments, and 
found them in good condition* 

Onr traveller being now prepared fpr anyenterpriie, he 
left with eagerneis the thread-bare inquiries Into the meagre 
remains of this >once4amous capital of Egypt. — The journey 
to Rofetto is always performed by land, as the mouth of the 
v branch of the Nile leading to Rofetto, called the Bogaz, is 
very mallow and dangerous to pafs, and often tedious ; be- 
tides, nobody wifhes to be a partner for any time in a voyage 
with Egyptian faitofs, -if tie ta» poffibly avoid it. The) 
journey by land is alfo reputed dangerous, and people travel 
burdened with arms, which they ;are determined never to 
ife. 

All Egypt Is foil of deep duft and fand, from the beginning 
of March to the firft of the inundation. It is this fine pow- 
der and fand, railed and looiened by the heat of the fun, and 
want of dew,-Tahd not being tied raft, as it were, by any root 
or vegetation, which the Nile carries off with it, and buries 
inthefea, and which many ighorantly fuppofe comes from 
D ' .. Abyffinia, 
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Abyffinia, where every river funs in a b*d of rock. Whea 
you leave the Tea, ^ou flrike of? nearly at tight angles, and 
ptu-lue ypur journey* to the eaftWard. * Here -heaps- of 4one 
and trunks of pillars are ferup to guide you in yonr* rhad, 
through moving fartds, which fland in hillocks, in proper di- 
rections, and which cond'ott youfafefy to- Rofetto, farrotmd- 
ed on one fide by thefehiUs of fend*, whfch feem ready to 00- 
ver it. ' * "*».., 

" Rofetto is upon that branch of the Nile which was called 
the Borbnttlc Branch, and • h about four miles fr/om the fea. 
It is'a large, clean, neat town, orvWage,- upon theeaOern 
fide of the N ile. It is about three miles long, much frequent- 
ed by (UuHqus and religious Mahometans ; among thefe two 
are a cpnQderable number of merchants, it being the entre- 
pot between Cairo ancf Alexandria, and vice verja ; here too 
the merchants have their factors, .Who fuperrntend and watch 
over the mexchahdire which pafles the Bogaz to and from 
Cairo. — There are many gardens and hitich verdure about 
Rofetto ; the. ground is low, and retains long the moifture it 
imbibes from the overflowing of the Nile. Here alfo are 
many curious plants and flowers brought from different 
countries*, '; ' ' '.' 

On the- 30th of June, Mr! Brute embarked fef Cai#6. There 
are wonderful tales tbTd at* Alexandria, as wetl as at Cairo, 
df the danger of paflftg ove> ihe'efefert to ■ Rdtetto<. -After 
you embark on the Kile in your way to Cairo J Jan heir of 

pilots, 

♦ The art or ferpent-eating, for which the ancient Wylli of Egypt were fo cel- 
ebrated ji ftill preferred at Rofetto. ' - ' "«•■♦. 

Laft week, hy$ M. -Salary, WM celebrated the ffaH of Sid$.JbrfMm,vrhicti 
drew, a vaft concpurfe of people to Rofetto. A, Turk permitted me* to come to 
hU heufc to fce die proceffirn,^ Seated atf th<T window, I obfcrved ^attentively 
this new tpe&utei ■ The xi iff* pent bodies ,'oi aiOJzane gravely jn^rclve* aloog un- 
der their refpe^ive banners. The ftandard of Mahomet, which was carried in 
triumph, 'attracted a vaft crowd. Every body was defirdus of touching; v of 
ki fling it, of putting jt to his eyes. Such as were fortunate enough to partake 
of that favour, returned contented. The tumult was inccflantly renewed. 
At length came theCheiks (the priefts of the country) wearing long cap* of 
leather, in the form of a mitre. They marched with folemn fteps, chaunting 
the Koran. A few paces behind them, I perceived a band of madmen, with their 
arms bare, and a wild look, holding ki their, bauds enormous fcrpents, which were 
twilled round their bodies, and were endeavouring to make their efeafe. Thde 
Pfylli, griping them forcibly by trie? neck, avoided their bite, and riotwithiUnding 
their hiffiag, tore them with their teeth, and *te them up alive, the blood Arcam. 
Jng dawn from their polluted mouths. Others of the Pfylli'wcre ftrjving to 
♦car frofh tUcm their prey j it was a druggie who (hould *d«vour a fcrpenc* 



BRUCj's. TRAVELS, . 39 

pilots, and matters of veflels, who;land t yoii. among robbers to 
- ihare your plunder, ana twenty fuch like/torifs, all. of them 
of old date, and which perhaps happened long ago, or never 
. happened at' all; But provided the gdvermnehfof Cairo' is 
fettled; antf you'doiiotfarid'at'viWages fri ftrlte with etch 
other, (in which circumftances no perfoh bf *toy nation U fafe )* 
you npraft be veYy unfortunate indeed, if any^gteat .accident 
befal you between Alexandria and Cairo. 



» > 



They arrived at Cairo in the beginning of July, recom- 
mended to tfietfery tiofprtebte boufe ? of : Julian and Bertran, 
to' whom Mr; Bruce~' imparted his reflation of purfuing his 
j ourrfey to^Abyffinf a. The wildaeft of the intention feemed 
to ftrike them greatly, on which account they endeavoured 
all they could to perfuade him againft it, But, feeing him re- 

folVed, they offered kindly their moft effectual lervices. * * 

•" "'•■ ■ '<»" ..,.*. - . ■ 

That part of -Cairkv iniW.ht<& Jfoe French are fettled, is ex- ( 
ceedingly commodious, and fit for retirement. It confifts of: 
oiielotfg 'ftrert/ wnere'allthe merchants' of » that nation five . 
to^etner;' ft;?* 'mil ? at ohe'eml by large gates, • w&ere there is' 
a'giiai*<J, ami 'xlfiete dte kept 'cokftatiily clofe intfte' time v of 
die fjlagti'e. At the other ehd ( is aiarge garden* teltrably 1 
kepV fa which "there' are feveral pleafartt *ka!ks ? and- feats. 




sWn^antly ''employeA by 'thWa'ts, lies, aVtf'' extravagant de- 
mands, to torment tfrem, 'dhfi Keep J thehi frbm vnjt5ymg 'that 
repoie which would content them inftead of freedoYh, aria 
morerfoHd fcapptaefs, hK»B«h*jow« ; cpiijtfry.. > „ - 

The^ are pechabs fgifr hundred inhabitant's *iri Cairo, xvho 
have ab^fee, power, and administer What theV-taW juftice', 

H 

ther jnftrior nor fuperior jurifdittion* exerci(ed, but *by' his 
officers only. ^Tiis nappy -tfat'e dM ndrTaffltttfgi ^fn'order 
to be a Bey, the perfon mu ft have been a flave, and bought 
ftjHorneuey at aim^rket, ; .^r^ Bey Jhas a great puncher, of 
fervaats^ Qqft^tp }Wfca*'teatf# s J0 o^r^he/ore j thefeWe 
► u*.*u * his 
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his guards, and tbefe he promotes to places in bis houfeholrf 

according as they are qualified. 

It is very extraordinary to find a race* of. men in power, all 

agptet to.kave their fuccefljon ta ft rangers, in preference to 

x their own ohildrflw, for a number, of ages ; and: that no one 

ihould erer have atfe tnpted to make his foil fucceed him, 

either in dignity or eftate, in preference to a flaye, whom be 

has bought for money like a bealt. 

Theinftant. that Mr. Bruce arrived at Cairo was-perhaps, 
the, only one in which he ever could have been allovyed, (in- 
gle and unprotected as he was, to have made his . intended 
journey. Ali Bey, lately known in Europe by various nar- 
ratives of the. lad tranfa&iom of his. life, after having under- 
gone many, changes oi fortune, and been baniihed by his riv- 
als from his capital, at lalt had enjoyed the fatisfa&ion of a 
return, and of making himielf abiblute in Cairo* 

■After a variety of circumftanc.es of, little confequejice to 
the reader, Mr. Bruce was admitted to. an audience. of the 
Bey. I£e. was a mqch younger man than he had, conceived 
him to be *. J*e was fitting .upon, a large (o^i, covered with, 
crimfoq, cloth of gold y his turban, his girdle, and the head of 
his dagger, all tfiick covered with fine hrilliants y one in his 
turban, t^ferved to fiippprt a (prig- of brilliants a]fq, was 
amongst the; largeft Mr, Bruce hacLever feen. The Bey en- 
tered into^diCcourfe. with htm concerning the Ruffian ' and 
Turkjfii war, ap4 /converted fome time With him on that 

fubjea. . . ; ;.;. :; \ ■•--•.,- 

Two or three nights iJfterwfcrdsfne' 6ey Cent for him again. 
It was near eleven o'clock, htfore.he got admittance to him. 
Be met the janiflar.y Aga going out iron* ninr, and a'num- 
ber of foldiers at the door. As Mr. Bruce did not know 
him, be pafled him» without ceremony, which is hot ufual 
for any perfon to do,„ Whenever he mounts' on horfeback, 
as he was tjhen juft going to do, he has abfolute powejr of life 
and death, without appeal, all over Cairo and its neighbour- 
hood. , ' 

He ftopt our traveHe* juft at the threftiold, and afked one 
of the Bey's people who lie was * -and was anfwered, « k is 

Hakinv 
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Hakim. Englefe," the Engliflt philofopher, or.phyfician. He 
alkedJVIr. Bruce' in Turkish, ki a very polite manlier, if he 
would come and fee him, for lie was 'not well'? He anfwered 
Wm in Arabiac,« " Yes,' whenevef he pleated, but could not 
then ft ay, as he had received a meflage that the Bey -was* 
waiting;'! He replied in Arabic, ** No, no \ go, for God's 
fake, go i any time will do for rae." 

The Bey was fitting, leaning forward, with a wax taper in 
Brie hand) a rereading a fmaUllip of ; paper, which he held 
Abfe to h* : face; ^eTeeoied to b*ve Utile -Wgbttdr weak 
exes; no body was hear him: his people had been all dll^ 
puffed, or a were following the janiflary Ag§ out. 

fte did not Ceeiti'io obferve Mr. Brace till he w& clofe up- 
ohiiim, andftarted when he (aid, •« Salcbrr." He told him 
he came upon MV meflage\ 'Hri'aid', «' I thank yon, did I 
(end; fpr'yoa ?"and without gfvlrig him leave to reply, went 
<ui, ^} 6 true, viyidTo,^ antfrelPtbreadihg his 1 paper again. 
After tbis was oVer^/ he^otfpVarnetl that he had been ill', that 
tie vbrnltted liftmen* fiitely If rer Ginnery tho\igh he eat moder- 
ately \ that his ftbntadrVas hot yet fettled, and was afraid 
fomethmg had been givai him to db'hi'm rnifchief. 

• OVrr 'traveller felt his i pulfe*, which waMowand 'weak ; but 
very little fevefKh. iH^defired he Would: arictet his people to 
Joolp if Ais^nveat was dreflTed in copper properly tinned ; Jie 
anureaiiim fie was in no danger', antf infinuated ihat he 
thought he had b'eeu guilty of fome excefs ' befoYe dinner 5 
at which' he (miled, and faid to one who was (landing by, 
«/ Afrite ! Afrite !" he Is a devil ! he is a devil ! Mr. Bruce 
(aid. if your (tomach is really tineafy from what you have, 
ate, warm fome water, and, if you pleafe, put a little green 
tea into it, and drink it till it makes you vomit gently, and 
that will give you eafe 5 after which you may take a di(h of 
ftrong coffee, and go to bed, or a glafs of (pints, if you have 

any that are,good. 

• ■ : *• . < 

• As Mr. ? Bruce'* favour with, the Bey was now eftabliflied by 
frequent interview!, he thotfgbt.of ka*igg his folitary man- 
fion at the convent. He defired Mr. Riik, the Bey's fecreta- 
ry, io procure r hi« peremptory, letter* of r««om»iendatioi\ to 

D* * - Shekb 
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Shekh Hainan, to the governor of Syene, Ibritn, and Pe3r» 
ia Upper Egypt. Be procured alfo the fame from the; janif- 
faries, to tbefe three lait places, as their garrifous are from, 
that body at Cairo which they sail, their Port. He h&d alfo 
letters irom Ali Bey, to the Bey >of Sue&, to the Sherritie, of 
Mecca, to the Nay be (fp they call tbe Sovereign) ofrMafuah, 
and to the King of Sennar, and bis minifies for the time 
being. 

. .. . ) - ' 

% Having obtained all- his letters and difpatctyes, as well, 

from, tbe patriarch as irom the Bey, he fet ahput preparing, 
for his journey. 

On the other fide of the Kile,- from Cairo, is Geeza ; and 
about eleven miles beyond this are the pyramids* called the 
Pyramids of Geeza*, the defcraption of which is in every bo- 
dy's hands. Engravings of them had been pubjifhed in Eng- 
land, with plans of them, upon a large fcale, two years be; 
fore Mr. Bruce came into Egypt, and were /hewn him by 
Mr. Davidfon, conful of Nice, whofe drawings they . were. 
He it was too that ciifcovered t,he; fmall chamber above the, 
landing place, after you afcend. through the long gallery of 
the great pyramid on your left hand # and he. left the laddef 
by which he attended, tor the fatisfaclion of other travellers.* 
But there i& nothing in the chamber further worthy of no^ke, 
than its having efcaped difcovery fo many agev. 

s 

It is very Angular, that. for fbch a time as theft .pyraihttf* 
have been known, travellers were content ra'tner to follow 
the report of the ancients, than to make u(e of their own 
eyes ; yet it has been a. conftant belief, that tbe ftpnes com- 
poiing thefe Pyramids have been brought from tbe Ly$ian 
mountains, though any one who will take the pains tore- 
move the faud on the fouth fide, will find the folid rock, 
there hewn into fteps. In the roof of the large chamber, 
where the Sarcophagus (lands, as alfo in the top of the roof 
of the gallery, as you go up into that chamber, you fee large 
fragments of the rock, affording an una nfwerable proof, that 
thole Pyramids were once huge rocks, (landing where they 
now are 3 that fome of them, the mod proper from their 

form,. 

• Ccesa !s an ancient Ibbiiffe of Old Cafe*. A SMaa&fttry of &! amoniac i» eft 

UWitotd there. 
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form, were ehofen for the body of the Pyraflrid, aid the 
otheis hewn i/ito tteps, to (erve for* the fupeniru&uce, audi 
Ifce ext^ipr parts of them. • ~ 

Mr. Bruce, having now provided every thing neceflary, 
aiK): taken rather a. roejaucholy leave ©I his very indulgent 
friemis, who, had great apprehensions that be and hi& con* 
panion* would .nev<er return ;, and fearing. that tlieir iiay till 
the. very exceflive hea^ were pad, might involve them in 
another difficulty, that of niiifing, the Etefian winds, v they fe- 
cured a boat jo. carrg tban to Fur (bout, the re&denc.e of 
Hajqam,tjbe S$»ekhofj Upper Egy^t. 

This fort of vehel is calfed a fcanja, and Is oce of the fljofl 
commodious ufed on any river, being fafe, and expeditious at 
the fame time, though at'trft fight it has a ftrong appearance 
of danger. That on Which they embarked was about ioo 
feet from ftern to ftem, with two mails, main and foreraaft, 
and two monftrous Latin* fails, the main-fail yard being a- 
fcout 200 feet in length, 

A certain kind of robber, peculiar to the Kile, is conftant- 
ly on the watch to rob boats, in which they fuppofe the crew 
are off their ghard. Tbey generally approach the boat when 
it is calm, either fwimming under water, or when ft ie dark, 
upon goat ikins 5 after which they mount with- the utmofi 
filence, and take away whatever they can lay their hands on. 
They are not very fond, it feems, of meddling with veflela' 
whereon they fee franks or Europeans, becaufe by them 
fome have been worinded with Hre arms. The attempts are 
generally made when you are at anchor, or under weigh, at 
night, in very moderate weather ; but ofteneft when you are 
falling down the ilream without mails ; for it requires 
$rengih, vigour, and IkilJ, to get aboard a veflel going be- 
fore a briflc wfnd ; though indeed they are abundantly pro* 
vlded with all thefe requifites. 

It was the 12th of December when they embarked on the 
Kile arBtdac, on board' the Canja. At firft they had the 
precaution to apply to their friend Rift concerning the cap- 
tain Hagi Ha flan Abou Cuffi, and they obliged him to give 
his fan Mahomet in fecurity for his behaviour towards them* 

There 
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There waff nothing fo much {hey defired as to be at foltiejdfJ^ 
tance from Cairo on their; voyage. Incivility and extortion- 
are aUva>8 the confequence in tliis deteftabte country whert» 

you aj*e about to leave i$* 

« • » 

The- wind being contrary, they were* obliged to advance 
againfl the' dream, by having the boat drawn* with" a roper' 
They advanced 1 a lew miles to* two consents of Copbts, call- 
ed Deirjeteen.' Here they flopped to ptafs th,e riigtit, haviflg- 
liad a fine'vieHv of the fcyranrfds' of'Geeza and Saccara,' a«&' 
Being then In fight 4 of a prodigious mirfiber of bther* buftt bf-- 
whtteclay, and ftretching f*r mto'the'defert ftrrfie fouth-weftw 
Twp Qfitheie feenied full as large,a^ t ; hofe -thaj: are called the 
Pyramids of Geeza. One of them was of .a very e^traordina- 
vy form \ .jtieemed as if it had j^eejunHended at firft to be a 
large .one, but. that the builder's heart or means had failed 
- him-.and that be had J>rought,it to a very miftiapen diforo- 
*. tipned hea^.a* laft. ..,•..-. . 

On the Ode of the Nile oppofite to tlieiV uokfi dt'lfttte far* 
ther to th^ fouth, was a. tribe of Arabs enoampe^. Theft 
were fubj^tt to Cairo, or were then at peace with its gov- 
ernment*. They , are called Howadat,; being a part of the 
Atouni, a Urge tribe that pofTefles the. litmus of Suep, and 
from that i go: up between the Retf Sea and the. mountains 
that bound the eaftpar$ of the Valley,of. Egypt- They reachj 
to thejerigth of the Cofl^ir, wbsr* ; they border upon, another* 
large tribe called Ababdl, which expends, from thepce up in- 
to. Nubia. Both thefe are what were anciently, called Shep- 
herds, apd are conftantly at war with each other. 

Mr. Bruce now bargained with the Shekh of the Howadat 
to furnifh him with horfes to go .to jVletraheny, or Mjhaiinan, 
v^bere once he faid Mimf.had flood, a large city, tjie capital 
of all Egypt. All this wa« executed . with greax fucce/s. 
Early in the morning the Shekh of the Howadat had'pafTed 
atMiniel, where there is a ferry, the Nile bein|; very <jeep ; 
'and attended our traveller, with five horfemen audJh fpare- 
horfe for himfelf, at Metrabenny, foutfi of Miniel, where there 
is a great plantation of palm trees. 

On 
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On the. 13th, in the/morning about. eight o'clock* oqr trav- 
ellers Jet out their, vaft fails and paflcd. a.very confiderabfa 
▼iliage called Turra> ontbeeaibfide of) the river, and Shekh, 
Atmen, a .finati village, coafitting of about thirty houfes on. 

the weft* 

The Nile here is about a quarter of a mile broad ; and. 
there cannot be the fmalleft doubt, in any perfon difpofed to 
be convinced, that this is by very far the narrowed part of 
Egypt yet Teen; for- it is certainly* left than half a*qiita be- 
tween the loot oi thecmountajqan^ the Lybian G>ore. 



! ": . 



Havjn$ gained the weftern edge of the palm- trees at Mo* 
hannan, ouf travellers .ha^l a fair view Qf the Pyramids at 
Gee?a 9 which lie, in a direction nearly, S, W. Thsy few three 
large granite pillajs ,$♦ W..of MfthWaiU and a pie^e of a, 
brolfea cheft or ciftexn qf granite j. but no obeliijts,. or ftpjn?*, 
With hieroglyphics, and they thought the greapeft gart„pf the 
ruins, feemed. to pplpt, that way, or more fputhe^ly. 

Theft their conductor faid, were the ruins of Mi mf, the 
ancient ftatot.t^e^hur^ohaKJflgs of Egypt, that there wjai 
" another Mimf, far down in the Delta> by. w^ic^i be, ineanfr 
liwwf, b^q* Te*«jtf : ^^^ . A 

lyir. Bruce, perceiving now that he could get. no further, 
intelligence^ returned with his kind guide,, whom He gratitiect, 
for, fy$]>ain.s, { an4 they parted content with each ot;her. 

AH the people in the date villages feemed to be of a yel- 
lower anil nibre f feck-like colour than any onr traveler had 
ever, feen y befides, they had an inanimate, deje&ed; jgrave 
countenance, ^nd'^e^ned tether Wavoid than* wifliforanjr 
converfation. ' . il /'' dj " r; •*' ' i 

v It was near four ofcbcki itetbe, afierflpoa when they r#? , 
tamed tnthrir boatmen, fitrfehe w»#|tih$y met one of their 
Moors, who t old ; them, that c they had dr awn, up the boat opr 
pofiteto the nother^^iethLof ih*n*bn;tnee*<of Metrahettpy,. 

The wind was fair and frefh, rather a little on their beam ; 
when; v in ^reat^plrits; thf y hoiiled their main ami fore f ife> 
Iwing the po&t uf Metraheaay, They few. the Pyramids, 

of 



46 NARRATIVE &T 

of Saccara Ml S. W. of them * feveral villages on both fides 
of the river, bat veryipoor and mtterabie ; part of the ground 
on the eaft fide had; been overflowed, yet rwaaf riot fown j - 
a proof of the. oppreffion and dtffcrefs the huibaadman fufferr 
in the neighbourhpod of Cairo, by the a v mice and disagree- 
ment of the different officers of that motly incomprehenGble 
government. 

After foiling about two mUea, they faw three ttnenfifaisig 
in a very extraordinary manner and fitoation. Thry *rere\ 
on a raft of palm branches, fuppdifed rotta float of clay jaw . 
made faft together. The form was triangular, like the face 
of a Pyramid ; two men,' each provided with a ca$mg net, 
Hood at the two corners, arid threw their ne¥ rritof tneftream 
together, ; the third Hood at the third cotne/, which was 
forempft, and threw his net the mdmerit the tidher two drew 
theirs out of the water. And this they' repeated,' 'In pe'rfeft 
time; and with furptifing regularity. The Raii tkought our 
travellers wanted to buy fifh,' and letting" gdlift mamfall^br- 
d^red them on board with a great ton&oi ^lperiority. x , 

< They were in a moment 'afongfide^of them ;* and one of 
them came od bdardj laftring Ms miftrable raft to a rope a* 
their ftern. In recdm^ence < r\ir their trouble they gave then* 
fome large pieces of tobacco, and this transported them Co 
niuch,' that tney broughV them a kaflcet bf feveral different 
kihcfs of fifh', all fmali', except 6he, laid otf the t'tfp<of The'ckf- 
ket, which Was a clear 'fairaon Coloured fitft, frlvered upon its 
ficjes, wit]) a made of blue upon its- b^ck*, M weighed .abo^it 
loJb. ajid wa&moXt excellent, being, per ife&ly firm, and white , 
1 ike.a pirjeh. There are, (^e of this Jcind 7$. weight. y Mr J % 

%^ e . /r*« m i n€ 4 ***« .*?& ., ^ tff'f father of a frailer 
circumference than owr calling nets in Englaiiif * the.wei^lit^ 
as far as he could guefs, rather heavier in proportion tnan- 
ourt,%ttie thread* tfc*r ttrnipdJedt Ufemo being.! fawHer. v tfe 
c*u4<) not fuffieietitry admire their fuocefa, in a vkrieiU?firea«>T 
of* deep water, fiieh aa the. Nile ; j for .the. river was at Waft: 
twelve feet 'deep wtar« tbey> were fiiking,. and the enrpenfcj 
very ftrong* 

•Thefe fifliers offnred. wilfingjy to tajce? Wr., B^uce upon ti$, 
raft to teack' him, but his k curfefit3R..fffnA,9ekfe fc*V ^ Ti , l J?f 

faid 
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laid their Siting Was tnerefy accidental^ and in courfe of 
tneif trade, wMch was felUog thefe potter earthen jacs, which 
they got rear; Afftmounein ;< arid after having carried the raft 
Withthem tc*Gair6/they irtrtie, fell them atthe<miirk£t,~and 
carry 'the produce* home in money, <6r in neceflaries, ! upon, 
their back. - A very poor economical trade, but «fcdic!ent 
as' they faid, from* the carriage of crade materials, the mould- 
ing/ making, 'and fending them to market, to Cairo, and to 
different places' in: the Delta, to afterd occupation vol two 
thoufand men. 

- About two cfclock in the afternoon, they came to>the r point 
of an ifland jj there. were federal villages with date, trees on 
both fides of thfcm ; the ground was overflowed by the Mile, 
and cultivated. The current Was very * ftrong here.. They 
then* came to tialbuanj an ifland now divided into a num- 
ber otffittair one*, Irjr catVIhe* being cut through it, arid, under 
different Arabic names, they Hill reach very far up the ftreank 
Mr. Bruce landed 'to fee if there * Were remains of the ©live 
" tree whleh Strabo, fays grew here, but without lucceft. Our 
travellers imagined, however, that there had been men a 
tree ; becaufe oppofite to one of the divifions into which this 
large ifland is broken, .there was a village called Zeitocm, or 
the Olive Tree 1 . ! • ' ' ' V " 

• ' l Ofi the i^th of December, the weather being nearly calm, 
tlley left the north end of the ifland ; their courfe was doe 
fouth, the ' line • of the river J and three miles farther' they 
patted Woodan,' and a collection of villages, all going by 
that name, upon the eaft. ' ■< ' '- 

The ground is all cultivated about this village, to the foot 

"of- the mountains, which is not above four miles ; but it is 

fclffelgh't ori the -Weft- all overflowed' and fown. The Nilels 

> here bui malldw, 1 and harrow-, not exceeding a quarter of a 

l Vhile'br , oaa, : and three ftet deep, owing, as is fuppofed, to the 

refiftance made by theiflsmd in the middle of the current* and 

by a Jjend it makes, thus intercepting the fend brought down 

by the ftream. ' The mountains here come down till Within 

two* miles of Suf el Woodan, for fb the village is -called. 

They were fold there wereTome ruins' to the weft ward of . 

this-, but only rubbfth*; neither arch nor Column {landing; -•.•' 

.-'.-•- The 
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The wiudft*!! freshening, thejrp*ned: by fcveral villages p» 
4achfide»:all fnrroniided with palm trees, verdant and pkaA 
ant, but conveying -an idea of ftraefiefs and want of variety, 
fnch as every traveler mutt haverfelt who has foiled in the 
placid, mnddy,greeiHt>ajifced rivera in Haitand. The Wile* 
however, is here fall a mile broad, the water deep, and the 
current ftrong, the wind (eemed to be exafperated by there- 
fiftance of the ftream, and blewfreih and fteadily, as indeed 
• it/generally does where the current is violent. • 

They patted with great velocity Nizelet Embarak, Cuba- 
hac, Nteelet Omar, Racca Ittbeer, theft -Raccfa Seguier, and 
'came in fight of Arha, a large village -at feme di fiance from 
the Nile : ail the valley here was green, the palm groves 
beautiful, and the Mile deep. Still it was not the profpeel: 
thatfpleafed ; for the whole ground that was fown to the 
fandy afcent of thfc mountains, was but a narrow fbrip of 
three quarters of a -mile broad, 'and the mountains thenilelves, 
which here began to have a moderate degree of elevation* 
and which bounded this narrow valley, were white, gritty, 
fandy, and uneven, and perfectly destitute of all manner of 
verdure, 

• 
They kept, as uraal, a very good watch all night, which 

patted without diflurbance. Next day, the ' 17th, was ex- 
ceedingly hasy in the morning, though it} cleared about ten 
o'clock. It was, however, fuffijeient to lhew the falfity of the 
observation of an author, who fays, that the Nile emits no 
fogs ; and in the courft qf the voyage they often law other 
examples of the fallacy of this anertion* 

The Pyramids, which had been on their right hand at differ- 
ent diftances fince they patted the Saccara, terminated here 

- in one of a very lingular coiulru&ion. About two miles 
from the Nile, between Suf and Wcodan, there is a Pyramid, 
which at firft fight appears all of apiece; it is of unbaked 
bricks, an fl per feftly^entire 5 the inhabitants call it the falie 
Pyramid. *T1lFtc*wer-part is a hill exactly (haped like a Py- 
ramid for a confiderable height. Upon this is continued the 
fiiperftru&ure in proportion till it terminates like a Pyramid 

'above ; and, at a dtftance, it would require a good *y* to 
difcent the difference, for the face of the ftone has a great re- 

femblance 



j 
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femblancett>day,of Which the Pyramids of the Seccaf a are 
compofedi ' << : • r ' •-'<■•♦ • "f 

r i t ^^^ 

.' y,.l* ,*»>■ »»,.• . . t „ I I 

The;x8jth, : abeu$e*tghf o'clock In th# morning,' they pre-, 
pared to get oft their .way j the wand was-calnvanc* loutfc ,: 

After paflihg.Comadreedy, the. Nile is again divided by 
another fragment of the Hland, arid inclines a Jittfe'to'the 
weft ward. On the eaftisthe village Sidi AH el Couraiii. ' 
It has onry tW6 palm-trees belonging to ft, and on that ac- 
count hath' atfeferted appearance ; but the 71 wheat upon the * 

♦ banks' ^v as five niches High*, and more advanced, than 1 dny 
they had fee'ft.' ' The mountains on the eafo lide came down 
to the banks' 6f the Ttftte, were bare/ white, add faiWly, and' 
there was on this (ide no appearance or" villages. The river 
here; is about a -quarter of a. mile broach, or fpmething more. 
\t fhould feem it, was the Angyrorum Ci vitas of Ptoiemy t 
but neither night nor, day copld Mr. Bruce j^an. inftant fo^ 

• obfervetion, on account of thin white clouds, which <;onfpfe4 
(for. they Icarce can be iaid to c,av*er) the Jieaven^cpmfumally. 

*» - 

They now pafled a convent of cophts, with a fmall planta- 
tion of palms.' It was a niiferable buihljng, /witjj a dome 
like to a faJnjtVor marabout's, and flood quite, alone. , About 
four miles from this* was the village of Nizelet el Arab, cojy 
fifting of miferable huts. , Her^ be^ah large, plqnta^ious of 
fugar canes, the fir ft • they had ; yet feenj they \yere then. 
loading beats with theft to carry them tq Cairo.- Mr* 
Bruce procured from them as many as he de fired. The 
Canes Were about an inch and a quarter ur diameter; they * 
were cut in round pieces about "three inches long, .and, after 
having been flit, they were fteeped in a wooden bowl^of wa-' 
ter. They give a, very agreeable tafte and flavour to it*, and 
make Jt the moft refrefhing drink in theiworJuV v*JiHft fcyr> 
imbibing the water, the canes become n>ore juicy, ^and'hrfe* 
a part of their heavy, clammy fweetneft^ w4rich Woftfcr oc~' 
cafion rhirih Our traveller was, furprifed at ; finding this 
plant in fucVa ftate of perfection fo far to the nortf^vard. 
They were now fcarccly arrived in lat. 20°^ ahp nothing 
could be m9re beautiful and perfect than the canes were, f 
' £ $ug;f, 
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Sugar, tobacco, red podded or Cayenne pepper* cotton, 
fi*ie fpices of Solanum,' indigo, and a multitude of others* 
fiave not as yet their origin well afcertained. Prince Henry 
of Pprtugal put bis difcoveries to immediate profit ,< and 'com- 
municated wnat be found new In each part in Europe, Afia, 
Africa, and America, to where it was wanting. It will be 
fuon difficult to afcertain to each quarter of the world the 
articles that belong to it, and hx upon .thofe few thaj. 'are 
common to all. Even wheat, the early produce of Egypt* is 
not a native ©fit, It grows under, the .Line, within the 
Tropics, and as far jiorth and f?uih as we know.. Severe 
northen winders feem to Jbe ueceffary to it, .and H. vegetates 
vigorouily infroft and fhow, But whence it came,, and in 
wjiat dupe, is yet left tot conjecture. ' . . - . 

Though the ftripe of green wheat was continued all along 
the Nile, it was interrupted for about half a mile on eacb 
fide the coptim convent. Tbefe poor wretches know,' that, 
though they may fow, yet, from, the violence b( the Arabs, 
they (hall neverYeap, and therefore leave the ground ' defol- 
iate. 

On the fide oppottte to Sriient, the ftripe began again, and 
continued from Sment to Mey-Moom, about two 1 miles, and 
from Mey Moom to Shenniah, one njile further. In this 
fmall ftripe, not above a quarter* of a mile broad, befide* 
wheat, clover was fown, which they called Berfine,' and cul- 
tivate in die fame manner as in England. 

* • 

They next pafled Booth, a village on the weft fide of the 
Kile, two miles fouth of Shenniah 5 and, a little further , Be* 
Bi Air, where they faw for a minute the mountains on the 
right or weft fide, of the Mile, running in a line nearly foutb, 
ajtf very high. About five miles from Bourn is the village of 
Mafliaxeifh onthceaft fide of the river, and bf re the moun- 
tains on that fide eud. 

«^ » * 

The country all around is well cultivated, and fecmcd to 
be of the utro oft. fertility ; the inhabitants were better cloath- 
ed, and feeminfcly lefs miferable and oppreffed, than thofe 
they left behind in the places near Caire. The Nile was very 

Jh allow 
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mallow at Bent Surf, arid the current ftrong. They touch- 
ed (everal time* in the middle of the ftream, and- came to an- 
chor at Baha, about a garter of a mile above l Beni Suef,, 
where they palled the night. 

They were told to keep good watch here all night, that 
there were troops of robbers oh the eaft fide of the water, 
who had lately plundered Tome boats* and thaf the cacheff 
either dared 'not, or would not give thefti any affiftance. 
They indeed kept drift watch, but fa w no robbers) and were 
Ho other way molefted* ' - 

The i&th they had fine weather and a fair wind, Still Mr. 
Brace thought the' villages were beggarly, and the conilant 
groves of palm trees fo perfe&ly' verdant; did not com pen* 
fate for the penury of the fawn {and* tiie? narrownefc of the 
valley, and b.arrenne(s of {he mountains., They arrived 
in the, evening at Zohora, about a mile fauth of fttfa. lvcqn- 
lifted of t hree plantations oi daces ,. a nd was Eve j&iles from 
Mjniet, and there they pafled the night, ; c , « , • i 

The wind was fo high they fcarcely could carry their (ails ; 
the current- -was ftrong at Shekb Terarae, ; an# the violence 
with which they went through, the water was terrible- . The 
RaUtokl Mr. Bruce, that they ihquld have, flackened their 
fails, if it had not been, that, feeing him. c,uriqus about the 
coaflruclion of the veflel and her .parts, .ao4 as they were in 
j?o dauger of ftrifcing, though- the water wasjow* he wanted 

to ihew him what Jhe cquld do. , 
« - ■ • 

They pafledby a number of Villages on the weftern more, 

the eafternTeeming to be perfectly unpeopled : Firft Feflme, 
a confiderable place 5 then Miniet, a large town, which had 
been fortified towards the water/ at lea ft there were fbme 
fina there. A rebel Bey ha<J taken pofl'effion of it, and it 
was ufiial to flop here, the river being -Doth narrow and 
rapid j but the Rais was in great fpirits, .'and refolved to hold 
his wind, as Mr. Bruce had defired him ? and no body made 
them any fignal from more, 

They came to a village called Rbota, whence they faw the 
magnificent ruins of the ancient city of Aminoas, built bfr 

Adrian, 
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Adrian.. -Unluckily Mr. Bruce knew nothing of thefe ruins 
when be left Cairo, and Ipacltafcen no pains to provide, bira- 
felf wiiji letter^ of. recouimendatjo,n, ashesoijLd eaiily have 
done, » - 

Mr. Bruce afced the Rais what fort of people they were ? 
He faid tyai the town was com po fed of very bad Turks, very 
ba«J IVl^rs, anc) very bad Ghrlftians j that feveral devih had 
been, fe^jiatnoftg xhefii lately, who had been difcovered by 
being better, ano\quieter than ttye reft. The Nubian geogra- 
pher inform? us, that it was from this town Pharaoh brought 
his magicians, to compare their powers with thofe of Mofes ; 
an anecdote worthy that great hiitoriin. 

Our traveller tdtdthe Rais, that he rouft, of neceflity, go 

aftiore. He di«$ no r t J feem to be fond of' the expedition"; . but 

hauling in his maittfanV and*- with' his fore-fail fall-; (food S* 

5.-E. : dire&fy 1 Antie>kh#ii*bin4; 'lira fliort time they arrived 

1 fat 1 the laffrfttoj* £f»ce j th£ tanks were low, and they brought 

up in a kind of bight ox final! bay, wlieVe there was a fteke, 

9 

. fo. tjieir v.elTel touched ve,ry little, or. rather fwung clear* 

• •'...'. ?"'. i.i' *j ■' '• • • * 

'* •'"Abqii'-'CtaAVfon Mahomet,' and the Arab, 'went oh-fliore, 
under pretence ; 6f buying foriie proviiion, and to fee how the 
land lay; ' but' after the 'character they had of the "mhablt- 

- ants/ ail the" 'fire* arms were brought to the door of the cabin* 
In the mean time'* partly with mVnaked eye, artb* partly *fth 
Jms gfaft, Mr? !Brttire' : was enabled to 'cqiitemplacc the ruins at- 
tentively, which filled him withafldniihmenta'ntf admiration. 
The columns of the angle of jthe portico wese (Uncling; front- 
ing to the north, part of the tympanum^ cornice, frieze, and. 

* architrave, all entire, and" very : much ornamented \\ thick 
trees Kid what' was behind. Tne coluhins weije qi*the largeft 
Czeand fluted; the capitals Corinthian, and in all appear- 
ance entire. They vjrere of white Parian marblf probably ; 
Jbut had TotJ the extreme whitenefs, or polilh, of* the Antin- 
ous at Rome, and were changed to the colour of the" fighting 
gladiator, or rather to a brighter yellow. He faw indistinct- 
ly alfo, a triumphal arch, or. gate of the tbwn> in the very 

. -fame ftyte*..a/*d foaie blocks of very w&t* (btnipg pone, 

• . which fee.medi to {je atabaftery ^ ^ : » ; i . . 

Mr* 
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MH Bruce, and thoft who remained with him in the boat, 
where" on a fuddefa alarmed by hearing a violent difpute be* 
' tween the two who went on fliore and the inhabitants. Up- 
on -thift the Rais topping, flipped off the rope from the (take, 
-and another of the Moors ft rock a ftrong perch or pole Into 
Jhe river, and twitted the rope round it. They were in 
a bight or calm place, fo that the lireara did not move the 
boat. 

Mahomet and the Moor came presently in fight } the peo- 
ple had taken Mahomet's tin ban from him, and they wtte 
apparently on the very worft terms. Mahomet cried to .our 
travellers tnat the whole to Wn was coming, and geVtingnear 
the boat, he and the Moor jumped in with great agility. A 
'number of people was alfrm bled, ami three (hots were fif eel 
into the Boat; very quickly, the' ojW after the other. l 



1 - ' 



1 1 Mr* Brace cried orit to Arabic*, * Infidels,' thieves, «rnd rob- 
bers ! come on, or we (hall pvefenity attack yon j" upon 
which he immediately tired a (hip blunderbufs, with piitol 
tfriatt batters, bat "with* ftt tie elevation, among the buihes, fo 
as not to tonefi theW The three or four men that were 
neareft fetf flat upon their' faces, and Hid away among the 
" bu flies' on' their bellies, and they (aw bo more of them. 

. They now put their veflel into the dream, filled thefr fore- 
fail and flood off, Mahomet crying, " Be upon* your guard, 
if yon are men, we are Sanjack's (oldiers, and we will come 
forthe turbari to-night J* More they neither heard nor faw» 

They were no fbonerqwtof their reach, tba&the^Rafe, 811- 
ing his pipe, and looking very grave, told Mr. Bruce to 
thank God, that our traveller was in ; tl?e ve£e| witfr fueh a 
map a&he was, as- it wa* owing to that only he escaped from, 
being murdered afftere, «« Certainly Haflan, (feid Mr. Bruce) 
under God, the wa^y of ejfcapihg from being murdered on 
land* is never to .go out ef the boat $ but don't you think 
that my blunderbufs was a* effectual a mean as your holinefs? 
Tellime Mahomet, What did tbey do to you ?" Hefaid, they 
-had.ndfcfeen then* come in, but had heard of them ever fince 
they wererat Metraheony, and had waited to rob or murder 
i &Z them; 
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thcjn ? thajt Dpon'now hearing&ey wei»e come, they had al* 

ran' to their h cafes, for tbeir arms, and. were coming down 

immediately, to pander ?tbe boat j upon uhitb he and the- 

Moor ran^off, anc( beyijjiieiibythele three people, and .the 

,bpy, ou the ropd,,who ha<J- nothing ) n tlieir hand*, one o-f 

..thtem fnatched the turban off.. . Be likewise added^that there 

were two parties in. the town [ one in favour of AJLi Bey, the 

other friends to a rebel Bey who had taken Miniet ; that, they 

had fought two or three days ago, among therofelves, and 

Wre going Id right agiin^ewh. ot fheth paving ctitied Arabs 

rtajiheir affittance. * . ..» ; 'J •...♦.•.«'».•• 

Haflaj) and his. fon Mahomet were violently eka^erated, 
, and nothing would ferve^hem but to gp^iu, .agajn near, the 
t (bore, and fire all the guns jand bl^nderbyn^s.amiHig tjie peo- 
ple. But befides that Mr. Bruce had no inclination of that 
kind, he was very loth to rruftrate the attempts of fome fu- 
ture travel)*^ wtoiifrigh* add t hj» ta the great remains of ar- 
t cfci texture pi*te*Y*d; already. .-«; z*< • •• . i •> t H 

, At Kerernont there are .a ^reai; uuniaer ^f Perfian whe^k, 
to* draw the' water for > the/ fugar can^s, which .belong. to 
ChriMians. Tlie water thus brought iip from- the river runs 
(Town to the'plantations, below or behind, the, town, after be- 
ing emptied on the banks above ; a proof that here the def- 
cent from .t|iQmpuut^ins is not $n -optic fcUacy,aa a -former 
writer fays. , : . . • •:>,!' ,:./:•••■•» 1: ' ' 

They palled A fhmonnein,, probably the ancient ^atcpolb, 
a large town, which gives the' name to the province, where 
there are Biagnificent: ru«*.Uf Egyptian efrciiitettiire")* .and 

> • •-> vi* ^. *i.«..» *• after 
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» * Ifrr. S*«lrry gfrfes' the "following "rem'arfAfih'accottfJt df tiieirt r 

The village o£Ac$mbuni»favfo*r tb*tM& the north of Mda'oul, if reirttrt*- 
. blc for. the ruins. H coafcOns*. Ambqgft 'flit >heap% of ftutfbiffclt te furrowed 
-with, one admires a fuperb portico, that hap fuffcred nothing from t^rae. It is 
-«**e Tiandred -feet long, twenty- five Wle, and ^Tupportcdf by twelve columns, 
which have ojtly aylain fafei* UyivaifUf ctpftfcb <Epchtt>lama fc cotnpoleoVbf 
three blocks of granite, forcing in alj-.fixty, feet in^ieipht, by twenty-6v« in 
circumference. The "block which rcfts upon the bale is iiifiply rounded, and ' 
l<V^lc4 w'th hicroglyj>hk<» tvkith cotr^rittncc wUr» 4 pyramid i The two oth- 
ers ate fiuted, . The colurons arc ten feet • diftaif frojn each Other, cKcept 
the twb middle ones, which, Serving for the entfiince, leave between them an 
interval X)t ftftoori fctrt,. • T«d obottoous Aotie» 'cortr the whole extent of- Hie 
. , : : portico. 
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after they carue to Melawe, larger, tetter built; dbd better in- 
habited than Aftunouuein, therefidenceoi theGachefF. Mahom- 
et Aga \tfas thereat that,,tirae with troops from Garros be had - 
take# Miniet, apd, by the fr-jencftaip of Shekh H amain, the 
great Arab, governor of Upper Egypt, he kept all the peo- 
ple on that 'fide of the river in allegiance to Ali Bey. 

Oar traveller here received about a gallon of brandy, and 

ajar of lemons and oranges, prefer ved in ho ae^j both very 

agreeable. Jukewife a lamb, and fpme gardea ftufft. A- 

moog .theiweeimeats wa& iorae horfe-radiih preferred ' like 

ginger, which certainly, though it might be wholefomev waa 

the "Very war ft « Ituff ever tailed.* . Mr»< Bruce gave!, a godd 

jfquajre .piece of it, well wrapped in honey, to the Ka is, wlie 

coughed .and fpiL half an ho vr after, crying he wa* poifonedi 

They 

portico. Over them <is a double rovr. The two middle ones which rife in the 
form 'of a pediment, £urpafs' the others in height and thickneft. , One is ftrucJc 
<wifch aftofaiOunent at the light- of the/emaffies 6f rock* that the- art of- man h*» 
been .able to elevate 4o the height of. tixty feet. Thefrkze which goes roand};, 
is covered with hieroglyphics very weU carved. Wc fee the figures of birds, of 
'ttfe&s, of men feated, to whom others- feem to* make offerings, -arid different 
Corta,of<*nim}aU. ;Th«a is probably the 'factory of tftetime, the place, and tifc 
deity in whofe honour this m/onumerit wasraifcd. The portico was painted rtd 
and blocV Thefe colonrs are effaced in many places ; but the' lower part of the 
arcbitf aye. which furrpqnde the colonnade, has preferred a* gold colour- aftonUb> 
ingly lively. It is the, ame with the ceiling, where the liars, of gold fluue upon, 
an azure flcy with a dazzling brilliancy. This monument, cdnftrucled oefore the 
canqueii of the'Pcrti.ins, has neither the elegance nor the purity >o5 the Grecian 
architecture: but its folidity, wh^ch it feems impoffible to dpftroy,, its awful finv 
plicity, and its majefty, command admiration. What ideas muft we entertain of 
the tertlple* or' the 'palace, of wlnVh fcliis announced- the entry i' fiwill confefs to 
youvJ&r, that one cannot but be greatly ; furp«i£ed at finding amidft. Arabian and 
Turkiih huts/ed'ificeV which feem to have been the works of (^cniil Their an- 
tiquity ftill adds to their eftimajibn. Eicaped fromthe ravages' of deftru&Ws 
conquerors, damped with the impreflion of ages, they impofe a fort of veneration 
on the cpctemplatmg traveller. < 'Phe modern Egyptians behold with Indifference 
. thefe beautiful remains of antiquity, and' fuffei .them tofuhfitt anly becaufe it 
-would be too cxpenfivcto'deftroy chem.> t Superftition and ignorance lead them 
to imagine, that they > contain treafiire* ;. accordingly they do not permit 'travel'- 
lers to, take a faithful dr a vying of thera, One expofes one's life in making the at- 
tempt. I (hall relate to you what "happened to Father Sicardwhilfthe.was admiring 
the bcatuy of the portico of Afchnioumln, ** Light not yoiir center,* fayttfie Arab 
his- c«aduc]U>r ^ra^y.to^hiiti,. fo* fear, we ft\qtdd be fuiyrifed in. ijhe /aft, and 
that we fufier for it!"— ** What do you mean ? I have neither confer, ^iQr fire, 
nor incenfe.*w» You laugh at me j a ftr anger like yoti would not cbme her* 
rntrety from curiofity.'*— " And what then ?"—.«« I know that by your (kill you 
are acquainted with the place,where.the. great* choft full of gold is hid, Wjhich^ur 
fatheis left U3. if your center 'was feen, it Wjould foon be imagined that you> 
came here,, to open our die* by your, magic, wurdvand Carry off pur treaXuxc,^ : 
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They parted the Moll*, a ftiaU village with a great umber 
of acacia trees intermixed with the plantation* of pahnsv 
Theft occaUon a pleaitng variety, not only from the differ- 
ence of the fitape of the tree, but alfo front the colour attd di- 
verflty of the green* 

On the 20th, early in the morning, they again fet fail and 
patied feveral villages, till at length they reached Sioot, 
where the wind turned directly fouth, fo they were obliged 
to (lay at Tima the reft of the froth, where Mr. Bruce went 
on fhoFe. It is a fraall town, fur rounded* like the reft, with 
groves of palm trees. The Nile is here tutt of foody iflands. 
Thole that the inundation has firft left are all fown, and are 
chiefly on the eaih The others on the weft were barren and 
uncultivated ■$ all of them naoftly compofed of fancU 

The 21ft* in the morning, they came to Gawa, where is the 
fecond fcene of ruins of Egyptian archke&ure,. after leaving 
Cairo. Mr. Bruce immediately went on fl»ore,. and found a 
fmall temple of three columns in fronts Wirhthe capitals en- 
tire, and the columns in (everal Separate pieces* They feem- 
cd by tbat r and their lRght proportions, to be of the mod 
modern of that (pecies of building ; but the whole were cov- 
ered with hieroglyphics, the old ftory over again, the bawfc- 
and the ferpent, the man fitting with the dog's head, with 
the perch or meafuring rod ; in one band, the hemisphere 
and globes with wings, and leaves of the banana tree,, as is 
fuppofed, in the other, The temple is filled withrubbiuY 
and dung of cattle, which the Arabs bring in here to ftrelter 
them from the heat. 

On the 22d, at night, they arrived at Acbminv Mr. 
Bruce landed with his quadrant and inftruments, with a view 
of obferving an eclipfe of the moon ; but, immediately after 
her riling, clonds and mitt fo effectually covered the whole* 
heavens, thaj it was not even poffible to catch a (tar of any 
fixe paging the meredian. Acbmim is a very considerable 
place*. " 

. ■ ■ ' The 

• 1 cannot lero Achmkn, &ys Wr* Saviry, without ttWfog yon of a feiperit,- 
trittch b the wonder of the country. Upward* of a century ago, a feljgtao* 
TQil^crtcdSchcfik&rtf, ted Jure. He piled Jot « &tat among tat Mafcoat. 

cum, 
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- Tbe 24th *f December they Idft Achmim, and came to the 
village Sbekh Alcoa the weft, two miles and a Quarter 1 drfc. 
tant. They then £afldd Hamdi, and feveral other village*; 
9ad the next m«r rang, .the 25th, Impatient to vide the great- 
eft, and moft-rtftagnittcent.fcene of rwtne that are in Upper - 
Egypt* they (et out frpm Bettani, and, about ten cfclock m ' 
the forenoon, arrived at pendera. Although they had heard 
that the people of this place were the very worft in Egypt, 
they were- not very apprehehfive. They had two letters 
from the Bey, to two very principal men there, command- 
ing* them, as they would anfwer with their lives aittl fortunes, 
to have a fipeciai dare that no mi f chief befef them ; and like- 
•wire a very prelfing letter to Sijekh Hamam at Fourftiouj, in 
whofe territory they were, / 

Dendera is a confiderable toWryat this day, all covered 
-with thick groves of palm trees, 4he fanie that Juvenal def- 
cribes it to.haveH)een iri his time. A mile'foirth of the town 

are rums of two-temples, due of which is i'o mcjch buried uu- 

■'■•-.* ' . • , i 1 ■: ^ •••.:* ■••- •' <j er 
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ttana. - They raifed a monument te Mm, covered with la cupola, at ;thc foot of 
a .mountain, ' The people flocked from all part* to oflfeaup their prayers to him. 
One of their priefts, adroitly profiting by their' credulity, pcrfuaded* tnem'that 
God had made the fowl of Schcilk. Haridi pafs .Into, the body of a.ferpent. Many 
of thefe are found in the rhebais, which arebarmlcTs., . He had taught one to 
obey his voice. Me appeared with his ferpent, dazzled the vulgar -by *ii fir- 
priniig .nicks,' and pretended to cure all d{fbrders. fleme lucky inftances of foe* 
ceft, due to nature alone, and fometimes to the imagination of the patients, gave 
"him great celebrity; He foori connfied Iris ferpent Haridi tothfc tomb, prodtfe- 
inp Wmt>nly w oblige princes, and perrons capable oTglvVng him a handfcmc re- 
compense. Tlje fuccetfqu of this pried, brought op .in^hc iame.prhictole*, found 
" no atfficultt in giving fanftfon to fo advantageous ah error. J They'adfdtdto the 
general petfuafion ofWs virtue, that of hb fminortality: THrtyJiad the btfdnefi 
even to make a public proof of it.; The ferpent was cut to pieces ia prefence ,or> 
the Emir, and placed for two honrs under a vafe. At die inftant of lifting up the 
vafe, the priefts, jxo doubt, had the addreft to fubftitute one exa&ly refembling it. 
A miracle was pmcUdmea, and tlW immortal ^arldl'acqulred a firefh degree of 
cooA^eTatton* This-knayery procures them great .advantages. The people flock 
from all quarters to pray at this tomb ; and if the ferpent crawls out frdra under 
thelftooe, arid approached fte-fuppliant, it is a fign thatitfi rr.attdy wfll be Owed. 
You may imagine, that he does not appear, till ?n ofeingjtas been made pro- 
portioned to the quality and riches' of the different 'pcrfona. In extraordinary 
cafe»t where th*fick perfon cannot be cured without the prerenee of the ferpfrt* 
a pure virgin muft come to folleit him. To avoid iuconveniencies on this head, 
they take care to choofe-a'very young girflndec4. She is decked oat in her beft 
Clothes, and crowned with flowers. She puts herfelf in a praying attitude, 
' and as the priefts arc Incline^ the ferpent comes out, makes ctrclei round the 
young fnpRlfcnt *n<l «<*» «94 repqfcs.o* her.. Th* virgin accqmpaiftd nj 4 
y& multitude, wnfcg him in triumph, amldft the general acclamation. 
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der ground, that little of it is to be feen ; bat' the other, 
which is by far (he mod magnificent, Is entire, dud aceeffible 
on every fide. Itisaifo covered -with hieroglyphics, b >th 
within and without, aU in relief \. and of lerery figure, Sim- 
ple and compound, that ever has been published, or called an 
hieroglyphic. 

The form of the building is an oblong fquare, the ends of 
which are occupied by two large apartments, or veftibjiles, 
fupported by mdnftrous columns, all covered with hierogly- 
phics likewife. Some are in form of. men and hearts ; fome 
feem to be the figures of iuftruments of (acrifice, while others, 
in a fmaller flze, and lefs diftinct form, feem to be inferip- 
' tions in the current hand' of hieroglyphics. They are all fin- 
ifiied with care. 

The capitals are of one piece, and confift of four huge hi*- 
man heads, placed back to/ back againft one another, with 
bat's ears, and an ill*imagined, and worle executed, fold dra- 
pery between them. Above thefe is a large oblong fquare 
block, (till larger than the capitals, with four fiat fronts, dif- 
pofed like paimels, that is, with a kfnd of fquare border 
r#un4 tf** edges, while the faces and fronts are filled with 
hieroglyphics : as are the walls and ciefings of every part of 
the temple. , Between thefe two apartments in the extremi- 
ties, there ave thfet other apartments, reTemblisg the firft, in 
every rel|>eft, only that they are fmaller. The wfcole buiid- 
•ing is of common: white (lone, from the neighbouring raoun- 
: tains, on]y,'thbfb rwo, in which have been funk ilia pirns for 
hanging the outer doors* (for it jfeems they liad. door* evsajji 
thofe days) ate of jranitfc, or black and blue porphyry. 

The top of the temple J* fiat, the (pouts to carry off tte wa- 
ter are monftrous heads of Qttilnxes 5 the globes with wtngv 
and the J wo (erpenta, with a kin4 of fliield or breaft plate 
between, are here frequently repeated, foch as we fee them 
•n the Carthaginian medalr. 

The hieroglyphics have been painted over, and great part 
of the colouring yet remains upon the ftones, red, in all 
its ftades, especially that dark dnifcy colour called Tyrfen 

purple; 
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purple ; ^tow, very frefli ; (kyAAoe (that is, near the Uue 
of aiieafttfrniky,.dreeral'Aiades lighter than ours?) green of 
different jhadea $ tbefe are all the coloars pre fe rr e d. 

A little before our traveler came to Dendera, they faw 
the firft crocodile, and after wards hundred*, lying upon every 
ifland, like large flocks of cattle $ yet the inhabitants of Den* 
flera drive their, hearts of every kind into the river, and they 
Hand there for bears. The girls and women too, that fcoroe 
to fetch water in jars, Hand up to their knees in the water 
for a considerable time } and if we may gnefs by what hap* 
pens, their danger is full as little as their fear, for none of 
then*, as far as our travellers could learn, had been bitten by 
a crocodile. However, if the Denderites were as keen and' 
expert hunters of crocodiles, as forte hiftorians tell tw 
they formerly were, there is furely no part of the Nile where 
they would have better, fpqrt than here immediately before 
their own city, 

Mr. Bruce having viewed the ruins, proceeded toFurfboot, 
and went to the convent of Italian Friars, who, like tbofe 
of Aehmim, are of the order of the reformed Frataeifcansr 

Furibout is in a large and cultivated plain* It is nine 
miles over to. the foot of the mountains* all (own with wheat. 
There are,, likewife, plantations of fugar canes* « The town* 
as they (aid, contains above 10,000 people, but tbiaoampu* 
tation is penhapa rather exaggerated. 

While our travellers were at Furlhout, there happened a 
very extraordinary phenomenon* It rained the whole night, 
and till about nine o'clock next morning ; when the people 
began to be very apprebenfive left the whole town (hould be 
deftroyed. . It is a perfefi prodigy to fee rain heie > and the 
prophets faid it portended a diUblutiea of government, which 
was juftly verified foon afterwards, and at that tune indeed 
was extremely probable* 

. They left Furfhont the 7th of January 1769, early in the 
morning. They had not hired their boat farther than Fur- 
fhout 1 but the good terms which fubfifted" between Mr* 

Bruce 



/ • 
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Bruce a«d the faini* his Rais, made an accommodation v*ry 

e*fy to carry, them -farther* - He «©w agreed^ far 4k to carry 

tbeiD to Syie»e and -down again ;' but if bftibehaved writ, he 

expe&ed a trifling premium. " And, if yon behave ill, Haf- 

ftn, (faid Mr. Brace) what do' you think' you deferve ?"— - 

'* To 1 be hanged, (faid he) I deferve, and defire no better." 

•1 
The wind at firlr- was but fcant 5 however, it freshened up 

towards noon* when they gaffed, a large towftcajled JHcav* v n 

the weft tide of the Kile. , About four o*ctock>in the.afrr- 

noon they/ arrived at El Gournij a.fmalLviUagey a quarter of 

a mjle diftaut from the Nile,. It feas in i| a temple of old 

Egyptian architecture. *Mr,' 3ruce thinks, that this, and the 

two adjoining heaps of ruins, which are at the fame* diilance 

Irom the Nile, probably might have been part of the ancient 

Thebes. ■■•/ , t . • - , 



Nothing remains of the ancient Thebes* but four prodigi- 
ous temples, all of them in appearance more ancient, but 
neither fo entire, nor fo magnificent* as. thefe pfDcndera. 
The temples at Medinet Tabu are the moil elegant of thefe. 
The hieroglyphics are qut to the deptfc of half a- foot, In 
fome places, but we have ftill the fame figures, or rather a 
left variety, than at Dendera. 

. A number of robbers, who much referable our gypfies, live 
in the holes of the mountains' above Thebes, Tfyey are all 
out-laws, and punffhed with .death if elfewhere. found; Of* 
man Bey, an ancient governor of Girg£, unable to 'fuller any 

longer 

* The following extract frqty D, Siailqs, affords fome idea of the ancient 
fpleador of Thebes. 

" The Great Dtofpolto, by the Greeks called Thebes, lays Diodorus 8kulos, 
wu <i& leagues, in. circumfi:ren«d^ Bufiris its founder eroded there Superb -edi- 
fices, which he "enriched wjth magnificent present*. The fame of her power, and 
of her riches, celebrated by Horner, filled the 1 tmiverfc. Her gates, arid the 
numerous veftibu)c« tfjier teazles, iidoofld this poec.to.beftow on her the nun* 
of £catompyle t qr the city with an hundred gates. Never, did cityjreceive fo 
many offerings in gold, 1n filverj in'iVaty, in colbflal (Utucs, and in obelifks of 
a fingle ftone. Above a'.i were to be admired, her foot principal temples. The 
' moft ancient was molt furprifingly^grand and fumpcuotts. It was half a league 
round, and w'a^encompaffed by walls four and twenty feet thick, and feventy 
Wgh. The rfchnefs and ftiifliing of the ornaments corxefpond with its grandeur. 
Several kings contributed to embdtffli it. It ftill fubfifU, but the gold, the Qlver, 
the ivory, and the precious lioaea, were carried off, when Cambyfe* fct are to 
all the Egyptian temples.* 
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longer the diforders committed by thefe people, ordered a 
quantity of dried faggots to be brought together, and with 
bis feldiers, took pofieffion of the face of the mountain, where 
the greateft number of thefe wretches were : He then order- 
ed all their caves to be filled with this dry brum- wood", to 
which he let fire, Co that mod of them were deflroyed ; but 
they have iince recruited their numbers, without changing 
their manners, 

'Wkbout half a mile north of El Gourni, are the magnificent, 
ftupendous fepulchres of Thebes. The mountains of the The* 
baid come clofe behind the townj they are notconnedted 
with each otifter fn-j^dge*, but ftand infulated upon their ba- 
res j fo that yoti can get round each of them. A hundred of 
tliefe, it is faid, are excavated into fepnlchraJ, and a variety 
of other apartments. 

Luxor, andCarnac, which is a mile and a quarter below it> 
are by far the Urged and moft magnificent fcenes of ruins in 
Egypt* much more exteofive and stupendous than tbofe of 
Thebes and Dendcra put together. 

There are two obeli Acs here of great beauty, and in good 
prefervation $ they are lefs than thofe at Rome, but not at 
all mutilated. The pavement, which is made to receive the 
fhadow, is* to this day fo horizontal, it' might itill be ufed in^ 
obfervation. 

At Carnac they faw the remains of two vaft rows of fphinx- 
es, one oh the right hand, the other on the left, (their heads 
were moftfy broken) and, a little lower, a number as it fhould 
feem of termini. They were compofed of bafaltes, with a 
dog cfr lion's head, of Egyptian fculpture* They flood in 
lines likfewife; as if intended as an aveijue to fome principal' 
building. 

On the 17th, our travellers left Luxor, and failed with a 
very fair wind, and in great fpirits. In the evening, they 
came to an anchor on the eafteni fhore nearly oppofite to 
Efne. They patfed over to Edit next morning, ft is the 
ancient Latopolis, and has very great remains," particularly a 
large temple, which, though the whole of it is of the remot-* 
F eft. 
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eft antiquity, feems to Jiave been built ax different times, or 
rather out of the ruins of different ancient buildings. The 
hieroglyphics upon this are very ill executed, and are not 
painted. The town is the refidence of an Arab Shekb, and 
the inhabitants are a very bad fort of people ; but as Mr. 
Bruce was d re fled like an Arab, they did not moleft, becaufe 
they did not know him. 

On the 18th, they left Efn£, and pafled the town of Edfu, 
where there are likewife confiderable remains of Egyptian 

architecture. 

The wind failing, they were obliged to ftop in a very poor, 
defolate, and dangerous part of the Nile, called Jibbel el Sil- 
felly, where-a boom, oc chain, was drawn acrofs the river, to 
hinder, as is fuppofed, the Nubian boats from committing 
piratical practices in Egypt lower down the dream. 

About noon, they pafled Coom Ombo, a round building 
like a c^ftle, and then arrived at Daroo, a miferable manfion, 
unconfcious that, fome years after, they were to be indebted 
to that paltry village for the man who was to guide them 
through the defert, and reftore them to their native country 
and their friends. ' - 

On the 20th, they failed with a favourable wind till about 
an hour before fun-rife, and about nine o'clock came to an 
anchor on the fouth end of the palm groves, and north end 
of the town ofSyene, nearly op polite to an ifland in which 
there is a fmall hantlfome Egyptian temple, pretty entire. It 
is the temple ot'Cnuphis, were formerly was the Nilometer. 

Adjoining to the palm trees was a very good comfortable 
houfe, belonging to Hunein Schourbatchie, the man thatufed 
lo be fent from that place to Cairo, to receive the pay of the 
janiflaries in garrifon at Syene, upon whom too Mr, Bruce 
had credit for a very fmall fuui. 

They pafled out at the fouth gate of the town, into the 
firft final! fandy plain. A very little to the left there are a 
number of tomb ftones, with infcriptions in the Cufic char- 
acter, which travellers erroneoufl'y have called an unknown 

• language 
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language and' letters, although it was the only letter ami 
language known to Mahomet, and the mod learned of his 
ie& in the firft ages* 

After paifing the temb (tones without the gate, tfrey came 
to a plain about five mile*long, bordered on the left by a hill 1 
of uo coniklerable Jieight, and fandy like the plain, upon 
which are feen fome ruins, more modern than thofe Egyptian 
buildings already defcribed. They feein indeed to be a mix- 
ture of all kinds and ages. 

The di (lance from the gate of the town to Termifli, or Ma- 
rada, the fmall villages on the cataract, is exactly fix F.oglifiv 
miles. After the defcr-iption already given of this cataract 
in fome authors, a traveller has reafon to be furprifed, when 
arrived on its banks> to find that veflels fail up the cataracl,. 
and consequently the fall cannot be &> violent as to deprive 
people of hearing* 

' The bed* of the river, occupied by the water, Was not then 
half a mile broad. It is divided into a number of fmall chan- 
nels, by large blocks of granite, from thirty to forty feet" 
fcighv The current, confined for a long courfe between, the 
rocky mountains, of N abia, tries to expand irfetf with great 
violence. Finding,, in every part before it, oppofition from 
the rocks of granite, and forced back by thefe, it meets the 
oppofite currents. The chafing of the water againft thefe 
huge obftacles, the meeting of the contrary currents ore with 
another, creates fuch a violent ebullition, and makes fuch a 
noife and diftarbecl appearance, that it fills the mind with 
confufion, rather than terror* 

On the aid, 23d, and 24th of January, our travellers being 

( at Syene, in alioufe immediately eaft of the fmall ifland in 

the Nile, by a^mean of three obfer vat ions of the fun in the 

meridian, Mr. Bruce concluded the latitude of Syene to be 

24 9 ©'45 '/north. 

As Mr. Bruce was now about to launch into that part of 
his expedition, in which he was to have no further inter- 
courfe with Europe, he fet bimfelf to work to examine all his 
obfervatidns, and put his journal in fuch forwardness by ex- - 

plantations, 
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planations,^ where needful, that the labours and pains he had 
hitherto been at, might not be totally loft to the7>ublic, it be 
ihoulcl perifli in the journey he had undertaken, which every 
day^ from all information he could procure, appeared to be 
more and moredefperate. 

Having finiihed thefe, at leaft fo far as to make them. intel- 
ligible to others, he conveyed them to his friends at Cairo, to 
remain in their cuftody till he fhould return, or news come 
that he was otherwife difpofed of. 

On Thurfdaythe i6*th of Eebruary 1769, Mr. Bruce heard 
the caravan was ready to fet out for Kenne, the C®ne Em-* 
porium of antiquity. All the way from Kenne, clofe to their 
left, were defert hills, on which not the leaft verdure grew, 
but a few plants of a large fpecies of Solatium, called Bur- 
rumbuc. 

On the 17th, at eight o'clock in the morning, Mr. Bruce, 
having mounted his fervams all on horftback, and taken the 
charge of their own camels, (for there was a confufien in 
their caravan not to be defcribed, and the guards they knew 
were but a fet of thieves) they advanced (lowly into the de- 
fert. There were about two hundred men on horfeback, 
• armed with firelocks; all of them lions, if you believed thehr 
word or appearance ; but our travellers were credibly In- 
formed, that fifty of the Arabs, at Jirft fight, would have 
made thefe heroes fly without any bioodlhed. 

Our traveller's road was all the way in an open plain, 
bounded by hillocks of fand, and fine gravel, pe rff &ly. hard, 
and not perceptibly above the level of the plain country of 
Egypt. About twelve miles dlftant there is a ridge of moun- 
tains of no confiderable height, perhaps the mod barren in 
the world. Between thefe their road lay through plains, 
never three miles broad, but without trees, fiYrtibs, of herbs. 
There are not even the traces of any living creature, neither 
lerpeut nor lizard, antelope nor oftrich, the ufual inhabitants 
of the moft dreary deferts. There is no fort of water on the 
furface, bracki/h or fweetfr Even tbe birds feem to avoid the 
place as peftilentjal, not one being feen of any kind fo much 

as 
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as flying over,. The fun was burning hot, and upon rubbing 
two iticks together, in half a minute, they both took fire, and 
flamed ^ a mark how near the country was reduced to a gen- 
eral conflagration ! 

At half pad three, they pitched thefr tent near fome draw- 
wells, which, upon tafting, they found bitterer than- loot. 
They had, indeed; other water carried by the ^ roe Is in /kins. 
This well-water had only one needful quality, it was cold, 
and therefore very comfortable for refreftjing them outward- 
ly. This unpleafant ftation is called Legeta ; here they were 
obliged to pafs the night, and all next day, to wait the arrival 
of the caravan of Cus, Efije*, and a part of thofe of Kenne and 
Ebanout. 

In the evening came t wenty^Turks from Caramania, which 
is that part of A fia Minor immediately on the fide of the 
Mediterranean oppofite to the coaft of Egypt ; all of them- 
neatly and cleanly d re fled like Turks, all on camels, armed, 
with fwords, a pair of piftolsat their girdle, and a ihort neat 
gnn ; their arms were in very good order,. With their Aims 
and ammunition (lowed in cartridge-boxes, in a very fojdier- 
like manner. A few of thefe (poke Arabic; and Mr, Bruce % s 
Greek fervant, Michael, interpreted for the reft. Having, 
been informed, that the large tent belonged to an Engliihtnan^ 
they came intd it without ceremony.- They told Mr. 'Bruce; 
that they were a number of* neighbours and companions, Who 
had fet out together to go to Mecca to the Hadje $ and not 
knowing the language or cuftoms of the people, they bad 
been but indifferently ufed fince they landed at Alexandria, 
particularly fomewhere about Achmim ; that one of the 
Owam, or fwimming thieves, had been on board of them in 
the night, and had carried off a fmall portmanteau with about 
2dofequinsin gold ; that, though a complaint had been made 
to the Bey of Girgee*, yerno fatisfettion Bad been obtained j 
and that now they had heard an Ehglifhman was here, ^ horn 
they reckoned their countryman, they had come to propofe, 
that they ihould make a common caufe to defend each .other 
againft all enemies. — What they meaned by countryma% was 
this : — There is in Afia Minor, fomewhere between Anatolia " 
and Caramania, adiftrL& which they call Caz Dagli, and 
F 2 this 
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this the Ttfrks believe was the country from which the Eng- 
lifti firft drew their origin ; and on this account they never 
fail to claim kindred with the tingVrih whererer they meet, 
- efpecially if they itand in need of their aflHtance, 

Mr. Bruce fays, lie catfnot conceal the fecret pleaiur* he 
had in finding the character of his country fo firmly eftabliih* 
ed among iiatjpnt fo diftant, enemies to our religion, and 
Grangers to our government/ Turks from Mount Taurus, 
and Arabs from the defer t of Libya,, thought' themfeives on- 
fafe among their own countrymen, bat trufted their lives' and 
their little fortunes implicit^ to the direction and word of 
an Englishman whom they had never before feeji. 

They ftaid all the 18th at I*egeta, waiting for the junction 
of the caravans, and cfeparted the 19th at fix o'clock in the 
morning. Their jouraey* ali that day, was through a plain, 
never lefs than a mile broad, and' never broader than three; 
the hiMS) on their right and left, were higher than the form- 
er, and of a browniQi calcined colour, like the (tones on the 
(ides of Mount Vesuvius, but without any herb or (roe upon 
them* 

At half pad ten, they patted a mountalu of green and red 
marbles, and at twelve they entered a plain called Hamra, 
where they firft obferved the fand red, with a purple caft, of 
the colour of porphyry., and this is thefignification of Hamra, 
the name of the valley* 

Mr. Bruce dTfnroifnfed here, to examine of what the rocks 
were compofed ; and found that here began the quarries of 
porphyry, without the mixture of any other done ; but it 
wcs imperfeft, brittle, and foft. "He had not Seen engaged 
in this purfnit an hour, before tfrej were alarmed wirb a re- 
port that the Atouni had attacked The r«ar of the caravan; 
they were at the head of it. The Turks and his fervauts 
were all drawn together, at the foot of the mountain, and 
pofted as advantage oufly as pofftble. But it Toon appeared, 
Jhat tjey were fome thieves only, who Had attempted to 
fteal fome loads of corn from camels that were weak, or -fall- 
en lame, perhaps in intelligence with thofe of their own ca- 
ravans, N On 



BUSTC^'S tRAVlXS, 67 

On the tbthi at fix o'clock in the raoroiag, *hey Mt Mat* 
el Mafartfc, and, at ten, eante tothe:mouth of the defiles 
At eleven they feega&>te defcend, tawing Aad a very *rnp$r- 
ceptibie afteiH J*oin Kennl all the way, 

On*he2ift, they departed early 4n the morning from Ko- 
ralni* and, at ten o'clock, they palled feveral defiles, perpet- 
ually alarmed by a report, that the Arab* wer* ajftireacfefeg y 
none of whom tfcey ever &w. 

At length they arrived at Cofieir, a fraall mud- waited vil- 
lage, built upon the fhore, among -hillocks of floating fand* 
It is defended by a fquare .fort of hewn (lone, with (qua re 
towers in the angles,' which have in them three finall can- 
no 9 of woo, end one o£»braA» >ai) f# very bad condition j of 
no other ufe bot to terrify the Apabs, and hinder them from 
plundering the|owa w^ei^.^ of corn^ going to Mecca in 
time <>f faflrins. The waUs^arerjnpt l^gh ; nor was it nece{T* 
ary , *f the greet g*ww were in prober. But as this is^ot Jhe 
cafe* *4*e rampart* are heightened by : cl*y, or by rand walls, 
to fcreen'Tfce fritters from the foe*ar,ms -of the Arabs, thajc 
might otherwife command tjwm from the fau«fy hUh la the 
neighbourhood. 

The port, if we may call it fo, is on the fbntb-ean of the 
town. It is nothing but a rock, which runs out about four 
huntired yarda into the fea, and defends the veflels, which ride 
to the weft of it, from the north and nonh-ealt winds, as the 
houfes of the town cover them from the north- weft. There 
js a large Vnclofure, with a high mud wall, and, within, eve* 
ry merchant has a fhop or magazine for his com and mer- 
chandiie : little of tjwa- laft is imported, uoleft cpaxfe Jndia 
goods, for the conAjn^ptLcui of Upper Egypt, fmce the trade 
to Dungala and Sejyi*»ar has beeu interrupted, 

Mr. Bruce found, by many meridian altitudes of the fun, 
taken at the cattle, that Coffeir is In latitude 26 7' 51** 
north; and, by three obfervations of Jupiter's fatellites, be 
found its longitude to be 34* 4' 15'' eaft of the meridian of 
Greenwich. 

The .caravan from Syene arrived at this tune, efcor-ted by 

four 



7<> NARRATIVE OF 

aneafyfail. They faw no appearance of any inhabitants ?' 
the mountains were broken and pointed, taking the dire&ioa 
ofthecoaft, adrancing and receding as the fhore itfelf did* 
They continued this voyage, and, after encountering florins 
that were nearly proving fatal to them, they arrived fafe at 
Cofleir, on the iotb, about the^clofe of the evening. 

On the 5th of April, Mr. Bruce, after having made his lail 
obfervation of longitude at Cofteir, embarked on board a 
vefly he had procured for the purpose, and failed from that 
port. It was neteffary to conceal from fome of bister van ts 
his intention of proceeding to the bottom of the Gulph, lea ft 
finding themfelvesr among Chriftians fo near Cairo, they might 
defert a voyage of which they were lick, before it was well 
begun. 

In the morning of the 6th, they made the Jaffateen Iflands. 
They are four in number, joined by flioals and funken rocks; 
They are crooked, or bent, like half a bow, and are danger- 
ous for fhips failing in the night, becaufe there Ifeems to be a 
pafTage between them, to which, when pilots are^ttending, 
they neglect two final 1 dangerous funk rocks, that lie almoft 
in the middle of the entrance, in deep, water. 

On the oth. they arrived at Tor, a froali Araggling village, 
with a convent of Greek Monks, belonging to Mount Sinai. 
Don John de Caftro took this town when it was walled and 
fortified, foon after the difcovery of the Indies by the^ortu- 
guefe ; it has never fince oeen of any confederation. It ferves> 
now only as a watering place for (hips going to and from 
Suez. From this we have a diftintt view of the points of 
the mountains Horeb and Sinai, which appear behind and 
above the others, their tops being often covered with fnow 
in winter. 



The kais, having difpatched his bufinefs was anxious to de- 
part ; and, accordingly, oo the nth of April, at day-break, 
they flood out of the harbour of Tor. At night, by an ob- 
fervation of two ftars in the meridian, Mr. Bruce concluded 
the latitude of Cape Mahomet to be 27*54', N. It muft be 
nnderftood of the mountain or high land, which forms the 

Cape, 
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Cape, not the low point. The ridge of rocks that run along 
behind Tor, bound that low Tandy country, called the Defer t 
of Sin, to the ea ft ward* and end in this Cape, which is the 
high land obferved at fea j but the lower part, or Youtber* 
moil extreme of the Cape, runs about three leagues off from 
the high land, and is fo low, that it cannot be (eenirom deck 
above three leagues* 

. On the 12th, they failed from Cape Mahomet, juft as the 
fun appeared. They patted the ifland of Tyrone, in the 
mouth of the El an i tic Gulf, which divides it near equally into 
two ; or rather the north-weft fide is narrowed. The direc- 
tien of the Gulf is nearly north and fouth.j 

On the 15th they came to an achor at El Har, where they 
law high, craggy and broken mountains, called the Moun- 
tains of Ruddua. Thefe abound with fprings of water ; all 
fort of Arabian and African fruits grow here in perfe&ion* 
and every kind of vegetable that they will take the pains to 
cultivate. It is the paradife of the people of Yambo ; thofe 
of any fubftance have country houfes there ; but, Orange to 
tell, they ftay there but for a fhort time, and prefer the bare, 
dry, and burning fands about Yambo, to one of the fineft 
climates, and mod verdant pleafant countries, that exifts in 
the world. The people of the place told Mr. Bruce, that wa- 
ter freezes there in winter, and that there are fome of the in- . 
habitants who have red hair, and blue eyes, a thing fcarcely 
ever feen but.in the coldeft mountains in the eaft. , 

On the 16th, about ten o*clotk, they paffed a mofque, or 
Shekh's tomb on the main land, on their left hand, called 
Kubbet Yambo, and before eleven they anchored in the mouth 
of the pott in deep water. Yambo, corruptly called Imbo, 
is an ancient city, now dwindled to a paltry village. Yambo, 
in the language of the country, fignifies a fountain or fpririg, 
a very copfous one of excellent, water being found there 
among the date trees, and It is one of theftarions of the Emir 
Hadje in going to, and coming from Mecca. , The advan- 
tage of the port, however, which the other has not, and the. 
protection of the cattle, have carried trading veflels to the 
modern Yambo, where there is no water but what is brought 
from pools dug on purpofe.to receive the rain when it falls. 

Yambo, 
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Yambo, or at leaft the pTcfent tows of that name, Mr* 
Brae* found, fey many obfevvatiora ot the fun and Iters to be 
in latitude 24° i' 33" narth, and in'loBg.^ i*' 30" eaft 
finatff f be meridian' of Greenwich, 

The many delays of loading the wheat, the defire of doubling 
the quantity Mr. Bruce had been permitted to take, detained 
him at Yambo till the 27th of April, very much agaiuft his 
inclmatidn. For he was not a little uneafy at thinking among 
What a banditti he lived, whofe dally wifh was to rob and 
warder Mm, frohi whteft they were retrained* by fear only ; 
and this*, a fit of drtmkennefs or a piece ot- bad news, fota 
as a report of Ali Bey's death, might remove id a moment* 
Indeed they were allowed to want nothing. A fheep, fume 
bad beer, and fome very good whea thread, were delivered 
to them every day from the Aga, which, with dates' and ho- 
ney, and a variety of prefents from thole that Mr. Bruce at- 
tended as a phy (Irian, made thempafs their time comfortably 
enough ; they went frequently in the boats to fifli at fea, and 
as our traveller had brought with him three fizgigs of diffe- 
rent fizes, with the proper lines, hefeldom returned with- 
out killing four or five dolphins. The fport with the line 
was likewife excellent. They had vinegar in plenty at 
Yambo, onions, and feveral other greens, from Kaddua ; and 
being all cooks, they lived well. 

On the 2$th of April, in' the moromg; they failed with a 
cargo of wheat that did not belong ro them, and three paf- 
fengers inftead of one, from whom only Mr. Bruce had under- 
taken. After touching at different iflands, on the 3d of May, 
they arrived at Jidda, clofe upon the quay, where the officers 
of the cuftonvhoufe immediately took pofleflion of their bag- 
gage. ^ 

The pert of Jidda is very extenfive, conmTfng of namber- 
lefs (bonis, fmall iflands, and funken rocks, with channels, 
however between them,' and deep water. Ydu are very fafe in 
Jidda harbour whatever wind blows, as there are numberless 
woals which prevent the water from ever being put into any 
general motion ; and you may moor head and ftern, with 
twenty anchors out if you pleaie. But the danger of being 

loft, 
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loft, pephaps lies in the going in and coming out of the har- 
bour. Indeed the opTervation is here verified, the more dan* 
gerovs the port, the abler the pilots, and no accidents ever 
happen.' ** 

* Of *11 the new things Mr. Bruce had yet feen, what moft 
aftonUhed him was the manner in which trade was carried 
on at this place. .Nine ihips were there from India ; fome 
of them worth perhaps .200,0001. . Qne. merchant, a Turk, 
living at Mecca, thirty,hours j otn*ney, off* where no Chriftian 
dares go, whilft the whole Continent is open, to the Turk 
for efcape, offers to purchafe the cargoes of four out of nine 
of thefe (hips himfelf ; ancjher, of the fame caft, comes and 
lays, he will buy none unlefs he has them all.* The famples 
are (hewn, anil the cargoes of the whole nine (hips are car- 
ried into- the wUdeft part of Arabia, by men with whom one 
would' not- wUhto troll himfelf alone in the field. This is 
not all, two India brokers come into the room to fettle the 
price. One 'on the part of the India captain, the other on 
that of the buy er*the. Turk. They are neither Mahometans 
nor Ghriftians^ but have credit with both. They (it down on 
the carpet, and take an India, (haw), which they carry on 
their moulder, like a napkin, and Jpread it over their hands* 
- They talk, in the mean time, on different fubje&s, of the 
arrival 'of Ihips. from India, or of the news of the day, as if 
they' were employed In no ferious bufipefs whatever. After 
about twenty minutes {pent in handling each others fingers 
below the (hawl, the bargain is concluded, fay for nine (hips, 
without one word ever having been fpoken on the fubjeft, or 
pen or ink ufed in any fhape whatever. There* never was 
one inftance of a difpute happening in thefe fales. i 

Matters-are to be carried frill further, and the money is to 
be paid. A private Moor,' who nas nothing to fupport hiin 
but his character, becomes refponfible for the payment of 
thefe cargoes ; his name was Ibrahim Saraf when Mr. £}ruce 
was there, u e* Ibrahim the broker. Tins man delivers, a 
' number of coarfe hempen bags, full of what is fuppofed to be 
money. He- marks the content* upon the bag, and puts his 
feal upon the (bring that ties the mouth .of iu This is re- 
ceived for what is marked upon it, without any one ever 

G • having 
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having opened one of the bags, and, in India, it 16 current 
for the value marked upon it, as long as the bag larts. * 

Jidda, as well as all the eafl coaft of the Red Sea, is very 
unwholefome. Immediately without the gate of that town, 
to the eaftward, is a defer t plain filled with the huts of the 
Bed o weens, or country Arabs, built of long bundles of 
fpartum, or bent grafs, put together like fa(xnnes> Theft 
Bedo weens fupply Jidda with milk and butter. There h no 
ttirring out of town, even for a walk, unlefs for about naif a 
mile, on the fouth fide by : the fea, where there is a number of 
(linking pools of ftagnant water, which contributes to make 
the town very nnwholefome. 

This place, befoles being in the mod unwholefome part of 
Arabia, is, at the fame time, in the raofti barren anddefert 
fitaation. This, and many other inconveniences, under 
which it labours, would, probably, have occafioned its being 
abandoned altogether, were it not. for; its vicinity to Mecca, 
and the great and fudden influx of wealth from the India 
trade, which, once a-y ear, arrives in this part, but does not 
continue, pa (fin g on» as through a turnpike, to Mecca ; 
whence it is difperfed all over the eafl. Very little advan- 
tage* however, accrues to Jidda. . The coftams are all im- 
mediately fent to a needy fovereign, and a hungry fet of re- 
lations, dependents, and minifters at JVIecca, The gold is 
returned in bags and boxes, and panes on as rapidly to the 
fbrps as the goods do to the market, and leaves as little profit 
behind, in the inean time, provifions rife to a- prodigious 
price, and this falls upon thetownfmen, while all the profit 
of the traffic is in the hands 'of ftcangers ; snoft of whom, after 
the market is over, (which does not laft fix weeks) retire to 
Yemen, and other neighbouring countries, which abound in 
every fort of pro via* on. 

Though Jidda is the country of their prophet, yet no where 
are there fo many unmarried women, and the permMBon of 
marrying four wives was allowed in this diftrjdl in the firft 
Ibftance, and afterwards -communicated to all the tribes But 
Mahomet, in hi* permiflion of plurality of wives, feeuis<cbn« 
fhratly to have beeaon his guard, againft fuffering that, which 

was 
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was intended for the welfare of his people, from operating in 
a different manner. He dk) not permit a man to marry two, 
thfsw, or four wives, tmle&he conld maintain them. • He Was 
Interested for the rights and rank of thefe women ; and the 
man fo marrying was obliged to fbew before the Cadi, or 
feme equivalent officer, or judge, that it was in his power 
to fuppart them, according to their birth* It was not fo with 
concubines, with women who were pur chafed, or who were 
taken in war. Every roan enjoyed thefe at his pleafure, and 
their, peril, that is, w he t her he was able to maintain them Or 
not. From this great fcarcity of provisions, which is the re- 
fult of an extraordinary concourfe to a place alrooft denitute 
of t\\e necedaries of life, few inhabitants of Jidda can avail 
themfelves of the privilege granted them by Mahomef . He 
therefore cannot marry. more than one wife, becMife he can- 
not maintain more, and from this caufe arrives the want of 
people; and the large number of unmarried women* 

ThekindaeT* anUattejtticm Mr. Bruce here received from 
•his covntrytuen^Ud not Jeave him, as long as he was on ihore. 
They .all did him the honour to attend him tp the Water edge. 
All the quay of Jidda was, lined with people to fee the £ng- 
lifh falute, and along; wi^b r his <vefFel there parted, «t the 
fame time, * one bound to Mafuah, which carried Mahomet 
M&d *i cade*, gotftrno* o&Efeiha lac* over to his government. 

Jidda is in .latitude 28 S>*^' north, and in longitude 
39 Q i6 f 45v eaftof themeridiairaf Greenwich. The wea- 
ther there had few changes, and the general wind, was north- 
weft, or more northerly. . This blowing along the direction 
of the gulpb ? brought a great deal of damp *long with it ; 
and this damp increafes as the. feafon advances* Once in 
.twelve or fourteen days* per baps, they had a froth Jwi^d, 
which was always dry. , 

On the Eth of July, 1769, Mr. Brnce failed from the har- 
hour of Jidda, on board the fame veflci as before, and fuffer- 
ed the lUistq take a froall loading for his own acconitt, upon 
condition that Jie was to carry no paffengexs. The wind was 
fair, a^nd tnev failed through the Britifh fleet .at their anchors. 
As thejr had alt honoured our traveller *\vith their regret' at 

parting, 
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partingi and accompanied }iim to the /bore, theKais was fnr- 
prifed to fee the refpeft paid to his little veflel as it patted un- 
der their huge tterns, every one hoUtisg hiat:olours,.an4 fetat- 
ing it with eleven guns, - t 

At a quarter paft eight, on the eleventh, they were towed 
to their anchorage in the harbour of Konfodah. Konfodah 
means the town of the hedge-hog. It is a final! village, con- 
' fitting of about two hundred miferable houfes,. built with 
green wood, and covered with mats, made of the doom, or 
palm-tree, lying on a bay, or rather a mallow bafbn, in a de- 
fert watte or prain. Behind .the town are fmah hillocks of 
white (and. Nothing grows on fhore excepting kWp, but it 
is exceedingly beautiful, and very luxuriant 5 farther in there 
are gardens. Fifli is in perfect plenty ; butter and milk in. 
v great abundance 5 even the defert looks frefher than other de- 
ferts, which.makes it probable that rain Tome times falls there*. 

Konfodah is in latitude 19 7' north, , It is one of the nio/l 
unwholefome parts on the Red Sea : , prbvifiori is very dear 
and bad, and the water execrable* Goats ffefli is the only: 
meat, and that very dear and lean; The anchorage, from 
the cattle, bears north- weft ^quarter of a. mftediftant, from, 
ten to feven fathoms, in fend and mud. 

At Ave in the afternoon of tie 14th, they palled Ras.Hfcli, 
which is the boundary between Yemen, or Arabia Felix, and 
the Hejaz, or province of Mecca, the firft belonging to the 
Imam, or king of Sana, the othet tbthe Shereef Jately fpoken 
of. Mr. Bruce defired his Rais to anchor this night clofe un- 
der the Cape, as it was perfectly calm ancf clear, and, by tak- 
ing a mean of five observations of the pafTage of fomany ftars, 
the moft proper for the' piirpofe,' over the meridian, he de- 
termined rhe latitude of Has Hell,' and consequently the 
boundary of the two ttates, Hejez and Vernon/ or* Arabia 
Fefix and Arabia Deferta, to be x8 9 3$' north. . * 

Every part of the fandy defert at the foot of the mountains 
is called Tehama, which extends to Mocha . But i.rTthe maps 
it is marked as a feparate country from Arabia fielix, where- 
as it is but the low part, or fea-coaft of it, and is nota fepa- 
rate 



rate jurirdicVion. It is called Tema in fcrlptnre, and derives 
its name from Taatni in Arabic, tvhich fignifies tbe fea-coaft. 
There is little water -here, a* it never rains * T there is alfo no 
animal but the gaze! or -antelope, and but a few of them* 
There are few birds, and thole which may be found are gen* 
erally filent. . , . 

On the r8tf), at /even in the morning, they firft diicovered 
tbe mountains, under which lies the town of Leheia-. The 
bay was fofljallow, and the tide being at ebb, they could gee 
do nearer -than whhin about live miles -of the Jkore. feobela 
is built upon the fouth-weft fide of a pen infill a, furrounded 
every where, but on the eaft, by the fea- In the middle of 
this neck there h a fmaft mountain which ierves for a fortrefi,. 
and there are to Wets with cannon, which reach acrofs on 
each tide of the hill t6 the 'more. Beyond this is a plain, 
"where the Arabs' intending to attack tbe town, generally af- 
femble . At 'Loheia they 1iad a* very utteary fen&t ron , a kind 
of 'prickling came rato their legs, -which were bare, occasioned 
' by the fart effluvia, or fleams, from tbe earth* Which all about 
the'town, and further to the fonth, fs foottgly impregnated 1 
with that mineral. Ytfh, and butchers meat, and indeed all 
forts of provifiousj^ire plentiful and reafonable at Loheiaj but 
the wafer is bad r It is found in .the fand at the foot of the 
mountains,, down, the fides of which it has fallen in the time 
of. the rain, and is brought*to the town in fltics lipon camels. 
There is alfo plenty of fruit brought fcem the mountains by 
tbe Bedowe£, who live in the fltirts of the town r and fupply it 
with milk, firewood, and fruit, chiefy grapes and bananas. 

The government of the Imam is much more gentle than< 
any Moorifli government an Arabia or Africa $ the people 
too are of gentler manners, the men, from early ages, being 
accoftomed to trade. The women at Loheia are as folicitous 
^to pleafe a$ thofe of tbe moft polimed nations- in Europe 5 
and, though very retired, whether married or unmarried, 
they are not lefs careful of their drefs and perfons. At home" 
thejr were nothing tot a long fliift of fine cotton doth, fuita- 
ble to their quality. They die their feet and hands with hen- 
na, not only if or ornament, bat as an ailringerit, to keep them 
dry from.fweat* tfaejr wear their own hair, which is plaited, 
and falls in long tails behind* 

Q2, €m 
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On'tfie 27th, in the evening, they parted from Lobeia, but 
. were obliged to tow the boat out. About eleven they (ailed 
with a wind at north-eaft, and paffed a clutter of ifland.s 011 
their left. , 

• • . * * t 

\ 

After patting fame dangerous fhoafe, on the 30th, at (even 
o'clock in the morning, with a gentle but Heady, wind at weft, 
they failed for the mouth of the Indian Ocean* The Rais be- 
came more lively and bolder as be approached his own coaft, 
and offered to carry Mr. Bruce for nothing, : if he Would go 
home with him to Sheher, but he had already enough up*n 

his hands. - : -' 

'• ' ' ' '. ' 

The coaft of Arabia* all .along from IV^ocha. to the Straits, 

is a bold coaft, clofe to which you may run without danger 
night or day. TJiey continued their jcourfe within a milte of 
the' more, where in. fqnie places there appeared, to be final! 
woods,, in others a. flat bare country, bounded with mountains 
a confiderable dlQance» The wind freshened as they advanc- 
ed. About four in the afternoon, they (aw the mountain 
which forms one of the Capes of the Straits oi Babelmandeb, 
in fhape refembling a gunner's quoin. 

' The 31ft, at nine m the morning, they came to an anchor 
above Jibbel Raban, or Pilot's I (land, ju(t under the Cape, 
which, on the Arabian fide, forms the north entrance of the 
Straits. After getting within the Straits', the channel is di- 
vided into two, by the Hland of Periro, otberwife called Me- 
hum* The in mo ft and nothern channel, or that towards the 
Arabian fhore, is two leagues broad at moft, and from twelve 
tofeventeen fathom of water. The other entry is three 
leagues broad, with deep Water, from twenty to thirty fathom. 
From this, the coaft en both (ides runs nearly in a north- weft 
direction, widening as it advances, and tfco. Indian Ocean 
grows ftraiter. The coaft upon the left hand Is part of the 
kingdom of Adel, and, on the right, that of Arabia Felix. 

_ On the 2d, at flm- rife, they faw land a-head, which they 

. f 00k {q be the main 5 but, upon nearer, approach, and the 

, day becoming clearer, 1 bey, found two low rflands eo;the lee* 

ward, on? pf.wbich they fetcjied. with great difficulty; They 

found 
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found there the flock of *n old acacia* tree, and two or tfcree 
bundles of wreck, or rotten flicks* which ifiey gathered with 
great care > andTallof them agreed, they would eat breakf aft , 
dinner, and fupper hot, iniiead of the cold repaid they had 
made in the Straits* They now made ftveral large fires $ 
one took the charge of the coffee, another boiled the rice > 
they killed four turtles, made ready a dolphin ; get beer, 
wine, and brandy, and drank the King's health in earned, 
which their regimen would not allow them to do in the Straits 
of Babelmandeb. While this good cheer was preparing, Mr. 
Bruce faw; with Jusgla,!** j|r$' oilman running t)oag the 
coaft weftward, wbodid^ot flop $ abou£a quarter of an 
hour after, another upon a;cameV walking at the ordinary 
pace, who difmountedjAiil oppose to. them, and as he thought 
kneeled down to fay his prayers upon the (and. Theyi had 
launched :tj*eir boat immediate^ upon feeing the trunk of the 
tree on tfcesUandt; fo they werp wdy Hand Mr. {knee order- 
ed two ojf, the men tQ row hip* on fo$re» which they did. It 
is a bay .«f bufc ordinary depth* .with, ftraggUug trees, and 
fiupe flat ground along the coal}. Immediately behind, is. a 
row of mountains of a browntfh or black, colour. 

Mr, Bryce went on (hare at the place, and, after fome lit- 
tle intercourfe with fome of the natives, \vhofe condudt was 
very fufpicious, he directed the Rais to (land out towards 
Crab ifland," and there being a gentle breeze from the (hore, 
carrying an ea$ fail, they t flood ovtr upon' Mocha, town, to 
avoid fome rocks or iflands. \VhiIe lying, at Crab-ifland, qe 
obferved two ftarspafs the meridian, and by them he conclu- 
ded the latitude of .that ifland to be 13° 2'45^Nor|h,- 

The wind continuing moderate, but more to the South- 
ward, at three o r clock in the morning of the 3d* they patted 
Jibbel el Our^e, then Jjbbel Zekir ; and having a fleady gale, 
with fair and moderate weather, paffing to the weftward of 
the ifland Rafab, between that and fome other iflands to the 
north-eaft, where the wind turned contrary, they arriv.ed at 
JLoheia, the 6th, in the morning, Ljoheia is in lat. 15* 4b 1 52^ ' 
north,* and in long. 43? £8'j£Veaft of the meridian of Green- 
wich. t 
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Every thing being prepared for our travellers 9 departure, 
'they failed from Loheiaon the 3d of September 1769, for Ma- 
fuah. The harbour of Loheia, which is by much the largeft 
In the Red Sea, is now fo (hallow, and choaked up, that, 
unlefsby a narrow canal through which you enter and go out, 
there is no where three fathom of water, and in many places 
sot half that depth. This is the cafe with all the harbours 
on the eaft coaft of the Red Sea, while thofe on the well are 
deep, without any banks or bars before them. ' " 



An AhytBnlmi . who died on board, and who htfd been bu- 
ried upon their coming out from Lohefa bay; had been feen* 
npon the bo wfprit for two ni gifts, and had terrified the ftiiors 
very rimch % even the Rait had been not a little alarmed ; 
and, though he could not directly fay he had fecn bmi, yet r 
after Mr. Bruce was in bed on -the 7th, be <om^la4ned feri- 
•uOy to him of thebad ceaftquences ic would produce W a? 
gale off wtnd- was to fife; 1 awd the ghoft was to frtfp his plate 
there $ fee-defeed trim to cotafe forward and fpe& to him. 
«• My good Rais, (firid Mr. Bruce) liim exceedingly tired, and 
my head achs mfach with the liitf, whith hath been very vio- 
- lent to-day. You know the Abyffinian paid for his paifage, 
and, if he does not overload (he fhip, (and 1 apprehend Be 
fliould be lighter than 'when we took him on board) 1 do hot 
think taat in jufficeor equity, either you of I can hinder the 
ghoft from continuing his voyage to Abyffinia, as we cannot 
judge what Jerious bu/Tnefs he may have there." The Rais 
began 10 blefs hfmfelf that he did not know any thing 
of hh affairs — "Then (Paid Mr. Bruce) if you do not Bnd he 
makes the veflet too heavy before, do not moled him ; be- 
caufe, certainly, if he was to come into any other part of the 
ftip,orif he was to infift to fit in the middle of youj (in 
the difpofition that you all are) he would be a greater incon- 
venience to you than his prefent poll.?' The Rais began 
again to bleft himfelf, repeating a verfe of the Koran s " bif- 
milla flieitan rejem," in the name of God keep the devil 
far from me. « Now, r\ais, (faid Mr. Bruce) if he does 
us no harm* you will let him ride upon the bowfprit till 
be is tired, or tilt he comes to MaTuah ; fori fweartoyou, 
Sglefi he hurts or troubles us, 1 do not think I have any obli- 
gation 
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gation to get out of my bed.ttf moleft him ; only fee that he 
carries nothiQg off with hiou" 

< '..•■ * 
. The Rais now feemed to Ije exceedingly offended, and faid, 
for Jus part, he did net care for h)s life more than any. other 
nan on board 5 if it Was not from fear of a gale of wind, he 
might ride on the bowffcrlt and be d — ~*nM ; but that he had 
always heard learned people ctuld fpeak to ghofts. " Will 
yon be Co good, Raw '(replied our traveller ) to ftep-forward, 
and tell him that I am going to drink coflee, and fliould be 
glad If he would walk into the cabin, and fay any thing he has 
to communicate to m<% if he fe"k Ghriftian, and if fiot to Ma- 
iiomet Gibberti." The Rais went out* but, as Mr. Brace's 
(errant told him, he would neither go himfelf, nor could get 
any perfon to go to the gbdft forhhn. However ,. herfe she 
matter ended for thegsrelent. He was indeed feen agaia 
foinethne afterwards, fend wavfaJd^ohaverbb>ed fever*l:of 
the paffengers of part of their property.* MrJBrucei howeaer 
found out that it was not tke'ghdlt, ttut'fome *f the failora 
who were the thieves, 1 and, after this dete&ion* the ghoft wa* 
never more heard of. - •• • • ' ' * 



»»i 



On the nth, about feven in the evening, they ftrock upon 
a reef of coral rocks. Ardbs are edwardt In all fudden dan- 
ger sj for the?confider:ev*ry accident a* the will of Provi- 
dence, and therefore not to be abided. • The Arab uulora. 
were for immediately taking to the boat) while, the Abyf- 
finians were for cutting up the planks and wood of the infide 
: of the veflel, and 'makfng her a raft. J A vioient difpute en- 
- fued, and after that a battle, when night overtook them ftill 
faft upon the rock. The Raw and Yafiiie, 'however, calmed 
the rtot, when Mr. ftrnce hedged the Jraffengers would bear 
him. " You all know (laid he) or mould know that the boat 
U mine t as I bought It With ihymdnej^ for *the farety snd'ac* 
commodatibn of myfelf and (ervants 5 you' knew fikewife 
that I and my men are all well armed, while yon are naked £ 
therefore da not imagine that we will fufler any of you to en- 
ter that boat, and fave your lives^ at the expenfe of ours. Oa 
this veflel of the Rais is your dependence, in it you are to be 
fayed or toperilh; therefore all hands to work, and get the 
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veflfel of, while it is calm j »if (he bad been materially damag- 
ed, (he had been funk before new** 9 They all feemed on thia 
to take courage, and (aid they hojted he would not leave 
them. He told them if they 'wonld be men, he would not 
leave them while there was a bit of the veflel together. 

The boat was immediately launched, and one of Mr. 
Brute's iervaota, the Rais and two fail ore, were put on board, 
They were fbon upon the bank, where the two failor&got out, 
Who cut their feet at firft upon the white coral, but afterwards 
got firmer footing. They attempted topufh the (hip backwards, 
but (he would not move. Poles and haodfpikes were tried in 
order toitir her, hot thefe were not long -enough. In a word, 
there was no appearance of getting her off before morning, 
when they knew the wind would rife, and it was to be fear- 
ed (he would then be darned to pieces. Other efforts were 
then ufed, and a, great cry, wa* then fet up that (he began to 
>move. A littletaf ter, a gentle wind juft ojatle itfclf felt from 
the eaft,aad tbecry from, the, Rais ^. « hoi ft the fore-f^il, 
anil pot k a, back*" This being immediately done, and a gentle 
breeze filling the fore-fail at the time they.aU pu^ed, and the 
veflel (lid gently off, free from the (hoal. Mr. Bruce did not 
partake of the joy fo ftiddenly as the others did.- J)e had al- 
ways fome fears .a plank might have been darted ; but they 
• faw the advantage of. a veflel being #we<i, rather iban nail- 
ed together, as (heatofeflly was unhurt, but smade very tittle 
water* . ,> :,- i -....;/ •* . :. . 

' . , \ 

• • . * 4 K * + •■•»-• 

» '*..'. \ . t ., „ 

On the ;pth of September, at five in,. the afternoon, they 
came td an anchor .In Jhe. harbour of Ma4iab, .having, been 
seventeen {laya on , their paflage, including the day they; firft 
went on board, though this voyage, with $ fayouraUe wind, 
is generally made, in |4 r ee day s^ k often has, indeed, been 
ia|le4 In left. . Yetth^muftnot be wholly attributed to the 
weather, as they {pent much time in fucveying the iflanda, , 
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*tcotrirT or rmt Ftxrr jams or t« ivdiah anb ^f*/-** 

CAfT TRADE :~-THE, P J RBr,P.B6PL INC OF ABrtSltfJA 
AND ATSARA ."— <SOMt Cfly*£CTff*£J COVCSJW- 
ING THE 0R1GN OF' LANGUAGE TSEIlE* 

WHOEVER perufes the biftory of the mod ancient na- 
tions, will find the orign of wealth and power to have 
arifen in the eaft, and to have gradually advanced weftward, 
fpreacjing itfelf at the fame time north and fonth. They wiH 
find the riches and population of thofe nations decay in pro- 
portion as this trade forfakes them ; which cannot but fuggeft 
to every fenfible being, this certain truth, that God makes ufe 
of the fmalleft means and caufes to operate the greateft and 
mod powerful effefts. Sefofti is pafled with a fleet of large 
fliips from the Arabian Gulf Into the Indian Ocean ; he fub- 
dued part of India, and opened to Egypt the commerce of 
that country by fea. It would appear lie revived, rather than 
fifft di (covered, this way pf carrying on the trade to the Eaft 
Indies, which, though it was at times intermitted, was, 
nevertnelefs, perpetually kept up by the trading nations 
themfelves, from the ports of India and Africa, and on the 
Red Sea from Edom. 

The 
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The pilots of Sefoftris were acquainted with the phanom* 
enaDfthftr^e-Wintis and monflamsv Hfflorj:fa^lm w ther 
of Sefoftris, that the Egyptians confidered him as their great- 
eft benefadtor, for having laid open ^o them the trade both 
of India and Arabia, for having overturned the dominion of 
the Shepherd kings ; and, laftly, for having reftored to the 
Egyptian individuals each their own lands, which had been 
wrefted from them by the violent hands "of the Ethiopian 
Shepherds, during the firft ufurpation of thefe princes. In 
memory of his having happily accomplished thefe events, Se- 
foftris is fald to have built a (hip of cedar of a hundred "Mid 
twenty yards^in length, the outfide of whkti he covered with 
plates of gold, and the infide with plates of filver, and this 
he dedicated in the temple to Ifis. 

The inhabitants of the peninfaja of fadia laboured under 
many difadvantages in point of climate. The high and whole* 
fome part of the country was' covered with barren and rug- 
ged mountains ; and, at different times of the year, violent 
rain*- felt in large currents down the fides of thefe, which 
overflowed all the fertile land below ; and thefe rains were 
no fooner over, than they were fucceedecLby a fcorchiag fun, 
the effect of which upon the human body, was to render it 
feeble, enervated, and incapable of the efforts neceflkry for 
agriculture. In this flat country, large' rivers, that fcarce 
had declivity enough to run, crept flowly along, through 
meadows of fat pl^ck earth, ftagnatingin many places as they 
went, rolling an abundance of decayed vegetables, and filling 
the whole air with exhalations of the moil corrupt and pu- 
trid kind. Yet they had plenty of clothing adapted by Pro- 
vidence to their climate ; fpices to preferve their health; 
and every tree without culture .produced them fruit of the 
mod, excellent kind ; every tree afforded them fliade, under 
which they could, pafs their lives delightfully in a calm and 
rational, enjoyment, by the gentle exercife of weaving, at 
once providing for the health of their bodies, the neceflities ot 
thejr families, and the riches of their country. But however 
plentifully their fpices grew, in whatever quantity the Indians 
cpnfumed thejn, and however generally they wore \heir own 
manufacture*, the fuperabundance of both was fucji, as nat- 
urally 
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rajly led them to look out for {articles agatnlt yhich they 
might barter their fuperfluities k . , ■ 

T he filk and cottdh of India were white and colovrleTs, 
liable to fdil ! , and without any variety ; but Arabia produced 
gums and dyes of various colours, which were highly agreea- 
bly to the fcafte of the Afiatkrs. The baiis of trade, between 
lndi& and Arabia, was thus laid from the beginning by the 
Uand of Provideiice* The wants and neceffities of the one 
found a fupply, or balaflcefrdm the other. 

In India they fined on gold and filver aa pfqpen returns for 
their mami^&ures and produce. It is not eafy to fay, whe- 
ther it was fcoin. their hagdnfffa or beauty, pr what other rea- 
son. gbvetoedVtfje njind of mail in, making thl& flai^l^d of bar- 
ter Tfte hiftarp of, the partfcqla* tranfa<ti©ns of tbofe times 
ia lofty if indeed there ever was fuch.hiAory, and, therefore, 
i4I ftffther inquiries ate )$ vain. 

Vtlf. Bruce next proceeds to fpeak of the orign of characters 
or letters* He fays* but two original characters obtained in 
lEgypt. The firftVwas thetSee*, the fecorid the Saitfc, and 
both tfhefc were the oldeft chara&ers in the World, and both 
derived from hieroglyphics, ! 

T^bfejs. vy as buik by a^ colony of Ethiopians from Sjre, the 
city, of SfMr, or ijhe Dqg ifrar; Diodoru* Siculus fays, that the 
Greeks, by putting O before Siris* bad, made the word unin- 
telligibly to the Egyptians. £ Sir is, . then, was Ofiris j but he 
yra* aoJttfee Sua, no niore tfian he was Abraham, nor, was he 
* r$aj perfonage. . He. %as Syrius, or the dog ftar, t defigned 
Hinder the figure of a dog, becaufe of the warning be gave to 
At>ara, where the fir lib obfervatipos were made at his difen- 
gftging hjmfeif from, t,he rays of the fun, fo as to be vilible to 
tjtepaked eye, , Hisfirft appearance) was figuratively coiupar.- 
ed to t|ie barjkti}g of a dqy, by t the warning it gaire to pre- 
fgwp $qv t^ejapp^rpachj^n^.i^un^ation, Mr. Bruce believes^ 
$tyep^Q,re, thjs, ^yaa the f#ft, hieroglyphic ; and that Ifis, Ofiris, 
aqd T<>V were ajl after Inventions relating to it. It is not 
t& hp dpubteij., that, hieroglyphics, but not aflronomy, were 
invented: at Thebes, wjiere t,he theory of the dog-ftar was par- 
- ticuUrly inxeftigated, becauie connected with tfieir rural yr^r; 
1 " H '" ' * Mr. 
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Mr. Bruce roufider& that immenfe quantity of hieroglyphics, 
with, which the walls of the temples/ and- feces of the obeli&s, 
are covered, as containing So many agronomical observations 
He looks upon thefe as the ephemerictes of fome thoufand 
years, and that fufficiently accounts for their number. Their 
date and accuracy were indifputablej they, were exhibited 
in the moft public places, to be confulted as occailon re* 
quired ; and, by the deepnefs of the engraving, bardnefs of 
the materials* and thetbicknefs and folidity of the block itfelf 
upon which they were carved, they bade defiance at once to 
violence and time* * 

Mr. Bruce Is fenfible, thattnoft of the learned writers are 
of fentiments very different from him in thefe refpe&s. They 
look for myiteries and hidden meanings, moral and philofoph- 
ical treatifes, as the fbbjects of thefefaieroglyphics. A fceptre, 
they fay, is the hieroglyphic ■ of a king. But where do we 
meet a. feeptre upon an antique. Egyptian monument ? or who 
told us this was an emblem of royalty among the Egyptians at 
the time of the hrft invention of this figurative writing ? 
Again,, the ferpent with the {ajl in its mouth denotes - the 
eternity of God, that he is without beginning and without 
end. This is a Chriftian truth, and a Chriftian belief, but no 
where to be found in the polytheifm of the inventors of hie- 
roglyphics. It is not with philofdphy as with anftronomy ; 
the older the obfervations, the more ufe they are of to potter- 
fty. A le&ure of an Egyptian prteitupon divmfty, morality, 
or natural hiftory, would not pay the trouble at this day of 
engraving it upon (lone ; and one of the reafons that no fuch 
fubje&s were ever treated in hieroglyphics is, that in all thole 
Mr. Bruce ever had an opportunity. of feeing, and very, few 
people have feen more, he constantly found the fame figures 
repeated, which obvionfiy, and without difpute, allude to 
the hiftory of the Nile, and its different periods of ihcreafe, 
the mode of meafuringit, the Etefian winds j in fliort, fuch 
obfervations as we every day fee in an almanack, in which we 
cannot fuppofe, that for faking the obvious import, where 
the good they did was evident, they ihould afcribe different 
meanings to the hieroglyphic, to which no key has been left, 
and therefore their future inutility muft have been forefeen. 

The 



The word Tct is Ethiopia and the re can be little <)oubt 
it means thedog-ftar. It was the name given to the firfk 
month of the Egyptian year. The meaning of the name in the 
language of the province of Sire, is an idol, compofed of differ- 
ent heterogcaeous pieces j 4t is found having this fignjficatfon 
in many of their books. Thus a> naked man is not a Tot> 
but the body of a naked man with a dog's head, an afe> 
head, or a ferpent iuftetfd of a head, is a/jfor. According 
to the import of that word it ft an* almanack, or fe&ion of 
the phenomena in the heavens, which are to happen in the. 
limited time it is made to comprehend, wJlen expofed for the 
information of the public; and the more extenfive itsufe is 
intended to be, the greater number of emblems, or fign* of 
obfervation, it- is charged with. 

* * 

The multitude of the£e emblems, and the frequent change 
of them, produced the neceflhy of cor. trading their lize, uud 
this again a confeouentiai alteration in the origio&l forms ; 
and the ftiie or fmall portable inflrument became all that v$s 
neceffary ibr fini flung thefe fmall. Tots, inftead of a large grav* 
er or carving tool, employed in making the large ones. But 
men, at 1 aft, were fo much ufed to the alteration, as to know 
i-t better than under its primitiye form, and the engraving be- 
came. what we may call/the tirft elements, or- root,, in prefer- 
ence to the original. 

Thefe Tots were probably what formerly -. the Egyptians 
called a book or almanack ; a ^olle£Uon>of tijefe was proba- 
bly bung up in fbme confpicuou* ptece,, to inform the public 
of the ftate of the heavens, (Mbnfand dtfeafesto be expt&ecl 
in the courfe of them, asMsthe cafe in the Englifh almanacks 
attfhis'day. ■ ; --"*'* * •-'• ' * • "'■■ * 

Whether letters were l$nown to, Jfiyafr before the flood, i* 
no wheije. i#*fl from any authority, afid the inquiry into.it is 
therefore -ufeleis. It i^difficult,,in Mr. Bruce' s opiu/iqa, to im- 
agine that any fociety,engaged in different occupations, could 
fubiift long without them. There feems to be lefs doubt, that 
they were invented fqopt after the difjjerfiou, long before JVIp-r 
les, and in common ufe among the Gentiles of his time. U- 
feems alfo probable that the firit alphabet was Ethiopic, fir ft 

founded 
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Founded on hieroglyphics, and afterwards modelled ihtottrore 
current and lefs laborious figures, for the fake of applying 
them to .the expedition of bufinefs» 

Though Mofes certainly did not invent ekher # or any char- 
acter, it is provable that he made two, perhaps- more altera- 
tions^ the Ethiopic alphabet as it then Hood, with a WW to> 
increafe the difference ffcll more between toe writing then ia 
life among the nations, and what be intended to be peculiar 
to the Jews. The firft was altering: the direction and 
writing from right*to left, whereas, the Ethiopian was, and is 
'to this day, written from lefkfeo rights as. was the hieroglyph- 
ic alphabet. The frcond was. taking away* the .points, which- 
from all times muft have exifted and been, as it were; a part 
of the Ethiopic letters invented, with them, and Mr. Bruce 
.tfoes not fee how it is poflible it ever could have been read 
without them ; fo that, which way foever the difpute may 
turn concerning the antiquity of the application of the Mafo- 
t etic points, the invention was no new one, but did exift as, 
early as language waa written. Probably thefe alterations, 
were very rapidly adopted after the writing of the law, and 
applied to the new character as it then flood > becaufe, not 
.lorg after, Mofes was ordered to fubmit the law itfelf to th* 
people, which woujd have been perfectly ufelefs, had so* 
leading and tlje character been familiar to them at that thnev 

It alfo appears to our traveller, that she Ethionic word* 
were always feparatcd, and coukl not rurt together, or be 
joined as the Hebrew, and that the running the words togeth- 
er into one, muft have been matter of choice in the Hebrew* 
to increafe the difference j n writing the two languages, a* the 
contrary had been pratti fed in the Ethiopian language* ThoiPgh 
there is really little refemblance between the Ethiopic and 

5 tie Hebrew letters, and not much more between that and th* 
amaritan, yet there is room for fufpicion, that tlse language* 
were once much nearer akin than thiadi (agreement of their 
alphabet promifes, and for this reafon, that a very great num- 
ber of words are found thrpugbout the Old Teftaroent that 
hive really no root, nor can be derived from any Hebrew 
origin, and yet all have, in the Ethiopic, a plain, clear, une* 
qulvocal origin, to and from which they can be traced with* 
out force or difficulty. After , 
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- After Thebes was defirqyed by; the firft Shepherds,, com- 
merce, and it is probable. the arts, with \t, (led for a time from 
Egypt, and centered in Edom, a city and territory, though 
we know little of its hi ft or y, at that period the richeft in the 
world. David, in the very. neighbourhood of Tyre and Sidon, 
calls Edom the ftrong city j " Who will bring me into the 
ftrong city ? "Who will lead me into Edom ?"" David, from 
an old quarrel, and probably from the recent iniligatjon of 
the Tyrians his friends, invaded Edona, deftroyed the city, 
and difperfed the people* He was the great military power 
then upon the continent : Tyre and Edom were rivals f and 
hiaconqueft of that laft great' and trading ftate, which he 
united to hrs empire, would yet have loft bim the trade he 
fought to cultivate,. by the, very means he ufed to obtain it, 
Jiad not Tyre been in a capacity to fncceed to Edom, and to 
collect its mariners and artificers, fcattered abroad by the 
c'onqiieft. David took pofieflkm 6f t Wo ports, Eioth and 
£2 ion £abar, rromVtfiiclf hd carried? on the trade to Ophir and 
TarfliUb' 9 to a very great ektent, to the day of his death. 

David was fucceejded bjy. Solomon in bis kingdom, and 
likewife in the fnejuju"? 9? Hiram king of Xyre. . Solomon 
vifited Eloth and Ezkm-gaber in perfon, and fortified them, 
He cc4Iec"ted a number of pilots, (hipwrighta, and, mariners, 
difper/ed by his father's conqueft of Edom, moft of whom* bad 
talcen refuge ip/Tyve and Sidon, the commercial. dates in the 
Mediterranean,, Hiram fupplied him with feiior* ^abund- 
ance ; .but the feilors fo furnifhcd from Tyre ^ were not capa- 
ble of perform ing the fervioe which Solomon required,' with- 
out the 1 direction of pilots and mariners ufed to the naviga- 
tion of the Arabian Gulf and Indian Ocean." - Such were 
thofe mariners who formerly lived in Edom, whom Solomon 
had now collefted in Eloih and Ezion-gaber. 

Very different was the left mentioned navigation in all ref^ 
peels from- that of the Mediterranean, which, with regard to 
the former, might be compared to a pond, every fide being 
confined with fltores little diftaht one from the other ; even 
that fmall extent of fea^was fo full of ifiands, that there wis 
much greater art required in the pilot to avoid land than to 
reach it. It was, befides, fubjeft to variable wuids, being to 
H3 the 
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the northward of 30° of latitude, the limits to which Provi- 
dence hath continent hofe winds 8)1 over the globe j whereas the 
navigation of the Indian Ocean was governed by laws more 
convenient and regular, though altogether dh&rent from 
thofe that obtained in the 'Mediterranean* Mr. Bruce thai 
proceeds to explain this phenomenon. 

It is known to aU thofe who are ever (0 fit tie verf&nt hi* 
the hiftory ot Egypt, that the wind from the north prevaHs 
in that valley all the fummer months, and i? called the Eteficw 
Winds ? it fwetps the valley from north tofoutfe, that being 
the direction of Egypt, and of the Vile, which rons through 
the midft of it. The two chains of mountains, which confine 
Egypt on the eaft and on the weft, conlirain the wind to take- 
this precifi? direction. , - 

We may naturally Aippofe the iam* would be tne cafe in 
the Arabian Gulf, had that narr*tw tea been ifia direction 
parallel to the land of Egypt,! or,due.ji»rta and foutfn The 
Arabian Gulf, however, or what we call the Red Sea, lies 
from nearly north- weft to fouth-eaft, from Suez to Mocha*- 
It then turns nearly eaft and weft, tilt It joins the Indian Ocean 
at the Straits of BabelmancFeb. ' The * Eteiian winds, Which 
are due north in Egypt, heretafce the direction of the Gulf, 
and blow in that direction fteadily all the feafori, while it 
continues riorth in the valley of Egypt 5 that is, from April 
to Oclober the wind blows north-weft Up the Arabian Gulf 
towards the Straits $ and from November till March,' directly 
contrary, down the Arabian Gulf) frfcrn the Straits of Babel- 
mandeb to Suez and the Ifthmus. Thele winds, which fome 
corruptly call tht trade-winds , is a very erroneous name given 
to them, and apt to confound narratives, and make them un- 
intelligible. A trade wind is a wind which, all the year 
through, blow sy and has ever blown, from the fame point of 
the horizon 5 fuch is the fouth-weft, fouth of the Line, in the 
Indian and Pacific Ocean, On the contrary, thefe winds, of 
which we have now fpoken, are called monfoons ; each year 
they blow fix months from the/northward, apd the other tix 
months from the fotithward, in the Arabian Gulf; while in 
the Indian Oce«m., without the Straits of Babelmaudeb, they 
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blow Juft the contrary at the fame feafons % thai it, in tun* 
mer trom the fo~utbw»rd, and in winter from the northward* 
fubject to a ftnail kifle&ioa to the eaft and to the weft* * 

It ma/" be neceflary here to obferve, that a veflel (aJKng • 
from Suez, or the Elanitic Gulf, in any of the funamer month*,* 
will find a fteady wind at north- weft, which will carry it in 
the direction of the. Gulf to Mocha* At Mocha, the eoaft is 
eaft and weft to the Straits of Babehnandeb, fo that the veflH 
from Mocha will have variable wind* for a ftort (pace, but 
moftly wefterly ., and thefe wili carry her on to the* Straits* 
She is then done with tfaemonjton in the Gulf, which wat 
from the north, and, being in the Indian Ocean, is taken up 
by the monibon, which "blows in the rummer months there y 
and is directly contrary to what obtains in the Gulf* This 
is a fouth- wetter, which carries the veflel with a flowing fail 
to any part in India, without delator impediment. 'The 
•fame happens upo» her return homer She (ails in the winter' 
months by the monfoon proper to that fea, that is, with a- 
north-eaft, which carries her through the Straits of Babel- 
mandeb. Sbe finds, within the Gulf, a wind at foutb-caft, 
directly contrary to what Was in the ocean y but then her 
courfe is contrary likewife, fo thst a fouth-eaffer, anfwerin^. 
to the flireftion X)f the Gulf, carries her dire&Iy to Suez, or 
the Elanitic Gulf, to whichever way '(he jpropofes going*- 
Hitherto all is plain, fjm^Ie, arideafy to be underftood 5 and 
this was the reafon why,, in the earlieftagcs, the India trade 
was carried on without difficulty. 

The proJjterous days .of the commerce with the Elan ft ic 
Gii If, feemed to be at this time nearly part ; yet, after the 
revolt of the ten tribes, Edom remaining to the houfe of 
David, they ftdl carried on a fort of trade from the Elanitic 
Gulf, though attended with many difficulties. This contin- 
ued till the reign of Jehofaphat ; but, on Jehoram's fucceed-* 
ing that prince, the Edomites revolted, and cbofe a king of 
their own, and were never after fubjecl: fo the kings of Judah, 
fill the reign of Uzziah, who conquered Eloth, fortified it, 
and having peopled it witfi a colony of his own, revived the 
old traffic. This fubfiftfed till the reign of Ahaz, when Rezin, * 
king of Daniafcufi, took Eloth, and expelled the Jews, plant- 
ing 
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ing in their (lead a colony of Syrians. But be did not long 
enjoy (hit good fortune, for the year after, Rezin was con- 
quered by Tilgath-pUefer ; and one of the fruits of this vic- 
tory was the taking of Eloth, which never after returned to 
the Jews. 

The extirpation of the Edomites, the repeated wars and 
conqueft to which the cities on the Elanitic Golf had been 
fubjeci, all the great events that immediately followed one 
another, of courfe difturbed the ufual channel of trade by the 
Red Sea, whofe ports were now consequently become unfafe 
by being in poffeffion of Grangers, robbers, and foldiers ; it 
changed, therefore, to a place nearer the center of police and 
good government, than fortified and frontier towns could be 
fuppofed to be. The Indian and African merchants, by con- 
vention, met in AfTyria, as they had done in SemiramU's time; 
the one. by the Perfiaa Gulf and Euphrates, tfy? otto* through 
Arabia. AfTyria, therefore,, became the mart of* the iWia 
trade in the Eaft. i - 

Kabopollafer, and his fon Nebuchadnezzar, brought a 
prodigious quantity of bullion, both (liver and gold, to Baby- 
lon his capital, having plundered Tyre, and robbed Solomon's 
Temple of all the gold that had been brought from Ophir > 
and he had, beffdes r conquered Egypt and laid it wafte, and 
cut off the communication of trade in all thefe places, by al- 
mod extirpating the people. Immenfe riches flowed to him, 
therefore j on all Tides, and it was a circumftance^particularly 
favourable to merchants in that country, that it was governed 
by written laws that Screened their properties from any re- 
markable violence or injuilke. 

y 

Sueh was the fituation of the country at the birth of Cyrus, 
who having taken Babylon and flain. Belfhazsar, became 
matter of the whole trade and riches of the Eaft. Whatever 
character writers give of thi* great prince, bis conduct, with 
regard to the commerce of the , country, ihews him to have 
been a weak one ; for not content with the prodigious pros- 
perity to vtfiich his dominions had arrived, by the misfortune 
of other nations, and perhaps by the good faith kept by his 
fubjetts to merchants, enforced by thofe written laws he 

undertook 
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undertook Hit mod atifurd ami drtattrens project of •ntoleW- 
ing the traders tfcemfelveV, and Invading India,' that- Ml -at 
once he itiight render himfttf "matter of their riches* We 
executed this fcheme juft as abfbrdly-'as lie formed it> lor* 
knowing that large caravans of merchants came into Perfia 
and Affyria from India, through the Ariana, {the defert 
coaft that rtfns all along the Indian Ocean to the Perfiart Gulf, 
al mod entirely deftitute of water, and very nearly as much fo 
of provifiom, both which caravans always carry 'with them), be 
attempted to enter India ty the very fame road-with a large 
army, the fame way his predeceilbr Semiramis had pfoje<Sbedf 
1300 years before ; and as her army had periftied^ib did hi*' 
to a man, without bavingjever met with the lead fnccefs. 

His fon and fucceflbr Carobyfes, was equally *unfert8nate j 
for, obferving the cjuantity of gold btxjught from Ethiopia 
into Egypt, herefolved to roarcn to the fource, and at once 
make himfelf matter of thofe treafures by rapine, which he 
thought came too {lowly through the medium of commerce.' 

G£rmbyfe*s expedition into Africa obtained 3 -celebrity bf 
the abfurdity of the project, by the enormous cruelty and 
havock that attended the courfe of it, ant) by the great and 
very juft punithment that closed it in the end. It was one of 
thofe many nVoaftreus extravangancies, which made up the 
life of the greateftjnadman that ever difgraced the annals of 
antiquity. Thebafeft mind ir perhaps the mod capable o£» 
avarice * and when this paffion ha* taken poflefllon of tlje 
human heart, it is wrong enough to excite vis to. under* 
takings as great as any of thofe dictated by the nobleft of our 
virtues. Cambyfes, araidftihe coromitfion of tbemoftnor* 
rid exceffea during the conqueft of Egypt* was informed 
that, from the fouth of that couafry, there was wrffcmtly 
brought a quantity of pare geld, independent of what^aiue 
from the top of the Arabic Gulf, which was now carried 
into AiTyria, and circulated in theHrade of bis country* Thia 
ftfpply of gold belonged properly and e&chifively %a Egypt ; 
and & very 'lucrative; though tfet very extenuve qoininerc/, 
was, by its means, carried on with India. He fond o*»t t 
that the people poje&ig jfeeft treasure* we**ealled Ma*rM, 

wbick 
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whkh Agnizes long livers > and that they pfcfieJTed a country 
divided from him by lakes, mountains, and defects. But ' 
what ftili affecled him mod was, that in his way were a 
multitude of warlike Shepherds. I 

. Cambyfet in order to make peace with the Shepherds, Fell 
furioufly upon the gods and temples in Egypt $ he murdered 
the facred ox, the apis, deftroyed Memphis, and all the 
public buildings wherever he went. This was a gratification 
to the Shepherds, being equally enemies to thofe that wor- 
Jhipped beafts, or lived in cities. After this introduction, he 
concluded peace with them in the moft folemn manner, each 
nation vowing eternal amity with the otherr Nothwith- 
ftanding which, no fooner was he arrived at Thebes (in Egypt) 
than he detached a large army to plunder the temple of Ju- 
piter Amnion, the greateft objeft of the worfliip of thefe 
Shepherds ; which army utterly periled without a man re- 
maining, probably covered by the moving fands. He then 
began his march againft the Macrobii, keeping clofe to the 
Nile. The country there being too high to receive any ben- 
efit from the inundation of the river, produced no corn, fo 
that part of his army died for want of provifion. 

A detachment from another part of his army proceeded to 
the country, of the Shepherds, who, indeed , furniihed him 
with food ? .but, exafperated at the. facrile^e he had committ- 
ed againft their god, they condii&ed frts troopa { thFough. pla- 
ces where they could procure no water. . Alter fuffering all 
this lofs, he was not yet arrived. beyond 24°, the parallel of 
Syene. . From hence i}e di (patched ambairatfqrs,.or.fpies, to 
dtfeovee the country before him, finding he' could, no longer 
rely upon the Shepherds.. Thefe found it full of black war- 
like .people, of great fiae, and prodigious ftrength of. body j 
active, and continually exercjfed in hunting the lion, the ele- 
phant,; and .other monftrous beafts which live in thefe forefls. 
They Co abound with gold, that the moft common utenfils 
and inttru/nents were made of that metal, whilft, at the fyme 
time, they were utter (hangers to bread of any kind what- 
ever ; and, ntitonly fo, but their country was, by its nature, 
Incapable of producing any fort .of grain from which bread 

could 
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could be made. They (ubfifted upon raw flefh alone, dried 
in the fan, efpecialfy that of the rhinoceros, the elephant, and 
giraffa, which they had flain in hunting. On foch food they 
have ever fince lived, and live to this day, and on fuch food 
Mr. Bruce himfelf lived with them ; yet Kill it appears ftrange, 
that people confined to this diet, without variety or change, 
fhouldhaveit for their chara&eriftic that that they were long 
livers 

The Shepherds were not at all alarmed at the arrival of 
Camby fes's ambafTadors. On the contrary, they treated thejm 
as an inferior fpecies of men*' Upon alking them about their 
diet, and hearing it was upon bread, they called it dung % 
probably from having the appearance of that bread which 
the miserable Agows, their neighbours, make from feeds of 
baftard rye, which they collect in their fields under (he burn- 
ing rays of the fun. They laughed at Camby fee's requifitton 
of fubinitting to him* and did not conceal their contempt of 
his idea of bringing an army thither. . - They treated ironically 
his hopes of conqueft, even fuppofing all difficulties of .the 
defert overcome, and his army ready to enter their country, 
and couafelled him to return while he was well, at leaf* for 
a time till he fliould produce a man of his army that could 
bend the bow. that they then fent hkn ; in which cafe, he 
might continue to advance, ■ and. have hope o£ coaQueft, • - 

It is well known, that the Perfiaps were all famous archers* 
The mortification, therefore, they experienced, by receiving 
the bow they could not bend, was a very fenfible one, though 
the narrative of the quantity of gold the meflengers had feen 
made a much greater impreffion upon Camby fes. To pro- 
cure this treafure was, however, impra&icable, as he had no 
provifion, nor, was there any in the way of his marclj. /His 
army, therefore, wafted daily by death and difperlion ; .and 
he had the mortification to be obliged to retreat into Egypt, 
after part of hjf, droops had been reduced to the neceifity qf 
eatiag each other. . '. 

Trade was now attempted to be opened by Darius king of 
Perd'a, in a much more worthy and liberal manner, as he fent 
fMps down the river Judo* intortfte bcean, whence they en- 
tered the Red Sea, It Is probable, in this voyage, he acquired 

all 
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all the knowledge necefTary for ef&blUhing ;hfe trade In 
Jfcrfia j few be mufthaye pajfed through the Per flan Gulf, 
ftttt aAonf Ihe, whole eaJQtem' coatt of Arabia ; be muft have 
teen* the. awts, of perfiuues a,nd {pices thai; were at the mouth 
o/>the Red Jfea, and the manner of bartering fo* gold end fil* 
ver, a* lie waa. neceflarily in tho(e trading places which, were 
VfQn. the, very (am* coaft from which the bullion was brought. 

Alexander's expedition into India was, of «ell events, that 
whlc^ moft< threatened ihe~deJtrii£tnon of the commerce of 
the Continent, or the difperfing it Into different channels 
throughout the Eaft : F«fc» by the deduction of Tyie, which 
UltiA have, lop a time, annihilated the trad* by. the Arabian 
Gulf i then by hh march through Egypt into the country of 
the Shepherds, and his intended fiurthq? progreft info fcthio* 
pirn to the head of the Ntfe. If vue may judge of what Me 
hear of htm in that part of hU expedition, we (hould be apt 
toot to believe, as others are. fond %>{• tiring, - that ;he had 
(choose* of commerce mingled with thete oi cetajuefljfc , His 
•axiey about tin own birth at the temple of Jupiter Awno*- 
thit irft quefttoa that be aiked of the :pr left, ^ Where the 
Nile bad its fource," fteroed to denote a Kind bufied about 
other objects ; for elfe he was then in the very place Joe in* 
formation, being in the Censple of the horned god, the deity 
of the Shepherds, the African carriers of the Indian produce j 
a temple which, though in the midft of fand, and deftitute of 
gold or filver, pbnefted more and better information con* 
cerning the trade of India and Africa, tban could be found 
In any other place on the Continent. 

Alexander, after having viewed the main ocean to the 
fouth, ordered N.earchns with his fleet to coaft along the Per- 
lian Gulf, accompanied by part' of the army 'on land Tor their 
mutual aififtauce, as there were a" great many hardfcips which 
followed the march of the drmy by land ,- l and- much difficulty 
and danger attended the Slipping as they Were (ailing* in un- 
known Teas againft the monfobns. Nearchus hi fflfclf inform* 
■^dJhQ^ujg at Pabylcua oj Jn> fuccef?{ul voyage, who. gave 
Jiim orders to continue it luto the Red Sea, which he" happily 
a^complitu^l to the .bottom of the Atabiaji Gulf. 

. • ' ' . /-",.--- The 
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The wifeft princes that ever fat upon the throne of Egypt 
were the Ptolemies, who applied with the utmoft care and 
attention to cultivate the trade of India, to keep up a perfect 
and friendly unclerlianding with every country that fupplied 
any branch of it, and in (lead of difturbing it either in Alia, 
Arabia, or Ethiopia, as their predecefibrs had done, they ufed 
their utmoft efforts to encourage it in all quarters. 

Ptolemy I. was at this time reigning in Alexandria, the 
foundation of whofe greatnefs he not only laid, but lived to 
lee it arrive at the greateft perfection. It was his conftant 
faying, that the true glory of a king was not in being rich 
himfelf, but in making his fubje&s fo. He, therefore, opened 
his ports to all trading nations, encouraged ftrangers of every 
language, protected caravans, and a free navigation by fea,by 
which, in a few years, he made Alexandria the great ftore- 
houfe of merchandize from India, Arabia, and Ethiopia* 
Ptolemy had been a foldier from his infancy,. and consequently 
kept up a proper military force, that made him every where 
refpected in thefe warlike and unfettled times. Be had a 
fleet of two hundred ihips of war constantly ready in the port 
of Alexandria, the only . part for which he had * apprehen- 
fions. All behind him was wifeJy governed, whilit it enjoy- 
ed a moil flourishing trade, to the profperity of which peace 
is neceffary. He died, in peace and old age, after having 
merited the glorious name of Soter, or Saviour of the king' 
4om. 

, Alexandria received the current of trade with the greateft 
impetuoGty, all the articles of luxury of the Eaft were to be 
found inhere. Gold and Diver, which were feu t formerly to 
Tyre, came now down to the Ifthmus (tor Tvre was no 
more) by a much (hotter carriage, ti ence to Memphis, 
whence it was tent down the Nile to Alexandria. The*. gold 
from the weft. and foutli parts of the continent reached the 
fame port with much lefs time and riik, as there was now 
no Red Sea to pais l and here was found the merchandize of 
Arabia and India in the greateft profusion. 

Ptolemy, to facilitate the communication with Arabia, 
built a town on the coaft of the Red Sea, in the country ot 
I the x 
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the Shepherd^ aild called it Bernite, after bis mother. Ttris, 
\ifes intendea as a place of neceflary reffefhment for all' tra- 
ders up and down the Gulf, whether of India or Ethiopia * • 
hence the' cargoes of merchants, who were afraid oflofing' 
the nionfoons, or had loft them, were carried by the inhabi- 
tants ofthe country, in three days, to the Nile, and there 
embarked for Alexandria. To make* the^ comrininkatton 
between the Nile and the Red §ea ftill more commodious, 
this prince tried an attempt (which had twice before mif- 
earried with very great lofs) to bring a canal from the Red 
Sea to the Nile, which "he actually accompliihed, joining it 
to tfie Pelufiac, or eaftern branch-of the Nile, 

Ptolemy had a Very powerful fleet and army, but he was 
inferior to many "of the prmcesy mWivals; in elephants, ;of 
which great life S,vas then made* in war. Thefe Ethiopians 
were hunters; and killed them for their fubfiftence. Ptolemy, . 
however, wifhed to have them taken alive, being numerous; 
and hoped both to furnifh bimftlf, and difpofe of them as an 
article 1 of trade to his neighbours; There is fomething ridi- 
culous in the manner in whfch^he' executed this expedition. 
'Aware of the difficulty of fubfiftirig in that country, he chbfe 
only a hundred 'Greek 1 horfdmeny whom 4 he covered with 
coats of m on (Iro us appearance ahd ftze, which left nothing- 
vilible but the eyes of the rider. Their horfes too were drf- 
guifed by;huge trappings,' which took from them all propor- 
tion and fliape. In this manner they entered this part of* 
Ethfopia, fpreading terror every where by their appearance, 
to which their ftrength arid courage bor*e a ftricl: proportion 
whenever they came to aftioh. But neither force "nor ih-' 
treaty could gain any thing upon* the fe Shepherds, or ever 
make tliem change or forfake the food they had been (b longf 
accuftonied to 5 and all the fruit Ptolemy reaped frbnr tniiex- ' 
pediiion, was to build a city, by the fea fide*, in the fourh-eeft ' 
corner j>f this country, which *h£ called Ptolemais Theron, or '* 
P^olemais in the country of wild beafts. • . , 

Ptolertiy Evergetes, fonand faccefipr of Ptolemy "Pbijadel-. 
phus, havifig provided himfelf amply with neceflaries for his 
army, ordered a fleet to coaft along beflde him, upftie Red 
$ea~$ he penetrated quite through the editatry of the' Shep*-' 
_ herds 
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<her4s into that of the £tbiopi ^Troglodytes, wh* ase black 
and ,wx>oly .headed, and. inhabit the low country .quite to- the 
jntountaibsrof ' Ahyffinia . He 1 even afcended: thofe *n.o untains, 
^forced, the. inhabitants to •fubmiffion,' -butyt .a targe temple at 
■ to.*um, rthe capital of Sire, and raifert a great many obeliflcs, 
^ve^al of Avhi'ch are Handing to this day. Afterwards pro- 
ceeding to the fotttheafr, he defcended into the cinnamon 
and myrrh country, behind Cape Gar,defan, (the Cape that 
-terminates the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean) from this, 
-crofled over >*& Arabia, to . the* Homerites, being the fame 
.people With the Abyftinians,, dnly on the Arabian more. He 
•it^en conquered fever a I of the Arabian princes, who-firft re- 
"lifted hu$* and badjt in bis power to hive )put an end to the 
itrade of IndiaTtherie',.had ,he .uot been as.great a politician as 
lie was a warrior. He ufed his victory, therefore in no ©tiler 
.manner, than to exhort and oblige thefe princes to pruteft 
trade, encourage : {tr*ugers, and, by every means, provide for 
.the funety ofneutrafiiHtercQurfe, by making rigorous exafev 
$>1** of robbers, by Tea imd land. ■ •■: 



India, and the Indian feas, were as. well known in Egypt as 

ithey^e nqw^; ,and ibf enbafTyiofiBucUftAin-to/t^e Indies, 

,mttjl have, fce«n*to remove 4 he: bad. effects, wJiicb the'ex*©r- 

(tiona ,a.qd .rrphberie* of Ptolemy «VM.* committed upon'«all 

, iUanger* iniM3£ibeginmngflf bis reign , Jiad made upon fhe 

-Kra^g .Ha^io.nsj. JEndojgas returned^ ^^ aft^ the death, of 

^jP-toJemy. , The n$ceijity, hpgwer, of j&tevoyag* appeared 

^iilifir^at.e^mjfthjtQ^i^e., Cteopetca, Jii*, widow, proje& a 

feGpr*dj%i>t the -(tone. pine, >and greater , preparations, wire 

. m»$e t^taH for \Ue fortner xme. )But EudoMis, trying exrjeri- 

v mentis .probably about thacinirfea of the«r««te«wfnds; lofrliis 

,' paflage,.anxi wja thrown upon the. coaft«£ Ethiopia ; -wl'rre, 

having landed, and made himfelf agreeable to the native*, Jhe 

brought home to Egypt a particular defcription of that coun- 

► tryjujdatsprodncB, .wWehifurnimediilll Hie difwvery rtece/T- 

ary to mttrutft the Ptolemies in every thing that related 10 the 

ancient trade of Arabia. * • J 4 

■ •• . . . 

The difcovery of Spain, the pofieffion of the mines of At- 
tica, from which they drew their fdver, and the revolution 

« that 
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that happened in Egypt itfeif, feemed to have faperfeded the 
communication with the coaft of Africa ; for, in Strabo's 
time, few of the ports of the Indian Ocean, even thofe near- 
eft the Red Sea, were known. Mr. Bruce (tippofes, that Che 
trade to India by Egypt decreafed from the very time of the 
conqneft by Csefar. The mines the Romans had at thefource 
of the river Bietis, in Spain, did not produce them above 
I5,oool. a year ; this was not a fufficient capital for carrying 
on the trade to India $ and therefore the immenfe riches of 
the Romans feem to have been derived from the greatnefs of 
the prices, not from the extent of the trade. ~ Egypt now, 
and all its neighbourhood, began to wear a face of war, to 
which it had been a ftranger for fo many ages. The north of 
Africa was in conftant troubles, after the fir ft r bin of Car- 
thage j fo that we may imagine the trade to India began 
again, on that fide, to be_carried on pretty much in the fame 
manner it had been before the days of Alexander. But it 
had enlarged itfeif very muchon the Beriian fide, and found 
an eafy, fliort inlet into the north of Europe, which then fur- 
nifhed them a market and confumption of fpices. 

The Jews in Alexandria, until the reign -of Ptolemy Pttif- 
con, had carried on a very extenfive part of? the 1 India trade. 
All Syria was mercantile ; and lead, iron, and copper, fop* 
plied, in fome manner, the deficiency of -gold 1 and fciver, 
which never again was in fuch abundance till after the dif- 
covery of America. But the ancient trade to India, -by tlie 
Arabian Gulf and Africa, carried on by the medium of thefe 
two metals, remained at home undimrainSecr with the £tni- 
©pians, defended by large extenfive deferrs, and happy with 
the enjoyment of riches and fecurity, tili a fre(h diffcovery 
again introduced to them both partners and matters in. their 
trade; ; •- > 1 . ., «> r < \,. • ,i v . v : 

Mr, Bruce next proceeds to give fome account of the vitlt 
made by the queen of Sheba, a* we erroneonfly ca.H>h«r,yand 
•he confequences of that vifit ; the foundation of .an Ethiopi- 
an monarchy, and the continuation of the fceptre in/the tribe 
of Judab, down to this day. 

Many 
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Many have thought this queen was an Arab. But Saba 
was a feparate ft ate, and the Sabeans a diftinft people from 
the Ethiopians and die Arabs, and have continued fo till very 
lately. We know, from toiftory, that it was a cuftom among 
thefe Sabeans, to have women for their Sovereigns in prefer- 
ence to men, a cuftom which ftUl fubfifts among their de- 
scendants. Her. name, tbeJVrabs fay, was Bellas g the Abyf- 
iinians Maqueda, Our Saviour calls her Queen of the South, 
without mentioning ajoy other name,. but gives his fen&ion fo 
the truth of ihe voyage, '* The. queen of the South (or Saba, 
*«,or A?ab) mail rife up in the judgment yvith this generation, 
r ** suid -mall, condemn it i for:, Hie came from *he uttermoft 
f «« parts of the earth to^ear the ; wiftlom of Solomon ; ami, 
"behold, * greater tjian Solomon is here." $o other partic- 
ulars, however, are mentioned about her in fcripture. Tbe 
gold, the .myrrh, caffia, and frajikincenfe, were all the pro- 
duce of her own. country j and the many reafons Pineda, gives 
to (hew (he was ten Arab, more than convince Mr. Bruce that 
( fiie was a$ Ethiopian or Cuihite fliepherd. 

' Whether fhe was a Jewefs or a Pagan is uncertain ; Sabaifin 
was the religion, of all the Eaft. It was the cqnftarit attend- 
ant and ftumbling block of the^ewsj but c on f jeering the 
multitude of that people' then trading from Jerufalem, and the 
long time it continued, it is not improbable /he was a Jewefs. 
She Jikewife appears to have been a perfon of learning, and 
that fort of* learning which was then almoft peculiar to Pa- 
lestine, not to Ethiopia. For we fee that one of the reafons 
. of her coming j .wa^t^e^amiDe whether, Solomon was,feally 
. the, learned man he waa Jaid to.be* She came to try him m 
• allegories, or parables, in which Nathan inftru&ed Solomon. 

The annals of Abyffinia fay fhe was, a Pagan when flie left 

A,zab, but being full of admiration at the fight of Solomon's 

works, fhe was converted to Judaifm. in .Jerufalem, aud 

'bore him a fon, who;m fhe called Menilek, and who was 

•their firft king. '* ■ x .' , 

She returned with lier fon Menilek to : Saba, or Azab, 

whom, after keeping him fome years, fhe fent back to his 

-father to be iaftru&ed. Solomon <hd no* neglect* his charge, 

4 * ■-• ■ ■ • \ • ■ 0*T and 
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and he was anointed and crowned king of Ethiopia, in the 
temple of Jerufalem, and at his inauguration took the name 
of David. After this he returned to Azab, and brought with 
hinva colony of Jews, among whom were many doctors of the 
law of Moles, particularly one of each tribe, to make judges 
in his kingdom, from whom the prefent Umbares(ojr Supreme 
judges, three of whom always attend the king) are faid and 
believed to be defcended. With thefe came alfo Azarias, the 
Ton of Zadok the prieft, and brought with him a Hebrew 
traofcript of the law, which was delivered into his cuftody, 
as he bore the title'of Neurit, or High pried 5 and this charge, 
though the book itfelf was burnt with the church of Axum 
in the Moorlfh war of Adel, is {till continued, as it is faid, in 
the lineage of Azarias, who are Nebrits, or keepers of the 
church of Axum, at this day. All Abylfinia was thereupon 
converted, and the government of the church and -ftate mod- 
elled according to what was then in ufe at Jerufalem. 

The Queen of Saba having made laws irrevocable to all 
her pofterity, died, after a long reign of 40 years, in 986 be- 
fore Chrift, placing her fon Menilek upon the throne, whpfe 
pofterity, the annals of Abyffinia would teach its to believe 
have ever fince reigned. So far we muft indeed bear witnefs 
to them, that this is no new doctrine, but has been ftedfaftly 
and uniformly maintained from their earlieft account of time; 
firft, when Jews, then in later days after they had embraced 

Chriftianity. 

< « - 

Mr. Bruce then obferves, that a* we are about to take our 
leave j>f the. Jewifli religion and government in the line of 
Solomon, it is here the proper place that he (honld add what 
he has to fay of the Falafha. , The account they give of them- 
felves, which is fupported only by tradition among them, is, 
that they came with Menilek from Jerufalem, fo that {hey 
agree perfectly with the Abyffinians in the ftory of the queen 
of Saba, who, they fay, was a Jewefs, and her nation Jews 
before the time of Solomon ; that (he lived at Saba, or Azaba, 
the myrrh and frankincenfe country upon the Arabian Gulf. 
"They fay further, that (he. went to Jerufalem, under protec- 
tion of Hiram king of Tyre, whole daughter is faid in the 

v . xlvtbP&Ua 
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xlvth P(alm to have attended her thither ; that (he went not 
in (hips, nor through Arabia, for fear of the Ifyniaelites, but 
from Afcab rouud Mafuah and Suakem, and~was efcorted by 
the Shepherds, her own fubje&s, to Jerufalem, and back 
again, making life of her own country vehicle, the camel, and 
that hers was a white one, of prodigious fize and exquifite 
beauty. They agree alfo, in. every particular, with the 
Abyffinians, about the remaining part of the ftory, the birth 
and inauguration. of Menilek, who was their firii king ; alfo 
the coming, of Asanas; and twelve elders irom the twelve 
tribes, and other do dors of the law, whofe potterity they 
deny to have, ever apoftatifed to'Chfiftianity, as the Abyffini- 
ans pretend 2 they did at the converfion. They, fa;y, that, 
when the trade of the Red, Sea fell into, the hands of Gran- 
gers, and all communication was (but up between them and 
Jernfalem, the cities were abandoned, and the inhabitants re- 
1 inquired the coait that they were the inhabitants of tbefe 
cities, by trade moitly brick and tile-niakers, N potters, t hatch- 
ers of houfes, and fuch like mechanics, e«iplo\ed in them ; 
and finding the* low country of Dembea afforded materials for 
exerclfinjf thefe trades, they carried- the article of pottery in 
that province . to a r degree of perfection icaYcely to be- in*- 
agi ned. . 

The(e people, being very- in duftrious, multiplied exceed- 
ingly, and were very powerful at the time of the conversion 
to Chriftianity, or, as they term it, the Apoftacy under Abre* 
ha and At^beha. At this tifrie they declared a prince of the 
tribe of Judah, and of the rape of Solomon and Menilek, to 
be their fovereign. The name of this prince wasPhinea3 t 
who refuted to abandon the religion of hrs forefathers; and 
from him their fovereigns are Tinealy defcended l fo they 
have (till a prince of the. hoofeof Jtrdab, although the Abyffin- 
iana, by way of reproach, have called this family' Bet Ifrael, 
intimating that they were rebels, and revolted from the fam- 
ily of Solomon add tribe ot Judah. • • 

* ♦ 

An attempt was made, about the year 060 > by this family 
to mount the throne of Abyffinia, when the princes of the 
houfe of Solomon were nearly extirpated upon the rock Da* 

mo* 
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mo. This, it is probable, produced more apimofityandblood- 
filed,* , At laft the power, of the Falafha was Co weakened, 
that they were obliged to leave the flat country of Dembea, 
having no cavalry to maintain themfelves there, and to take 
pofleffion of the rugged, and almoft inacceffible rocky, in that 
-high ridge called the mountains of Samen. A great over- 
throw, whlcfr they received in the year x6oo, brought them 
•to the very brink of ruin. In that battle Gideon and Judith, 
-their king and queen, were flain. They, have iince adopted 
-a more peaceable and dutiful behaviour, pay taxes, jKid are 
Oerffeited to enjoy their own government. ; • 

The only copy of -the Old Teft&tnent which they <fcave, kin 
-Geez, the feme made ufeiof by the *My^nianChriftians,**bo 
•are the orfly fcribes, and fell theft copies to the Jews j and, 
it is very Angular that no contraverfy, or difpute. about the 
text, has ever yet ar Hen between the profeflbrs ©f tne two 
-religions. ...<.. 

Tudolf, the moft learned iman that has written upon tfee 
•fubjecl^faya, that it is apparent the ^thiopic Old Teftame^t, 
.at lea# (he Pf ntateucb, was copied from JheSeptuagint, be- 
caufe of the many Grecifms to' be found in it ; and the name* 
of birds and precious ftones, and fome other paffages that ap- 
pear .literally to be (ranHated from the Greek. He imagined 
,alfo, that the prefenttAbyffinian yerfion is the work of fru- 
•meutius their firft bifbop, .when Abyffinia wa* converted to 
Cbriftianity under Abreha >and Atzbeha, about the year 350 
*after Chrift, -or a few years later. »--. ; 

As the AbyffinUn copy, of the Holy Scriptures, in Mr. Lu- 
dolf '* opinion, was translated { by Frumeattus above 330 after 
Chritt, and the Septuagjuf neffion, tin the<iayaof.PbiIadel- 
phus, or Ptolemy II. above .160 years before Ghrtft, it -will 
follow, that, if the prefer . Jews ufe the copy tranflated by 
Frumentius, and, if that was taken from the Bepeaaglnt, the 
Jews muft have been above 400 years without any books 
Whatfoever at the time of the converfiori by frumentius : So 
they muft have had all the Jewifh law, which is in perfeft 
vigour-end force among tliem,<all their Lerkrcal obfervancet, 
- their 
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their purifications, atonements, abstinences, and facrifices, all 
depending upon their memory, without writing, atUeaft for 
.that long fpace of 400 years. This, though not abfolutely 
impoffible, is furely very nearly fo. We know, that at Jeru- 
falem itfelf, the feat of Jewiih law and learning, idolatry hap- 
pening to prevail, during the fhort reigns of only fdor 
kings, the law, in that interval, became fo perfectly forgot- 
ten and unknown, that a copy of it being accidentally found 
and read by Jofiah, that prince, upon his firft learning its con* 
tents, was Co aftonilhed at the .deviations from it, that he ap- 
prehended the immediate deftru&ion of the whole city and 
people. t 

The Ajbyffinians have the whole -fcriptures entirejy as we 
have, and count the fame number of books j but they divide 
-. them in another manner, at lead in private hands, few ot 
them, from, extreme poverty* being able to purcliafe the 
whole, either of the hiftorical or . prophetical books of tjie 
QUI Teftanient. , The fame may be faid of the Itfew,. Jor 
copies containing the whole of it are very fcarce. , Indeed no 
, where, unlefs In churches, do you fee more than Jthe Goij^s, 
or the Affe of the Apoftles, in one 'perfon's pofleflipn, ap4 it 
mufl not be. an ordinary man thai poflHTeseven thefe. Many 
books of the 6l<l Teftanient are forgotten^ fo that, it is the 
fame trouble to procure them, even in churches, for the pur- 
pofe of copying, a} to confult old records long covered w|th 
duft and rubbifh. The Revelation of St, John, is a, piece of 
favouri te read iug \ among , them. Tfcer^ is>Bpo . fuch .thing as 
difttnctions he$w.een caaoiiical and apocryphal books. Belt" 
and the Dragon, and the A&s of the, Apoftles,. are read wkli 
equal devotion,, and, for tbemo{tpart, with equal edification* 
The Song of Solomon , is? favourite piece oi reading amo«g 
the,old priefts, but forbidden to the young qncs, to the |le#- 
cons, laymen, and women; The A byiSniana ^e^ev* 4 .ihafc^jps 
Jbng was made by Solomon, in praife of Pharaoh's dauber ; 
aid do not think, asfome of our divined a re' difpofed to dp, 
that, there is in it any myftery or allegory 'refpevting Chrift 
and the Church. "> "' ^ 

Next to the New Teftament they. place the coaftitutVons 
of the A pottles, which they call SynnodQf, which > as v £irea 

the 
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fjie ca&s pr dotfrinea apply, we may fay is the • written law I 
of the country. TfaCe were translated out of the Arabic 
they Jwe next a general .liturgy,^r hogk of common prayer, 
,feeGd«s feyeral others peculiar to certain. ;feai\»ls, under [ 
J»hQfe naroes q»?y go. ^ e next is a.very large vplnmitjpos {l 
jbook, Qilled Mmmanout Mqu, cbieflya jcoUeftion from the J 
^arfes of different Greek fathers, treating.of, or ^-explaining 
4ejreral fcerefies, or difputed points of faijh, in the ancient 
£re<* Church, TrjaOation* pf the works x>f St. Atfcanafms, 
£t. Basil, 5t,,SohnChryfoftoiue» and J&U Cyril, areljkewife 
-*4»rre&t among them. 

The next is the Synaxar, or the Flos Sanctorum, in which 
*he miracles and lives, or' lies of their faints,; are at large re- 
corded/in foar monttroiis^olumes in folio, ftuffed-fuH of fa- 
bles of the moft, incredible kind. * They have a faint that 
defiled with the devil in the mape of a ferpc<nt nine miles 
1 long, threw him from a mbtintain.arid killed him. Another 
*mt who converted the devil, who torped monk, 1 and lived 
- in great hofinefs forty yea^s af;er'hii converfion; 'doing pen- 
ance for having tempted our Saviour' upon the fountain : 
' What became of him 'after, they do not fay. : Agali, another 
lamt, that never ate 1 nor drank from his mother's womb, 
' went to Jerufalem, and faid mafs every day at the holy fepiil- 
cnre, und came home at night m the fliape of a frork. The 
-•r**i^J^« menticinswas a'ftint, wjio^befngveryfick, 
Jt 4md h,s*rtomach in drforAer, took a longing fc>r partridges j 
4 *eealled upon tfbrace of them to come to-him: anajmmedi. 

'^l tW °l ro ^j a ^l^^^^ flying, and /eWnpdnhis 
plate, to be devoured 1 .' Thefe ftories are-tircumftanriMIy 
*okf and vouched by unexceptionable people, and were a 
grievous fttim Wing block to the Jefuits, who could not pre* 
-tend their own miracles were either better eftablHhed, or 
a&oreto4x? credited. •■ .• . 

The laftof, this Etjiiopic library Is the book of .Enoch. 
Upon hearing this book firtt mentioned, many literati in Eu- 
rope tad a wonderful defire to fee it, thinking that, no doubt, 
many fecreri and unknot n hiftories might be drawn from it. 
ypon this, fome impoitor getting an lithiopic book into his 
*wds, wrote ibr the title, The Profkecie* of Enoch, upon the 
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front plgt'ofir;*' M. Piertfc'no ftoneV heard of If flratf h* * 
parchafed it of rbtfimpofrof for a cbiitiderbMe fita of ^nioney* 
being placed afterward* in Cardinal Mazarine's iibPary - 
*here Mr. Ludolf had accefs to it) be found it was a Qnoflic 
book upon myfteftes in heaven and earth; but which mei- 
tiojied not a word of Enoch or hfs prophecy, from beginhYtfr 
to end V'and', ff&fi this di fappb Inttnehr, he wile's lipbn him' 
to deny the ekifVence of any Juch book anf where elfe. Tnft;' 
lowevei, Wamiftakej for, among the articles [ jkt. Bruce** 
:onfigned to the' library at Parish was a Very beautiful and* 
nagnificent copy of the prophecies of Enoch, in large quarto ; 
mother is amongflt the books of fcripture which he brought 
tome, flanding immediately before the'book of Job, which is 
its proper place 'in the Abyffinian canon ; and a third' copy 

ie prefented to the Bodleian library at Oxford; 

' •• . < . * > 

ThexAfcyffiniari aflmrfs nwtotjod *a expedition to havf hap- 
pened into the farthctf par t of Arabia Felix j. which the A r a-: 
Kan authors, *nd indeed Mahomet hirofelf in the Koran calls 
by the name of the War of the Elephant, and the caufe of it 
fcas as follows : There was a temple nearly in the middle of 
the periinfiila of Arabia, tnat had been* held hY the greateft 
feneration tot about ^400 year's! The Arabs fey,' that A&fflf, 
when wai out of Paradife,; pftcntfd hhrtent' on thhr fj*f/; 
»hile Eve, from toirfe accident of other,- died antfvfras "burled 
on the fliore of the Red Sea, at Jid'da; Two days 1 journey 
?aft from this place', her grave of green fods about fifty yards 
in length, is (hewn to this day. In this temple alfowas'a 
rfack ftone, upon which Jacob faw the vifion mentioned 
q fcripture, of the angels defc ending, and amending* into 
Heaven. It is likewife faid, wlthjn ore appearance of pfo* 
)abilif:y, that this temple was built by Sefbftris71ri : h& voyage, 
a Arabia Felix, and^bat he* was ^orihipped there uride'r the 
tame of Ofiris* 

This tower, and idol, being held in great veneration by 
*e neighbouring nations, ftiggefted the Very natural thought 
)f making the 1 temple file markeV fir the rrabfefrom Africa 
ind India/ ' Theychofethrs-'town m'ftie heart 'of the country, 
acceffible'onVH file's, arid* commanded online, calling it 
Becca, which 3 ^gnllfe* the * rWnft'*; i ttfbiigh< WWfetnet, after, 

breaking 
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breaking the idol and dedicating *he temple to the true God, 
named it Mecca, under which name it has 'continued, the 
centre or great mart of the India trade to this day. 

Abreha, in order to divert this trade into a channel more 
convenient for his prefent dominions, built a very large 
church or temple, in the country of theHomerites, and nearer 
the Indian Ocean. , To encourage alfo the refort to this place, 
Ik extended to it all the privileges, protection, and emolu- 
ments, that belonged to the Pagan temple of Mecca. 

Among the various tribes of Arabs, one called Beni Koreilh, 
had the care of the Caba, the name by which the round tow- 
er of Mecca was called. Thele people were exceedingly 
alarmed at the profpect of their temple being at once de- 
fer ted, both by its votaries and merchants, to prevent which, 
a party of them, in the night, -entered Abreha's temple, and 
having firft burned what part of it could be confumed r they 
polluted the part that remained, by befmearing it over with 
human excrements. 

So grofs an affront could not be piiTed unnoticed by 
Abreha, who, mounted upon a white elephant, at the head 
of » confiderable army, refolved, in return, $o deftrpy. the 
temple of Mecca, and with this intent .laid fiege to that 
place. Abou Thaleb was then keeper of the Caba, who had , 
intereft with his countrymen the Beni Koreifh to prevail 
upon them to make no refinance, nor (hew any figns of wi fil- 
ing to make a defence. He had prefented himfelf eai ry to 
Abreha upon his march. There was a temple ofOfiris at 
Ta^ef* which, as a rival to that of Mecca, was locked upon 
by the Beni Koreifh with a jealous eye* Abreha was To fa 
milled by the intelligence given him by Abou Thaleb, that h 
miftook the tempfe of Taief for that of Mecca and razed it t 
the foundation, after which he prepared to return home* 

Being foon afterwards informed of his miftake, and n 
repenting of what he \i«d already, done, he refolved to defln 
Mecca alfo. Aboo Thaleb, however, had never left his fide 
by his great hofpitali^y, and the plenty he procured to tl] 
Emperor's armr, lie fo gained Abreha, that hearing, on H; 
* ' ^uirjrl 
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quiry, he was no mean man, but a prince of the tribe of Bent 
Koreiih, noble Arabs, he obliged bim to fit in his pretence* 
and kept him conftantly wkh him as a companion. At lair, 
not knowing how N to reward bim fufficiently, Abreha defired 
him to afk any thing in his power to grant,. and he would 
latfefy him. Abou Thaleb, taking him at his word, wiJhed 
to be provided with a man, that ihould bring back forty 
oxen, the foldiers had ftolen from him. Abreha, who ex- 
pected that the favour he was to aflc, was to fpare the tem- 
ple, which he had in that cafe refolved in his mind to do, 
could not conceal his aftonilhihent at fo filly a requeft, and 
he could not help teftifying this to Abou Thaleb, in a man- 
ner that (hewed it had lowered him in his efteem. Abou 
Thaleb, fmiling, replied very calmly, " If that before you is 
the Temple of God, as I believe it is, you (hall never deftroy 
it, if it is his will that it ihould (land : If it is not the Tem- 
ple of God, or which is the fame thing, if he has ordained 
that you ihould deilroy it, I (hall not only affift you in de- 
moli (hing it, but toll help you in carrying away the lad 
(lone of it upon my moulders ; But as for me, 1 am a Shep- 
herd, and the care of cattle is my profelfion ; twenty of the 
oxen which are ftolen are not my own, and I (hall be put in 
pf ifon for them to-morrow ; for neither you nor 1 can be* 
lieve that this is an affair God will interfere in ; and there- 
fore I apply to yon for a foldier who will feek the thief, and 
bring back my oxen, that my liberty be not taken from nie." 
Abreha had now refreshed his army, and, from regard to 
his gueft, had not touched the Temple, when, fays the Ara- 
bian author, there appeared, coming from the lea, a flock of 
birds called Ababil, having faces like lions, and each of them 
in his claws holding a fmall (lone like a pea, which he let fall 
upon Abreha's army, fo that they all were deftroye^d; The 
author of the manufcript from which Mr. Bruce took this fa- 
ble, and which is alfo related by feveral other hifiorians, and 
mentioned by Mahomet in the Koran, does not feem to fwal- 
low the ftory implicitly. For he fays, that tfcere is no bird 
that has a face like a lion j that Abou- Thaleb was a Pagan, 
Mahomet being not then come, and that the Chriftians were 
worjhippers of the true God, the God of Mahomet; and, 
therefore, if any miracle was wrought here, it was a miracle 
of the devil, a victory in favour of Paganiun, and deflrudive 
* ok 
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*f the belief of the true God. In conclofion, he fays, that It 
was at this time that the fmal! pox and mealies firft broke out 

in Arabia, and almoft totally deftroyed the army of Abreha. 
But if the (tone, as big as a pea, thrown by the Ababil, had 
killed Abrena*s army to the lad man, it does not appear how 
-any of them could die afterwards, either by the fmall-pox or 
meafles. All that is material, however, to us, in thrs faft is, 
that the time of the fiege of Mecca will be the acra of the 
£r(t appearance of that terrible difeafe, the fmall-pox, which 
we mail fet down about the year 356 j and it is highly prob- 
able, from other circumftances, that the Abyffinran army was 
the firft viSim to it. 

As for the church Abreha, built near the Indian Ocean, it 
continued free from any further infult till the Mahometan 
conqueft, of Arabia Felix, when it was finally deftroyed in 
the Khalifat of Omar. This is the Abyflinian account, and 
this the Arabian hiftoryofthe War of the Elephant, which 
are dated as found in the books of. the moft credible writers 
of thofe times. 

The Jewifli religion had fpreffd itfelf far into Arabia as 
early as the commencement of the African trade with Palef- 
tine 5 but, after the deftruftion of the temple by Titus, a 
great increafe both of number and wealth' had made that 
people abfohite matters in many parts of that peninfula. In 
the Neged, and as far up as Medina, petty princes, calling 
therafelves kings, were eftablifhed, who, being trained in the 
wars of Paleftine, became very formidable .among the pacific 
commercial nations of Arabia, deeply funk into Greek degen- 
eracy. 

Phineas, a prince of that nation from Medina, having beat 
St. Aretas, the governor of Najiran, began to perfecute the,, 
Chriftians by a new fpecies of cruelty, by ordering certain 
furnaces, or pits full of fire, to be prepared, inip which he 
threw as many of the inhabitants of Najiran as refuted to re- 
nounce Chriftianity. ' Juitin, the Greek Emperor, was then 
employed in an unfuccefsful war with the Perfians, (b that he " 
could not give any affiflance to the affli&ed Chriftians in Ara- 
bia, but in the year 522, he fent an embafiy to Caleb, or 
Elefbaas, king of Abyffinia, intreating him to interfere in 
favour of the Chriftians of Najiran, as he too was of the 

' Greek 
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Greek church. On the -Emperor's fir ft reqaeft, Caleb feat 
orders to Abrelia, Governor of Yemen, to march to the affift- 
ance of Aretas, the fon of him who was buret, and .who wa» 
then colle&ing troops* Strengthened by this remforcement/ 
the young foldier did not think proper to delay the revenging* 
his father's death, till the arrival of the Emperor j but having 
come"\ip with Phineas, who was ferrying his troops over an 
arm of the fea, he entirely routed them, and obliged their 
prince, for fear of being taken, to fwim with his hbrfe to 
the neareft fhore. It was not long before the Emperor bad 
eroded the Red Sea with his army ; nor had Phineas loft any 
time ia collecting his fcattered forces to oppofe him. A bat* 
tie was the confequence, in which the fortune of Caleb again 
prevailed. -> 

Neither of the Jewifo kingdoms were deftroyed by the vic- 
tories of Caleb, or Abreha, nor the fubfequent conqueft of the 
Perfians, In the Neged, or north part of Arabia, they con* 1 
tinued not only after the appearance of Mahomet, but till' 
after. the Hegira. The Arabian manufcripts fay pofitively^ 
that this Abreha, who afHfted Aretas,, was Governor of Ara- 
bia Felix, or Yemen* 

In the Greek church a mod fltameful proftitution of man* 
n~er* prevailed, as alfo innumerable herefies, which were 
firft received as true tenets of their religion, but were (boa 
after perfecuted in a moil uncharitable manner, as being erro- 
neous. Their lies, their legends, their faints and miracle^ 
and, above all, the abandoned behaviour of the priefthood % 
had brought their characters in Arabia aim oft as low as that 
of the detefted Jew, and* had they been x confidered in their 
true light, they had been ftill lower. The dictates of nature 
in the heart of the honeit Pagan, conftantly employed in long, 
lonely, and dangerous voyages, awakened him often to re- 
flect who that Providence was that invifibly governed him, 
fupplied his wants, and often mercifully faved him from the 
deftru&on into which his own ignorance or rafhnefs were 
leading him. Poifoned by no fyftem, perverted by no pre- 
judice, he wifbed to know and adore his Benefactor, with 
purity and Simplicity o^heart, free from tbefe fopperies and[ 
follies with which ignorant priefts and monks had difguifed 
hisworfhip. Pofleffed of chanty, Heady in his duty to his 
parents, full of veneration lor his fuperiors, attentive and 

. jpflrcifnl. 
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merciful even to fiis beads ; in a word, containing in hi* 
heart the principles of the fir ft religion, which God had incul- 
cated ia the beart of Noah, the Arab was already prepared 
to embrace a much more perfect one than what Chriftian^ty, 
at that time disfigured by folly and fuperftition, appeared to 
klmtobe. 

Mahomet, of the tribe of Ben i Koreiih (at whofe inftigation 
is uncertain) took upqn-bimfelf to be the apoftle of a new 
religion, pretending to have, for hit only object, the wor- 
ftip of the true God. Oftenlibly full of the morality of the 
Arab, of patience and felf-denial, fuperior even to what ia 
made neceuary to falvation by the golpei, his religion; at 
the bottom, was but a fyftem of blafphemy and falfebood, 
corruption and injuftice. Mahomet and his tribe were molt 
profoundly ignorant. There was not among them but one 
man that could write, and it was not doubted he was to be 
Mahomet's fecretary, but unfortunately Mahomet could not 
read his writing. The (lory of the angel who brought him 
leaves of the Koran is well known, and fo is all the reft of the 
fable. The wifer part of his own relations, indeed, laughed 
at the impudence of his pretending to have a communication 
with angels. Having, however, gained, as his apoftles, 
Jbme of the bed foldiers of the tribe of Beni Koreifli, and 
perfifling with great uniformity in all bis meafures, he eflab- 
liflied a new religion upon the ruins of idolatry and Sabaifm, 
in the very temple of Mecca. 

Md hornet enjoined nothing fevere, and the. frequent pray- 
ers and waihings with water* which he directed, were grati- 
fications to a fedentary people in a very hot country. The 
lightnefs of this yoke, therefore, recommenced it rapidly to 
thofe who were difgufted with long fading, penances, and 
pilgrimages. The poifon of this falfe, yet not fevere religion, 
fpread itfelf from that fountain to all the trading nations : 
India, Ethiopia, Africa, all Afia, fuddenly embraced itj; 
and every caravan carried into the bofom of its country peo- 
ple not more attached to trade, than 7 zealous to preach antf 
propagate their new faith. . % 

The Arabs begun very foon to ftudy letters, and came to 
be very partial to their own language ; Mahomet hi rnfelf fo 
much fo, that he Held out his Koran, for its elegance alone, 
as a greater miracle than that of railing the dead. This \vaj 
not univerfally allowed at that time, as there were even then 

TOpoiUions fuppofed to equal, if not to furpafs it. The 
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The Arabs were a people who lived in a country for the 
mod part defert ; their dwellings were tents; their princi- 
pal occupation feeding and breeding cattle ; and they mar- 
ried with their own family* The language therefore of fuch 
a people muft be very poor : there is no variety of images in 
their whole country* They were always bad poets., as their 
works will teftify ; and if, contrary to the general rule, the 
language of Arabia Defer ta became a. copious one, it muft 
have been by the mixture of Co many nations meeting and 
trading at Mecca. It muft,. at the fame time, have been the 
mod corrupt, where there was the greateil concourfe of 
Grangers*, and. this, was, certainly among ..the. Ben i Korei(h at 
theGaba*. 

The warthat had diflraaed ail Arabia, firft between the 
£ reeks and Periiana, then between Mahomet and the'Arabs* 
in fupport of his divine miffion, had very much. hurt the trade 
carried on.by universal eonfent at the. Temple of Mecca* Car* 
avans, when they dared venture out„ were, furprifed upon 
every road by the parti fans of. one fide on the other* Both 
merchants, and trade had. taken their departure to. the fouth.- 
ward, and eftabli(hed; themfelves fouth of the Arabian Gulf, 
in places which had been the markets for commerce, and 
the rendezvous of merchants* The conqueft of the Aby Ionian 
territories in Arabia forced all thofe that yet. remained t;o> 
take refuge on the. African fide, in the little diftri&s which 
now, grew into confi deration. The Governor, of Yemen , . ( or 
Najaihi) converted now to the faith, of Mahomet, retired to 
the African fide of the Gulf* His government, long ago, 
.having been fliaken to the very foundation by the Arabian - 
war*, was at laft. totally, deftroyed * . 

After Omar had fubdued Egypt, he deftroyed the valuable 
library at Alexandria ; but his fucceflbrs thought very differ-- 
ently from him in the article of profane learning* Greek 
books of all kinds {efpecially thofe of geometry, aihronomy, 
and.medicine,)were fearched for. every where and translated*' 
Sciences ftouriflied? and were encouraged. Trade at the 
fame time kept* pace, and increafed with knowledge* Ge- 
ography and aftroriomy were every where diligently ftudied, 
and folidly applied to make the voyage* of men from plat al- 
io place fafe and expeditions* 

In one family of the Jews, an ifldepemfort fovtrtigoty hW< 
always been preferved on tkt mountain, of SftMcn, and tke> 
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#oyal refidence was upon a high pointed rock, called Che 
Jews r\pck : feveral other inacceffible mountains ferved as . 
natural fortrefles for this people, now grown very confider* 
able by frequent acceffions of ftrength from Paleftine and 
Arabia, whence the Jews had been expelled. Gideon and 
Judith were then king and* queen of the Jews, and their 
daughter Judith' (whom, in Amhara, they call Efther, and 
fome times Soat 9 i. e.fire) was a woman of great beauty, and 
talents for intrigue ; had been married to the governor of a 
fmalldiftritt called Bugna, in the neighbourhood of Lafta, both 
which countries were likewife mucB infected with Judaifm. 

Judith had made fo ftrong a party, that /he resolved to 
attempt the fubverfion of the Chriitian religion, and, with it, 
the fucceifion in the line of Solomon. The children of the 
royal family were at this time, in virtue of the old law, con- 
fined on the almoft inacceffible mountain of Damo in Tigr& 
l*he fhort reign, ftrdden and unexpected death of the late 
king Azior, and the deiblation and contagion which an epi- 
demical difeafe had fpread both in court and capital, the 
weak ftate of Del Naad who was to fucceed Azior, and was 
•an infant ;* all thefe circumftances together, imprefled Judith 
with an idea that now was the time to place her family upoa 
the throne, and eftablifh her religion by extirpating the race 
of Solomon* Accordingly, ihe furprifed the rock Damo, 
and flew the whole princes there, to the number, it is fa id, of 
400. Some nobles of Amhara, upon the firft new* of the 
cataftrophe at DamoV conveyed the infant king t>el Naad, 
now the only remaining prince of his race, into the powerful 
and loyal province of Sboa, and by this means tlje royal fam- 
Dy was preferred to be again refcored. Judith took poflelfion 
of the throne in defiance of the law of the queen of Saba, by 
this the firft interruption of the fucceffion in the line of Solo- 
mon ; and, contrary to what might have been expe&ed from 
the violent means fhe bad ufed to acquire the crown, (he not 
only enjoyed it herlelf during a long reign of 40 years, but 
tranimttted it alfo to five of her pofterity. 

) After a great number of years, the line of Solomon was 
again reftored in the defendants of Del Naad, who, as 
we bavefeen, had efcaped from the mafiacre of Damo under 
Judith. Content with poneffing the loyal province of Shoa, 
they continued their royal refidence there, without having 
made one attempt, at fair ai ltffborv tell* W*j towards recover- 
rir ancient kingdom. , L TftAVEl-S 
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ANNALS op ABYSSINIA. 

CONTAINING THE BISTORT OF THE ABFSSIN1ANS, FROM 
• THE RESTORATION OF THE IJ#£ Or SOLOMON 
TO THE BEATH OF SOCINIOS. 

ICON AMLAC. 

FROM X268 TO I283. 

ICON AMLAO is the nanie by* which we know this firil 
prince of tbe race of Solomon, wlio, after a long exile fafi 
family bad fuffered by tbe treafoo of Judith, is now restored 
to hi* dominions. His name fignHies, " l*t him be made pur 
fovereign," and is apparently that which he took upon his 
acceffion to the throne ; and his name of baptiftw, and by* 
name, or popular name given him, are both therefore loft. 
He was a wife and prudent prince, 

* 
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I G B A S 10 N. 

FROM 1283 TO 13U. 

ICON AMLAC iafucceeded by Igba Sion, and after him 
by five other princes, his brothers, all in five years. So quick 
a fucceffion in fo fevr years feems to mark very unfettied times. 
Whether it was a civil war amoag themfelves that brought 
thefe reigns To foon to an end, or whether it was (hat the 
Roorifli (Fates in Adel had increafed in power, and fought 
fuccefsfully againft them, we are not certain. 

- ■ J*M D A' S fO-N. 

FROM' l$t* TO 1343. 

AMDA SION fucceeded his father, Wedem Araad, who* 
was youngeft brother of Icon Amiac, and came to the crown, 
after the death of his uncles. He is generally known by this 
bis inauguration name ; his Chriftian name was Guebra Mafcal. 
His reign began with a fcene as difgraceful to the name oft 
Chriftian as it was new in, the annals of Ethiopia* Having 
for a time privately loved a concubine of his father, but had 
now taken her to live with him publicly; and, not content 
with committing this fori of inceft, t he foon after had ftduced 
bis two lifters. . 

Patience was aalittle^unong this^prTnces. virtues as chaftity, 
at he immediately ordered Honorius to be apprehended, 
topped naked, and Severely whipped through every ftreet of 
his capita). That fame night the town took fire, and was en- 
tirely confomed. The clergy, loft no time to pnrfuade the 
people, that it was the blood of Honorius thattnrned to foe 
whenever it had dropped upon the ground. TAe king, per- 
Jiapt better informed* thought other wife, and fuppofed the 
burning of the cky was owing to the monks. He therefore 
banaujed tbofe of Oebra Lebauos.out of the province of Shoa, 

The inhabitants of Adel and Aufla are tawney, and not 
black, and have long hair. They are rich and powerful 5 but 
there is no current coin inAbyffinia. Gold is paiday weight 5 

the fcraraet arc chiefly paid in kind, yb» oxen, toeep, and* 

honey, 
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honey, which are the greateftneceflaries of Kfe % As for luxu- 
ries, they are obtained by a barter, of gold, myrrh, cofiee, 
elephant's teeth, and a variety of other articles which are car- 
ried over to Arabia, and exchanged for whatever is com- 
mi/Boned. 

The rainy feafon in Abyffinia generally puts an end to- the 
attive part of war, as every one retires then to towns and 
villages to fcreen themfelves from the inclemency of the 
weather, the country being deluged with daily rain. The 
foldier, the husbandman, arid, above all, the women, dedicate 
this feafon to fellivity and riot. Thefe villages and towns are 
always placed upon the higheft mountains ; the valleys that 
intervene are foon divided by large and rapid torrents. Every 
hollow foot path becomes a ftream, and the valleys between 
the hills become fo miry as not to bear a horfe ; the water is 
both deep and violent, are too apt to flutt their direction, to 
fairer any one on foot to pafs fafely. All this feafon, and this) 
alone, people Arep in their boufes in fafery ; their lances and 
fljields are hung up on the fide,s of their hail,, aad the faddtal 
and bridles taken off their horles ; for in Abyffinia, at other 
times, the horfes ire always bridled, and are aecuftomed to 
eat and drink with this incumbrance. The* court, and the. 
principal officers of government, retire to the capital, and 
there a^minifter juftice, make alliances, and prepare the necef- 
fary funds and armaments, which the prefent exigencies of the 
Hate require on the return of fair weather. 

« 

The Abyffiuians are every one of them fearful of the nighty \ 
unwilling' to travel, an4, above, all, to fight in that feafon, 
when they imagine the world is in pofleffion of certain genii, 
averfe to intercourfe with rtien, and very vindi&ive, if even 
by accident they are ruffled or put out of their way by their , 
interference. This, indeed, . is carried to (* great a height, 
that no man will venture to throw water out of a bafoa upon 
the ground, for fear that, in ever fo fmall a fpace the uatfeff 
mould have to fall,, the dignity of fome elf, or fairy, might 
, be violated. The Moors have none of thefe apprehenfiona, 
and are aecuftomed in the way of trade to travel at all hours, 
fometimes from neceffity* hut often from choice, to avoid 
the hea|. They laugh, moreover, at the fuperiiitions of the 

Abyffinians, 
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Abyffinians, and not unfrequently avail themfelves of them* 
A verfe of the Koran, fewed up in leather, and. tied ronnd 
their necks or tbric arras, fecures them from all thefe incorpo- 
real enemies $ and, from this known advantage, if other 
circumftances are favourable, they never fail to fight the A- 
byffinians at or before the. dawn of the morning, for in this 
country there is no twilight. 

Amda Sion died at Tegular in Shoa, after a reign of thirty 
years, which was but a continued (eries of victories, no in- 
fiance being recorded of his having been one* defeated* 

SAIP ARAAD. ' 

FROM 134a tO 1370. 

SAIF ARAAD Aicceeded his father Arada Sion; and in 
his time all was peaceable on the fide of Adel, as nothing is 
mentioned relative to the war. Little is faid of this monarch 
worth mentioning here, nor of the feveral fucceeding kings 
from this period to 1434* 

ZARA JACOB. 

m * 

FROM I434 TO 1468* 

ZARA JACOB, fourth fon of David IL fhcceeded his ne- 
phew, and reigned 34 years, and, at his inauguration, took 
the name of Conftantine. He is looked upon in Abyffinia to 
nave been another Solomon, and a model of what the bed of 
fovereigns would be. From what we know of him, he feems 
to have been a prince who had the beft opportunity, and 
with that the greateft inclination to be inftru&ed in the poli- 
tics, manners, and religion of other countries, 

A convent had been long before this eftabliflied at Jerofalem 
for the Abylfinians, which he in part endowed, as appears by 
his letters /till extant, written to monks of that convent. He 
alfo obtained from the Pope a convent for the Abylfinians at 
Rome, which to this day is appropriated to them, though it is 
very feldom that either there, or even at Jerufalem, there are 
now any Abylfinians. By his defire, and in bis name, ambaf- 

fadors 
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Adors (i. *, prieffe from Jerufalem) were lent by Abba Nko- 
demus, the then Superior, who affifted at the council of Flo-* 
rence, where, however, they adhered to the opinion of the 
Greek church about the proceeding of the Holy Ghoft, which 
created a fchifm between the Greek and Latin churches. This 
embafly was % thought of consequence enough to be the (object 
of a painting in the Vatican, and to this picture we owe the 
knowledge of fuch an emrafly having been fent. 

BMDA MARIJM. 

FROM 1468 TO 1478. 

BJEDA MARIAM fucceeded to the throne againft his fa- 
ther's inclination, after having received much ill ufage during 
the earlier part of bis life. His mother took fo violent and 
irregular a longing to fee her fon king, that the formed a 
fcheme, by the ftrength of a party of her relations and friends, 
trufting to the weaknefs of an old man, to force him into a 
partner/hip with his father. Examples of two kings, at the 
fame time, and even in this degree of relation, were more 
than once to be found in the Abyffinian annals, but thofe 
times were now no more. A (trong jealonfy had fucceeded 
to an unreasonable confidence, and had thrown both the per- 
ion and pretenfions of the heirs-apparent of this age to as 
great a diftance as was poffible. 

Si on Magafs,or the Grace of Sion, for fuch was the name of 
the qneen, fir ft began to tamper with the clergy, who, 
though they did not abfolutety join her in her views, (hewed 
her, however, more encouragement than was ftrictly con- 
fident with rheir allegiance. From thefe (he applied to fome 
of the principal officers of (late, .and to thoTe about the king, 
the beft affected to her fon and his fucceffion. Thele, aware, 
of the evil tendency of her fcheme, fuit advifed her, by every 
means, to lay itafide; and afterwards, feeing (he (till per lifted, 
and afraid of a difcovery that would involve her accomplices 
in it, they difclofed the matter to the king himfelf, who re- . 
fent-ed the intention To heinoully, that he ordered the queen 
to be beaten with rods till (he expired* 

Though 
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Though Gothiag had hitherto appeared to criminate the 
young prince, it was fooa tbld the king, that, after the death 
of the queen* her ton, Beda Mariam had taken frankin- 
cenfe and wax -tapers from the churches, which he employed, 
at dated timet, in the obfervation of the ufual folehmities 
. over his mother's grave* The king, having called his fon 
before him, began to queftibn himabont what he had heaixl, 
while the prince, without hefitatiH, gave him a full account 
t>f every circumftance, glorying iir what he (aid was his duty, 
and denying that he was accountable to any man on earth for 
the marks of affe&ion which he fhewed to his ipother. 

Bseda Mariam confidering his fon*s juilificatron as a reproach 
made to himfelf for cruelty, ordered the prince, and with 
him his principal frfend Meherata Chriftos, to be loaded with 
irons, and baniflied to the top of a mountain ; and it rs hard 
to fay where this punifhment would have ended, had not the 
monks of Debra Koflb and Debra Libanas, and all thole of 
fhedefert, (who thought themfelves in fome meafure accom- 
plices with his mother, ) by exhortations, pretented prophe- 
cies, dreams and vifions, convinced the king, that providence 
had decreed unalterably, that none but his fon/Bsed* Marram, 
ihould fucceed him. To this ordinance the old king bowed, 
as it gave him a profpeft of the long continuance of his family 
on the throne of Abyfiinia, 

This king, while he was bufy in planning the conqueft of 
Adel, was feized with* a pain In his bowels, whether from 
poifon or other wife, is not known, which put a period to his 
life. He was a prince of great bravery and conduct, very 
moderate in his pleafures, very devout, zealous for the eftab- 
4ifhed church, but fleady in his refinance to the monks and 
other clergy in all their attempts towards perfecution, inno- 
vation and independency, 

ISCJNDER, or ALEXANDER. 

FROM X478 TO 1495. 

KING Bxda Mariam being dead, the hiftory of Abyffinia 
informs us, that a tumultuous meeting of the. nobles brought 
from the mountain of Gefheu the -Qtieea Romana, with her : 

fon 
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tittiKcander, who upon his -arrival was crowned without any 
oppofition, For-feveral years after Ifcander afcended the 
throne, the queen hfo mother, together, with the Acab Saat, 
Tesfo Georgia, and Betwudet Anidu, governed the kingdom 
despotically under the name of the young king. Accordingly, 
after fome years fuflferance, a corifpiracy was formed, at the 
hefed'of whyb werle Woinen of great power, Abba Amdu 
and Abba' Hafabd ; tut the- cbni^fritors proving unfucceftfo), 
fome of fnem were im^rBbneU, : ft£iepi»t to death, and others 
baniihed to unwholefome places, there to perifli witfk hanger 
and fevers. . 



.»• -» 



The kttg havingpr#red fo*c*fefo11n the. war agataft Adel, 
9a his retimrfS Shbtf, left hfe ttttopfe; whTth^fUasiheinortheni 
arm?, In^the Northern provinces^ as. bepafled ; fo that he 
came to M with a *ery- (mall h*in*e, hearing that Za Sa- 
luce, his prrnie^rairilfter, «n<* Comntabdor in chief, had gone to 
Ainhara^^*hk*r place he was governor. * This traitor, 
hfcweverffiad left his creatures behind him, after: inftru&ing 
th*ra what they were to do. Accordingly, the fecond day 
after Hbander's arrival in Teguiat, the capital of. Shoa, they 
fe* upoixbim, during- the night, in a fmail iunife fa Aylo 
Meidan, and murdered Jiira while he was fleeping. They 
concealed his body for fome days in a mill, but Taka Cbriftos, 
'and Tome others of the king's friends, took up the corpfe and 
expofed it to the people, who, with one accord, proclaimed 
Andreas, fon of Ifcander, king j and Za Saluce, and his ad- 
herents, traitors, - -• 

In the mean time, Za Saluce, far from finding the encour- 
agement be expelled in Anihara, was, upon his firft appear- 
ance, fet upon by the ncfbiljfty ofthat province 9 and, being 
deferted by his troops, be was taken prifoner ; his eyes were 
put out, and, being mounted on'an afs', he was carried a mid ft: 
the curfes of the people through the provinces of Amhara 
and Shoa. Ifc/ider was fucceeded by his fon Andreas > or 
Amda Sion, anjpfant, who reigned feven months only. 

L ..'*.' N40D. 
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NAOD. 

from? i495'To *3o8* 

> 
« 

SOON after the unfortunate deaty of the young king Alex- 
ander, the people in general, wearied o£ minorities, unani- 
mottfly chofe Naod for their king, , He was Alexander's 
youngeft brother, the difference o£ ages being but one year, 
chough he was not by the. feme mother^ fcut by< the king's 
fecond wife Calliope. , * -!::,' ;t 

Naod was no fooner feated en the throne than he pnbtifhed 
» very general and. comprefccn(i<e aamefty. By proclama- 
tion he declared* "TfcaVanfl perfon whQ. fhould upbraid 
another with being a, party in tite mitfortiwes t>f paft tinges, 
or fay that he had beetvipriVj to this ar chat caafeiracy* or 
had been a favourite -of the ^emprefs, or a partixan of. Za 
Saluce, or had received bribes Irani the Moon ^jould, with- 
out delay, be put to death." This prodamationbsRhbe very 
beft efteft, as it quieted the mind of every guilty perfon v&hen 
he few the king, from whom he feared an inquiry, cutting 
offal 1 poffible means by which it could be procured againft him* 

Naod having, by his courage ant) prudence, freed himielf 
from fear ot a foreign war, fet himfelf, like a wife prince, to 
Che reforming of the abufes that prevailed every where among , 
his people, and to the cultivation of the arts of peace. He 
died a natural death, after having reigned 13 years* 

DAVID III. "* 

r 

* 

FROM 150$ TO J54O. 

DAVID was/oitly <efe>: en ve{rrs old when he, was placed 
upon the throne ; and, at u}* inauguration, took the name 
of Ubna Denghel,.or the virgjnu frankincenfe ; then that of 
Etana Pengbel, or the jnynh ofjhv* vir «"* } and aftcr ^ hat » 
of Wanag Segued,, which fignmes r^^renced, or feared, 
among the lion*, with whom, towards .t/sa> laft of his reign, he 
refided, in wilds and mountains more than~ with men.^ He 
died in the year 1540, after a reigtr-of cpmgjjcaud misfor- 

tunes. . . ' • < * ' 

,$LflJDWS ? 
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CLAUDIUS, or ATZENAF SEGUED. 

FROM I54O TO 1569* 

CLAUDIUS fuceeeded his father David III. being yet 
young, and found the empire in ehrumftances that would 
have required air old and experienced prince. But, "though 
young, he poflefled thofe graceful and affable manners, which* 
at firft fight, .attached people of all forts to him, fte bad 
been tutored with great care by the erapref* Helena, was 
jtxpen in all warlike.exercifes, and brave bevond his years* 
Siicl» H,the cb*araSer / rgiv.en ^his prince by the Abyiinian 
writers. ; . but |£r. Br pee is of opinion- that he did not merit 
thele encoiniun/is. ,' ', 

: . 'Xfnii&r tnfe reign, : JUfv Bailee relates feme particulars of 
Nur, governor of Zeyla, and general of the' Mods, which, 
ib'tyitebi the narrow limits to which we are confined, we 
cannot avoid n^anfcriblng. ;He was deeply in love with a 
widow* fady", Del< Wumteirea\ from whom' he had marks of 
gr'attrnde to expel!, as he hail affiled* he* Tit makjng her ef- 
cape Into Atbara that <fej} her hufband was flain. But tfcrs 
heroine na#' canftkntfy refuted to Irtteh'tc* any propoftls; 
nayj had vowed me never would gike her famd in marriage to 
any man, till he mould firft bring her the head of Claudius, 
who had ffoin her'birfband. Nur wHUfigl^aecepte'd the coa- 
dition, which gave him few rivals.. 

Claudius, whbhaAhn^rtobeeftvlftbA6tn>i hat! marched., 
towards Adel, when he received a melfage fVom Knr, that, 
there ftifl. remained a governor of Zeyla-; whole family was 
chofen as a particular inftrumeht for ftiedding the blood of 
the Abyflinian princes ; and defired him, therefore, to be 
prepared, for he was fpeedily to; fet out to come to him.. 
Claudius bad been employed in various joiirnies through differ- 
ent parts of his kitfgdjDfn, repair! irg ' the churches which the 
Moors had burnt^ and he was then rebuilding that of Debra 
Werk when this meflage of Nur was brought to him. This 
prince was df a temper never to avoid a challenge ; and if he 
did not march againft Nur immediately; he ftaid no longer 
than to complete his army as far as poffible. He then began 
his march for Adel, very much, as it is laid, againft the ad- 

Vice of his friends, , Thia 
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This advice was lingular, as he was at that time victorious. 
Bat many prophecies were current in the camp, that the 
v king was to be unfortunate this canipaign, and rn which he 
was to lofe his life. Thefe unfortunate rumours tended much 
to difcourage t^hearmjr, at the fame Jime that tbey feemed to 
have a contrary efi$£k on the king, and Co confirm him in his 
refolution to fight. . 

Both armies were drawn tip and ready to engage, when 
the chief pried of Debra Libanos came to the king to tell him 
v a dream, or vifion, which warned him not to fight ; but the 
Moors were then advancing, and tbekinjf otf horfeback made 
no reply, biit "marched brifkly forward *tb thfc enemy. The 
Cowardly Abyffinians, upon the firft fire, fled, leaving rhe king 
engaged in the middle of the.Moprifh army, wit k twenty herfe 
and eighteen Portuguefe mufqueteers, whp were, all {lata 
around his perfon ; and he, bimfelf fell, a^ter, fighting man- 
fully, and receiving twenty wounds. His head was cut oft 
and by Nur. delivered to Rel Wurabarea, who dine&ed it 
to be tied by the hajr to the branch of a tree before Jier door, 
that (he might keep i t conftanUy in . fight. ,Here it remained 
three years, t\\\ U : was,purchafe^l from her by an Armenian 
merchant,, her firft grief, haying, it is probable, fubfided 
upon the acquifition of a new hufband. The merchant car- 
ried the bead to Aiuioch, and buried it there in the fepul- 
chre of a faint of the fame name* 

mt In this manner dj^ed king Claudius, in the 19th year of his 
reign, who. by his virtues and capacity, might hold a firft 
place among, any feries of kings we have known, victorious 
in every a£fcion<he fought, except in that one only in which 
jhe died. A great flaugbter was made after this among the 
routed, and njaujr of the firft nobility were flaLn in. en- 
deavouring to efcape ; among the reft, the dreamer from De- 
bra Lebanos, his vifion, by which he knew the king's death, 
not having extended (b far as to reveal his own. The AbiBn- 
ians immediately, transferred the name of this .prince into 
their catalogue oMaints, and he is called St. Claudius in that 
country to this day. 

< 

This battle was fought on the 22d March 1559 ;' and the 

■ ' ' ' " ' vititbry 
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victory gained by Nur was a complete one. The king and 
mod of his principal officers were (lain ', great part of the ar- 
my taken priforiers, the reft difperfed, and the camp plun- 
dered y fo that no Moorifli general had ever returned with 
the glory that, he did. But alter wards, in his behaviour, he 
exhibited a fpe&acle more . memorable, and that did him 
more honour than the vj&ory itfelf ; for, when he drew near, 
to Adel, he clothed himfelf in poor attire, like a common 
fcldier, and b^re-headed', mounted on an ordinary mule, 
with an old faddle and tattered accoutrements ; he forbade 
the fongs and waife with which it isuftialto meet conquerors 
in that countiy, when returning with victory from the field. 
He declined alfo all /hare in the fuccefs of that day,, declaring, 
that the whole of it was due to God alone, to whofe mercy and 

immediate iiuerpofition he owed the deftrucllon of the Chrilt- 
ian army. 

MEN AS, or AD AM AS SEGUED. 

FROM I55*0,TO 1563. ' 

MENAS- fucceed^d his brother Claudius, and found his 
kingdom in alraoft as great confufton as it had been left by hfc 
father David. As nothing occurs very remarkable in his reign, 
we ihatt pafs oa to bis fucceflbr. 

SERTZA DEN&HEL,o*MBLEC3EGU£D. 

FROM- IS63.TO 1595. 

HE was only twelve years old when Jie came to the throne* 
and was crowned at Axiuot with- all the ancient ceremonies. 
The beginning of his reign was marked by a .mutiny of his 
foldiers, who, joining tnemfelves'to fome Mahometans, pjuiu 

derecf the town, and then disbanded* > . 

« • 

Scrtza, Dengbel, having proved victorious in. . all his . wars, , 
determined to cha(lxfe the malcontents of a peqple catted .the. 
Damots, when he was accoftcd by a prieft, famous, for his 
holinefs and talent for divination, who advUed him not to 
undertake that war 5 but the king exprefled'his. contempt 
both of the advice and f he~advifer. <j/T\m prieft is (aid ta have 
limited his advice ftUi further, aosjtft; hare only begged him 
JL* ^ to 
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to remember pot to eat the fifh bf a certain river in the, .terri- 
tory of Giba, in the province of Shat. The' king', however, 
flufhed with his 'former victories, forgqt the name ;of the river 
and the injunction ; and, . having eat fiOvout f of .'this river, 
Was immediately after taken dangeroufly ill, and died on his 
return. The writer of his life fays, that the fatal effeclsof 
this river were afterwards experienced in the reign of Yafous 
the Great, at the time in which he wrote, when the king's 
whole army, encamped along the fides of thre river,"werc 
taken with violent ficknefs after eating the fifh caught in it, 
and that many of the fpldiers died. Whether tbis be really 
fa«5l or not, Mr. Bruce does not take upon lilixi to decide. 
Whether fifli, or any other animal, living in water' impreg- 
nated with poifonous minerals, can preferve it's own life, 
and yet imbibea quantity of poifon fufficient to' deftroy the 
men that fhould eat it, feems to him very doubtful. 

Sertza Denghel was of a very humane, affable difpofition, 
very different from his father Menas. He was fiedfaft in his 
adherence to the church of Alexandria, and feemed perfectly 
indifferent as to the Romifti church and clergy. In conver- 
sion, be frequently condemned their tenets, but always cQm- 
atended the fobriety and fan&ity of their lives; \ . 

.9 

ZA J>ENG HEL. 

C 'Rom i5»5 to 1604. 

NO fooner was Sertza Penghel dead, ^perhaps fome time 
before, but a confpiracy was formed to change the order of 
foccetibis and this was immediately executed by order of 
the triumvirate, who fentabody of foidiewiand fcized Za 
.penghel, and carried bim clofe prifoner to Deck, a large 
ifiaod in the lake Txana, 'belonging to the queen, where he 
*w»s kept for fome time, till he efpapad andiiid himfelf in the 
wild macceffible mountains of Gojam, wbich there form the 
fcatfksoftbrNhV. He was, however, afterwards reftored, 
and converted to the Romtfe religion. The tranfa&ion of 
this and the two fucceeding reigns were; in a manner, but 
en* continued fcene of rebellion, bloodlhed and Daughter. 
0*e Roman Catholic miffionaries fenrto Abyffinia alfo em- 
ploy feveral meets m the original work; but as tbefe are* 
matters foreign to tfttplafe of an abridgment, weftall only 

obfcrre, 
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obrerve, tha£ : Za Dengliel was fucceeded by Jacob, whoreigp» k 
ecTfroni 1604 to 1605, and was fucceeded by Sbcinios,' who 
reignedtrqni 1605 to^6$2. We fiiMi conclude this book 
witfi anextra&pr two from the accprrences of (Ins lail reign,* 

Mr. Bruce,1n his artohnf of thekirigddm ofGirifeirt), fcys> 
allmattere in this ftate'are conduced by hiagW; and we may 
fee to what point thfe human underihmding is debafed in 
the diftance of a few leagues. 1 Letno^ian fay- that igno- 
rance isthecaufe, or heat of climate, which is th£ uninteili" 
$ible obfervation generally made on'tneie occafions. For 
why mould heat of climate addict a pfedple to magic more 
than cold ? or> why fhduld ignorance erilaVge a Wan*s pow- 
ers, ib that, overleaping the bounds' of common intelligence J 
it mould extend bis faculty of converftng- with 'a new fet of 
beings^ to; another world? The Ethiopians, who nearer, for- 
round Abyffinia, are blacker than thofe oT Gingiro, their 
country hotter, and are, li^e them, an indigenous people that 
haverbeen, from .the beginning, in the fame part where they, 
now inhabit* Yet the former neither adore the devil nor pre- 
tend to have a .communication vvirhliim j they have no human 
Sacrifices, nor are there any traces of fuch enormities having 
prevailed among them. A communication with the fea has 
been always open," and the (lave- trade prevalent, from the 
earlieft times ; while the king of Gingiro, ihut up in the 
heart of the continent, facrifices thole flaves to the devtt 
which he has no opportunity to fell toman. For at Gingiro 
begins that accurfed cuftom of making the {bedding* of human 
blood a neceflkry* part in M folemmties. How far to the 
fbuthward this reaches .4Vuv Bruce does not pretend to know ; 
but he looks upofl tbis to be the geographical bounds of the* 
reign of the devil on the north, fide of the equator in the. 
peninAila of Africa. 

Vihen the* king of Gingiro dies, the jbodyof the deceafed- 
is wrapped in a fine cloth,, and a co, w is killed. They then 
put the body fo wrapped up into the cow's. Hun. As foon as/ 
tjm is oyer ^ ail the princes of the royal family fly and hide 
tbemfelves in the bufties; while others, intruded with the 
election, enter into the thickets, beating every where about 
as if looking for game. At lail a bird of prey, called in 
thek country Liber, appear** and .haveri ov*r the perfon 
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deftlned to be king; crying and making a great noife without 
quitting his flation. By this meant the perftn deftraed to be 
ele&ed is found, furrounded, as is repotted, by tigers, lions, 
panthers, and men-Eke wild beads. * This is imagined to be 
done by magic, or the devil, elfe there are everywhere 
enough of tbefe beads tying in the cover to furnifh materials 
. for . fuch a tale, without having recourfe to the power of 
magic to aifemble them. As they find their king, like a wil4 
beait, fo bis behaviour continues the fame after he is found. He 
flies upon them with great rage, refitting to the laft, wounding 
and killing all he can reack without any cobfideration, till, 
overcome by force, 'he is dragged to a throne, which he filTa 
in a manner perfe&ly correfponding to the rationality of the 
ceremonies of his inftaimenu \ 

Before the king enters his patece, two men* are to' be flam* 
one 4t the foot of the tree by which hishoufe is chiefly fupport- 
ed ; the other at the tbrefhol'd of his door/ which is befmear- 
ed with the blood of the vidtim. And, St is fa id, that the 
particular family, whofe privilege it is to be flaughtered, ib 
far from avoiding it, glory in the occaflon, and offer them* 
* ftlves willingly to meet it. 

The Bthiopic memoirs of Socinios's reign is interrupted to 

record a very trifling anecdote, which Mr. Bruce inferts, a* 

it tferves to give tome idea orthe fimpjicity and ignorance of 

tbofe times. The hiflorian fays, that this, year there was 

brought into Abyffinia, a bird called Para, which was about 

the bigneft of a ben, and 4>oke all languages j Indian ,, For tu- 

guefe, and Arabic. It named the king's name $ although it& 

♦oice was that of a man, it could likew life neigh like a horfe, 

and mew like a cat-, but did not ling like a bkd\ It was 

produced before the alterably ot judges of the priefls, and 

the azages of court, and there it fpoke with great gravity. 

The aflembly, after confidering circum (lances' well, were 

unanimously of opinion, that the evil Qririt had too part in 

Endowing it with thefc talents. But to be certain of this, it 

was thought moft 'prudent to take the advice of'RasSela 

Chriftos, then in Gojam, who might, if he thought fit, con- 

, fult the fuperior of Mahebar SelaffiS ; to them it was fent, but 

it died on the /road. The hiflorian clofes his narrative by 

this wife refte&ion on the parrot's death, " Such.is the lot of 

all flefiV 1 TRAVELS 
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ANNUALS of ABYSSIHI A. .7 
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CONTINUATION OF. JTHE ANNALS, FROM THE DEATH 0* 
SOCINIO S TILL 'if R. BRUCE's J RRIVAL IN ABYSSINIA. 

fAClLIDAS', ofe SULTAN SEGUED. ' 

.*..»•-* FJtiOW 1632 TO 1665. . j , , 

FA^ILIDAS, in the fifth year of his reignj after having 
gained feveral victories over the neighoouring princes, 

pa fled the winter in Gafat j but a misfortune happened the 
following year, which Very much affected the whole kingdom* 
The peoj)le of Lafta grew defperate from their former' defeat, 
and determined again to try the fortune of war. Faciliclas, 
trufting to his former reputation acquired' in thefe. mount- 
ains in his &ther T s time/ on ^he third of March 1 6*38, ad- 
vanced with a large army into Lafta, with a defign to bring; 
thefe peafants to a battle. But tHe rebels, growing wife by 
their loffis, no longer cbofe to truft themfelves on the plain, 

but, 
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but, retiring to the ftrongeft ports, fortified them Co judlci- 
ouffy, ^thar, WithotftTiiking any lofrttremrelves, they Cut ofF 
all fupplies or provifions coming to the lung's army. 

It. happened at that time the c6ld was fo exceflive th|t al- 
mod the whole army perifhed amid ft the mountains ; great 
part from famine, but a greater (till from cold, a very re- 
markable ctrcumftance in thefe latitudes. J^arta is barely 12^ 
from the Li he, and it was now the equinox in JVlarch, fo that 
the fun was but 12* from being in the zenith of Lafia, and 
there "was in^the $Uy twelve hours of Tun. v Yet here is an ex- 
ample of ab army, not of foreigners, but natives^ petifliirig 
with cold in their own country, when the fun is no farther 
than 12* from being vertical, or from being dire&ly over their 
heads ; a ftrong .proof this, that there is no. way iff judging by 
the degrees of heat in the. thermometer, what effect that de- 
gree of heat or cold is to have upon the human hodyt 



FacilidaSft after a long reign, in which nothing: very re- 
markable occurred, was taken ill at Gondor, in. the end of 
O&ober, of a difeafe which, from its firft appearance, he 
thought would pro vemorttU He, the* efore, ienc to his eldeft 
fon Handes, wfeom he had conftantly kept with him, and who 
was now of age to govern, and recommended to him' his 
kingdom, and the per revering in the ancient religion. He 
died the 30th of September 1665, in greai/j^eace aodycompo- 
fure of mind, and they buried him at Azazo. Facilidas had 
every good quality a eceflacy \to coaftitute a great prince, 
without any alloy or mixture ; that, upon fo much provoca- 
tion as he had, might have mifled him ro be a bad one. lie 
was calm, difpaffionate, and courteous in bis behaviour*. In 
the very difficult part he had to aft between his father and 
the nation, the neceffities of the times, had taught him a degree 
of rtferve, which, if it was not natural, was not therefore the 
Fefs ufeful to him. He was in his own pertbn the br avert fol- 
diar of his tirqey^and always expofird himfelr in proportion as 
the occafion was important* To this were added all the 
qualities of^a good general, in which chara&er he feems to 
have equalled his father Socinios, who elfe , was univerlally 
allowed to be the firft of his time. Fierce add violent in bat- 
tle, 
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tie, he waa backward in ftedding blood after it. Tbaogh aa 
eaemy to theCatboiiq religion, yet, from duty to his father, 
lie lived with the Jfetriarch and Jefuits upon fo familiar a 
footing, that they cornels themfelves, it was not from any 
part of. his behaviour to them they ever could judge him an 
eneii^r. He waa molt remarkable for an implicit fubmiffion 
to fct^ftther^vcommaiKh ; ano% upon this principle, fought 
in favour af tht Catholic religion and againfthis own friends 
*Md perfuafibn, oecaufe fuch were the orders of his fovereJgn. 

HJNNES I. or OEUFE ' SEGUED. 

THIS prince was not in his nature- aveffe to war, though, 
befides two feeble attempts he made upon La ft a, and one 
agalnft the Shangatta, all without material conftquences, no 
military expedition was undertaken in bis time ; and no 
rebellion or competitor (fo frequent in other reigns) at all 
difturbed his. He feems to have had the feeds of "bigotry in 
his temper y from the beginning of his -reign be commanded 
the Mahometans- to eat no qtherileih but what had been fill- 
ed by ChriAians ; and gathered together the catholic books, 
which the jefuits had (raiiilated into the £tniopic language, 
and burned them in a heap. Much of his attention was given 
to church mattets, and, in regulating tbefe, be feems to have 
employed mod of his time, . . 

Hannes died the 19th of July, and was buried at Te<jda, 
after having reigned 15 years, He feems, from the (canty 
memorials of his long reign, to have been a weak prince; 
bur, perhaps, if the circumftances of the times were fully 
known, he may have been a wife one, 

T A S O U S 1. 

. FROM 1680 f O 1704. 

YASOUS fucceeded his father Hannes with the approbation 
of the whole kingdom. He had twice in Hannes's life-time 
abfconded from the palace, and this was interpreted as im- 
plying 
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plying fen impatience to reign. But Mr. Brace rather thinks 
thecaufe was a difference of manners,, bis -father being ex- 
tremely bigoted, fordid; and covetous 5 for he never, in 
thofe elopements, pretended to make a party contrary to his 
father's intereft, nor (hewed the leaft .inclination to give 
either the army or the people* favourable JoipreiEon of him* 
felf, tt> .the difadvantage of the king. ' .There was-, beftdes, a 
difference in religions principles. Yafotis had a great predi- 
lection, for the monks of Debra Libano8.j<or the bighctolfch } 
while Hannes, his father, had done every thing in his power 
to inflil into his fan a prepofTeifion in favour of thofe of Abba 
Enftathrus. To thefe opinions, therefore, fo widely different, 
as well in religion as the things of the world, Mr. Bruce at- 
tributes the young prince's difincllnation to, live with his 
Either. This feen* cenftrmed by the. firft il^p he took - upon 
his mounting the tin-one, which was to jnake an alteration in 
the church government, from what: bis father bad left it at 
•his death. 

The king then took a journej- of a very extraordinary na- 
ture, apd fuch as Abyflinia had" never before feen. Attended 
only by his nobility j of whom a great number had flocked to 
him, he fut down ar the foot of the mountain of Wechne*, and 
ordered all the princes of the royal family who were banifhed 
and confined there, to be brought' to him. Daring the laft 
reign ,the mountains of Wcchn£, and thofe forlorn princes that 
lived upon Tt, had been 8ft it were, totally forgotten. Han- 
Res having fons of age fit to govern, and his elded (on Yafous 
living below with his father, no room feemed to remain for 
attempting a revolution, by the young candidates efcaping 
from the mountain. This oblivion to which they were con- 
signed, melancholy as it was, proved the befl ftate thefe un- 
happy prifoners could have wi/hed ; for to be much known 
for either good or bad qualities, did always at fome period 
become fatal to the individuals. Puniihment always followed 
inquiries after a particular prince ; and all meflages, ques- 
tions, or vifits, at the inftance of the king, were conftantly 
forerunners of t lie lofs of life, or amputation of limbs, to thefe 
unhappy exiles. To be forgotten, then, was to be fafe : but 
this fafety carried very heavy diflrefs along with it* Their 
revenues were embezzled by their ©fficers-or keepers, and ill 

paid 
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paid by tbe king; and the fordid temper of Hannes had often 
reduced them all to the danger of periJhing with hunger- 
and cold. 

1 Tfte new king, Yafous, aft he was well acquainted with all 
theie circumftanc* s, fo he was, in his nature and difpoCition, 
as perfectly willing to repair the injuries that were paft, and 
prevent the like in future. In coniequence of this, there 
foon appeared as fifen from the dead, Claudius fon of Socin- 
ios, the firft exile who was (ent to the mountain of Wechne* ' 
by his brother Facilidas, grandfather of Yafous. This was 
the prince who was fixed upon by the Jefuits to fucceed his 
fattier, atid govern that country when converted to the Rom*' 
iih religion' by their intrigues; and conquered by the arms 
of the Pdrttiguefe. This was the prince, who, to make theic 
enemies appear more odious, theie JeAiits have aflerted was 
flalh by his brother Facilidas, one inflance by which we may 
Judge of the juAtceof the other charges laid againfHhat hu- 
mane, wife, and virtuous prince, whole only crime was an 
inviolable attachment to the religion and conftltntion of hi? 
country, and the juft abhorrence he mutt reafonably had, as 
ah 1 independent prince, to fubmit the prerogatives of his 
cro wd, and the rights of his people, to the blind controul of 
n foreign prelate/ 

The&ns of Faciiidas, with their families, alfo came from the 
mountain, and iikewife his own brothers, Ay to Theophilus, 
and Ayto Claudius, fons of his father Hatza Hannes. The 
fight of fo many noble relations, fome advanced in years, 
fome in the flower of their youth, and fome yet children 5 all, 
however, in tatters, and almoft naked, made men an jm- 
preffion on the young king, that he bur ft into tears. Nor 
was his behaviour, to the refpe&ive degrees of them left 
proper or engaging. To the old he paid that reverence and 
refpeft due to parents) to thofe about his own age, a kind 
and liberal familiarity * while he bellowed upon the young 
ones carefles and commendations fweetened With the hopes 
that they might fee better times. His firft care was to pro* 
vide them ail plentifully with apparel and every neceftary. 
His brothers he drencd like himfelf , and his uncles ftill more 

richly. 
M 
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richly. He then, div^ed a lar^e f un* of money among 
them ajp. . > 

In the month of December, which is the pleafanteft feafon 
<tf thp \fchoif year ,. to? fun, being u^oderajely hot^the fl*y.**n- 
fta»t}jr clear a^4 w,i*hftut 9 cl^ud, 41 tfafOMft W% en^atnae** 
uprfer the mptifltaua, 304 the inferior fort Qrewed alongtthe 
gpafs,. 41J. were mtfgj a,t, the expend. P? the#ng, paflfng 
the day and, a&ht i# contjnual feftiyais,, «.« It ii bat. right,, 
((hid the kttng,}that I flpouhdipajt far a pleasure fo great, tha* 
none of my predeceftVs ev*? dared to tafte ft *" and of aJJ; 
that noble aflVmbiy none teemed to. eo&oy. M more finoer ejy 
than the kiag. All pardons (oimt^d for cri&ijinfe. at this 
time were granted*, ki tkk ntajtaeq, haafiaj Q?pnfc a. Avhqle 
month, before to departure, the king called for t^ defcar* 
fi. f . the treafeey book) in* wJbKk the account, of the fum, al- 
lowed for the maintenance -of thefe pr/ifoDera » flawed ; and 
having inquired ftri&ly into the expenditure,, ami cancelled 
«U grant*- that had been made, of any part qt that fun} to 
others, and prodded in- future for the futt, a^ well $$ yearly 
payment of it, he, for htfi.la&a&, gave to the governor of 
the mountain a .large aCceflion of territory, to n&keh&i.aift- 
pie amends, for the toft of the <tae4 lift. was under ftood to be, 
entitled to from that revenue. After this, he en&bracecV them 
all, a {Turing them of his conftant protection ; and, mounting 
his horfe, he took the keeper along with him, leaving all 
the royal family at their liberty at the foot of the mountain, 

. So generous, a: conduct, and. this left mark of confidence* 
more than all the reft, touched the minds of that noble troop, 
who huirried every man with his utrooft Cpee& to reftore 
themfelves voluntarily to their jnelanclioly prifon, imputing 
every moment of delay as a tyep towards treafon and ingrafti* 
tude to. their munificent, companionate/ an*} magaanknoua 
benefaftor. All their way was moifteoed wjtb tears fowling 
from fenfible and thankful hearts ; and all the mountain 
feibnnded with prayers for the long Ute and profpecity of 
the king, and that the crown might never leave the tfneal de- 
fceodants of- his family. \t was very remarkable, that, dur- 
ing this long relgu, though he was conftantly involved in 

war. 



w*rl hb competitor htitn the metirftain ever speared hi 
bteafcbot thofe vows^hey had fo Volufnfartiy Undertaken. 

Another great advantage the, king reaped by this generous 
•conduct* whs that^aU the matt powerful &A4 ctonfiderable peo- 
ple in. the kingdom had an opportunity, 5t one view, to fee 
each individual of the royal fa ratty that vat capaifle of v ear- 
ing the cr/own, and aiH with one voice agreed* upon *be com- 
pati&mnaMkvtbat, tf they 4lqd***a *•» afle»bled to eletf; a 
king, the choice would not have fatten upon any but. the 
present. 

^Yefotts is reported to havefcee« the moft graceful and dex- 
terous horiemea of bit ttnato. He diftingjuifhed bimfelf in hunt- 
ing .us tmsch for his jfckfoefiapd courage •gainjt the beafts, as 
he had, for a fhort watte hefbre, done by hta affability, gener- 
ality, and beaevole&ce, «mi4A his -own family. All was 
praife, all was enthutiafm, wherever the young king prefented 
himfelf $ the ill-boding monks and hermits had not yet dared 
to forte! •evil, but every common mouth predicted this was 
to be an acVrre, vigordas, and glofiotrs reign, without being 
•thought *y this- to hare fa!d r a^y pretention to the gift of 
^prophecy. 

: Intb&^th .year-bf the reign of Yafrat* there appeared a 
comet, remarkable tor its £te and fiery hrigbtneft <rf its body, 
and for the prodigious Jtengtto and xliftaaAnefe of its tail, it 
urasfrft taken notice «f a tGojaiar, two daya. before the feaft 
«i St* Michael,' on. which day the army *akes the field. A 
fight fo uncommon aJanoed ati ferta of people 5 and the pro- 
phets, who had kept themfeives within very moderate 
bounds during (his whole reign, now thought that K was in- 
cihtioeTit upon therti hy diftingtiim themfeives, and be filent 
no longer. Actbrdingly, they foretold, from this phenome- 
non, andpublHhed every where as a truth infallibly and im- 
mutably pre-ordained, 'that the prefent campaign Was to ex"i 
hibit a fcene of carnage and blood (hed, more terrible and 
more extenfive than any thing that ever had appeared in the 
annals of Ethiopia. That thefe torrents of blood, which 
were every where to follow the footfleps of the king, were to 
be flopped by Iris death, which was to happen before he ever 

returned 
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returned again to Gondar ; and, as {he objeft -of the king's 
expedition was ftill a fecret, thefe alarming prefagea gained a 
great deal of credit. But it was not fo with Yafous, who, 
notwithstanding he was import nned, by learned men of ail 
forts, to put off his departure fop fonle day*, abfojntely re- 
fmed, anfwering always fucb requeftsby irony and derifion : 
*<■ Pho ! Pho ! (fays he) you are not in the right ; we muft 
give the comet fair play ; ufe him well, or he will never ap- 
pear again, and "then idle people and old women wlU hate 
nothing to amufe t hemfelvts with.'? 

Yafous accordingly left Gondar at the time lie had ap- 
pointed ; and be was already arrived at Amdaber, a few 
days diftance from the capita], when an exprefi brought him 
word of his mother's death, on which he immediately march- 
ed back to Gondar, and buried her in the ifland of Mitraha 
with all poulbie magnificence, and with every mark of fin- 
cere grief. 

• 
The prophets, though they had) not fuceeecled io what they 

foretold, they kept neverthelefs a.good countenance. It is 

true that no blood was ihed, nor did the king die before he 

returned to Gondar ; but his mother died when be was away, 

and that Was much the fame thing ; for they contended, that 

it was not a great miftake, from 'the bare authority of a 

comet, to err only in thefex of the perfon that was to die; a 

queen for a king. was a very near calculation* As for the 

bloody flory and the king's death, they faid they had raiftak- 

en the year in computing, but that it ftill was to happen 

(when it pleafcd God) /cm* othe* time. 

Thefe explanations were allowed by. the people to, be the 
beftpoffible, excepting the king, who perceived a degree of 
malice in the foretelling his death and certain lois of his army, 
juft at the inftant be wJM taking the field. But he difguifed 
his refentment under ftrong Irony with which he attacked 
thefe diviners inceflantly. He had inquired accurately the 
day of his mother's death : " How is it, (fays he to his chap- 
lain, or kees hatz^) that this comet fhould come tofirttel my 
mother's death, when me was dead four days before It ap- 
' peared ?" Another day to the fame perfon he faid, " 1 fear 

• . you 
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yotj do my mother too much 'honour at the expenfe\>f relig- 
ion. : is it decent to fuppofe' rtrerfuch a ftar, like that which 
l ap|>edred at the birth'bfrChrifVfliould now be employed on 
iio greater errand than to fbretel the death ofthe daughter of 
Guebrd Mafcai ?" Thefe, tod many other fuch railleries, ac- 
counted' by thefir vrfionaries a* Ik tie fhortof impiety, Co mor- 
tified Koftl (the kees hat 2^,) a great believer in, and pro- 
tector of the dreamers, that he refigned all bis employments, 
ttrid- retired among the hermits into the defer* of V\>rk leva 
towards Sennaar, to ftudy the afpe&s of the Oars more ac- 
curately, and nwe at leifure. 

A fudden and violent alarm began the tenth year, and 
fpread itfelf in an inftant all over the kingdom without any 
certain authority. The Galla with an innumerable army 
were fald to have entered Gojam,- at feveral places, and laid 
watte the whole province, and- this was the more extraordi- 
nary, as the Nile was now in the height of its S mind at ion. 
On his march, the king learned', that this ftory.arofe merely 
from a panic 5 and this formidable army turned out to be 
no more than a fatal] band of robbers of that nation, who 
had pafled the river in their ttfilal way, part on horfeback, 
while the foot were dragged over, hanging to the horfes tails, 
or riding on goats flcins blown np with the wind. This 
fniatl party had furprifed Come weak villages, killed the in- 
-hahitants, and immediately - returned acrofs the river. But 
.the alarm continued, and there were people at Gondar, 
Who were ready to fwear they faw the villages and churches 
on fire, and a large army oY Galla in their march to Ibaba, at 
the fame time that there was not one Galla on the Gojam fide 
cf the river, Yafous, .however, either confiderjng this fma!l 
bpdy of QaUs coming at this unfeafonable time, and the panic 
Ihafc wasj/baFt^cia.lIy ipread, as a feint to\tirow him off his 
guard when a real invafion might, be intended, or with a 
view to cover Km) own defigns, fumraoned all the men of the 
province. of Gojam to meet him in arms at Ibaba the 7th day 
of January,, being the proper leafon for preparing an expedi- 
tion into, the country of the Galla. 

Yafous, for fcfis firfif wmV, had married Ozoro IVklacotawtt, 
tiiady of great family and ; eonne&ions in the province of Go - 

• ; ,{ "- ■'* 5 'M* -.'. jain. 
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jam. By her be bad a (on , Tecla Haimanout , who was groyn to 
manhood, and had hitherto lived in the mod dutiful affe&ipji 
and fubmiffion to his father, wjio, on his part, feemed to 
place unlimited confidence in his fon. He now gave a proof 
of this, not, very common in the annals of Abyffinia, by leav- 
ing Tecla Haimanout behind him, at an age when be wa* 
fit to reign, appointing Betwudet, with abfolute power to 
govern in his abfence. Yafous had a mUlrefi whom he tender* 
erly loved, a woman of great quality likewife, whofename 
was Ozoro Keduite*. 

While the king was watching the motions of the Galla,' news 
was brought that Oioro Kedufte* had been taken ill of a fever j 
and though,- upon this intelligence, he diipofed his aftairs fo 
as to return with all poffible expedition, yet when he came 
to Bercante, the lady's houfe, he. found that the vios not only 
dead but had been for fometime buried. All his prefeuce of 
mind now left him » he fell into .the molt violent tranfport of 
wild defoair, and, ordering her tomb to be opened he went 
down into it, taking hi% three funs along with him who 
he had by her, and became fo frantic at the fight of the 
corpie, that it was with the utmpft difficulty be could be forc- 
ed again to leave the iepulchre. He returned firfl.to Gondar, 
then he retired to an ifknd in lake Tzana, there to mourn 
his loft miflrefs. ' , 

The king in the mean time, having finifhed his mourning, 
difpatcked Badjerund Ouflas to his fon the Betwudet, at Gon~ 
dar, ordering him forthwith to (end him a body of his houle- 
hold troops to rendezvous on the banks of the lake, oppofite 
to the ifland Tchekla Wunze, where he then fiad his residence. 
It has been faid, contrary to all truth, by thole who have 
written travels into this country, that fons born in mar- 
riage had the fame preference in fucceffion as they' have 
in other countries. But this is entirely without foundation : 
for, in the firil place, there is no' fucti thing as a regular 
marriage in Abyffinia ; all confifts in mere confent of patties* 
But, allowing this to be regular, not only natttraT~cnildren, 
that is, thofe born in concubinage, where no marriage was in 
contemplation, and adulterous bafta'rds, that- is, the fons of 
unmarried women by married men, and all manner of fons 
whatever, fucceed equally as well to the crown as to 

private 
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private inheritance ; and there cannot be a mcge clear exan*- 
ple qC this thaaJn the present king, who, although l)e had a 
Ion, . Tecla Haimanout, . born .of. ,th,e , queen Malacotawit in 
wedlock* wa» yefc fucceeded by,, three MUrd brothers, all 
IbOB of Yafous, torn in . adultery, that is, in the life of the 
queen. David and Hannes were fonsof the Jting by his favour- 
ite Ozoro Keduftf j Bacuffa, by another lady of quality. 

• • - • • »•.•■"' . i • . - t - . 
Though fne< queen, Malacotawit, bad paired over witji 
feeming indHrerence the preference tbr Wm had given hU 
rniftrefs, Ozoro KediflU, Aurwg .her Jife time, yet, from a 
very unaccountable kind ©f jeal^ufy, ihe could riot forgive 
thoffe violent tokent ofaffe&ibi* the king had ihewn after hcpr 
death, by going down with his fops and remaining .with the 
body in the grave. Full of refentment for this, flie had per- 
fuaded her fan, Tecla Haimanottt-, that Yafous had determin- 
ed to deprive him of his fucceffioq, to&nd him and her, hit 
mother,' both to Wechnl, and placeJpis baftard brother, Da- 
vid,- Ton of Ozoro KedufteV upon the throne. The queen 
had been very diligent in attaching to her the principal peo- 
ple about the court. By her own friends, and the iffiftance 
of the difcontented and baniflied monks, (he had raifed a great 
army in Gojam, under her brothers, Dermen and Paul us. 
Tecla Haimanout had (hewn great figns of wifdom and talents 
for ^governing, and very much attached to himfelf fome of 
his father's oldeft and ableit iervints. It was, therefore, 

agreed, in return to Yafous's jneffage by Ouftas, toanfwer, 
That, after fo long a reign, and fo much blood (hed, the 
king would do well to retire fo fome convent for the reft of 
his life, and atone for the many great (ins be had committed'; 
and that he mould leave the kingtfom in the hands of his (on 
Tecla Haimanout, as the ancient king Caleb had refigned bis 
crown into the hands of St. Pantaleon in favour of his fon Gue- 
bra Mafchal. As it was not very fare to 'deliver iucti a m£f; 
(age to a king, fuch as YaJbus, it was therefore lent to him by 
a common foot-foldier, who could dot be an objecl'of refen't- 
ment. 

The king received it at Tchekla Wanze, the iflaftd in the 
lake Tzana, where he was then refidiftg. He anfwered with 
great iharpnels,' by the lame mefeagejy " That he had been 

' ■' long 
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fang informed who theft were that had (educed his fiwu Tech 
fc Hainran6nr, fct once from hi* duty Ttt him a* fcit father, fend 
his allegiance as' hfc* fovWeign j that though hi didobt hold 
'thetff to* be equal in fan Arty to St.Panfcaleoir, jfct fu<m a» they 
were, he propofed hnmedlately to *mee*t' then* at Geadar, 
and fettle these hU fonY coronation/* • •• - . 
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A meflage like this could not fail of being perfectly under- 
derftood; Thofe of the court that • wfte j.witfrTedft.Hflijroa- 
toonr, and ttiejnhabftants of &e capital^ inektogftfl^, .-and 
bound thethferies by a (blemi* oath go lit* and die with their 
king Teda Haftaanout. Th* ftverity of Yaaons w*s well 
fenowin ; hfc provocation nW was a-jufeone j and the «*af- 
tire of vengeance'that awaited then/ ev«ry on* concerned 
knew to be fnch, that there was no alternative but death or 
victory. Neither party were flack in preparations* Ralmati 
Honortns, governor of Daraot, « veteran officer and old (fer~ 
raiit of Yafous, colle&ecba large body of troops asd march- 
ed l9iem *down the weft fid? of the lake* Yafous having 
there Joined them, atict putting hinrfeif at theheadofbts 
army, began his march! rounding the lakeonitafouth 6de 
towards Dingleber* * 

Tecla rjaimanout, after hearing hi* father was in motion, 
wajrched wfch his army from. Gondar, attended with all the 
cpifig&s of royalty, He encamped .at Bartcho, in that very 
field where Za Deng^hel was defeated and Gain by his re- 
bejlious fubje&s. Thinking . this a port ominous to kings, he 
refclved to wait for bis father there, and give him battle. 
The king, in his march through the low country of Dembea, 
was attacked by a putrid fever, very common in thofe parts, 
which fo increafed upon him, that he was obliged tp be car- 
rjed back to Tchekla Wunze. This accident, difcouraged 
his whole party. .His army, with Houorius, took the roafl 
to Gojam, . but did not difpeHe, awaiting the recovery of tl?e 
king. But the queen, Malacptawit, no fooner heard that Ya- 
fous her huftand was lick at Tchelcla Wunze, than fliefent 
to her fon Tecla Haimanout to leave his unwholefome flat ion, 
«od twch back imja^xUacdy to GoiKlar * an*** -as fooo, as he 
was returned,*])* difp«tebed her two brothers Dermin and Pau- 
iw, wit* a body of foldkn *xrtwo hlztomt&mpfquettert, 

• ; * who 
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who,; .entering the ifland Tchekla Won** by ratpHfe, ftot 
and di&bled* the king while fitting on a couch ; immediately x 
. after wh|eh, Dermin thrall him through with a (word. They 
attempted afterwards to fcurn' the. body, in order to avoid 
the ill twill the fight of it miift oecafion. la this, however, 
they were prevented by the. priefts of the ifland and the neigh- 
bouring nobility, who took pofleffion of the body, warned 
it, and performed ail the rites of fepultuve, then ; carried it 
in a kind of triumph, with every . mark of magnificenoe^diie 
to the burial of a king, interring, it in -the fmatfj ifland. of 
Mitraha, where lay the body of all his anceftors, and where 
Mr, Bruce faw the body of this king ftill entire. Nor did 
the prince his fon, Tecla Haimanour, now, difconrage the 
people in the refpeft they voluntarily paid to his father. On 
the contr^ryi that parricide himfelf mewed every outward 
mark of idury, to wfrich inwardly his heart had been long a 
Itranger. ■ /". -''" !! J - •' '■•'' '•' * • l '■*> :-.•«■ 
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- Poncet, who {aw,thisking> gives this chata&er of him : 
He fays he was a man Very fond of war, bur averfe to the 
wedding of blood. Howtver this may appear a contradiction 
or faid for the fake of the antfehtfis, it really was the true 
character of ttnVprince* who, fond of war, and in the per- 
petual ta*eer -ef victory , did, by puwkig his conquefia as 
faf as they could go, inevitably occafion the filling nfmtith 
blood. > Yet, when his army was not in the field, though he 
had detected a multitude of conspiracies: among priefts and 
other people at borne* whofe lives hi conieqaence werefor&it- 
ed to the law, he very rarely, either from his own motives, or 
the perfuafion of others, could be induced tt> inffift capital 
punifhments, though often ftrongty provoked to it. 

TEdtJf.'HAlMNOUT /. 

i . . ' *^ ' i . ' " t ' 

rROM 17P4 to 1706. ' 

ELI AS the Armenian, who was charged Willi letters of pro-" 

tettion from Yafous to meet the miffionary M, du Roule at 

SenHaar, where he had been murdered, had tfeachtid Widtin 

4 fhrjee days journey of that capital, < when fa^ heard thatfciag 

Yafous 



\- 
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Yatbutwi* nominated..- Terrified arte news, 'he^etoriwd 
In the otmoft bafle to Goatfar, aed protested the kitten, 
^which Itad/baen written byYafbusv to be tqfjtwcA by 
fcurfbiV krog Tecla itatmarioufc Teciattaim* flout toad ins 
father* letters, and approved of their contents, ordering 

* them to be cojterfintbiswMnnapie j and £h*s without delay 
>fi?t otrt w>lh them.. Mr* 'flrttce has here infertod a tranfifttion 
of ibafcletteiis, which -were originolty written in Arabic, and 
appeared to Mr. Br ufce to be of 'the few. tfattere authentic, 
among thbfe many which have been jmbiUhed as coming 
from Abyflinia. 

; " The king Tecla Haimanout* fon ofrtheVingof the church 
of Ethiopia, king ofathoufand churches. Qn the part of 
the powerful, augu ft king, arbiter of nations, (hadowofGod 

. upon earth, the .guide of kings who - pr.ofeft the religion 
of the MelEab, the moft powerful of Chriltian' kings, be that 
maintains order between Mahometans and Chriftians, pro- 
f8£tor>of the boundaries <of Alexandria, <obfcryer of the^om- 

-tuartdwents ol'ithe-gofpel, defcended of the line df-Uie pro- 
phets David and Solompa > -*-may the bleifing of Jfrael, be 
opoo Jour prophet* and opootthem*— To-*he king Baa4ft» £>n 
of eke king.Ounfa,, »*ay h'& reign beio^of.bappin«ff> beis^g 

-% pUmce endowed ^Iththeie *a*e aaajftto l tb#r4e&rye . the 
ttighaft jBaiies as governing hU kingdom, wM> ^ftfeguUbod 

* wffttom* and by an order foU'of^qeity.^Tho k'mg'of France, 
< Who li a QsriOfan; Wrote a letter Newsier, 'eight .years .*gp, 

%Jr wbkk^enpsiitttao me, that fee wood to qpen a trade 

' for the advantage of bis own fubje&a and of mine, which re- 

. queft we have granted* We come at prefect to undetftand, 

that he bos font us prefent* by -a man wboftf'name is Du Roule, 

who has Hkewife feveral others along with him, and that 

thefe people have -been arretted, at your town of Sennaar. 

We require of you, therefore, to fet tnem immediately at 

liberty, and to foflfer them to come, to us with all the mat ks 

of honour, and that you mould pay regard to the ancient 

i^^ndiWpwWffwkaa Always iul^lMhet«oe^our t pre4eceirors 

, 4kjoe,tfie time pf the king of Sedgod «nd the,klng of JLim, 

i^ntke.^nai^nc day* We olfb 2 deaueni of jo» to /ufer all the 

loJritjflfti afiteking *rf France *optft, t«nd<«UtfK)(e$katceme 

. / t with - 
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with letters of hi* confial who ha* Cairo, at aft fiich. French* 
men eomeifbr. tytade only* being-of tbe fiame peligten with us*. 
We like wife. 1 recommend to: you* that you permit to.paiff 
freely,, all French CheiAtans, Counts aoKtSyriaiKv wb&foUow 
que tttow, onawvina; our lelrgiuu, and who* intend coming 
into. our- country* j audtha* you do not fiiffer any of thofr who. 
ace. contrary to oih^ religion to pais* luch at the raopk Jofcpto* 
audbiB. conapanions* isjhom. you may keep aaSeunaaf, it 
being in no ihape ouriatention to fiiuev them to-oaaoe fcita 
our dominions, where they- wouldoccaiioutroubftav at feeing* 
enemies.- to, out) ftitiu God gf ant you your . de1»re$. tf -WWro|cj 
the- ioth<o§ 2ulkad6, Anno xi*8, *\e. thtm of January i?ofc 

The^ire<ltt)iii8-rr« To, king^ Ba*ftr, fqa^f ^Qofift,. 
m ay <^4 favour J>ini\vi k tKbif.gw« # w .„ 

* Mr. Bract remarks on Urn letter, ,thafe the Arabs, iwfce.fej} 
their 'QpcksaieaB the; ivoutiers. of the two coantritftt, war* 
dften. plundered by. the Jtioga b£ Abyffinia, makio.g diefeentf 
intoi Atjxura > hut taiftMiaa never ^eekojiedr*ak)aatfon*i)tpf#sf 
between, tta twq Jbyera;iga»« On the comranyv as, t^e n?o? 
trve of the Arabs, fop coming (butht into, the froiatier* of Aby* 
flinia, was. to beep tlwmfcVtes independent, and^ltto£ the 
reaqftof 9ennaar, when the king of. Abyffinia fell upoatben* 
there; be'waa.underftood. to do tba£ monarch ftnvice, by 
driving them - down feather withiahis reach* TTbe.Bahaitna- 
ga/h has been always at war wifh them ; they atie tributary 
V> Wuifqir eating M*. gra(s ant} drying IiU wa^e^and potting 
that eyjer. be 4ge* to, t£ero gives ao# . trouble or. inquietude to 
Sennaa** H is. interpreted, as maintain! ng tys, ancient dojnin* 
ion oyer the Sheptard*, thofe of- Sennaar being, a new power, 
and accounted aauAirpen. 

fyaqflafion tft* Arajbic Letter, /r*» thr King of 
Abyffina toM. du- Route. * ' 

" THE' king; Tecla Haimanout, king of the eftabKihed 
church, fon^f the king of a thoufand churches. 

" Thisje|tex comefth fbrtji from the venerable, auguft king, 
Who is the fhadow of God, guide of Chriftian princes that 

are 
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are in the world, the moft powerful of the Nazarean kings, 
observer of the commandments of the goipel, prote&or of 
t^e confines of Alexandria, he that maintaineth order be- 
tween Mahometans and Chriftians, defended from the family 
of the prophets David and Salomon, upon whom being the 
bleffings of Ifraei, may God make his happineis eternal, and 
his power perpetual, and protect his arms— So be tt~To his 
excellency the moft virtuous and moft prudent man Da Rdula, 
a Frenchman fent to us, may God preserve *him, and make 
him arrive at a degree of eminence— So be it.— £lias, your 
interpreter, whom you fent beforey<>u, —being arrived here, 
has been well received* We have underftood that yon are 
fent to us oii the part of the king of France our brother, and 
arefurprifed that yoa have been detained at 'Sennaar, We 
lend to you at prefent a letter for' king Baarfy , in t>rder that 
he may fet you at liberty, and not do you any injury, nor 
to *h«fe that art with you, but may behave in a manner that 
is proper both, for you arid to as, according to the religion of 
Elias that yoo^bnt, , who is 4 Syrians and all thofe that may 
come after you from the king of France our brother, or his 
cbnTul at Gairoy 4hta1! be » well received^ whether they be am- 
baflad&r* or ^private merchants, becaufe we love thofe that are 
©f our religion. \W* receive with pleafure thofe who do not 
toppqie opr laws, and we fend <a way thofe that do oppofc 
them. For thiftrreafon, we did riot receive immediately >jc~ 
feph with all liis companions, not chooflng that rlith 4Tort of 
people mould appear in our prefence, nor intending that they 
lhould pafe Seirnaar, in order to avoid troubles which may 
occafi on the death of many ; bnt with refpetf to you, have 
nothing to fear, you may come in all fefety, and you&all 
be received with honour,"— Written the 10th of the month- 
Zulkadl, Anno 1118, 1. -e* the 31ft of January of the year 
1706. 

The addreft 5s-^." Let the prefent be delivered/ to x JVL dtf 
Roule> at the town of Sennaar^ < 

The unjucky meflenger, £lias, was again about to enter 
Sennaar, when he received information that Du Roule was 
affaffinated. If he had fled haftiiy from this inaufpicious 
place upon the murder of Yafous, his hafte was now tenfold, 

'••■.- • ' • » '• ' a* 
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as fee confideted himfelf engpgted .'hi the circumftances that 
had involved M. da Roule r s v attend aart inr his misfortunes. 
The king; opon hearing the account given by fclias of the 
melancholy fate of the athbaflador at Setmaar, was fo exafpex*- 
ated that he gave immediate orders Sot recalling fuch of 
hia troops 2 as be had permitted to go to any conflderable dif* 
tarice? and, m a' council held for that purpole, be declared 
that he confidered the death of JVL du Roule as an affront that 
immediately aflected hw crown and dignity, ' He was, there- 
fore, determined not to pais it aver, but to make the king of 
Sennaar fentible tbit he, as well as alt the other kings uport 
earth, knew the beeeffity of obferving the law of nations, and 
the bad cUrfftquehc* of perpetual retaH at ion a that muft fol- 
low the violation: of it. In the mean time, thinking that the 
baffraofOafrawasiehe caule-of this, he wrote the following 
letter to him. 



Ttranjktwtrf an Arabic Letter from the King gf Abyf* 
. iinia to tbe Baiha and Divan of Cairo. 

!' To the Pacha, find Lords of* the Militia of Cairov Oa 
the part of tbe king of Abyffinia, the king Tecla Haimanoufr, . 
fort of the king of the church of Abyffinia. On tbe part of the 
augfuft king, the powerful arbiter of nations, ihatlaw of God 
#pon earth, the guide of kings who profefs the religion of the 
Mefliab, the moft powerful -of all Chriitian kings, be who 
maintains order between Mahometans and Chrityans, protest- 
or of the confines of Alexandria, obferver of the command, 
tnents of the gofpel, heir from father to fon of a moft pow- 
erful kingdom, defcended of the family of David and Solo- 
mon,~~may tbe bleffing of lfraelte upon our prophet, and 
upon them ! may bis bappinefs be durable, and his greatneis 
lading, and may his powerful army be always feared !~?To 
tbe moft powerful lord, elevated by bis dignity, venerable by 
his merits, diftingnifhed by his ftrengtb and riches among 
all Mahometans, the refuge of all thofe that reverence him, „ 
who by his prudence governs and directs tbe armies of the 
noble empire, and commands his confines ; victorious viceroy 
of Egypt, the four corners of which ihall be always refpefted 
tt and 
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and defended • :— . So be it-~-And to all the diftinguWhed princes,. 
judges, men of learning, and other officers, whofe burmefs 
it is to maintain order and gooo* government, and to ail com- 
mander* in generalg may God .prefer re them all in their dig- 
nities, in the noble nefs of their health. , You are to know-that 
onr anceOots never bore any«envy to, other kings, nor did they 
ever occafion them any trouble, or (how them, any mark. of 
hatred k On the contrary, they have, upon.aU oocafions r given 
them proofs of .their friendship, aflKling. them generoufly, 
relieving them in their neeeffities, as we41 in what concerns 
the caravan and pilgrims of Mecca and. Ar/abja Felix, a$- in 
the Indies, in Per fi a, and other > diftant aad'etyNofoherway 
places, a If© by protecting dttlinguMhetl perfon*ot$every urg- 
ent neceflity. Neverthejefs, tye king of France, pur brother, 
who profeflfes. our religion and our law, having, bees indnced 
thereto, by forae advances of friendfliip on our part, fuch as 
are proper » fent an ambaflador to us ; 1 underftand that you 
eaufed him to be arretted at Sapnaar, and alfo another, by 
name Murat, the Syrian, whom y6n old jJutlrf pflfenalf*, 
though he was fent to that ambaflador on our. part, and by 
thus doing, you have violated the law of nations, as ambafla- 
dors of kin^a ought to beat liberty to go wliereVer they will; 
and it is a general obligation to treat them with honour, and 
not to moled or detain ther«i, nor mould they be fuBjeS't© 
pay cuftoms, or ;mjr fort* of prefenfs. We coufd Very f tbon 
repay you in kind, if we were inclined to revenge the tnftA 
you have offered to the man Murat fent on our part ; the 
Nile wbuW be fnfficient to punilh yon, (ince God hath put 
into oufpowerhis Fountain, his outlet, and hisincreafe, and 
that we can difpofe of the fame to do you harm. For the 
"prefent we detnand of, and exhort you to defitt from any fu- 
ture vexations towards our envoys, and not dirturb us by de- 
taining thofe Who (hall be lent towards you, but you flialllet 
them pafs and Continue their route without delay, -coming 
and going whenever they will freely for their own 'advantage, 
whether they are our fubje&s or Frenchmen, and whatever 
you (hall do to. or for them, we (hall regard as done to or for 
ourfelves." 1 

The addrefs is— " To the baflia, princes, and lords.govern- 

f ing 
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ihgHhe town of great Gairo', may God favour them with his , 

Wobdnefr.* fr ^ j ' , 

• '. > >>: ■ ■ v. -1 • : •: • ' : «; 

Thetvare fonle tWngawy remarkable in thU letter. The 
king, of Abyfltnia Vahies bimfelf, and his predeceffors, upon 
never having tnotefted or troubled any of his neighbours who 
were king*, nor borne any envy towards them. We are not 
then to believe what we fee often in hiftory, that there was, 
freqtientwar betweeen Sennaar and'Abyffinia, or that Sennaar 
was tributary *o Abyffinfa. That ftripe of country inhabited 
by theSbarigalla, w6uld, in this eaft, have been ftYft coriquer- 
ei. Butltis more probable,' that the great difference of'cli* 
tnate, whicih immediately takes place between the two king- 
doms, the great- want "of water on the frontier*, barriers 
placed there by the hand of nature, have been the means of 
keeping fhefe kingdoms from having any mutual concerns*; 
: ^nd'foy indeed, we jnay'guefs by the ntter filertee of the books, 
AvTrtcfc never* niettt ion any 1 War' at S&nnaar tUl the beginning 
of tfie reign' of Sociriiosi 

The next thing remarkable is his protection of the, pil- 
grims who go to Mecca, and the merchants who go to Incite. 
Several caravans of both fet out yearly from his kingdom, 
all Mahometans, fomje of whom go to Mecca for religion, the 
others to India, by Mocha, to trade. 



. * t 



* Theikhpy, aftei having conquered ^H his enemies* wasfcer- 
-fttadoti* by fame<pf;hb£a*o^^ *" s 

general, and his army, then all the droops, .that bad joined 
him* an4so with a tew of h?s k at#n^an.ts,, or court, to hunt 
the tytffela in ^neighbouring country 9j Id j ; which council 
.the young prince topraflitx adopted, fufpedjag^o treafon. 

During the hunting matqli, a cbnfpiracy was formed by die- 
ter Mo, his two brothers^Palambaras), Hannes, and feveral. oth- 
ers, old officers, belonging to the late king YafOus, who' faw that 
heintended,oneby one, to weed them out of the way' as foon as 
fafely Ke could, and that the whole power and favour was at 
laft, to fall into the hands of the Ueghe, and her brothers Der- 
'min anaYPauius. Accordingly, one morn injg, the conspirators 
having furrounded him vyhil^ridiiig, one^of them thriift hira 

through 
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; 
1 

through the body wftb a 6wd, and threw him from his mnjr 
npafl t*be earth. T|ey then ^ a id his body upon a horfe, and 
with all poffible expedition, carried him to the houfe of Aze- 
4ia Michael, where be arrived yet attve, but died immediately 
upon being taken from the horfe* Badjernnd Dallas, and 
Tome other of his father's old. officers who had attached them* 
Telves to him Vfter his father's death, took the body of the 
king and buried it in Quebrtfn. 

This aflaffination wa* no fooner known, than the mailer of 
the horfe, with the few troops thai he could gather, together, 
came to the palace, and took a young ion of Tecia Ha i man* 
out, aged only four years, whom he proclaimed king, and 
the Iteghl, Malacotawit, regent of the kingdom. But .Bad- 
jernnd Ouftas, and tuofe who had not been concerned in the 
' murder of either king, wenfc.ftraigfat to the mountain of 
Wechni, and brought thence Tifijis, that is, TbeopbiU*v#w* I 
to Hannes, and brother to the late king Yafous, whom^ejr 
crowned at Emfras,, and called him, by his .inaaguratioa 
name, Atferar Segued* 

• ' T I F I L I 3. 

feom 1706 fro 1709* : 

THE new king, Theophilus, a few days after bis corronft* 
lion, having tailed the whole court and clergy together, de- 
clared to them, that hisvfahh upon the dilutable. point con- 
cerning onr Saviour's Incarnation was different from that of 
'his' brother Yafeus, or that of his nephew Tecla Hatmanbut, 
but in every refpeci conformable to that of the Monks of 
Gojanv followers of. Abba Euftathios, and that of the 
Iteghe, Malacotawit, Dermin and Paulut. A violent clam- 
our was inftantly railed againft the king by the prieits of 
Debra Libanos, as having forfaken the religious principles of 
|iis predeceflbrs. But the king was inflexible ; and this in- 
gratiated him more with the inhabitants of -Gojam. Not 
many days after, the-king arretted the matter of Ibehorfe, 
Johannes Palambaras, the Betwudet Tigl, and Several others, 
all fuppofed to Be concerned^* the murder, of the Jate king, 
and confined them in fereS|Fplace$ and prifons. 

• Thil 
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nffataeondu&of the king entirely relieved tbemiuds of alt 
the friend? of TechtHaUriSiiout from any further fear of be* 
Ixlg catted to account for; the-mnrderof Yafous ; and, in con- 
IbqUMice^iJiisjthe^tKW'ftlUtacoiawh, with- her brothers 
Dermin, artel Paulas, an&sUl -the murderers.' of the-iate king 
Yafous, cimeto- G©Q<fer that fama winter, to do homage to 
Theopbiius; whonv they now thought their greateft prote&or* 
But the wife and fagaeidos king had kept his (eeret in his own 
bofom. * All his behaviour hitherto had - been only diffimula- 
lion, tb induce his brother's murderer* to oome within his 
power... -And no iboder«did hrfee that he Jtad fttfeeeded in 
this, than the.««y;firft d"»y, whiW- they were yet a* audience, 
lie ordered an officer, in his own prefence, to arreft firft the 
queen, and then her two brothers Dermis and Paulus.v He 
gave the fame directions concerning the reft of the confpir- 
ators, who were air Aattered abo^ir Goiidar, eating, drink- 
ing an<l fearing noting,, but rejoicing at the happy days they 
had prom i fed thiemfelves, and were flow to fee; he ordered 
the whole of them, amounting to 37 perfons, many of thefe* 
8f the firft rank, to be all executed that fame foreubon. ' 

* • . 

The firft executed was the qneen, who was taken immedi- 
ately from his prefence, and hanged by the common hangman, 
on the tree before the palace gate : the firft: pf her rank, it is 
believed, that ever died To vile a death,, either in AbyfHnja or. 
in any other country* Dermin and Paul up were firft .carried, 
to the tree to fee theifj, fiber's execution -^ after which, one. 
after the other, they were thruft through with fwords, the 
weapon with which they had wounded the late king Ya- 
fous. • But the p*ro .Mahometans were flrot with muflters, 
it having 'been in that mannec they had ended .the late king's* 
life, after Qerrain had wounded him with a fword. . As; thay. 
had committed high fifeaibnydone of the. bodies of ttoefe trai-j 
tors: were alldweri to.be bqrted f vhey. were hewn iik.fmail 
pieces withknives r and brewed about* tho fireets, tab* esacea* 
by the 'hyenas, and* dogs': a nsaft qarbarbuctand^pffenfive 
cuftom> to wlfich they ftrittly adhere to this very day. * ! . 

- Tbejopbilus^; after Iwviagythtts^taflfen art pie v^ahg^nce (for. 
the murdefOfthisjbsdtiier Yaf«Mi3^dtd not? flop Here* « Teckv 
Haknajaoutiwasjr itis^rib/a £arx%ide,&ttt he wtsJlik&feife* 

N 2, . _ ■ , king,! 
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king, and his nephew ; dor did it feem jtfftto Theepfcflos 
that it would 4>* left in the Will of private fakje&j, after hav- 
ing acknowledged Tecia Haimanont as their fovereigo, to 
choa&Atime afterwards, in which they were to cut him off for 
a crime, which, however great, had notkiadered (hem from 
fwearing allegiance to him athis acceaon, t and -entering into 
hi* fervke at the time when it was recently committed. He, 
therefore ordered all the regicide* ta cuitady to be pot to 
death ; ajid fent circular letters to the several governor*, that 
they would obfove the fiune rule at to all shoie dire&ly con- 
cerned ia the murder of hit nephew Teela Haimanout, who 
ibonld be found in places under ^h^^-t^^mwrii 

U 8 T A S. 

JKOH X7OO TO : I7M- 

* 

THE Abyffinians from a very ancient tradition, attribute 
the foundation of their monarchy' to Menilek, fon of Solomon, 
ty the queen of Saba, or Azab, rendered in the Vulgate, the 
gueen of the South. . 

Yafous the Great, after a long and glorious reign, had been 
murdered by his fon Tecla Haimanout, Two years after, this 
parracide fell in the fame manner. The auaiinattpti.of two 
princes fo nearly related, and in fo ftiort a time, had involv- 
ed, from different motives, the greateft part of the noble fam- 
ilies of the kingdom, either in the crime itfelf, or in the fu£ 
picion of aiding and abetting it. 



Tafiiis, or Theophthn, brother of Yafous, upon the death 
of Tecla Haimanout, had been brought from the mountain, 
and placed 00 the throne as .njcceflbr to his nephew 1 tma 
prince was Jcbrcely crowned when he made tome very fevesc 
examples erf the murdeeers of hi* brother, and he. seemed pri- 
vately takfmg informations that woald have reached the whole 
of them, had not death put an end to his inquiries and to his 
* jufflce. 

The family of king Yaibos was wry numerous on the 
mountain. ft was the favdwite ftore whence both the foldiery 
and the citiaens chofc^fti bring, their princes. There were, 



v 
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at fbatverytnftBnt, many of hi* fens prison *f great 
and proper ages; • Nothing then was more probable than tint 
the prince; now to focceed, would be of that family , and, at 
fuch, interefted in pufiowg the fame meafttm 4f vengeance 
on the msrdtrers of bis father rad 4f his brother . as taelate 
king Tneophitas -had done ; add how far, at 
snight extend; was neither certain nor fafe to trnft to* 



The time was now ^xtft' when the nobles rierf with oacft 
other, who fljould be the firft to fleal away privately, or go 
with open, force, to take the new king from the mountain, 
and bring him to, Gontfar, his capital* 

• 

Under all thefe circnnlftancesyaiubjela had the ambition 
and boldneftto offef'hmtfelffor king, and he was accordingly 
clewed. This was Ouftas, fon of Delba Yafbus, by a daugt* 
ter of the late king of that name ; and Abyffinia now law 
for tbe fecond time, a ftranger feated on the throne of Solo- 
mon. Ouftas was a. man of undifputed merit, -and- hactfidec? 
the greateft offices in the ftate* tie nad been Badjerund, or 
m after of the houfehold, to the late king Yafoas. Tecla 
Haimanont, who fucceeded, had made him governor of 5a- 
men ; and though in the next reign he had fallen into difjpraoe 
with Tbeophilos, this ferved but to aggrandize him more, aa 
be was .very.foon after reftored to favour, and by this very 
prince railed to the dignity of Ras, tbe firft place under tbe 
king, and inverted at once with the government of two pro- 
vinces, Samen and TigreV He was, at the death of Theophilus, 
thegreateft (ubjeft in Abyffinia; one fkp higher let him on 
tbe throne, and tbe circumftances of the time invited him 16 
take it. He had every quality of body and mind requifite for 
a king; but tbe conftitution of his country bad made it un. 
lawful for him to reign* He took upon bis inauguration the 
name of Tzai Segued* 

The new king Ouftas followed the eoftonw of the ancient 
monarch* of Abyffinia, whofeconfhmt practice wa J to make 
a public hunting match the firft expedition of their reign. 
On thefe occasions the king, attended by all the great officers 
of ftate, whole merit and capacity are already acknowledged, 
reviews, his young nobility, who all appear to the beft advan- 
tage 
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^afe^s.t&^rftWjhorfeSj and- equipage, with thefgreafcft nwu- 
ber of fervantiand -attendants*? fke fcene qt this, hunting is 
alytfayt in .K«Ihr,i crowded i.wtk an,intynenfe.iHm}ber;of the 
iargefl and iier cell wnd^a^ r ,elepbajit^, rbknoceros, lions, 
leopards, .panther*, and bftftiees, fiercer than xljetu all, .wild 

• boars, wild atiej* and' many varieties, of the deer kind.? 

» . . • . ' i 

' t * '., v* • - ''"If .• ♦ •*• •* #• * — »/ !,,• • 

As foon as the game is roufed, and forced out of the wood 

fcy,ttie; footmen and, doga,, they all fcn^y ^or^feveral together, 
' according to the fize of $e J?ea(t^ or as- ftrengfti ana ability in 

managing tfieir.,norfe " acjra ft, attack 'the animal upon 1 the 
plain with long pikes or (pears, brWKjaveJJris in their hands. 
The king, unkfs very yoiihg, fits* on 'norfeback on a rlfing 
ground, furrounded by the graver fort,.w,ho. point out to him 
the name* of thofe of the nobility who. .are happy enough to 
diftinguUh themfelves in his fi^hr. Each young man brjngs 
before the king's tent, as a .trophy ,, a. part of the beaft lie has 
(lain ; *the bead, and theikinof a lion or. leopard,, the fcalp or 
fcoms of a deer, the tail of a buffalo, or the horn of.a rfiino- 
caros* . The great trouble* force and time, neeeflarv to take 
Qi\t the teeth of the elephant, feldora make them* ready to be 
prefented with the refl of the fpoils. The head of a boar is 
brought ftuck upon a lance y but is.no t touched, as being un- 
clean. 

The king** perquintes are the elephant's teeth, J Of thefe 
round ivory rings are turned for bracelets, an'da quantity of 
them always brought by him to bedlftributed among the moft 
deferring in the field, and kept ever* after as Certificates l of 
gallant behaviour. Nor is thfe mark attended with honour 
alone. Any man who mail from the king, queen regent; or 
governor of a province, receive fo many <tf thefe rings as ./half 
cover his arm down to his wrift, { appcaVs before the twelve 
Judges oh a certain da"y, and there,Mayihgdo\vrf lire arm with 
thefe rings upon it, the king's cook breaks every * One' hi its 
tjurn withakind of .kitchen -cleaver, .whereupon the judges 
giy£ Ijim. a/certificate, which,prov$s that lie is.entitled to a ter- 
ritory, whofe revenue mult exceed 20 ounces of gold ? and this 
|& never either refufed.or delayed. All the-different^pecies bf 
game, however, are not equally rated v He that flavjs a Galla 
or Sbaj^alla, man to map, is ejutij^eji'tp t\JQ,ripgff^ ; he that. 
- - ' • • • - ^^ 
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f 
flays an elephant, to two ; a rhinoceros, <tw© $ -a gkafia* oa 

account of Its fpeed, and toencoqrage horfemajnibip, two i a 
buffalo, two r a lion, two > alaopard»one j jlwo hoars, whole 
tuflcs are grown, one } and one for every four of the deer 
kind. 

About the killing of theft fetalis great, di$»u tea .cooftantljf 
arife ; to determine *rbich, and prevent fends and quarrels, 
a council (its every *veaUig^ iq which is an officer flailed Di$nr <- 
fliajha* or Red Cap, from a piece of red filkhe wears ppm £ 
iiis forehead, leaving the top of fch head bear, for no perfoo 



is allowed to cover "his -bead entirely except , the 
twelve judges and dignified priefb. This officer fe£¥Jafces 
the precedence of one nobleman over another, and is pofTcffrd 
of the hifterypf all pedigrees,, the jiohJeftef which "are *X» 
ways accounted thofe neareJt to die king reigning. 



-,1 



iBefoe the ^ouactt, e y,ery mas pleads his own aaufe, and Ve- 
coivjea immediate Sentence. ^kisa fettled rule, that thole 
who Jkifce the animal firfl, if the lance remain upright, hr in, 
thetianie direction in which it enters the beal>, are under- 
stood to be xhe flayers of the bead, whatever number combat 
with him aftexwards. There js one exception, however, 
rtha* if the head, a/ter readying the firft wound, though the 
ianceis in^im, (hpuldjay hpjd of.a s horfe orjpan, fo that jt 
is evident hetwonld prevaUagainft (hem * a J>uJkUv.fpr ex* 
ample, that ahould toft a manwfeh hi'ihornsj oran; e4epjiant 
that fhonM take a honfc with hia trunk, the man who ihall 
then flay the beafr, and prevent or revenge the death of the 
man or borfa attacked, fhali be Recounted the flayer of the 
bea/r and entitled to the premium. This was the ancient em- 
ployment of thefe councils. In Mr. Bruce** *ime they kept 
up this cuflom in point of form 5 the council' fat hue upon 
moft ferious affairs of the nation ; and the death, baniJhment, 
and degradation of the irft men m the kingdom were agitat* * 
ed and determined here, under the pretence of fining $q 
judge the prizes of pa (limes. This hunting is feldom prolong- 
ed beyond a fortnight. 

From occu1arinnpe&i«Hi,theJda^ 
chonfc aindngthe young nobility thof* chat ate ready for 

* taking 
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taking: the neceffary -charges in the army ; and it is from his 
judgment ilk this, that the prielUforetel whether bis reign is 
to be a -ftrccefifol one* or to end in misfortune and difap- 

pointment. **;,.-.*. 

The high country o£ Abyffinia is deftitute of wood j the 
whole lower part of the mountains is Town with different forts 
of grain ; the upper part perfe&ly covered with graft and all 
fertsof Verdure. There are no plains, or wry fmail ones. §nch 

£ a' country > therefore, is unfit for hunting, as It is. incapable of 
either flickering or nourifhing any ;jiumber;of: wild beads. 

. The lower couarry, however* called Kolla, U full ©f \vood, 
confidently thinly inhabited. The mountains not Joined, in 
chains or ridges, run in one upon the other, but, fiandingeach 
xrpon its particular bafe, are acceffible all round, and inter- 
fperfed with plains. Great rivers falling from the high coun- 
try \yith prodigious violence, during the tropical rains, have 
in %e plaifls waftied away the foil ; dbwntd rhefoli** rock, 
and! formed large bafons of great capacity, where, though 
the water becomes ftagnant in pools when the currents -fail 
above, yet from* 'their great depth and quantity, they refill 
being con fumed by" evaporation, being alfo thick cover- 
ed with large -fliady trees whofe leaves never fall. Thefe 
large trees, which fn their j^owth arid vegetatSo&of fheir 
"branches, exceed an^ thing that 5 our imagination can- figure, 
are as'necel&ry for food as the pools of; water are fbr citterns 
td contahrdrrnk- fbr thofe hienftrouft beads, fofeh as ^the ele- 
phant atid ! rhinoceros, who '■ there .make their contact red- 
dence, and who would die with hunger and with third, unlefs 
they were thus eopioully fupplied.both with iood and water. 

Flat as tog . defer ts are on which; this country borders, it Tja* 
4at black earth for its foil. Many nations of perfect blacks 
inhabit the low country^ *all Pagans, .and mortal enemies to 
the AhylRnian government^, Quoting thefe miferable wretch- 
es is the next expedition undertaken by anew king./ Thefea- 
fon of thisis juft before the rains, while the poor favago is yet 
lodged under the trees, preparing his food for the approaching 
winter, before Jie retires into his caves in the* mountain, 
whet* lie ffcfarttat inclenieot .fe^Qwi jasOntta n^oafinement, 
•but as content Cefcurity ; for th.e/e natiopa ac e#U Tr^ody te 8, 
gpd&y the Abyflinians are called Shangalla* ** Whatever 
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' Whatever pain* Ouftas took to attach Mmfelf to Jlke nobili- 
ty, a dangerous confpiracy was already forming at Condor,, 
by thofe very people * bo had- petfuaded him to mount the 
throne, ^aUd whom he had left at home, from a perfuafion that; 
f they -only were to he trotted with .the ftfpport of his intereft 
rand the government in bis abience. Upon the firft intelli- 
f gence, the king, with a chofen body of troops^ entered Gon- 
dar in the night, and furprifed the eonfpirators while actually 
fitting in council. Ras Hezekias, his prime minifter, and 
Heraclfdes, mafterof his houfehokl; land nveotben>of the 
principal confederates,' -Toft their eat^ and nofes/and were 
thrown info* Jjfffofl iti fiich circtanttaftces that they could jiot 
live,* teenaia'&afiley'dhfrbf the principal traitors, and the 
m'oft obnoxious to the' king, efcaped for a time, having had 

already* intelligence of Ouftaa's coming. 
y • '- . ... 

The kipg having quieted every thing; at Gondar, being at 
peao* with all his neighbours, amjr iwying no othef way, to 
■nmrtfe^histrbxqjSrfapd Jc^P thqm.enapluyed/.Cet out to join 
the remainder of his yoking aobil^y, whom he had left in the 
XdUa to attack the 5 hangall ay. Wlio were formerly a very nir- 
merous people, divided. Jnto^Jiftij^ tri^es> oc K ajs .it. is ,catyecr, 
different nations', leaving each (eparatejy in diftinc^ 'territo- 
ries* each under tlje .government of the cbie,f of v its own name, 
and -*aeh family ofilhatrjiame .under the\jurifdj&)onpf ks 
own chief or Head. . \ < . . . ,i. ^. , . 

Thefe ShangaHa,. during the fair half of t}w year;, live, un- 
der the (hade of trees, tfie loweft branches of which they 
cut near the ftem on the upper part, and then bend or break 
them down, planting the ends of the branches in the earth. 
Thefe branches they cov?i\with-tbe,fl«ns of vvijd beafls. Af- 
ter this they cat eway.a^l the fmall or fiiperfiuous branches in 
the;in^e> and fo forma fpacious payillion, which at a d'^- 
tance- appears iike a teqt, the tree ferying for the pole fn the 
middle of It, and. the large top oyerihadowing it fo as to 
make a very pi&urefque appearance. Every tree then is a 
houfe, under which live a multitude of black inhabitants un- 
til the tropical rains begin. It is then they hunt the elephant, 
winch they kill by many Various device*, as they do-thettrlno- 
ceros and the other large creatures. TUofe* who refute where 

'••'"• ~ -water 
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water abonndsy with the; fame indoftry kill the hippopptaW, 
of river-horfes, which are exceedingly stmerous ia the pools 
of the* ftagnant rivers. Where this flat belt, or country Is 
broadeft, tne trees thickeft', and the waller in the torgeft pools, 
there the mofl powerful nations lire, who hare often defeated 
the royal army of Abyffinia, and canflamly bid watte, and 
ibmetimes nearly conquered, the prorinces of Tigro and 
51r6, the inoft warlike and mdft populous pare in Apyffinia* 

Mr» Bruce, before he gives over the account of the Shan* 
galla, delivers then again ant of their cares, becaufe this re,- 
torn ihctode* thehifto*y of an operation never, heard of per- 
haps in* Europe. Ho Jboner does the fan pais the zenith , go* 
Ing (butbward, than the rains tnftantly«fafe ; and .the thick 
canopy of clouds, which had oeicured.the iky during their 
continuance, being removed, the fun appears in a beautiful 
fkf of' pale bine, dappled wifhfmalt thin cloud*, which foon 
after difappeaf, and leave the heavens of a tooft. heavtiful 
azure. Avery feW days of thfc ; inienfe hear then drfefttthe 
ground (b perfe&ly , that ttgajfes it* tiiaftns ;' the graft* Brack 
at the roots by the rays, ftippdrfs 'ftfetf riortioie, .' but droops 
and becomes parched; To clear this away, the Shangalla 
let fire to it, which runs with incredible violence the whole 
breadth of fifrka, paffirrg*' under the trees, and following (be 
dry graft among the branches with Tilth velocity aajnot 10 
hurt the trees, but to occalion every leaf to fail. . 

A proper, diflance is preferved between each habitation, 
and round the principal Watering-places j and here the Shan- 
galla again fix their tents in the manner before defcri bed. 
Nothing can be more beautiful than tbeie fbady habitations ; 
but they have this fatal efreft, that they are discernible from 
the feign grounds, and guide their enemies to the places inhab- 
ited. The country ndw cleared^ rbt 'bunting begins, and, 
with the hunting thedanger of the Shangalla. AH the gov- 
ernors bordering upon the country, from/th* Baharnagafli to 
the Kile on the well, are'obiiged to pay a certain number of 
Haves. 

The Shangalla go all naked ; they haveJeveral wfves, and 
thefe very prolific. They bring forth children with the ut- 
ttiofteafe, and never reft or confine themfelvcs after delivery, 

but 
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but wafting themfelve^and the child with cold water, they 
wrap it up in a foft cloth made of the bark of trees, and 
hang it upon a branch, that the large ants, with which they 
are fnfefted, and theXerpents, .may riot devour it. After a 
few days, when it has gathered ftrength, the mother carries 
it In the fame cloth upon her back, and gives it fuck with 
the breaft, which fhe throws over bar (boulder, this part be- 
ing of fuchalength,as infome to reach almoft totheir knee*. 

from the conftant interruptions Ouftas had met with in all 
his hunting-matches, the divining monks* had prophelied his 
reign was to'be fliort, and attended with much bloodfhed 5 
nor were they for once diftant from the truth ; for, in 
the month of January, 1714, while lie was overlooking the 
workmen building the church of Abba Antonius at Gondar, 
he was taken fuddehly ill, and, fufpe&ing fome unwhoiefome- 
nefs or witchcraft in his palace, he ordered his tent to be 
pitched without the town till the apartmentsfhould be fmoaked 
with gun powder. But this was done fo carelefsly by his fer- 
vants, that his houfe Was burnt to the ground, which was 
looked upon as a very bad omen, and made a very^reat im- 
preffion on the minds of the people. 

It -was generally underftood that the king was dangeroully 

ill, and that his complaint was every day increafing. Upon 

this the principal officers went, according to the ufualcuftom, 

to condole with and comfort him. This was at leaft what 

they pretended. Their true errand, however, was pretty 

well-known to be an endeavour to afcertain whether the fick- 

•nefs was. of a kind likely to continue, till meafures could be 

adopted with a degree of certainty to take the rains of gov- 

wnment out />f his hand. The king eafily divined toe reafoa 

of their coming. Having had a good night, he ufecT the 

flrength he had thereby required to route bimfelf jar a mo- 

Bwnt, to put on the appearance of health/and (hew himfetf, 

as ufual, engaged in his ordinary difpatch of bufmets. The 

feeming good countenance of the king made their condolence 

premature. Some excufe however, for fo formal a vlfU, waa 

neceffiiry 5 but every apology was not fafe. They a< %P t f 1 

this, which-they thought unexceptionable, that, hearing he 

•was fick, which they happily found he waft not, they cause to 

o l* P ofe 
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propofe to him a thing equally proper whether he was fickcr 
•well 5 that Jie would in time fettle his fuccelfion upon his foa 
Taftl, then in the mountain of Wechne, as a means of a quiet- 
ing the,minds of his f rinds, preventing bloodihed, and fecur- 
ing the crown to his family. Quftas did the utmoft to com- 
mand himfelf upon this occafion, and to give them an an- 
fwer fuch as fuited a man in health who hoped to live many 
years. But it was. now too late to play fuch a part ; and in 
fpite of his utmoft di (Emulation, evident figns of decay ap- 
peared upon "him. 

On the 10th day of February Onftas died, bul whether of -a 
violent or natural death is not known. Pofterity regarding 
, his merit more than his title, have, however, kept bis name 
-ilill among the lift of kings ; and tradition, doing him more 
juftice Oil! than hiftory, has ranked him among the beft that 
*ver reigned in Abyfiinia. 

D JL V I D IF. 

XROUt 1714 TO I7IO. 

DAVID immediately upon his acccffioa, appointed Tfct- 
Aurarjs Agile, Ozoro Kedufte's brother, his Betwudet, and 
Abra Hezekias his mailer of the houfehbld, and was proceed- 
ing to fill up the inferior ports of government, when he was 
interrupted by the clamours of a multitude of monks, demand- 
ing a convocation of the clergy. David was a rigid adherent 
to the church of Alexandria, and educated by his mother in 
the tenets of the monks of Saint Euftathius, that is, the, moil 
declared enemies of je very thing approachiag to the tenets of 
the church of Rome* He was, ^onfequently, not by inclina- 
tion, neither was he by duty obliged to undertake the defence 
of meafures adopted by Ouftas, of which- he was befides igno- 
rant, having been confined in the mountain of Wechne*. He 
ordered, therefore, the miffionaries, and their interpreter, 
whole name Was Abba Gregorius, to be apprehended. Thefe 
Unfortunate people were accordingly produced before the 
moil prejudiced and partial of all tribunals. The trial neither 
•was nor intended to be long. The fir ft queftion was put a 
yery direct one ; c< Do you, or do you not receive the corni- 
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cH of Chalcedon as a rule of faith ? and, Do you believe tha* 
Leo the pope lawfully and regularly prefided at it, and con- 
ducted it ?" to this the prifoners plainly anfwerecj, '* That 
they looked upon the council of Ghakedon as the fourth gen- 
eral council, and received it as fuch, and as a rule of faith ; 
that they did believe pope Leo lawfully and regularly prefi- 
ded at it r as being head ot the Gatbolic church,. fuccefl'or to 
St. Peter, and ChrifTs vicar upon earth." Upoa this a gene- 
eral fliout was heard from the whole aflembiy j and the fata} 
cry, " Stone. them. — Whoever throws not three {tones* he is 
accurfed, and an enemy to Mary,'' immediately followed. 

One prieft only, diftinguilhed tor piety and learning among*. 
his countrymen, and one of the chief men id the aflembiy, 
with great vehemence, declared they were tried partially and" 
unfairly, and condemned unjuftly. But' his voice was nor 
beard amid ft the clamours of fuch a multitude ; and the 
monks were accordingly by the judges condemned to die. 
Ropes were initantly thrown about their iiecks, and they 
were dragged to a place behind the church Abbo> in their way* 
to Tedda, where they were, according to their feutence, fton- 
ned to death, fuffering with patience and refignation equal toe 
the firft .martyrs.. 

Confpiracies againftWe king, owing to his having maflacred* 
rnapy monks, were every where openly talked of, the fruits' 
of which foon appeared. David fell ficjt, and thofe about 
him endeavoured to purfuade him, that it was the remains of 
an injury which he had lately received from a fall oft his horfe; 
But, upon the meeting of the council on the 9th of March 17 19, 
it was discovered and proved, that Kafmati Late and Has ' 
Georgis had empleyed.Kutcho, keeper df the palace, to give a*> 
ftrong poifwn to the king, which he had taken that morning 
irom the hands of a mahometan* Has Georgis was (hen 
brought before the council, and fearcely denied the fa& ; up- 
on which his only fon was ordered to be hewn to pieces before 
Jus face, and immediately after the father's eyes wer pulled 
dut. Xutcho, keeper of the palace, and the Mahometan wha 
gave the poifon, >yere hewn to pieces with fwords before the 
gate of the palace, and thcrtr mangled bodies thrown to the 
dogsi The king died that evening in great agony. 

B4CUFFA. ' 
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3 A C U F F A. 

FROM 1719 TO I729, 

BACUFFA, who now fuceeeded.ta the throne, was exceed- 
ingly fond of divinations,, dreams", and prophecies, fo are all 
the Abyffinians ; but he imbibed an additional propenfity ta 
thefe among the Pagans to whom he had fled. One day 
when walking alone, lie perceived a prieft exceedingly atten- 
tive in obferving the forms that little pieces of draw, cut to 
certain lengths, made upon a pool of water, intp which ran a 
fmall dream. From the combination of thefe in letters, or 
figures, as they chanced to fall, an anfwer is procured to the 
doubt propofed, which, if you believe thefe idlers, is perfect- 
ly infallible. 

The new king in difguife, drefTed like a poor man, fs (aid 
to have afked thcprieft after what he was inquiring. The 
pried anfwered, he^was trying whether the king would have 
a foil, and who fhould govern the kingdom after him. The 
king abode the inveftigation patiently ; and the anfwer was, that 
he fhould have a fon j but that a Walleta Georgis fhould govern 
the kingdom after hiiii for thirty years, though that Walleta 
Georgis fhould be neither hie fon nor any defcendant of his. 
Full of thought at this untoward prediction, he harboured it 
in his bread without communicating it to any one, and re- 
fiblved to blad the hopes of every Walleta Georgis that fhould 
be fo unfortunate as to-ftand within the poffibility of reigning, 
after him. Many innocent people of different parts difap- 
peared from this unknown crime ; and eleven princes on the 
mountain of Wechnl, fame fay more, lod their lives for a* 
name that is very common in Abyflinia, without one overt acl: 
of treafon, or even a. fufpicion of what they were accufed. 
A panic now druck all ranks of people, without terminating 
in any fcbeme of refinance ; which fufficiently mewed that the 
king had fucceeded in diflblving all confederacies among hia 
flibjecb, and dedroying radically that rebellious fpirit which* 
had operated fo fatally in the lad reigns. 

Among the kings of Abyflinia, it is a cudom, efpecially ia 

intervals 
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intervals of peace, to difappear for a time, without any 
warning. Sometimes, iiideed, one- or two confidential fer^ 
vants, pretending to bebufied in other affairs, attend at a dif- 
tance and keep their eye upon him, while difguifed iu differs 
ent manners, he goes like a ftranger to thofe parts he intends 
to viiit. In one of thefe private journeys, paffing Into Kliara, 
a province on the N. E. of Abyffmia, neafthe confines of Sen- - 
naar, Bacuffa happened, or counterfeited, to be feized by a 
fever, a common difeafe of that unwbolefdme country. He 
wasthen in a poor vilbge belonging to fervants of a- man of* K 
diftinftion, whofe hbufe was on the top of the hill hnmediately 
above, in temperate and wholefome. air. The hofpitable- 
larichord, upon the firit hearing of the dillrefs of. a ftranger/ 
immediately removed him up.to his houfe, where every at- 
tention that could be fuggeited by *a charitable mind was- 
beftowed upon his difeafed gueft, who prefently recovered- 
his former ftate of health; but not till the kind affiftance and 
linwaried diligence of the beautiful daughter of the houfe- 
bad made a deep impreffioa upon him and laid him under the/ 
greateft obligations; , 

The family con§fted of five young -men in the flower of, 
tbeir youth, and one daughter, whofe rfame was Berhan Ma- 
gafs, the Glory of Grace, exceedingly, beautiful, gentle, mild/ 
and affable 5 of great junderftanding, and prudence beyond; 
her age j the darlings not onjiy of her own family, but of alL 
the neighbourhood. N Bacuf*a recovering his health, returned, 
* fpeedily to the palace., which he entered privately at night, 
and appealed early next morning fitting in judgment,, and * 
bearing caufes, which, with thefe princes, is the firit public oc^ 

cupation of the day • 

1 
A metfenger, with guards and attendants, was immediately; 

fent to Kuara, and Berha/i Magafs hurried from her father's 
houfe, (he knew not why 5 but her furprife was carried to the 
iltmoft,by being presented and married to the king r no reply, 
no condition or iti pulation. being fuffered. She gained, howev-. 
er, and prefer ved his confidence as long asdie lived : not that Ba- 
cufFa valued himfeif upon conflancy tu one wife, more than the 
reft of his predeccflbrs bad dobe.tk had ^indeed* many miitref.. 
u f but with thefe he obferved a very lingular rule; he never 

Q% v took 
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took to his bed any one woman whatever, the fair Berbaa 
Migafs excepted* without her having been firft fo far intoxi- 
cated with wine or Ipir its, as taot to remember any thing, that 
pa (Ted in converfation* 

After he had created his wife Itegbe, Bacuffa pretended to 
be tick ; feveral days paiTed without hopes of recovery ; but 
at laft the news of the king's death was publifhed in Gondar. 
"The joy was fo great and fo univerfal, that nobody attempted 
to conceal it* Every one found him/elf eafed of a load of 
fear which had become infupportabje. Several princes efcap- 
ed from the mountain of Wechne* to pat themfelves in the 
way of being chofen ; fome were font to by thofe great men 
who thought themfelves capable of effe&ing the nomination, 
and a fpeedjTday was appointed for the burial of the king's 
corpfe, when Bacuffa appeared* in the ordinary feat of jiiftice 
early in the morning of that day,, with the Itegh£, and the 
infant Yafons, his fon fitting in a chair below him. There 
was no occafion to accufe the guilty. The whole court, and , 
all Grangers attending there upon bufinefs, fled and fpread an 
univerfal terror through the whole ftreets of Gondar. All 
ranks of people were driven to deipair, for all had rejoiced, 
and much lefs crimes had been before puniihed with death* % 
What this fed it ion would have ended in, it is hard to know,, 
had it not been for the immediate refolution of the king,, who 
ordered a general pardon and ainnefty to be proclaimed at 
the door of the palace. 

Two kettle-drums of a large fize are conftantly placed one 
on each fide of the outer gate of the king's houfe. They are 
called the Lion and the Lamb, The lion is beat at the proc- 
lamations which regard war, attainders for confpiracies and 
rebellions, promotions to fupreme commands, and fnch like 
high matters. The Lamb is heard only on beneficent, pacific 
occafions, or gifts from the crown, of general amnefties, of 
private pardons, and reverfMs of penal ordinances. The 
whole town was in expectation of fome (anguine decree,, 
when,- to their utter furprifej they heard the voice of the 
lamb, a certain fign of peace and forgivenefs j and fpeedily 
followed by a proclamation, fin bidding people of all degrees 
to leave their houfes, that the king's word was pledged for 

-every 
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every ene't fecurity ; and that all the principal men would 
immediately attend him within the palace, in a public place 
which is called the Afhoa, and that upon pain of rebellion* 

The king appeared clothed all m white, being the habit of 
peace $. hi* head was bare, drefled, annotated, and perf umed, 
and his face uncovered. He thus, advanced to the rail of the 
gallery, about ten feet above the heads of the audience, and 
in a very graceful, competed, but refolute manner, began a 
fcort oration- to the people, tie put them in mind of their 
wantonnefs is having made Ouftaa, a man not of the royal 
line of Solomon, king of Abyffinia j of their having incited hi** 
brother, Tecla Haimanout, to affaffinate their father Ya- 
fousj that they had afterwards murdered Tecla tiaima* 
nout hjmfelf, one brother, and lately his other brother 
David, his own immediate " predeceflbr : That he had 
taken due vengeance upon all the ringleaders of thofe 
crimes, as was the duty of his place, and, if much blood had 
been fhed, it was becaufe many enormities had been commit- 
ted ; but that knowing now that order was eftabliflied, and' 
confpiracres extinguiihed among them, he had counterfeited 
death, to fignify an end was put to Bacnfta and his bloody 
meafures ; that he was now rifen again, and appeared to them, 
by the name of Atzbam Georgis, Can of Yafous the Great ' r . 
and ordered every man home to his houfe to rejoice at the ac- 
cefllon of a new king, under whom they thould have juftice, • 
and live without fear, as long as they Tefpe&ed the king that 
God had annotated over them* 

The loudeft acclamations followed this fpeech. "Long 
live Bacuffa! Long live Atzham Georgis! 1 * It was well 
known that this king never failed in his word, or any way 
prevaricated in bis promifes. Every one, therefore, went 
home in as perfect peace as jf war had never been among 
them j and Bacuffa's delicacy in this refpeft was feen a few 
days after j for Hannes his brother having been brought clan- 
deflinely from Wechne*, by Kefmati Georgis, a nobleman of 
great confequence, they were both taken by the governor of 
Weclm6, and fent in chains to the king* The ordinary pro- 
cefs would have been to put thejn ioftantly to death, as being 

apprehended . 
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apprehended in the very higheft tGt of treafon ; nor would 
this have alarmed any perlon whatever, or been thought $n 
infra&ion of the king's late promife. Bacuffa, however, was of 
.another mind. Hefent the criminal judges, who ordinarily 
fit upon capital crimes, to meet the two prifonera in their 
way to Gondar, and carried them back to the foot of the 
mountain of Wechne* to have their crimes proved, and to be 
tried there out of his prefence and influence, where they were 
both condemned, Hannes to have an arm cut off, Georgis to 
be fent to prifon to the governor of Walkayl, with private 
orders to put him to death ; both of which leniences were 
executed, though Hannes fo far recovered that he was king of 
Abyffinia in Mr, Bruce's time, not withstanding, this inutila>. 
tron. 

The king died after a vigorous reign, and after having 
cut off the greateft part of the ancient nobility near Gondar, 
who were of age to have been concerned in the transitions 
of the laft reigns. This has rendered his memory odious, 
though it is univerfally confened he faved his country from an 
ariftpcratical or democratical afurpation ; both equally un- 
conftitutional, as they equally (truck at the root of monarchy* 

TASOUS II. or ADIAM SEGUED. 

FROM 1729 TO 1753. 

The new king, Yafous II. when arrived at the 7th year of 
bis reign, proclaimed a general hunt, which is a declaration 
of his near* -approach to manhood ; but he purfued it no 
length cf time, and again returned to Gondar. 

a 

On the 83d day of December, Yafous again fet out on anoth- 
er hunting party, and "killed two elephant's and a rhinoceros. * 
He then proceeded to Tehelga, and from Tehelga to Wal- 
dubba j thence he went to the rivers Gandova Shimfa. Here 
he exerciied himfelf at a very violent fpecies of hunting, that 
of forcing the gieratacahin, which means long tail ; it is other- 
wife called giraffa in arabic. It is the talleft of beaftsf and is 
often killed by th& elephant hunters. Its Hun is beautitully 

variegated 
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Tariegated when young, but turns brown when arrived at 
any age* It was not with a view to hunt only, that Yafbu* 
made tbefe frequent excurfions towards the frontiers of Sen- 
naar. His refolution was formed (as it appeared foon after % 
in imitation of his forefather Socinios, to revive ^his right over 
the country of the Shepherds, his ancient vaf&ls, who, fince 
the acceffion of ftrength, by uniting with th/Arabs, had for* 
got their ancient tribute and ttjb|e£tion» , \ . 

This year, 1736, there happened a total ecliptf? of the fu»* 
which very much affected the minds of £he weaker fort o£ 
people. The dreamers and th# prophets were every where 
let loofe, foil of the lying (pirit which ponefled them, to fore* 
tell that the death- of the king, and the downfall of his gov- 
ernment were at hand, and deluges of civil blood were then 
fpeedily to be (pilt both in the capital and provinces. There 
was not, indeed, at the time, any cireumftance that warranted 
fuch a prediction, or any thing likely to be more fatal to the 
ftate, than the expenditure of the large fums of money that 
the turn the king had taken fubje&ed him to. He had built a 
large and very coftly church at Kofcam, and he was ftill en- 
gaged in a more extenfive work in the building of a palaceafc. 
Gondar, befides a variaty of other expenfive undertakings* 

In the 24th year of Yafous* reign, he was takes ill, and died! 
on the 21 ft day of JJine, 1753, after a very Abort lllnefs* As 
he was but a young man, and of a fhrong conftttution, there 
was fame fufpicion he died by poifon given- him by the queen** 
relations, who were defirous to feenre another minority rath* 
er than ferve under a king., who, by every a&ion mewed 
he was no longer to be led or governed by any, but leafl of alfc 
by them. Yafous- was married very young to a lady of noble' 
family in Amhara, by whom he had two fbns, Adigo and Ay* 
lo. But their mother pretending to a (hare of her htiffiand'a 
government, and to introduce her friends at court, fo hurt 
Weletta Georgis the Itegh£, or queen regent, that me prevail- 
ed on the king to bannifh both the mother and fons to the? 
mountain of Wechne. 

In order to prevent fuch interference for the future, the 
Iteghe took a ftep, fuch as had never before been attempted 
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ih Abyffinia. It was' to bring a wife to Yafous from a rate t>F 
Galla. Her name was . Wbbit, daughter of A mitzo, to whom* 
Bacuffa had once fled when heefcaped from the mountain be- 
fore he was king, and had been kindly entertained there # 
Her family was of the tribe of Edjow, and the divifion ofTo- 
loma, that is, of the fouthern Gall a upon the frontiers of Am- 

hara. They were efteemed the politeft, that is, the leaft 
barbarous of the name. But- it was *no matter, they were> 
Galla, and that was enough* Between them an Abyffinia, 
oceans of blood had been ihed, and ftrongprej unices imbibed, 
againft them,, never to be effaced by marriages. She uas f 

however, brought to Gondar, chrifteiied by the name of 
Beffabee and married to Yafous : By her he had a fan, fcan> 
•d Jpas, who fucceeded his father. 

» j OA s: 

* FROM 1753 TO^I768. 

. AS foon as the death of King Yafous was known, the old 
officers and fervants of the crown, remembering the tumults- 
and confufion that happened in Gondar at^ his acceflion, re- 
paired to the palace from their different governments, each 
with a fmall well regulated body of troops, fufficient to keep, 
order, and ftrengthen' the hands of Ras Welled del'Oul, 
whom they all looked upon as the father of his country. The 
firft who arrived was Kafmati Waragna ofDamot 5 then*Ayo 
of Begemder, and very foon after, though at much the great- 
eft dillance, Suhul Michael, governor of Tigre. Thefe. 
three entered the palace, ' with Welled de Joas, who, after, 
a troublefome reign, was affa IS nated in his palace, and bu-» 
fried in tip church of St.. Raphael, . 

H4NNES: 



1 
/ 



B^UCE'S TRAVBIrS, ^67 

HANMES II. 

1769- 

HANNES, a man upwards offeventy years of age, made 

his entry into Gondar the 3d of May 1760. He was brother 

to Bacuffa, and having in his time elcaped from the moun+ 

tain, and being afterwards taken, his hand was cut off by 

order of the king his brother , and he was lent back to the 

place of his confinement. It is a law of Abyffinia, derived 

from that of Mofes, that no man canoe capable either of the 

throne or priefthood, unlets he be perfect in all his limbs; 

the want of a hand, therefore, certainly difquelified Hannes, 

and it was with that intent it had been cutoff; but this ob- 

je&ion was eafily over-ruled* "However, befides his age, he 

was very feeble in body ; and having had no converfation but 

wift monks, and priefts, this had debilitated his mind as much 

as age had done his body, tie could not be perfuaded to take 

any fbare in the government, and when he was defired to 

take the field to defend his kingdom*, he wept, hid himfehf^ 

turned monk, and demanded to be lent back to his former 

place of confinement. The confequence was, that he' was 

4>ne da/ poifoned at his breakfafh 

TECLA HAIMANOVT II. 

I769, 
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TECLA HAIMANOUT fucceeded his father. Hewas a 
prince of a mod graceful figure, tall for his age, rather thin, 
and of the whiteft fhade of Abyffinian colour, fuch are all 
thofe princes that are born in the mountain. Though he 
had beeivabfent but a very few months from his native moun- 
tain, his manners and carriage were thofe of a prince, that 
from Ms infancy had fat upon an hereditary throne. He had 
an excellent underftanding, and prudence beyond his years, 
lie was faid fo be naturally of a yery warm temper, but 

• thia 
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this he had fo perfe&Jy fubdued as fcarcely ever to have given 
an inftance of it in public 

N 

With the beginning of this king's reign, we /hall clofe the 
Annals of Abyffinia, and return to Mr* Bruce at Mafuah, 
after which we (hall accompany hua.from thence in hk jour- 
sty to Condac* 
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ACCOUNT or MS. BRUCE'l JOVttNEr FROM MASUAH TO 

eoyiMJ!— irK^ws^criow* there — MtnttsRs and 

CtfSifOilfS OF THE ABTSSINIA8S. 

MASUAH, or the harbour of the Shepherds, is a (mall 
ifland oil the Abytiinian fliore, having an excellent har- 
bour, and 'water deep enough for (hips of any (ize to the 
very edge of the ifland : here they may ride in the utmoft 
fecurity, from whatever point, or with whatever degree df 
ftrength, the wind blows. The ifland itfelf is very final!, 
fcarce three quarters of a mile in length, and about half that in 
breadth \ one third occupied by houfes, one by citterns to receive 
the rain-water, and the laft is referved for burying the dead* 

This ifland was a place of much refort as long as com* < 

nierce flourished ; but it fell into obfcurity very fuddenly, 

under the oppreffion of the Turks, who put the fin i firing 

hand to the ruin of the India trade in the Red Sea, begun 

fame years before by the di&overy of the Cape of Good Hope, 

and the fettlementfl made by the Portuguefe on the continent 

of India. 

P On 



\ 

I7O NARRATIVE OF 

On the 19th of September 1769, our traveller arrived at 
Mafuah, "very much tired ofthefea, and defirous to land. 
But, as it was evening, be thought it ad vi fable to lleep on 
board that night, that he might have a whole day (as the 
firfl is always a bufy one) before him, and receive in the night 
any intelligence from friends, who might not choofe to ven- 
ture to cojne openly to fee him and his company in the day, 
at leaft before the determination of the Naybe, the governor 
of that place, had'been heard concerning them. 

On tlje 20th, a perfon came from Mahomet Gibberti to 
<co»d*ct Mr. Brrice on more. Tbe Nay-be himfelf wai ftiil 
at Arkeeko, and Achmet, his coufin and fucceflbr, there- 
fore, had come down to receive the duties of the merchan- 
dize on board the veffel which brought Mr. Bruce. There 
were two elbow-chairs placed in the middle of the market- 
place. Achmet fat on one of them, while the feveral officers 
opened the bales and packages before him: the other chair 
on his left hand was empty. He was drefled all in white, 
in a long Banian habit of muflin, and a clofe-bodied frock 
reaching to his ankles, much like the white frock and petti- 
coat the young children wear in England. This fpecies 
of drefs did not, in any way, fuit Achmet »s fliape or fize; 
but, it feems, he meant to be in gala. As foon as Mr. 
Bruce came in fight of him, our traveller doubled his pace: 
Mahomet Gibberti's fervant wnifpered to Mr. Bruce not to 
kifsliis hand f which indeed he intended to have done. Ach* 
.met ftoofl up, juft as.he arrived within arm's length of. him; 
when they touched each others, bands, carried their fingers to 
their lip^. then laid their hands acrofs their breafts: Mr. 
Bruce pronounced the falutation of the inferior SalamAli- 
cum I Peace be between us ; to which he atifwered imme- 
diately, Jlicum Salami There is peace between us. *He 
pointed to the chair, which Mr. Bruce declined; but he 
obliged him to £t down. 

In thefe countries,, tjie greater honour that is fhown you at 
firft meeting, tJ>e more confiderableprefent is expected. He 
made a fign to bring coffee dire&ly, as the immediate offer- 
ing of meat or drink is an dflurance your life is not in danger. 

He 
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He began with an air that Teemed rather ferious ; " We have 
expe&ed you here Come time ago, but thought you had 
changed your mind and was gone to India."— <" Since failing 
from Jidda, I have been in Arabia Felix, the Gulf of Mocha 
and crofled lad from Loheia." — " Are you not afraid (faid he) 
fo thinly attended, to venture -upon thefe long and danger- 
ous voyages ?" — " The countries where 1 have been are 
either fubjedt to the emperor of Confiantinople, whofe firman 
I have now the honour to prefent you, or to the regency of 
Cairo, and port of Janiffaries — here are their letters — or to 
the flierriffe of Mecca. To you, Sir, 1 prefent the fherrihVs 
letters; and, befides thefe, one from Metical Aga, your 
friend, who, depending on your character, allured me this 
alone would be (Sufficient to preierve me from ill ufage fo long 
as I did no wrong: as for the dangers of the road from ban- 
ditti and lawlefs perfons, my Servants are indeed few, but 
they are veteran foldiers, tried and exerci fed from their in- 
fancy in arms, and I value not the iiiperior number of cow- 
ardly and diforderly perfons.'* 

He then returned Mr. Bruce the letters, faying, " you 
Will give thefe to the Nay be to-morrow; 1 w ill keep Meti- 
caFs letter, as it is to me, and will read it at home." He 
put it accordingly in his bofom ; and their coffee being done, 
Mr. Bruce rofe to take his leave, and was presently wet to 
the fkin by deluges of orange flower- water ihowered upon 
him from the right and left, by two of his attendants, from 
Giver bottles* 

A very decent houfe had been provided ; and he had no 
fooner entered than a large dinner Wa$fent them by Achmer, 
with a profufion of lemons, and good frefh water, now be- 
come one of the greatelt delicacies in life; and, inftantly 
after, their baggage was all fent unopened ? with which he 
was very well pleafed, being afraid they might break fome- 
thing in his clock, telefcopes, or quadrant, by the vio- 
lent manner in which they fatisfy their curiofity. 

Late in the evening, Mr. Bruce had a vifit of Achmet, and 
another converfation patted between them* Achmet wiflied 
to be more particularly informed concerning Mr. Bruce's 

cbara&er 
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character and Views ; Mr. Bruce anfwered his inquiries in a 
fatisfaftory manner, and offered him a prefent of a pair of 
piftols. Achmet declined accepting them then, but pronufed 
to fend a perfon with proper tokens to receive them. -- 

On the 20th of September, a'female flave came and brought 
with her the proper credentials, an Indian handkerchief 
full of dry dates, and a pot or bottle of unvarniflied potter's 
earth, which keeps the water very cook 

On the 21ft, in the morning, the Nay be came from Ar- 
keeko. The ufual way is by lea : it is about two leagues, 
ftraight acrofs the bay, but fomewhat more by land. The 
paflTage from the main is'on the north fide of the ifland, which 
is not above a quarter of a mile broad ; there is a large cittern 
for rain water on the land fide, where you embark acrofs* 
He was poorly attended by three or four fervants, mHerably 
mounted, and about forty naked frvages on foot, armed 
with fhort lances and crooked knives. The drum beat be- ~ 
fore him all the way from Arkeeko to Mafuah. Upon entering 
the boat, the drum oil the land- fide ceafed, and thofe in 
what is called the Cattle of Mafuah, began. The cattle is a 
fmall clay hut, and in it one fwivel-gun, which is not mount- 
ed, but lies upon the ground, and is fired always with 
great trepidation and fome danger. The drums are 4 earthen 
jars, fuch as they fend butter in to Arabia, the mouths of 
.which are covered with a fkin ; fb that a ftranger, on feeing 
two or three of thefe together, would run a great rlfk of be- 
lieving them to be jars of butter, or pickles, carefully covered 
with oiled parchment* All the proceffion was in the fame 
flile. The Naybe wasdrefTed in an old fhabby Turkifh habit, 
much too fhort for him, and feemed to have been made 
about the time of Sultan Selin. He wore alfo upon his head 
a Turkifh cowke, or high cafe, which fcarcely admitted any 
part of his head. In this drefs, which on him had a truly 
ridiculous appearance, he received the caftan, or inveftiture. 
of the ifland of Mafuah j and being thereby reprefentative of 
the Grand Signior, confented that day to be called Omar Aga, 
ia honour of the etmnuffioji. 
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•In the afternoon, Mr, Bwjce went to pay rnVrefpeftsro 
the Naybe, and found him fining on a large wooden elbow; 
chair, at the head of two tiles of naked f aV ages, who made 
an avenue from his chair to the door. He had nothing upon 
him but a coai fe cotton fhirt, fo dirty, that it feemed all 
pains to clean it again would be thrown away, and Co /liort 
that it fcarcely reached his knees. He was very tall and 
lean, his colour black, had a large mouth and nofe j ia 
place of a beard, a very fcanty tuft of grey hairs upon the 
point of his chin; large, dull and heavy eyes; a kind of 
malicious contemptuous finile on his countenance; be was 
altogether of a moil ftupid, and brutal appearance. His 
character perfectly correfponded with his figure, for he was 
a man of mean abilities, cruel to excefs, avaricious, and a 
great drunkard. 

Mr. Bruce presented his firman. Thegreateft baOia in 
the Turkifli empire would have rifen upon, feeing it, kifitd 
it, and carried it to his forehead ; but he did not even re- 
ceive it into his hand, and pufhed it back to our traveller 
again, faying, " Do you read it all to me, word for word-." 
Mr. Bruce told him it was Turkifli; and that he had never 
learned to read a word of that language. «« Nor i neither," 
fays he ; «• and I believe I never mall." Mr, B» uce then gave 
him the other letters he had brought with him. He took 
them all together in both his hands, and laid thein.unopened 
befide him, faying, " Yon mould have brought a nibullah 
along with you. Do you think I fhall read all thefe letters? 
Why, it would take me a month." He then glared upon our t 
traveller with his mouth open, fo like an idiot, that it was 
with the utmoft difficulty Mr. Bruce kept his gravity, only 
anfwering, " Juft as you pleafe 5 you know belt." 

A filence followed this fhort conversation, and Mr. Bruce 
took the opportunity to give him his prefent, with which 
he did not feem difpleafed, but rather that it was below him 
to tell him fo. He then took his leave of the Naybe, Very 
little pleafed with his reception, and the fmall account he 
feemed to make of his letters, or of hiuifelf* 

P* . The 
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The fmall-pox was raging with fuch violence at Mafnah, 
that it was feared the living Would not be fufficient to bar/ 
the dead* Tlje whole ifland Was filled with fhrieks and la- 
mentations both night and day. They at laft began to_thro\v 
the bodies into the fea, which deprived our travellers of the 
fifli, of which they had ate fome kinds that were excellent. 
Mr. Bruce had fupprefled his character of pbyfician, fearing 
be mould be detained by reafon of the multitude of tick. 

» The Naybe came to Mafuah on the 15th of October, diG. 
patched the veflel that brought our travellers over ; and as 
if he had only waited till this evidence was out of the way, 
he that very night, fent word, that Mr. Bruce was to pre- 
pare him a handfome prefent. He gave in a long liftof parti- 
culars to a great amount, which he defired might be divided 
into three parcels, and prefented three feveral days. One 
was to be given him as Naybe of Arkeeko 5 oneasOmar Aga, 
reprefentative of the Grand Signior; and one for having 
paired their baggage gratis and uuvifited, especially the large 
quadrant. 

As the aflurance of protection Mr. Bruce had received, 
gave him courage, be anfwered him, That having a firman 
of the Grand Signior, and letters from Metical Aga, it was 
mere generofity mould }ie give him any prefent at all, either 
as Naybe or Omar Aga $ that he was not a merchant that 
bought and fold, nor had merchandize on board, there- 
fore bad no cuftoms to pay. Upon this he fent for Mr. 
Bruce to his houfe, where he found him in a violent fury, and 
many ufelefi words pa(Ted on both 'fides. At laft he peremp- 
torily told our traveHer, That unlefshe had three hundred 
ounces of gold ready to pay him on Monday, upon his land- 
ing from Arkeeko, he would confine him In a dungeon, 
without light, air, or meat, till the bones came through his 
fkin for Want* • 

Onthe29tbofOabber, the Naybe came again from Ir. 
keeko to Mafuah, and Mr. Bruce was told in a very ill hu- 
mour with him. He foon received a me/Tage to attend him, 
and found hjm in a large wafte room like a barn, wirh about 
fixly people witji him. This % was his ftvan, or grand council, 
.with alibis janiflaries and officers of ftate, all naked, affembled 



In parliament. There was a comet that Had; appeared *4t# 
days after their arrival at Mafuan, which bad btoen many <teyi 
vittble in Arabia Felix, being then in its |*rifarinm f and, af- 
ter faffing its cohjmi&ion with the Ami, it now appeared *t 
Martian early in the evening, receding to its aphelion. Mr, 
Bruce bad been ebferved watchragtt wkfrgwsat attention, *nd 
the large tubes of the teiefcopes fc*A given ofltfnee xo ignorant 
people. The firft qiieftfon the Nayte tftaf fiiai was, « Whtft 
that comet tenant, and why ft apt*ared *"• And before -be 
Could anfwe* him, he again raid, " The firtl time it was vifible, 
it brought the fmaU-pox, *hich has killed above 1000 peopke 
at Mafuah and Arkeeko. It is known you converted withit 
every night at Loheia ; it has now followed you again, to fin- 
ifh the few that remain, and then yon art to carry it totto 
Abyffinia. What have yon to do with the comet ? n 

Without giving N|r. Bnwe leave to fpeak r «hi* brother fimir 
_ Achmet then raid, " That he was informedonr traveller was 
an engineer going to Michael, governor of Tigre, to teach 
the Abyffiiiians to make cannon and gun-powder ^ that the 
firft attack was to be againft Mafuah/' five or fix others 
fyoke much In the fame ftrain ; and the Nay be concluded by 
faying, That he would fend 'Mr. Bmce In chains to Conrtanti- 
nople, nnlefs he went to H«ma^en,/wirh hrs brother €mir 
Achmet, to the hot- wells there, and that this was the resolu- 
tion of all the janiffarres j for he had concealed hh being a 
nhyfician. 

After much altercation between Mr. Bruce and theNaybe, 
the former turned his back, and Mr. Bruce went away ex- 
ceedingly disturbed, as tt was piain his affairs were coming to 
a crifis for good or for evil. He obferved, or thought fee ob- 
ferved, all the people lhunned him. He was, indeed, upon his 
guard, and did not wifh them to come near him ; but, 
turning down into hw own gateway, a manpafletf clofe by 
, him, faying diftindtly in his ear, though in alow voice, firft 
in Tigre and then in Arabic, " Bear miking," or, "'Be not' 
afraid.* 9 This hint, ihort as it was, gave hiin no fhiall conr- 
age. 

Upon the 6th in the morning, while at breakfaft, Mr. Brnce 
was told, that three fetvants had arrived from Tigre ; one 

from 



from Jaunt,; p young maoraml lla^e* yfao fpoke and wrot* 
Gr<ek perfe&ly $ the other two fervants .were Ras Michael's, 
ox rather the king's, both wearing the red fliort cloak, lined 
and turned up with mazarine blue, which is the J>adge of the 
kingYferram, and is called Jhalaka. j Has Michael's letters to 
: the Naybe werevecy iuort, , ,rje faid the king \Hatze faannes's 
health was bad, > and wdndered.at heafin^ that. the phyfacian 
ijmi to him by Metieal Aga from Arabia,, was not forwarded 
to him infUntly a* Gondar, as fte had. heard of Jiis being ar- 
rived at Mafuflh fome time before, fie ordered the Nay be, 
moreover, t9 furnim him with neceflaries, and difpatch him 
without lofs of time.*. ^ :„. 4 .. - 

Mafuah, by a great variety of obfervations of the fun and 
ftars, was found to be in lat. 15* 35*5", and, by an obferva- 
tion of the fecond fatelite of* Jupiter, on the 22d of September 
1769, it» longitude. was fous4 to be 39* 36" 30 r 'eailof the 
meridian of Greenwich* j 
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The ifland of Mafuah is very unwholefome, as indeed is the 
whole coaft of the Red Sea, from Suez to Babelmandeb, but 
more efpec tally between the tropics. Violent fevers, called 
there nedad, make the, principal figure In this fatal lift, and 
generally terminate the third day an fleath. If the patient fur- 
vives till the fifth day, he very ofjt en recovers by drinking wa- 
ter only, and throwing a quantity of cole) water upon him, 
even in his bed, where he is permitted to lay without attempt- 
ing to make him dry, or change his bed, till another deluge 
adds to the firft.' 

• : The bark w tie moft< fovereigo/ remedy here ; but it muft fee 
giyeiiiin very different times andlmaimers from thofe purfued 

«. "T . S' >■ ,...:- ', '; 1 . x ,' | n 

, * Moftof *he.Europe«ns wfcoJuvevHited Abyffitifc by way of Mafuah, have been 
cruelly pilla&ed there, Father Lobo, with hi* ^onujanions* whom our traveller 
regards with ho favorable eye, were ftill more hardly dealt with than Mr. Bruce: 
The Jefoit, returning from Abyffinia by. Mafuah, w*s ftripped by the governor of 
all he had. . His fervant was, taken from him, aud:he threatened with feverebaf- 
tinado, unlefs ne purchafed r his lervant back with 60 piafter*. When Lobo and 
Ms companions proceeded from Mafuah to Snaquem, the Baflia threatened* to 
put them to death, if they could not purchafc their fafety at leaft with 15,000 
crown*. The defend waa at length abated to 4300I. bot three of the company 
were detained in cuftody. 

LOBO, 'tranflated by yohnfon, p % 140, &c2 
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in Europe. Were a phyfician to take time t* preptoe ins pa* - 
tient for the bark, by firft giving him purgatives, be, Would, 
be dead of the fever before his preparation was completed.* 
The fecond or third dofe of the bark, if any quantity is fwai- 
lo wed, never fails to purge; and if this evacuation is copknra, 
the patient rarely dies, but, on the contrary, his recovery 
is generally rapid. # Moderate purging is for the moft part to . 
be adopted, and rice is a much better food than fruit. 

The next c,ommon difeafe in the low country of Arabia*, 
the intermediatejfland ot'Mafuah, and all Abyifinia, (for the 
difeafes are exactly fimilrar in all this tract), is the Tertian 
fever, which is in nothing different from our Tertian, and is 
foccefifuHy treated here in the fame manner as in Europe,, 
As no (pedes of this difeafe, as far as Mr. Bruce faw/men- 
aces the patient with death, especially in the beginning of 
the diforder, fome time may be allowed for preparation to 
thofe who doubt the effeft of the bark in this country. But 
Hill he apprehends the fafeft way is, to give fmall dofes froW 
the beginning, on the firft intermiffion, or even remilfion^ 
though this mould be fomewhat obfcure and uncertain. 

•The next difeafe, which we may fay is endemial in tfie, 
countries before mentioned, is called hanzeer, the hogs or tlW 
/wine, and is a fwetling of the glands of the throat, and un- 
der the arms. This the ignorant inhabitants endeavour to 
bring to a fuppuratton, but in vain : They then open them 
in feveral places; ajfore and running follows, and a difeafe 
very much refembting what is called in Eiu ope the Evil. 

The next (though not a dangerous complaint} Jhas a very 
terrible appearance. Small tubercules or 'fwelftngs' 1 appeal 
all over the body,, but thickeft in tne thighs, arms, and legs. 
Thefe fwellings go and come for weeks together without 
pain; though the legs often fwell to a mohilrbus fize as iix 
the dropfy. 

All tfce nations in Africa with4n the tropics are woaderfudly 
affected at the fmalleft erupt hm w rougbneft *©f the flan. 
A bla k of Sennaar will hidehimfelf m the houfe where dark* 
and is not to be feen by hb friend*, if he fliouH hare two or 

three 
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three pimples. on .any part of his body., Norjs there any 
remedy, however violent, that they will hot fly to.for imme- 
diate relief. V 

Thenext complaint Mr* JSruce. mentions, as common in 
thefe countries, is called Farenteit, a corruption of an Ara- 
bic word* which fignifiesthe worm of Pharaoh; Jail bad 
things being by the Arabs attributed to thefe'poor kings, who 
feem to be looked upon by pofterity as the evil genii of the 
country which they once governed. 

■ ' ' • • ■ ..'■»■ 

This extraordinary animal only afflicts thofe who are in 
conflant habit of drinking ftagnant water, whether that water 
is drawn out from wells as in the kingdom of Sennaar, or 
found by digging in the fand, where it is making its way to 
its proper level the fea, after falling down v the fide of the 
mountains after the tropical rains. This plauge appears 
indrfcriminately in every part of the body, but ofteneftin 
the legs and arms. Upon looking at this worm, on- its fir ft 
appearance, a fraall black bead is extremely vifible, with a 
hooked beak of a whitifh colour. Its body is feeroingly of a 
whjte filky texture, very like a fmall tendon bared and per- 
fectly cleaned. After its appearance, the natives of theft 
countries, who are ufed to it, feize it gently by the head, 
and wrap it round a thin piece of filk or fmall bird's feather. 
Every day, or feveral times a day, they try to wind it up 
upon the quifl as far as it comes readily j and, upon the 
fmalleft refinance, they give over for fear of breaking it. Mr. 
Bruce has feen five feet, or fomething more, of this extraor- 
dinary, anjma^r wound out with invincible patience in the 
cour.fe. of three .weeks.. No inflammation then remained, 
and fcarcely any ' retme'fs round the edges of the aperture, 
only, a fmall quantity of lvmph appeared in the hole or punct- 
ure, which fcarcely lflued out upon preffing. In three days 
it was commonly well, 

' Mr; .'Bruce, UmCell, experienced this complaint, He was 
reading uppn a fofa at Cairp^a few days after hisfetufn from 
Upper Egypt ^ when he felt in, the fore part of Ws leg, upon 
Hie bone, about /even jncjies, below the centre of. his knee-paru 
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an itching refembltng what follows « the bite of a mufcheto 
Upon fcratching, a fmall tumour appeared -very like a mufc 
cheto-bire. The itching returned in about an hour afterwards 5 
and being more kitent upon his reading than his leg, he Scratch- 
ed it till the blood came, tie Toon after obferved Tomething 
like a black- foot, which had already rifen considerably above 
the furface of the fkin. All medicine proved nfetefs ; and 
the difeafe not being known at Cairo,' there was nothing for 
it but to have recourfe to the only received manner of treating 
it in tliis country. About three inches of the worm was 
wound out upon a^ piece of raw fUjkio the firft week, without 
pain or fever ; but it was broken afterwards through the care. 
leflhefs and rafhnefs of ,the fiirgeon, when changip§ a poultice 

* on board the fhip in which he returned to France t a violent 
inflammation. followed; the leg swelled lb as fcarce to leave 
the appearance of knee, or ,ankle; the ikin, red and diftend- 
ed, feemed glazed l<Ke ( a mirror. The wound was now heal- 
ed, and discharged nothing \ and there was every ap^jearance 
of mortification coming, pn. The great care and attention 
procured him in the laz« ret to. at Marfeilles, by a nation al- 
ways foremojl in the afts of humanity to Grangers, and the 

attention and Hull of. the furgeon, recovered him from this. 

■ • « 

troublesome complaint. , 

Fifty -two days had elapfed firice it firft begun'; thirty-five 
of which were fpetit in 4 the greateft agony. It fuppurated at 
laft }' and by enlafgihk'the orifice, a good quantity of matter 
was difcharged. HeliVd rti'ade conftant ufe of bark, both in 
fomentations , arid inwardly j but 1 he' did not recover the 
ftrength of his leg entirely till near a year after, by ufing the 
baths' of Poretta. 



t . 

* * 



The lad Mr. Bruce mentions of thofe eridemial dMeafes, and 
the mod terrible of fall others that dan fall to ffte lot of man) 
i&the Elephantiafis, Which fome have chofea to call the lepro* 
fy, or Lepra Arabum ; though in its appearance, and in all its 
circumftanots and (toges, it no more refembles the leprofy of 
Paleftine, than it does the gout or droJ)fy. During the courfe 

1 * 

of tt, the face is often healthy to appearance ; the eyes vivid 
and fparkling : Thofe affe&ed have fometfmes a kind of dry* 
nefs upon the fkin of their backs, which; upon fcratchingi 

leaves 
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leaves ft BieaUaeft, or wkiteuefs ; the only circumftance ia 
which it refembJes the leprofy $ but it has. no fcalinefs. The 
hair too>faT>f its natural colour ; not white, yellawifli, or thin, 
as ia the leprofy, but fo far from U t that; though the Abyffiu- 
ians haveveryrarely hair upon their chin, Mr. Bruce has (een 
people, apparently in the laft ftage of the elephantiasis, with 
a very good beard of ita natural colour* The appetite is gen- 
erally good during this rfifeale, nor does any change of regi- 
sien affrd the complaint. 

Mr, Bruce's firil general advice to a traveller is this ; to 
remember well what the {late of his conftitution was before 
lie vifited thefe countries, and what his complaints were, if 
he had any ; for fear very frequently feizes us upon the firft 
fight of the many and fuddeh deaths we fee upon our firft ar- 
rival, and our fpirits are fo lowered by perpetual perfpira- 
tlon, and our nerve's fo relaxed, that ^e are apt to miftake 
the ordinary fymptoms of a tftfeafe, familiar to lis in our own 
country, for the approach of one of' thefe terrible : (Jiuempers 
that are to hurry us In a few hours into eternity. This 
has a bad effect in the very flighteft diforders ; fo that it hath 
become proverbial, "if you think yotf mail' die, you (hall die." 
If a traveller finds that he is as well after having ieen (bme 
time in this country, as he was before entering !r, fits beft way 
is to make no innovation in his regimen^ farther than in abat- 
ing fomething in the quantity. But if be is ,of a k tender con- 
ftitution, he cannot ad more wifely than -to foUw implicitly 
the regimen of fober, healthy people of the countrv, without 
arguing upon European notions, or fubfti luting what we con* 
fider as fuccedaneums to what we fee ufed on the (pot. All 
fpirits are to be avoided ; even bark is better in water 
than in wine. The ftomach being relaxed by profufe perfpi- 
ration, needs fomething tp fcengthen, but not Interne, and 
enable it to pfrform digeftion. For this reafoo (inftinft we 
ihould call it, if fpeakipg of beads) the natives of ail eastern 
countries feafon every fpecies qf food, even the fimpleft and 
suildeft rice, fo much with fplces, efpeciaiJy.pepger, as abso- 
lutely to blifler an European palate, Thefe powerful anti- 
septics Providence has planted in thefe countries for this ufe j 
and the natives have, from Jhe earlieft times, had recourfe to 

them in proportion to the quantity they can procure. 

^ Mr. Bruce 
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Mr* Bruce lays down this as a pofitive rule of health, that 
the warjueft difhes the natives delight in, are the mod whole- 
fome ftrangers can ufe in the putrid climates of the Lower 
Arabia, Abyffinia, Sennaar, and Egypt itfelf j and- that 
fpirits, and aU fermented liquors, fhould be regarded as 
poifbns -j and, for fear of temptation, not (b much as be car- 
ried along with you, unlefs as a menArutn for outward ap- 
plications. Spring, or running water, if you can find it, 
is to be your only.drink. " You cannot be too nice in procur- 
ing this article. But as, on both coafts of the Red Sea, 
you fcarcely find any but ftagnant water, the way our trav- 
eler practifed was always this : when he was at any place 
that allowed him time and opportunity, he took a quantity 
of fine fand, waihed it from the (alt quality with which it 
was impregnated, and fpread it upon a fheet to dry ; he 
then filled an oil -jar witfe water, and poured into it as much 
from a boiling kettle as would ferv«to kill all the animal- 
cula and eggs ttott were in it. He then fiited his dried fand, 
as flowly as poflJole, upon the furface of the water in the 
jar, till the fand flood half a foot in the bottom of it ; after 
letting it fettle a night, he drew it off by a hole in the jar 
with a fpigot in it, about an inch above the fand ; then threw 
the remaining fand out upon the clot*, and dried and wafhed 
it again. 

This pfocefs is fooner performed than de&ribed. The 
water is as limpid a* the pureft fpriog, and little inferior to 
the fined Spa. Drink largely of this without fear, accord- 
ing aft your appetite requires. By violent perfpiration the 
aqueous part of your hlood is thrown off j and it is not fpiri- 
tous liquor can reflore this, whatever momentary ilrength it 
may give yon from another caufe. When hot, and almoft 
fainting with weahnefs from continual perfpieation> Mr. 
Bruce has gone intot a. warm bath, and been immediately 
reflored to ftrengtto, as* upon firft riling in the morning. 

In Nubia, never feruple to throw yourfelf into the cold eft 
river or fpring you can find, in whatever degree of heat you 
are. The reafon.gf the difference in Europe is, that when 
by violence you have raifed yourfelf to ah extraordinary de- 
gree of heat, the cold water in which you plunge yourfelf 

q checks 
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checks your perfptration, aricr"muts your pores fuddenrjr.; 
The medium is itfelf too cold, and you do not ufe fo*»e 
fufficient to bring back the perforation, which nought but 
action occafioned ; whereas, in thefe warm countries, your 
perfpiration is natural and conftant, though no attion be 
ufed, only from the temperature of the medium ; therefore, 
though your pores are font, tbe moment you plunge your*, 
felf in the cold water, thefimple condition of the outward 
air again covers you with pearls of fweat the moment you 
emerge ; and you begin the expenfe of the aqueous part {of 
your blood afrefli from the new flock that you have laid in 
by your emerfion. 

Rice and pillaw are the bed food ; fowls are very tod, 
eggs are worfe ; greens are not wholefome. In Arabia the 
mutton is good, and, when roafted, may be eaten warm 
with fafety ; perhaps fetter if cold* All foupa or broths 
are to be avoided ; all game is bad. £ 

Itisacuftom that, from the firft ages, has prevailed in 
the eaft, to ft riek and lament upon the death of a friend, 
or relation, and cut their faces upon the temple -with their 
nails, about I he breadth of a fixpence, one of which is left 
long for thatpurpofe. It was- always praftifed by the Jews, 
aqd thence adopted by the Abyffinrans, though exprefsly 
forbidden both by the law and the prophets. At Mafuah, it 
feems to be particular to dance upon that occafion. The 
women, friends, .and vifitors, place themfelves in a ring; 
then dance (lowly, figuring in and out as in a country dance* 
This dance is all to the voice, no inftrument being, ufed 
upon the occafion ; only the drum (the butter jar before 
mentioned) is beat adroitly enough, and feems. at once ne- 
cefiary to keep the dance and Ibng in order. In Abyffinia, 
too, this is purfued in a manner move ridiculous. Upon 
the death of an ozoro, or any nobleman, the twelve judges, 
(who are generally between 60 and 70 years of age) ling 
the fong, and dance the figure-dance, in a manner fo truly 
ridiculous, that grief muft have taken faft hold of every 
ipe&ator who does not laugh upon the occafion, 

» » . In 
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In Mafuah, it is a general cuftom for people to burn myrrh 
and incenfe in their houfes before they open the doors in the 
morning j and when they go out at night, or garly in (h% v 
4ay, they have always a fmall piece of rag highly fumigated 
with thefe two perfumes, which they fluff into each no foil 
to keep them from the unwholefome air. ~ 

Their houfes are, in general, built of poles and bent 
grafs, as in the towns of Arabia j but, befides thefe, there 
are about twenty offtone, fix or eight of which are two 
ftoreys each ; though the fecond feldom confifls of more than 
one room, and that one generally not a large one. 

Situated as Mafuah is, in the very entrance of Abyffinla, 
a very«plentiful country, yet all the neceffaries of life are 
fcarce and dear.- Their quality, too, is very indifferent. 
This is owing to the difficulty, expenfe, and danger of 
carrying the feveral articles through the defert -flat coun- 
try, called Samhar, which lies between Arkeeko and~the 
mountains of Abyffinia $ as well as to the extortions e*x- 
ercifed by the Naybe, who takes, under the name of cuf- 
tpnis, whatever part be pleafes of the goods and provHions 
brought to that ifland $ by which means the profit of the 
feller is (0 fmall, as not to be worth the pains and rife of 
bringing it. 

A considerable trade is carried on at Mafuah, notwith. 
Handing thefe inconveniences,, narrow and confined as the 
ifland is, and violent and unjuft as is the government. But 
it is all done^in a ilovenly manner, and for articles, where a 
fmall capital is inverted. * Property here is too precarious to 
rife a venture in valuable commodities, where the hand of 
power enters into every tranfc&ion. 

On the 13th, at four o'clock in the afternoon, Mr. Bruce 
waited upon the Naybe at his own houle. He received him 
with more civility than ufual ; or rather, with lefs brutality ; 
for a grain of any thing like civility bad never yet* appeared in 
his behaviour. - He had juft received news, that a (errant of 
his, fent to collect money at Hamazen, had run off with it. 
As our traveller faw he was bufy, he took his leave of him, 
only a&inghis commands for Habelhj to whivh he anfwered, 

« We 
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" We have time enough to think of that ; do you came here 
to-morrow/* 

On the 14th, in the -morning* he waited upon him accord- 
ing to appointment^ having firft (truck his tent and got all 
his baggage in readinefs* He received him as before, then 
told him with a grave air, " That he was willing to further 
his journey into Habefh to the utmoft of his power, provid- 
ed he mewed him that confideration which was due to him 
from all paflengers ; that, a* by his tent, baggage, and arms, 
he faw he was a man above the common fort, which the 
Grand Signior's firman, and all his letters teftified, lefs than 
xooo pataka's offered by him would be putting a great affront 
upon him ; however, in confideration of the governor of 
Tigre, to whom he was going, he would con/ent to receive 
300, upon his fwearing not to divulge this, for fear of the 
ihaine that would fall upon him abroad*" . 

* » 

To this. Mr, Bruce anfwered in the fame grave tone, 
" That he thought him very wrong to take 3oo«pataka* with 
fliame, when receiving a thoufaad would be more honoura- 
ble as well as more profitable 5 therefore, he had notbingtodo 
but put tnat into his acconnt-book with the governor of Ti- 
gre, and fettle his honour and his inter eft together. As for 
himfelf, he was fent for by Metical Aga, on account of the 
king, and was proceeding accordingly J and if he oppofed 
his going forward to Metical Aga, he mould return - 9 bat 
then again he mould expeft ten thonfand patakas from Meti- 
cal Aga for the trouble and loft of time he had been at, 
which he and the Ras would no doubt fettle with him." The 
Nnybe faid nothing in reply, but only muttered, clofing 
his teeth, Jheitan afrit, that devir or tormenting fpirit. 

Thofe friends which Mr, Bruce had made at Mafuab,; fee- 
ing the Naybe?s obftinapy againit their de^arture^nd know- 
ing the cruelty of his nature, advifcd Mr. Bruce to abandon 
all thoughts of Abyffini a j, for that in palKng through Samhar, 
among the many barbarous people whom be commanded! 
difficulties would multiply upon them daily, and, either by 
"accident, or. order <tf -the *fcjte>. tfcey. w/auid be furelv cut 

oft 
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off. ♦ However, our traveller was too well convinced of the 
embarraJTment that lay behind him, If left alone with the 
Naybe, and too determined upon his journey, to heiitate 
upon going forward. He even flattered himfelf, that bis 
flock of •fhratagems to prevent their going, was by this time 
exhaufted, and that the morrow would fee them in the open 
fields, free from further tyranny and controul. 

On the 15th early in the morning, Mr. Bruce again (truck 
his tent, and had his baggage prepared, to mew they were de- 
termined to flay no longer. At eight o'clock he went to the 
Naybe, and found him aim oft alone, when he received him in 
a manner that; for him, might have palled for civil. He be- 
gan with- a coafiderable degree of eloquence j or fluency of 
fpeech, a long enumeration of the difficulties of their journey, 
the rivers, precipices, mountains and woods they were to 
pafs, the number of wild beafts every where to be found 5 as 
alfb the' wild lavage people that inhabited thole places j the 
meil of «which, he faid, were luckily under his command, and 
he would recommend to them to do them all manner of good 
offices. Hecomtnanded two' of his iecretaries to write the 
proper letters,' and then ordered them coffee. 

In the mean time, came in a fefvant covered with dull, and 
feemingly fatigued, as having arrived in hafte from afar. The 
Naybe,- with a -c6nfider able' deal of uneafihefs and confnfion, 
opened the letters, which were -feid to bring intelligence, that 
the HazortaV Shiho, arid T6ra,the three nations who poffefled 
that part of Samhar, through which our road led to Dobarwa, 
the common paffage ftom Mafuah to Tigre, had revolted, 
driven away his fervants, and decFared themfelves independ- 
ent. He then (as if all was over) ordered his fecretaries to 
flop Writing ; and lifting up his eyes, began with great feem : 
ing devotion' to think god we were not already on our jour- 
ney, for, innocent as he was, when our travellers ihould have 
been cut off, the fault would have been imputed to him. An- 
gry as Mr. Bruce was at fo barefaced a farce, he could not 
help burfting out into a violent fit of loud laughter ; when 
the Naybe put on the fevereft countenance* and defired to 
know the reafon of his laughing at fuch a time. " It is now 
two months, (answered Mr. Bruce) fince you have been 
S>3 throwing 
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throwing various objections irr my way. Cm yoa wonder 
thttldooot give into fo gro(s an impofitian ? Thta feme 
morning, before I (truck my tent, in prefence of your nephew 
Achraet, I fpoke with two Saiho jnrt arrived from Samhar, 
who brought letters to Achmet, which fttd all was ia peace. 
Have you earlier intelligence than that of this morning ? . ft 

He was for fome time without (peaking ; then faid, " t£ 
you are weary of living you are welcome to go ; but \ will 
do my duty in warning tbofe that are along with you of their 
and your danger, that, when the luifchief happens, if may uorC 
be imputed to me." " No number of naked Shihe»(fai4.Mt« 
Bruce) uulef* irolrutted by you, can ever befoqodon qkut read* 
fbat will venture to attack us. The Shibo have no (ire arms ? 
but if you have fent on purpofe fume of yoarfoktter* that 
have fire arras^/thel* will difcaver by what authority they 
come, For ourj^art, we cannot fly ; wejieitfcer know the 
country, the language, nor the watering places, and w* matt 
not attempt it, Vfe h*we pteftty <tf ^different form of fim,arw* 
and your (evviptp have often (e^Q^Ivifua^ wj*ar* nftkigno,* 
rant of the ufe of them, We, it jsttrue, m%y loft our lives j 
that is in the hand of the Almjgbtyi.but we (hall not.fail to 
leave enough on the fpot, to give fufficient indication to the 
Jting and Ras Michael, who It was that we** our a&nfius.'' 

Mr. Bruce then, rofe very ahruptjy tog^away. -. It is inn- 
poffible to give any one, . not converfant w4^ thefe, peo- 
ple, any conception what perfect maftevM he mod clown ^ 
ifh and beaftly among then) areo^f djffijnul^ion^ ;Tl?e. coun- 
tenance of the Naybe now changed in a, moment, In his turn 
he burft out into a louo} fit of laughter, wtyqh , furprifed our 
traveller full as much as his, fome .time before had dope him, 
Every feature of his treacherous countenance, was altered and 
ibftened into somptecency ; and At* for the §r(fc time, bore, 
the appearance of -a, man* He th^nveonf^ed^ha* the whole 
was only a pretence, to keep him there. " But fi ace y<m are 
refolved to go, be not afraid. The roads, are fafe enough* 
I will give you a perfon roconduft you, that will catry.you 
in. fafety even if there was danger , only go and prepare fuch 
remedies as may be proper for the Emir, and leave t^eqi witl? 
my nephew Achmet, while I fiuifli niy,. lejtejs," T}us our 

.. i " traveller 
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traveler wittingly consented toi!^ add wrhia return he. found 
every thhigtfeadr. ; > 

Our travellers left £rkeelfo qn the 15th, taking, their road 
fou^Hfard, along the plain,; which U not here above a mile 
broad, and covered • with fliort gra& nothing different from 
[ours, only that the blade is, broader. After an hour's 
journey Mr. Bruce pitched his tent at Laberhey, near a pit of 
rain water. The mountain* «f . Abyj&nia baye afio^ular * af- 
pc& from this, *s they appear in three ridges^ ,Xne fixft Is of 
naconfiderabk.heigto, but ii^lL of ^guWie* and broken ground^ 
thinly covered- with fturubs j, the-iefond ijigher and 1 beeper, 
JiiU more rugged; *4)d hare 7 the third tea ro^ oi fliarp^ un- 
even* *dg*4l nwpntaiufi, which woujd be counted high \p any 
country in Europe. - Far above the top of aU, .towers that 
stupendous mafs, the mountain of Taranta, probably one of 
the highrft in the world, the point M wtab U fcfttfied ia the 
ctakte* land y*ey« rarely feen b#t in. the (Clf^rsfc weather ; At 
ether tidie»i»bajrtfa»ed tc*penpetua* ibrt* ami -dftrkfteft,. tj*| 
feat of tt^hawng, thunder, and ofitarifo : -. // - . XI ; _ t 

j:I*tfiefere0iogfc>a i»*ffeng€* ffW*b* l^be faqwd t£en> at 
the* tent at Laberhey,, atf ^arffie4*w*M; (heir guide Saloome* 
It was uoMitf t tie .next day ttet, he appeared! agajn, and with 
hint Achtoet,theW#yW^nfpJ^\v> wh^w^ot.intQ tfte tent t 
called foricoffeev-and jwhile drinking 4f a £rid,, «> Yw are ftrf? 
ficieutly nuc&feded Mat i am y,*ur friend *, 4f you are not, it H 
too late now To Genuity*. you« • Jt.fc neceflkry, bAweyer, to ex ? 
plain thtixeafons.of what you fee* You are wt to go to. Do* 
barwa, though it 1b the beft road, the fafeft being preferable 
to* the eafieft* Ycmwitt be apt to enrfe me when you are toil* 
ing and Treating attending Taranta* the JWgheft mountain \tk 
Abyffinia, and on tins account, worthy of your notice* You> 
aye tires to confider, if the fatigue of tody youthen hWer in 
that paflkge* is not overpaid by ttte abfolute fafety yea will 
itod yoturfetves iiu Dobarwa* belongs to the Naybe, and l 
cannot anfwer for the orders he may have give*. I have 
written to my officers tfeere ; they will behave the better ta 
you ior this i and, as you are flrong and robuft, the bed 1 ca» 
do for you is to fend you by a rugged road, and a faffc one." • 

3 Achjnet 
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Achmet again gave bis orders to Saloome, and they all 
rifingr-faid the fed tab, or prayer of peace s . which being over, 
Achmet's (errant gave him a narrow web of muflin, which, 
With his own hands, he wrapped round Mr. Brucc's head in 
the manner the better fort of Mahometans wear it at Dixan. 
He then parted, faying, "He that is your enemy isminealfo : 
you mall hear of me by Mahomet Gibberti." 

This finished a feries of trouble and vexation, not to fay 
danger, fuperior to any thing Mr. Bruce ever before had expe- 
rienced, and of which the bare recital will give but an Imper 
feft idea. Thefe wretches pfcflefs talents for tormenting and 
alarming, far beyond the power of befief j and by laying a 
true (ketch of them before a traveller, an author does- him the 
moft real fervice. 

On the x6th, in tie evening they left Laberhey ; and, after 
continuing about an hour along the plain, their gnafe eoded, 
the ground becoming dry, firm, and gcavelly* and they then 
entered into a wood of acacia trees, of coafideiraWfi ijze. 

On the iflth, at half fciflf five' in the morning, they left their 
ftation on the fide of a green tittl «t rlambammon, , For fome 
time their road lay through ' a plain Co thick fet with acacia 
trees, that their hands and faces were all torn and bloody 
with the ftrbkes of their thorny branches. At halftpaft foven, 
they came to the mouth of a narrow -valley, through which 
a ftrcam of water ran very Swiftly over a bed of pebbles. It 
tvas the firft clear water they~had feeri fince they left. Syria,, 
and gave them unfpeakable pleafure. It was in tafte excel- 
lent. The (hade of the Tamarind tree, and the coolnefs of 
the air, invited them to reft on this delightful Qx>t, though 
•therwife, perhaps, it was not exactly conformidabje to the* 
rules of prudence, as they fawfeveralhuts and families of* the 
Hazorta along the fide of the ftream, with their docks feed- 
ing on the branches of trees and bu flies , entirely neglectfi&l of 
the grafs they were treading under foot. The caper tree 
here grows as high as the talleft Englilh elm ; its flower is 
white, and its fruit, though not ripe, was fully as large as 
an apricot, . 

Oft 
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On the 19th, they continued their journey, their road mil 
winding between mountains in the bed, or torrent of a river, 
bordered on each fide with rack and fycamore trees of a godcl 
fize. At half paft&ght oMockythey encamped ata place called 
Tubbo, where the mountains are very Heap, nttd broken* very 
abruptly into cliffs and precipices. Tubbo was by much the 
moil agreeable flat ion they had feen ; the trees were thick, 
full of leaves, and gave them abundance of very dark fhade. 
There was a number of many different : kinds To clofely planted; 
that they feemed to be intended for natural arbours. Every 
tree was full of birds, variegated with an infinity of colours, 
hut deftitute of fong -,. others of a more homely and more Eu- 
ropean appearance, diverted them with a variety of witd 
notes, in a ftile of mufic ftill diftinft and peculiar to Afri- 
ca, as different in the compofition from our linet and gold- 
finch, as our fcnglifh language is to that of Abyflinia : Yet, 
from very attentive and frequent bbfervation., lilr. Bruce 
found that the fky-lark at Mafuah fung the fame notes as in 
England. It was obfervable, that the greateft part of the beau- 
tiful painted birds were of the jay, or magpie kind : Nature 
feemed, by the finenefs of their drefs. to have marked them 
for children of noife and impertinence, ( but never to have in* 
tended jtieni for pleai'ure or meditation, v 

Ob the ,20th, they began to afcend the hilfa^ or emrajnences, 
whicb ferye a£ die ro^t* or fkirfs qf tfre great ^ mountain Jar- 
anta» , The road was on each fidje bordered wjth^a^ca, otju- 
jeb trees of great beauty, a^nd fycamore* perfe&ly deprived 
of their verdure and branches. The country here is every 
-where deprived r of the made it would enjoy from thefe fine 

-trees, by the jbarbarousaxes qf t^ie Hazorta. They found 
every inhere immenfe flocks of antelopes - 9 as a lib partridges 

, of a fmall kind* that willingly took refuse upon trees : nei- 
ther of tbefe feemed to confider our ^ra,yeUers as enemies* 
The antelopes let them pafs through their flopks, only. remov- 
ing to the right or to the left, or (landing ftill and gazing upon 

; them tUf they |>afled. But, at they were then on the confines 
of .Tigre^or rather on tfce territory of the Baharfeagafr, anjd 

• as thr Haaorta were in .motion every wtare removing t«i- 
tvacdstJ»coaft ?; far from tbe.dpraiuipj}» qf tte.Abyf&niaiu^ 
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to which they were going, a friend of tbejr own tribe, who 
bad joined our travellers for fafety, knowing how little truit 
was to be put in his countrymen when moving in this contra- 
ry dire&ion, advifed them by no means to fire, or give any 
unneceiTary indication of the fpot where they were, till they 
gained (he mountain of Taranta, at the foot of which they 
halted. 

In the afternoon, they began to afcend the mountain, 
through a moil rocky, uneven road, if it can deferve the 
name, not only from its incredible fteepnefs, but from the 
large holes and gullies . made by the torrents, and the huge 
monftrous fragments of rocks, which, loofened by the water, 
had been tumbled down into. their way. It was with great 
difficulty they could creep up, each man carrying bis knap- 
fack and arms ; but it feemed beyond the poffibility of human 
flrength to carry their baggage and inftruments. Their tent 
indeed fuffered nothing by its falls ; but the tetefcopes, time- 
keeper, and quadrant were to be treated in a more deliberate 
and tender manner. The quadrant had hitherto been carried 
by eight men, four to relieve each other ; bin thefe were ready 
to give up the undertaking upon trial of the firft few hundred 
yards. A number of expedients, fuch as trailing it on the 
ground, (aH equally fatal to the inftrument) were propofed. 
At laft, as Mr. Bruce was incomparably the ftrongeft of the com- 
pany, as well as the molt interefted, he, and a ftranger Moor, 
who had followed them, carried the head of it for about 400 
yards over the mofl difficult and fteepeft part of the mountain, 
which before had been considered as impracticable by all. 

Yafine was the name of that Moor, recommended to Mr. 
Bruce by Metigal Aga, a person whom be had difcovered to 
be of a molt fagacious turn of mind, firm heart, and (tremtous 
nerves ; never more diftinguifhed for all thefe qualities than 
in the hour of imminent danger ; at other times remarkable 
for quietnefs and lilence, and a tonftant fiudy of his Koran. 

AjS our traveller and his company advanced up* the (idea of 
the Taranta, their afles were frighted by the appearance of 
numbers of hyaenas, and turned down the hill. A part of the 
fevants followed to bring them back. They overtook the 

wanderers} 
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Wanderers ; but, as they proceeded with them up the hHl 
again, the hyaenas crowded round, continued to' follow, and 
became at laft fo bold, that one feized and pulled down an 
afs, and a general engagement with the hyaenas was a(bout to 
enfue, wnen a firelock difcharged among them, caufed them 
all to run off, to the great fatisfaftion of the affes and their 
drivers* ^ 

They found it impoffible to pitch their tents, from their ex- 
treme wearinefs in the exertions they had made. But there 
was another reafon alfo; for there was not earth enough cover- 
ing the bare fides of Taranta to hold faft a tempi n ; there 
were, however, variety of caves near them, and throughout 
the mountain, which had ferved for houfes to the old inhabi- 
tants; and in thefe they found a quiet and not inconvenient 
place of repofe the night of the 30th of November. 

On the 21ft, at half pad fix in the morning, Mr. Bruce* 
having encouraged his company with good words, increase of 
wages, and hopes of reward, they began to encounter the 
other half of the mountain. His baggage moved much more 
brifkly than the preceding day. The upper part of the 
mountain was indeed, deeper, more craggy, rugged, and Hip- 
per y than the lower, and impeded more with trees, but not 
embarrafled Co muchwith large (tones and holes. Their knees 
and hands, however, were cut to pieces by frequent falls, and 
their faces torn by the multitude of thorny bullies. At laft, 
they gained the top of the mountain, upon which is fituated 
a fmall village called Halai, the firft they had feen fince their 
leaving Mafiiah. It is chiefly inhabited by poor fervants and 
ftiepherds keeping the flocks of men of fubftance living in the 
town of Pixanr 

The plain 011 the top of the mountain Taranta was, in 
many places, fown with wheat, which was then ready to be 
cut down, though the harveft was not yet begun. The grain 
was clean, and of a good colour, but inferior in fize to that 
of Egypt. *It did not, however, grow thick, nor was the 
flalk above fourteen inches high. The water is very bad on 
the top of Taranta, being only what remains of the rain in 
the bollowspf the rocks, and in pits prepared for it. Being 
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*ery tired they pitche4 their ten* on the top of the mountain* 
THhe nign* va * remarkably cold, at loaft appeared fo to them, 
whole pores were opened by the excefljve heat of Mafuah. 
The dew began to fall ftrongly, and continued fo till an hour 
after forfeit though the iky was perfe&ly clear, and the 
fljnalleft flara difcernible. 

The people inhabiting this mountain and its environs, are 
n<*t M*ck ? but of a yellowifh dark completion. Their 
hairlslhort and curled ; but the curl is Artificial. They 
wear f^ndals on their feet, agoat-lkin.on their (boulders, 
and a cotton cloth about their middle.. Abundance of beau* 
tiful cattle feed on the mountain. The cows are, for the 
mo0 part, completely white, with large dewlaps, hanging 
|o their knees, long filken hair, and wide horns like thofe 

of our Lincolnfliire breed of black cattle. The fheep are 
large, and uniformly black $ with great heads, ihort ears, 
and hair inftead of wool. 

Mr. Bruce killed a large eagle here, about fix feet ten 
inches from wing to wing. It feemed very tame till ihorv 
The ball having wounded it but flightly, when on the ground 
it could not be prevented from attacking the men or beads 
near it with great force and fiercenefs, fo that Mr. Bruce 
was obliged to ilab it with a bayonet. It was of a dirty 
white ; only the, head and upper part of its wings were of a 
light brown. 

On the morning of the &2d, they left their ftation on the 
top of Taranta, and loon after began* to defcend on the fide 
of Tigre, through a broken and uneven road. After this 
they began to mount a fmall bill, from which they had a 
diftinft view of Dixan. They pitched their tent near Tome 
mar iby ground ior the fake of water, at three quarters part 
ten i but jit was very bad, having been for federal weeks Hag- 
pant. They faw here the people bufy at their wheat harvefr ; 
others, who had finished theirs, were treading it out with 
cows or bullocks. They make no ufe of their draw ; ibme- 
tisnes they burn it, and fometimes leave it on the fpot to rot. 

At half an. hour after four in the afternoon, they came to 
l$tan. Halai was'the firft village, fo is this the firft town in 

Abyffinia, 
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Abyffinla, on the fide of Taranta. , Dixan is built on the top 
of a hill perfectly in form of a fugar loaf ; a deep valley 
furrounds it every where like a trench, and the road winds 
(pirally up the hill till it ends among the houfes. 

Our travellers' baggage had pa (Ted the trench, and had 
reached the low town through which Saloome had conducted 
Mr. Bruce, under pretence of getting a fpeedy fhelter from 
the heat : but he overacted his part ; and Janni , his fervant, 
who fpoke Greek, giving Mr. Bruce a hint to go no farther, 
he turned fhort towards the houfe, and fat down with his fire- 
lock upon a {tone at the door. Their baggage quickly fol- 
lowed, and all was put fafe in a kind of court enclofed with a 
fufficient ftone wall* 

It was not long till Hagi Abdelcader, Achmefs friend, 
came to them, inviting Mr. Bruce civilly to his houfe, and de- 
claring to him the friendly orders he had received from Ach- 
rnet concerning him ; bringing along with him alfo a goat, 
foirie butter and honey. Mr. Bruce excufed himfelf from leav- 
ing Janni's friend, the Chriftian, where he had firft alight- 
ed ; but he recommended Yafine to him, for he had begun to 
ihew great attachment to Mr. Bruce. In about a quarter of 
an hour came Saloome, with about twenty men, and demand- 
ed our travellers in the nameof the Nay be, as his ftrangers ; 
he faid they owed him money for conducting them, and like- 
wife for the cuftom- houfe dues. In a moment near a hun- 
dred men were anembled round Hagi Abdelcader, all with 
(hields and lances, and Mr. Bruce expected to fee a fray of 
the mod ferious kind. But Abdelcader, with a fwitch in his 
hand, went gravely up to Saloome, and, after chiding his par- 
ty with great authority, he held up his ftick twice over Sa- 
loome's head, as if to flrike him ,• tfojn ordered him, if he 
had any demands, to come to hijppt in the evening ; upon 
which both parties difperfed and ' left them in peace* The 
matter was fettled in the evening with Saloome in an amica- 
ble manner. v ^ ' 

The town of Dixan coufifts of Moors and Criftlans, and is 
very well peopled ; yet the only trade of either of tbefe fects 
is a very extraordinary one, that of felling of children. The 

R ChriAiana 
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Chriftians bring fuch as they have ftolen inAbyffiaia to Dtaaa a* 
to a (are depofit; and die Moore receive them there, and car- 
ry them to«3 certain market at Mafuah, whence they are fent 
over to Arabia or India. The priefts of the province of Ti* 
. gre, eipecially thofe near the rock I}anv>, are ppejily concern- 
ed in this infamous practice ; ajid fome of tbefe have beep li~ 
cenfed by Michael to carry it on as a fair trade, upon paying 
ib many firelocks for each dozen* or fcore of flayes. Noth- 
ing can elucidate the footing upon -which this Arade ftands 
better than a tranfadtion which happened while fljr. Bruce 
was in Ethiopia, and which reached Goncjar by way of com- 
plaint from Mafuah, and was told him by Jtyicjjael feimfelf, 

Two priefls of Tigre, whoie names Mrl Bruce has forgotten, 
had been long intimate friends. They dwelt near the rock 
Damo. The youngeft was married and had two children* 
.both fons i tjie other was old and had none* The old one re- 
proved his friend one flay for keeping his children at home 
idle,»and not putting them to fome profeffion by which they 
might gain their bread. The married prieft pleaded his pov- 
erty, and his want of relations that could aflift him ; on which, 
the old pried offered to place his eldeft fon with a rich friend 
of his own, who had no children, and where he fliould want 
for nothing. The propofal was accepted, and the young lad, 
about ten years of age, was delivered by Jus father to the old 
prie#, to -parry him to bis friend, who feat the boy to Dixan, 
.and ibid him there. UpoiKhe old prieit's return, after jjiv-. 
ing the father a fpfendid account df his fon 's reception, treat- 
ment, and profpe&f,. he gave ham a piece -of cotton c|oth, as • 
a prefent from his ftps patron: The younger child, about 
■eigjit years old, hearing the good fortune qf his el^e^ brother, 
became fo Jnjportunaje to lie allowed to go and vifit l))m* 
tfoat tjhe parents were obliged fp h#mpur him, and confent* 
But the pic) prieft had a fcruple, faying, Ja$ would not take 
tfte charge gf fp youjjg a. boy, u^ds. «i$ rflofhe* went ^jth, 
him. This being fettled, the old prielt conveyed them Jo tl|$ 
market at Dixan, where .he fold both the mother and the re* 
malning child. Returning to the father, the old prielt told 
him, that his wife would ftay jonly fo long, and expe&ed fee 
'would then frtcfefcer «po»acertainday, which was named, 
; ' The 
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The day being come* the two priefts went together to fee thi* 
happy family ; and, upon their entering Dixan, it was found 
that the old prfeft had fold the young one, but not to the 
fame Moor to whom he had fold his- family. Soon af- 
ter, thefe two Mtors who had bought the Chriftians, be* 
coming partners in the venture, the otd ptieft was to receive 
forty cotton-cloths, that is iol. fterling, for the hufband, wife 
and children. 

The payment df the money, perhaps the refentment of the 
family trepamvsd, and the appearance of equity which the 
thing itfelf bore, fiiggefted to the Moorifh merchants that 
there was feme more profit, and net more rtfk,if they carried 
off the old prieft Hkewffe. But as he had come to Dixan, as 
it were wider public faith, in a trade that greatly interefted 
the town, they were afraid to attempt any thing againft 
hint wtiilft there. ' They began then as it were to re- 
pent of their bargain, from a pretended apprehenfioa 
that they might be (topped and queftioned jat going out 
of town, unlets he would accompany them to-fome finall 
diftance j in confideration of which, they would give 
hini, at parting, two pieces of dloth to be added to the 
other forty, which he was to take back to Tigre with 
him upon his return- The beginning of fuch expeditions is 
in the night. When all were afieep, they fet out from Dixan, 
the buyers, the feller, and the family foW j and, being arriv- 
ed near the mountain where- the way turns off to the defert, 
the whole party fell upon the old pried, threw him down, 
andbotandhim. The woman infifted that me might be al- 
lowed to cut or tear off the little beard he had, in order, as 
(he faid, - to make him look younger ; and this demand was 
reckoned too ju ft to be denied her. The whole five were 
then carried to Mafuah ; the woman and her two children 
were fold to Arabia ; the two priefts had not fo ready a mar- 
ket, and they were both in the Naybe's houfe when Mr. Bruce* ' 

was at Mafuah, though he did not then know it. 

» 
The Neybe, willing to Irtgrsciate himfelf with Ras Michael 

at a (mall expenfe, wrote to him an account of the tranfac- 
tion, and offered, as they were priefts, to reftore them to 
him. But the Has' returned for aafwer, that the Kay be 

ihould 
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mould keep them to be his chaplins ; as he hoped, fome day 
he would be converted to the Chriftian faith himfelf ; it not, 
he might fend them to Arabia with the reft ; they would 
ferve to be carriers of wood and drawers of water ; and 
that there Hill remained at Damo enough of their kind to car- 
ry on the trade with Dixan and Mafuah. 

This ftory Mr. Bruce heard from Ras Michael himfelf, at. 
his grand -daughter's marriage, when he was feafting, and in 
great fpirits. He, and all the company laughed heartily > 
and although there were hi the room at lead two dozen of 
priefts, none of them feemetrto take this incident more feri- 
oufly than the reft of the company. From this we may guefa 
at the truth of what the Catholic writers advance, with re- 
gard to the refpeft and reverence Jhown to the priefthood by 
the government, and great men in Abyffinia. Dixan is in 
lat. 14? 57' 55'' North, and long, 40* 7' 30" eaft of the me- 
ridian of Greenwich. 

Our travellers left Dixan on the 25th of November, def- 
cending the very deep hill on which the town is fituated. 
Hagi Abdelcader had attended them thus far before he left 
them, and the noted Saloome came likewife, to fee if fome 
occafion would offer of doing them further mifchief; but 
the king's fervants, now upon their own ground, began to 
take upon them a proper confequence. One of them went to 
meet Saloome at the bank of the river, and, making a mark 
on the ground with his knife, declared that his patience, was 
quite exhaufted by what he had been witnefs to at Mafuah 
and Dixan ; and if now Saloome, or any other man belong- 
ing to the Naybe, offered to pafs, the mark, he would bind 
him hand and foot, and carry him to a place where he mould 
be left tied to a tree, a prey to the lion and hy&na. They all 
returned j and there our travellers* perfecution from the Naybe 
ended. Bui it was very evident from Achmet's behaviour 
and difcourfe, had they gone by Dobarwa, which was the 
road propofed by the Naybe, their fufferings would not have 
fceen,as yet, half finithed, unlefi they had ended with their lives. 

They remained under a tree (even feet and a half in diam- 
eter during the night of the 2$th v Mr. Bruce fays, it will be 

to 
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tot hhn, a (ration evtr memorable, a* the firli where he recdv. 
eared a portioii of tint tranquillity of mind, to which he tiad 
been- a ftranger evet fince hii arrival at Mafuafc. 

On the 26th, at (even in the morning! they left their moft 
pleafont quarters under the tree, and fee forward with great 
alacrity* About a quarter of a mile from the river they 
eroded the end of the plain Zarai. Though this is but three 
miles long, and one where broadeft, it was the largeft plain, 
they had feen fince their paffing Taranta, whofe top was now 
corered wholly with large, black, and very heavy clouds, from 
which they hear«i and faw frequent peals of thunder, and vio- 
lent ftreams of lightning. This plain was fown partly with 
wheat, and partly with Indian corn ; the firft was cut down, 
the other not yet ripe. 

About half after eleven, they encamped under a 1 mountain, 
on the top of which is a village called Hadawi, the feat of the 
Baharnagafli. * That nobleman vifited our traveller in his 
tent, and was the firft Abyffinian whom he had feen on horfe- 
back. He afked Mr. Brace whether be had ever feen hqrfes 
before, and defcribed their qualities in fuch a manner as could 
have given no diftincl; ideas of their character to a perfon un- 
acquainted with the fpecies. A goat and fift£ cakes of tefF 
bread were procured from him. For feveral different arti- 
cles, in value about 12I. fterling, Mr. Bruce bought of him a 
black horfe that pleafed him. But when the, horfe was to be 
delivered, after the price had' been paid, the Baharnagafh of. 
fered in his Head an old brown one, blind of an eye. Mr. Bruce 
and bis friends remonflrated ; and after attempting in vain to 
put them off with fome pitiful pretences and excufes, the fel- 
ler produced the black horfe for which our traveller had 
bargained* He called him Mirza, and found in him a com- 
panion who contributed always to his pleafore, and more 
than once to. his Ctfety, and was of considerable uie in gain- 
ing him the notice of the Abyffinian monarch. ' The Bahar- 
nagafli was, in the end, well pleafed with his bargain. Mr, 
Bruce made him fome prefents. He made himfelf drunk 
with hydromel at our traveller's tent. His charatter was 
ftrongly marked with fimpltcity and bufibnery : but he was a 
man of great per fonal bravery, and- aftef wards died fighting 
for bis foyerelgn, in the battle of Serbraxos. . 
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On the 27th they left Hadawi continuing their journey 
dowit a very fteep and narrow path between too ftonny hills ; 
then afcended one ftill higher, upon the top of which ftands 
the Jarge village of Goumbubba, whence they had a profpedt 
over a confider able plain all Town with the different grain this 
country produces, wheat, barley, teff, and tocuflb j fimfira 
(or fefame) and nook \ the' lad is ufed for oil. 

At five o'clock in the afternoon they had a violent dower 
of halftones. Nothing is more common than aggravation 
about the fize of hail ; but, (looping to take up one, Mr. 
Bruce thought as large as a nutmeg, he received .a blow from 
another juft under his eye, which he imagined had blinded 
him, and which occafioned a fwelling all the next day. 

J'afine, during the four days Mr. Bruce had (laid at a place 
ed Kello, had told him his whole hi (lory. It feems he had 
been fettled in a province of Abyffinia, near to.Sennaar, call- 
ed Ras el feel j had married Abd el Jilleel, the Shekh'a 
daughter ; -but, growing more popular than his father-in-law, 
he had been perfecuted by him, and obliged to leave the Conn* 
try. He began now to form hopes, that, if Mr. Bruce was 
well received, as he faw, in all appearance, he was to be, he 
might, by Ijis intereft, be appointed to his father-in-law's 
place $ especially if there was war, as every thing feemed to 
indicate. Abd el Jilleel was a coward, and incapable of 
making himfelf of perfonal Value to any party. On the con- 
trary, Yafine was a tried man, an excellent horfeman, flrong, 
active, and of known courage, having been twice with the 
late king Yafous in his invasions of Sennaar, and both times 
much wounded there. 

On the 5th of December, they began firft to fee the high 
mountains of Adowa, nothing referobltng in fhape to thofe of 
Europe, nor, indeed, any other country. Their fides were 
all perpendicular rooks, high, like fleeples, or obeliiks, and 
broken into a thoufand different forms. 

They next paned the Mareb, which is the boundary be* 
tween Tigre and the Baharnagaib, on this fide. It runs over 
a bed of foil > is large, deep,- and fmooth ; but, upon rain 

falling! 
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falling, it is more dangerous to pafs than any river in Abyf- 
finia, on account of the frecjuent holes in its bottom. They 
then entered the narrow plain of Yeeha, wherein runs the 
small river, which either gives its name to, or takes it from it* 

At eleven o'clock, they refted by the fide of the mountain 
whence the river falls. All the villages that had been built 
here bore the marks of the juftice of the governor of Tigre, 
They had been long the moft incorrigible banditti in the pro- 
vince. He fur rounded them in one night, burnt their houfes, 
extirpated the inhabitants, and would never fuffer any one 
fmce to fettle there. 

On Wednefday the 6th of December, they again proceeded 
on their journey, and in about three hours travelling on a 
>ery pieafant road, over eafy hills and through hedge-rows of 
jefTamine, honeyfuckles, and many kinds of flowering fhrubs, 
they arrived at Ado wa, where once refided Michael Suhul, 
governor of Tigre. 

Adowa is fituated on the declivity of a hill, on the weft 
lide of a fmall plain, furrounded every where by mountains. 
This plain is watered by three rivulets, which are never ,dry 
in the mid ft of fummer. There are fifli in thefe three ihreams, 
but none of them remarkable for their fize, quantity, or good- 
nefs. The bell are thole of Mai Gogua, a clear and pieafant 
rivulet, running very violently and with great noife. There 
are many- agreeable ipots to the fouth eaft of the convent, on 
the banks of this river, which are thick-Jhaded with wood 
and bufhes. 

Adowa confifts of about 300 houfes, and occupies a much 
larger fpace than would be thought necefiary for thefe to 
{land on, by reafon that each houfe has an enclofure round it 
of hedges and trees 5 the laft chiefly the wanzey. The num- 
ber of thefe trees fo planted in all the towns, fcreen them fo, 
that, at a diftance, they appear To many woods. Adowa was 
not formerly the capital of Tigre, but has accidentally be* 
come fo upon the acceffion of this governor, whofe property 
or paternal eftate, lay in and about it. His man (ion -houfe is 
not diilinguflhed from any of the others in the town, unlets 
s . by 



QQ$ NARRATIVE Of 

by its frie; Itii fitaated upon the top of the hftl, and refera- 
ble* a prifon rather than a palace ; for there are, in air^abotit 
|c, above three hundred perfonsin irons, fame of whom have 
been then? tor t weitty yeaes, meftiy with- a view to extort 
money from them j .and, what is the iftoft unhappy, even 
when they have paid the fum of money which he alks, they 
io not get their deliverance from his naerciiefs hands : mbft 
of them are kept in cages like wild beafts, and treated every 
Way fa* the fame manner. 

What deservedly interefted our traveller* rooft was, the 
appearance of their kind and hofpitable landlord Jannu He 
had fent fervants to conduit them from the pafiage of the 
river, and met them hiraJetfat the outer door of his Inrafe. 
|fav Bruce fays, he does not remember to have feen a more 
respectable figure* He bad his own most White hair, covered 
with a thin muftin turban, a thick well-fhaped beard, as white 
as fnow, down to v his waift. tie was clothed in the Abyf- 
(inian drefs, all of white cotton, only he bad a red ftlk fafli > 
embroidered with gold, about his waift, and fan dais on his 
feet : his upper garment reached down* to his ankles. He 
had a number ef (ervawts and flaves about him of both fexes ; 
and, when Mr. Bruce approached him, he feemed difpnfed to 
receive him with marks of humility and inferiority, which 
mortified him much, considering the obligations he was under 
to him, the trouble be had given, *ad was unavoidably fHH 
to give him. Mr. Bruce embraced him with great acknowl- 
edgments of kindnefs- and gratitude, calling him father ; a 
title he always ufed in fyeaking either to hmi or offnm after- 
wards, when he was in higher fortune, which he conftantly 
remembered with great pleafure. 

He condnfted them through a court-yard planted with jef- 
famine, to a very neat, and,, at the fame time, large room> 
furnimed with a (ilk. fbfa : the floor was covered with Per- 
fian carpets and cuihions. All round, flowers and green- leaves 
were ftrewed upon the outer-yard y and the windows and 
lides of the roan* f hick full of evergreens, in commemoration 
of the Cbriftmas feftival that was at hand. Mr. Bruce flop- 
ped at the entrance of this room ; for his feet were both dir- 
ty and bloody and it is not good breeding toiuow or fpeak 

of 



fcR'lTC**? T-ftA'VB-IfJk to* 

tf your feet in Abyffinia, efpecially if any thing ails them ? 
and, at all times; they are covered. Janni immediately 
perceived the wounds that were upon his feet. Both their, 
clothes and flefli were torn to pieces at Taranta,.andfev~ 
eral other places j but he thought they had. come on 
mules furniflied them by the Nay be. For the young man 
Mr. Bruce had fent to him from Kello, following the genius 
of his countrymen, though telling truth was juft as profitable 
to him as lying, had choTen the latter, and feeing the horfe he. 
had got from the Baharnagafh, had figured in his own imag- 
ination a multitude of others, and told Janni that there were, 
with Mr. Bruce, horfes, afles, and mules in great plenty j.fo 
that when Janni faw them paffing the water, he took our 
traveller for a fervant, and expected for feveral mimites-to 
lee the fplinded company arrive, well mounted upon horfeaj 
and mules caprifoned. 

4 

He was fo (hocked at Mr. Bruce's faying that he performed, 
this terrible journey on foot, that heburftinto tears, uttering 
a thoufand reproaches again ft the Naybe for his heard- hear t- : 
ednefsand ingratitude, as he had twice, he faid, hindered. 
Michael from going in perfon and fweeping the Naybe from 
the face of the earth. Water was immediately procured to 
wafh their feet. And here began another contention : Janni 
infilled upon doing this bimfelf, which made Mr. Brace run, 
out into the yard, and declare he would not fufler it* After 
this, the like difpute took place among the lervants. It was 
always a ceremony in Abyfinia, to walh the feet of thofe that 
come from Cairo, and who were underftood to have peen pil- 
grims at Jerufalem* 

This >was no fooner fiaifhed, than a great dinner was 

brought, exceedingly well drefled. But no confideration on 

entreaty could prevail upon their kind landlord to fit downs 

and partake with them. He would ftand all the time, with 

a clean towel in his hand, though he had plenty of fervants ; 

and afterwards dined with fome vifitors, who had come out 

of curiofity, to lee a man arrived from fo far. It was long 

before Mr. Bruce cured his kind landlord of thefe refpeclfui 

obfervances, which troubled him very much ', nor could Jan* 

ni wholly ever git rid of (hem* 

Adowa 
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Adowa fa the feat of a very valuable manufacture of coar& 
" itofton cjoth 1 , which circulates all over Abyffinia,inftead of fil- 
ler money ; each web fa fix teen peek long, of <me and three 
fourths wide, their value a pataka j that is, ten for the ounce 
df gold'. The houfes in AdoWa are all of rough (tone, cement- 
ed with mud inftead of mortar. That of lime Is not tffed 
but at Gondar; where it is very bad. The roofs are in the 
form of cones, and thatched with a reedy fort of graft", foine- 
* thing thicker than wheat ftf aw. Excepting a few (pots raken 
notice of as they came to AdoWa, this was the onry part of 
Tigre. where there was foil fufficient to yield cdrfl \ the whole* 
of the province befides was one entire rock. 

At Adowa, and all the neighbourhood, they have three 
bervefl* annually. The firft feed time is in July and Auguft j 
it is the principal one for wheat, which they then foW in the 
middle of the rains. In the fame feafon they fow tocufib, 
teff, and barley. From the 20th of November, they reap firft 
their barley, then. their wheat, and )afr of all their teff. la 
the room of thefe, they few immediately upon the fame 
ground, without any manure, barley, which they reap inv 
February ; and then often fow teff, but more frequently a 
kmd of veitcb, or pea, called Shimbra : thefe are cut down 
before the firft rains, which are in April. With all thefe ad- 
vantages of triple hervefts, which coll no fallowing, weeding, 
manure of other expensive procefles, the farmer in Abyffim* 
i* always poor and mUeraMe* 

The. cattle roam at d iteration through the mountains* The 
herdfmen fet fire to the grafs, bent, and brufhwood, before 
the rains, and an amazing verdure immediately follows. As 
the mountains are very Keep and broken, goats are, chiefly 
the flocks that graae Upon them* It is not the extreme 
height bf tbe mountains in Atyffinia that occafiona fuvprtte, 
- but the number ot them, and the extraordinary forms they 
pre&at to the eye. Some of them are flat, thfa, and fquare* 
inihapeof hearthftone, or flab* that fcarce would item to* 
have baft fufficient to refift the action of the wind** Some 
are like pyramids, others like obeli&s or pfifMs, a«d fome, 
the mod extraordinary of all tbe reft, pyramids pitched up- 
on their points, with their bafe, uppermoft) which, if it were 

po&ble, 
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ptfRhfc, «s it is Wh they cpujd have been fb formed in the 
beginning, w»Jild be (kong pbjeftion* to our received idea* 
of gravity. ...'-*" 

On the *otb of January 1779, Mi*. Bruce vifited the remain* 
of the Jefnits convent of Freinona. It is bnilt uppn the eye» 
ridge of a very high hill, in the middle of a large plain, pn tb? 
oppofite fide of which ftands Adowa, ft rifes from the eaft tq 
the we#, and^ends in a precipice on the eaft j it is ajfo verg 
fleep to the np*$b, an*I flopes gently down to the plain on tfyj 
Jpotfe, The convent is, a^out a mile in circumference, fyrilK 
fubftantially with Rones, which are cemented with lime jpor* 
tar. It has tpwers ip the flanks aticl angles ; and, notwitjij 
Handing the ill ufage it has fuffered, the walls reniain JUg, 
entire tq th£ height of twenty-five fetet. It is divided into 
three, b^tfe* croft walls of equal height. The n># divifioi* 
&MISL to frave been deftined for the convent, the iniddle fpp 
the church, and the third divjfipn is feparaftd frog* tbift J>24t 
wail, and fiands upon a precipice. 

The kia^peft, hoipitaliry, and fatherly car£ of Janni never 
ceafed a moment. He. had already reprefented Mr. Bruce i$ 
the mod favourable light to the Iteghe,' or queen-mother* 
(wljofe fervant he had tpng been,,) to her daughter Osorp £ft- 
her, and Qzprp Atlafli ; and, abovp all, to JVlisbael, w*tfc 
Whom his influence \^as very great ; and, indeed^ Jto every 
body he had W weight wtth, kfis own countrymen, Greeks. 
Ajbyjomans, and JYJahpnietans j and, as they afterwards found # 
he had raifed th$ir curiofity to a great,pi$ch f 

Ontjier^b, pur travellers fet out from Adowa, refuming 
their jpurney to Gonda* ; and, .on the rjth, in the morning, 
they afcended one of tjjpfe hills, through a very rough, ftonny 
road, and again came into the plain .wherein flood Axum,* 
once the capital of Abyffinia. The ruins of Axum are very 
extenfive 5 but, like the cities of ancient times, confift alto- 
gether of public buildings. In one fquare, whjch Mr.; Bruce 
apprehended to have been the centre of the tpwn, there are 
forty. ofceiiu>, q<in.e pjf w^cJiVh^ve any hieroglyphics iipp^, 

Axum „ 
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Axum is watered by a fmall dream, which flows all the 
year from a fountain in the narrow valley, where Hand the 
rows of obelHks. The (pring is received into a magnificent 
bafon of 150 feet fquare, and thence it is carried, at plea fu re, 
to water the neighbouring gardens, where there is little fruit, 
excepting pomegranates ; neither are thefe very excellent. 
The prefent town of Axum (lands at the foot of the hill, and 
may have about fix hundred houfes. There are feveral man- 
ufactures of coarfe cotton cloth ; and here too the bed parch- 
ment is made of goats' (kins, which is the ordinary employ- 
ment of the monks. On the 19th of January, by a meridian 
iltitude of the fun, and a mean of feveral altitudes of Oars 
by night, Mr. Bruce -found the latitude of Axum to be 14° 6f 
£6' * north. 

On the morning of the 20th of January, Mr. Bruce left Ax* 
um ; the road was at fir (I fufficiently even, through fmall v al- 
lies and meadows : they began to afcend gently, but through 
a road exceedingly difficult in itfelf, by reafon of large ilonea 
(landing on edge, or heaped one upon another ; apparently 
the remains of an old large caufeway, part of the magnificent 
works about Axum, 

The laft part of the journey made ample amends for the 

difficulties and fatigue they had fullered in the beginning. 

For the road, on every fide, was perfumed with a variety of 

flowering (hrubs, chiefly different fpecies of jeftamine ; one, 

hi particular, of thefe, called agam, impregnated the whole 

air with the mod delicious odour, and covered the fmall hills 

through which they paffed, in fuch profufipu, that they were, 

at times, almoft overcome with its fragrance. The country 

all round had now the mod beautiful appearance ; and this 

was heightened" by the fined of weather, and a temperature 

•f air neither too hot nor too cold. 

«52 StZfT£f h **l° a fight of the f uins of thi8 

driving a C I u \ Abyffin,a ' l ^ c Y overtook three travellers 

their (houldm *57 ^ 5 th * y had black S oat to u P° n 

refpe& irW'b? !l?T a ? d ih1elc!8 in th ™ hand8 > in othcr 
r Tcre out thinly clothed ; they appeared to be fol- 

diers. 
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ttiers. The. cow did not feem to be fatted for killing ; and it 
occurred to our travellers that it had been ftolen. This, bow* 
ever, was not their bufinefs j nor was fuch an occurrence at all 
remarkable in a country fo long engaged in war. They faw 
that their attendants attached themfelves in a particular man- 
ner to the three foldiers who were driving the cow, and held a 
fhort conversation with them. Soon after, the drivers fudden- 
\y tripped up the cow, and gave the poor animal a very rude 
fall upon the ground, which was but the beginning of her fuf- 
ferings. One of them fat acrofs her neck holding down her 
head by the horns, the other twitted the halter about her fore- 
feet ;' while the third, who had a knife in bis hand, to Mn 
Bruce's very great furprife, in place of taking her by the 
throat, got airride upon her belly before her hind legs, and 
gave a very deep wound in the up*Eer part of her buttock. 
From the time Mr. Bruce had feen them throw the beaft 
upon the ground, he had rejoiced, thinking that, when 
three people were killing a cow, they mu(l have agreed to 
fell part of her to them 5 and he was much difappointed upon 
hearing the Abyffinians fay, that they were to pafs the river to 
the other fide, and not encamp where ha intended. Upon 
Mr. Bruce's propofing they mould bargain for part of the 
cow, hjs men anfwered that they had already learned in con- 
verfation, that they were not then to kill her ; that {he was 
not wholly theirs, and they could not fell her. This awaken- 
ed Mr. Bruce's curiofity ; he let his people go forward, and 
(laid himfelf, till he faw, with the utmoft aftonifliment, two 
pieces, thicker and longer than our ordinary beef flakes, cut 
out of the higher part of the buttock of the beaft. How it 
.was done, he cannot pofitively fay ; becaufe, judging the cow 
was to be killed from the moment he faw the knife drawn, he 
was not anxious to view that cataftrophe, which was by no 
means an object pf curiofity : whatever way it was done, it 
furely was adroitly, and the two pieces were ipread upon the 
. outfide of one of their ftjields. 

One of then} {till continued holding the head, while the 
other two- were butted in curing the wound. This too was 
done not in an ordinary manner ; the fkin which had cover- 
ed the flefii which was taken away was left entire, flapped 

$ over 
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•ver the wound, and was fattened to the correfponding part 
by two or more fmall fkewers, or pins. Whether they had put 
any thing under the fkin, between that and the wounded flefh, 
Mr. Bruce cannot tell $ but at the river fide where they were, 
they had prepared a cataplafm of clay, with Which they cov- 
ered the wound j they then forced the amimal to rife, and 
drove it on before them, to furnifh them with a fuller meal 
when they fhouid meet their companions in the evening* 

Mr. Bruce could not but admire a dinner fotruely foldier- 
like, nor did he ever fee fo commodious a manner of carry- 
ing provifions along on the road as this was. He naturally 
•attributed this to neceffity, and the love of expedition. It 
.was a liberty, tohefure, taken jvith Chriflianity ; but what 
tranfgreffion is not warranted to a foldier, when diftrefled by 
his enemy in the field ? He could not as yet conceive that 
this was the ordinary banquet of citizens, and even of priefls 
throughout all this country. In the hofpitable, humane houfe 
of Janni, thefe living feafts had never appeared. It is true 
.they had feen raw meat, but no part of an animat torn from 
.it with the blood* The firft ftiocked them as uncommon, but 
the other as impious. 

On the 20th, they pitched their tent in a fmall plain, by the 
banks of a quick clear running ftream ; the fpot is called Mai 
Shum. A peafant had made a very neat little garden on both 
fides of the rivulet, in which he had fown abundance of onions 
and garlic ; and he had a fpecies of pumpkin, which Mr. 
Bruce thought was little inferior to a melon, "fhis man , 
guefled by their arms and horfes that they were hunters ; and 
he brought them a prefent of the fruits of his garden, and 
begged their affiftance, againft a mimber of wild boars, which 
carried havock and defolation through all his labours, marks 
-of which were, indeed, too -vifible every where* Such in- 
stances of indnftry are very rare in this country, and demand- 
ed encouragement. Mr. Bruce- paid him, therefore, for his 
greens ; and fent two of his feryaats with him into the wood, 

and got on horfeback himfelf. Mirza, his horfe, indeed, as 

• well as his matter, had recruited greatly during their flay at 

Adowa, under the hospitable roof of their good friend Janni. 

Amongft 
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Amongft them they killed five boars, all large ones, in the 
fj>ace of about two hour*; one. of which meafured fix feet -; 
nine inches- ; and though he ran at an amazing fpeed near 
two miles, fo as to be with difficulty overtaken by the horfe,. 
and was ftruck through- and through with two heavy lances, 
loaded at the end' with iron, no perfoir dared to come near 
him on foot, and he defended himfelf above half an hoar, till, 
having no lances left, Mr. Bruce (hot him with a- horfe pif- / 
tol. But the misfortune was, that after their hunting had been 
crowned with fuch fuccefs, they did not dare to partake of 
the excellent venifon they had acquired ; for the Abyffin- 
tans hold pork of all kinds in the utmoA deteftation ; and 
our traveller was now become cautious,, left be mould give 
offence, being at no great distance from the capital- 

In the courfe of their journey, Mr. Bruce heard a -cry from 
his fervants, " Robbers ! Robbers !" He inf mediately got up- 
on his mv\e r to learn what alarm this might be, and faw, to 
his great furprife, part of his baggage ftrewed on the ground, 
thefervants running, fome leading, others on foot driving 
fuch of their mules as* were unloaded befbre^them j in a word 
every thing hvthegreateft confufion poffibte. Having got to 
the edge of the wood, they faced >a bout, and began to pre- 
pare their fire-arm* j but, as Mr. Bruce faw the king's two 
iervantt, and the man that Janni fent with them endeavoring 
all they could to pitch the tent, he forbade them to fire, till 
they (hould receive orders- from him. Mr. Bruce now rode 
immediately up to the tent, and in his way was faluted from 
amongft the buflies with many ftones; one of which gave him 
a violent blow upon the foot. Xt the fame inftant, he re- 
ceived another blow with a final! unripe pumpkin, juft upon 
the belly, where be was- ftrongly defended by the coarfe cot- 
ton cloth wrapped feveral times about him by way of faTh 
or girdle* As robbers fight with other arms than pumpkins, 
when Mr. Bruce faw this fall at his feet,, he was no longer 
under apprehenfion. 

Notwithftanding this difagreeable reception, our traveller . 
advanced towards them, crying out, they were friends, and 
Itas Michael's friends j an4 delired only tofpeak to them* 

and 
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and he would give them what they wanted. A few (tones 
were the only anfwer j but they did no hurt. Mr. Bruce 
then gave Yafrne his gun, thinking that might have given of- 
fence. The top of the tent being now up, two men came 
forward making great complaints, but of what he did not un- 
der ftand ; only that they feemed to accufe our travellers of 
having wronged them. In ffcort they found the matter was 
this; one of the Moors had taken a heap of itraw, which he 
was carrying to his afs, and the proprietor, at feeing this, had 
alarmed the village. Every body had taken -lances and 
fhields; but, not daring to approach, for fear of the fire-arms, 
they had contented themfelves with Jhoweripg (tones from 
their hiding places, at a diftance from among the buihes. Our 
travellers immediately told them, however, that though, as> 
the king's guefts, they had a title to be furniflied with what 
was neceffary, yet, if they were averfe to it, they were very 
well content to pay for ever thing they furnifhed, both for 
their men and beads $ but that they mull throw no ftones, 
other wife they fbould defend themfelves. 

The tent being now pitched, and every thing in order, a 
treaty foon -followed. They confented to fell them what 
tbey wanted, but at extravagant prices ;. which, however, 
, Mr. Bruce was content to comply with. But a man of the 
village, acquainted with one of the king's fervants, had com- 
municated to him, that the pretence of the Moor's taking the 
ftraw, was not really the reafon of the uproar, for they, made 
no ufe of it except to burn ; but, that a report had been 
fpread abroad, that an a&ion had happened between Fafil 
and Has Michael, in which the latter had been defeated, and 
the country no longer in fear of the Ras, had indulged them* 
felves in their ufual exceties j and,_ taking them for a caravan 
of Mahometans with merchandize," had refolved to rob them, 

* 

On the 22d, they arrived at the town of Sire, arid pitched 
their tent in a ftrong fituation, in a very deep galley, on the 
Weft extremity of the town. 

Sire, the province properly fo called* reaches from Axum 
to the Tacazee. The town of Sire is fituatecf on the brink of 
a very fteep narrow valley, and through this the road lies, 

which 
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*4itcn-is almoft impaflable. In the mid ft of this valley runs 
a brook, bordered with palm trees, fome of which are grown 
to a considerable fize, but bear no fruit. The town is larger 
than that of Axum j it is in form of a half. moon, fronting the 
plain ; but its greateft breadth is at the weft end ; all the houfes 
are of clay, and thatched ; the roofs are in form of cones, a* 
indeed, are all in Abyffinia. Sire is famous for a manufacture 
of c oar fe cotton cloths, which pafs for current money, 
through all the province of Tigre,, and are valued at a. drachm, 
the tenth part of a wakea of gold, or near the value of an 
imperial dollar each ; .their breadth is a yard -and a quarter* 
Befides thefe,. beads, needles, cohol, and incenfe, at times only, 
are confidered as. money, The articles depend greatly on 
cjiance, which or whether any are current for the time Or not; 
but the latter is often demanded ; and, /or. the firft, there are 
modes and fafliions among thefe barbarians,. and all, except 
thole of a certain colour and form, are ufelefs. Thefe peo- 
pie were not of a humour to buy and fell with rhem. They 
were not perfectly fatisfied that Michael was alive, and wait- 
ed only a confirmation of the news of his defeat, to make 
their own terms with all Grangers unfortunate enough to fall 
into their hands. On the other hand, our travellers were in 
pofleffion of fuperior force; and, knowing their inclinations, 
they treated them pretty much in the manner they would 
have done by them; Mr. Bruce, on the 22d of January, deter- 
mined the latitude of Sire to be 14 9 4 r 35" north, and its. 
longitude to be 38° o' 15? eaft of the meridian of Green* 
^wiclu 

Although Sire is Jituatedtfn one of the fineft countries in* 
the world, like other places, it has. its inconveniences. Pu- 
trid fevers, of the very worft kind; are almoft conftant here 5 
and there did then actually reign a fpecies of thefe, that daily 
fwept away a number of people. 

At Sire, our travellers heard the good news that Ras Mi- 
chael j on the join of this month, had come up with Fafil at 
>Fagitta, and entirely difperfed hi* army, after killing 10,000 
men. This account, though not confirmed by any authority, ' 
itruck all the mutinous:: of this province with awe -, and ev. 
' S* ery 
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try man returned to his^ duty for fear of fncurring the dl£ 
pleafure of this (evere governor, which they well knew 
would inftantly be followed by more than an adequate por- 
tion of vengeance, efpecially againft thofe that had not accom- 
panied hint to the field* 

On the 24th, they (truck their tent at Sire, and pafled through 
A vaft plain. All this day they could difcern no mountains, 
as for as eye could reach, but only fome few detached hills, 
Handing feparate on the plain, covered with high graft, Which 
they were then burning, to produce new with the iirft rains* 
The country to the north is altogether flat, and perfe&ly 
open ; and though they could not difcover one village this 
day, yet it feemed to be well inhabited, from the many peo- 
ple they fawbn different parts of the plain, fome at harveft* 
and fome herding their cattle* 

On the 26th, onr travellers met a deferter from Ras Mi* 
chad's army, with his firelock upon his (boulder, driving be- 
fore him two miferable girls about ten years old, (lark-naked* 
and alraoft faraiftied to death, the part of the booty which 
had fallen to his (hare, in laying wade the country of Maitfha, 
after the battle. They aiked him of the truth of this news, 
but he would give them no fatisfa&ion > fometimes he fahi 
there had been a battle, fometimes none. He apparently had 
fome diftruft, that one or other of the facts being allowed to 
be true, might determine them as to fome defign they might 
have upon him and his booty. He had not, in their opinion* 
the air of a conquerer, but rather of a coward that had fneak- 
ed away, and ftolen thefe two miferable wretches he bad with 
him. Mr. Bruce aiked where Michael was ? if at Bure ? 
where, upon defeat of Fafil, he naturally would be. He faid, 
No ; he was at Ibaba, the capital of Maitfha } and this gave our 
travellers no light, it being the jflace he would go to before, 
while detachments of his army might be employed in burning 
and laying waftethe country of the enemy he had determined 
to ruin, rather than return to ft* fome time' after the battle* 
At laft they were obliged to leave him. . Mr. Bruce gate him 
fome dour and tobacco, both which he took very thankfully* 
but further intelligence he wpuld jitft give. 

The 
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The banks of the Tacazza, prefent z beautiful pro{pe% 
On the edge of the water, they are fringed with tamarifks. 
Behind thefe, grow tail ftraight trees, which feem to have 

! gained additional ftrength from having long refilled the vio- 
ence 6f the dream* They are covered through the whole 
^ear with fruits, flowers, or foliage. One fpecies among them; 
however, the Bohabab, or Dooma, drops its leaves. It is the 
largeft tree in Abyffinia. Its trunk is never very tail j it ta- 
pers, but not beautifully, from top to bottom ; it has the ap- 
pearance of a large cannon, and moots out a multitude of 
fir on g branches, all of which form fmall acute angles with 
the trunk. Its fruit is of the fize of a melon, and of a- pleaf- 
ant, fubacid tafte. The wood is foft and fpungy, the wild 
bees perforate the trunk, and depofit their honey in their 
holes* 

On the 30th, our travellers encamped at Addergy, near 
a fmall rivulet called Mai-Lumi, the river of limes, or lem- 
ons, in a plain fcarce a mile fquare, furrounded on each 
fide with very thick wood, 'in form of an amphitheatre* 
Above this wood, are bare, rugged, and barren mountains. 
Midway in the cliff is a miferable village, that ieems rather 
to hang than to ftand there, fcarce a yard of level ground 
being before It to hinder its inhabitants from falling down 
the precipice. The wood is full of lemons and wild citrons, 
from 'Which it acquires its name. Before the tent, to the 
Weft ward, was a very deep valley, which terminated this 
little plain in a tremendous precipice. 

The hyaenas this night devoured one of-tbe be"ft of our 
travellers* mules. They are here in great plenty, and fo are 
lions: the roaring. and grumbling of the latter, in, the part 
of the wood neareft their tent, greatly ditturbed > their beafls, 
and prevented them from eating their provender. 

* 

Mr. Bruce lengthened the firings of his tent, and placed 
the beads between them. The white ropes, and the tremu- 
lous motion made by the impreffion of the wind, frightened 
the lions from coming near them. They had procured from 
Janni two fmall brafs. • bells, fuch as the mules carry, and 
had tied tbefe to the Itorm firings of the tent, where their 

noife, 
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aoife, no doubt, greatly contributed to tbe fafety of their 
beads, from thefe ravenous, yet cautious animals, fo tnat 
they never faw them ; but the noife they made, and, per- 
haps, their fmell, fo terrified the mules, that, inthemorh- 
ing, they were drenched in fweat, as if they had been » 
long journey. The bruiifli hyaena was not fo to bf deterred* 
Mr. Br ace (hot one of them dead on the night of the 31 ft of 
January; and, on the 2d of February, he fired at another, 
fo near, that he was confident of killing him. Whether the 
balls had fallen out, or that he had really miffed him with 
the firft barrel, he knew not, but he gave a fnarl and a kind 
of bark upon the firft (hot, advancing dire&ly upon him, as 
if unhurt. , 

The fecond (hot, however, took place, and laid hint 
without motion on the ground. "Yafine and his men killed 
smother with a pike ; and fiich was their determined cooluefs, 
that they (talked round about our travellers. with the famili- 
arity of a dog, or fbme other domeitic animal brought 
up with man. 

They were ftill more, incommoded by a fmaller animal, 
a large black ant, little lefs than an inch long, which, com- 
ing out from under the ground, demoliflied their carpets, 
which they cut all into fhreds, and part of the lining of 
their tent likewife, and' every bag or fack they could find. 
Their bite caufes a confiderable inflammation, and the pain 
is greater than that which arifes from the bite of a fcorpion $ 
they are called gundan. 

The Shum, on the firft of February, Tent his people to 
value, as he faid, their merchandise, that they might pay cuf- 
tom. Many of the Moors, in their caravan, had left them to 
go a near way to Huaza. Mr. Bruce bad at mod five or fix 
afTes, including thofe belonging to Yafine. He humoured them 
lb far, as to open the cafes where were the telefcopes and 
quadrant ; or, inded, rather (hewed them open, as they were 
not (hut, from the obfervation he had been making. They 
could only wonder at things they had never before feen. On 
the 2d of February, the Shum came himfelf, and a .violent al- 
tercation cnfbcdi He infifted upon Michael's defeat .- Mr. 

~ - " " Bruce- 
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Bruce told him the contrary news were true, and begged hhh. 
to beware, left it mould be told to the Ras upon his return', 
that he had propagated fuch a falsehood. He told him aifo, 
that they had advice, that tlie RaYs fervants were now wait- 
iug for them at Lamalmon, and infilled upon his fuffering 
them to depart, . - . 

After much altercation with the Shorn, on the. 4th of Feb- 
ruary in the morning, they left Addergy. While employed 
in making ready for their departure, which was juft at the 
dawn- of day, a hyaena, unfeen by any. of them, fattened 
upon one of Ya fine's afles, and had almoft pulled his tail away* 
Mr. Bruce was butted at gathering the tent-pins into a fack, 
and had placed his muiket and bayonet ready againft a tree, 
as it is at that hour, and the clofe of the evening, yon are al- 
ways to be on your guard againft banditti.* A boy, who was 
fervantto Yafine, faw the hjtena firft, and flew to Mr. 
Bruce's muiket. Yafine was disjoining the poles of the tent, 
and, having one half, of the largeft in his hand, he ran to the 
affiftance of hisafs, and in that moment, the muiket went. 
off, luckily charged o'nly with one ball, which gave Yafine a 
fleih wound between the thumb' and forefinger of his left 
hand. The boy inftantljr threwV down the mufket, Which 
had terrified the hyaena, a*nd made him let go the afs j but he 
* flood ready to fight tfafitiey who, hot amufing hiihfelf with 
the choice of weapons, gave him fbrtfdea blow with the tent- 
pole upon his head, that it felled him to the ground j others, 
with pikes, put an end to his life. They were now oblig- 
ed to turn their cares towards the Wotinded. Yafine's wound 
was foon feen to be a trifle ; befides, he was a man not eafily 
alarmed on fuch occafions. But the poor afs was not fo eafily 
comforted. The flumps remained, the tail hanging by a 
piece of it, which they were obliged, to. cut off. The next 
operation was a&ual cautery, but, as they had made no 
bread for breakfaft, their fire had been early out. The 
therefore were obliged to tie the (lump round with a whip- 
cord, till they could get. fire, enough to heat an iron. 

• \ 

What fufficiently marked the voracity of thefe beads, tlie 

' hyaenas, was, that the bodies of their dead companions* 

which our travellers hauled a long way from them, and left 

. there, 
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were fpread abroad about the fuccefs of the campaign* Thefe 
people only waited for an unfavourable event to make a 
pretence for robbing travellers of every thing they had. Xhe 
perfons wbofe right it was to levy • thefe contributions were 
two, a father and fon ; the old man was drafted very decently, 
(poke little, but fmoothly, and had a very good carriage. 
He profeiTcd a violent hatred to all Mahometans, on ac- 
count of their religion ; a fentiment which feemed to promife 
nothing favourable to their friend Y a fine and his companions ; 
but, in. the, evening, the fon, who feemed to be the attive 
man, came to their tent, and brought them a quantity of bread 
and bouza, which his father had ordered before. He feemed 
to be much taken with our traveller's fire-arms, and was very 
inquifitive, about them. Mr. Bruce gave him every fort of 
fatisfaftion ; and, little by little, faw he might win his heart 
entirely ; which be very much wiflied to do, that he might 
free his companions from bondage. 

The young man, it feems, was a good foldfer ; and, hav- 
ing been in feveral actions under Ras Michael, as. i'ufileer, 
he brought his gim; and infifted on (hooting at marks* Mr. 
Bruce humoured him in this ; but as he ufed a riflp Which he 
did not uuderftand,' he found himfelf overmatched, efpeci- 
ally by the greatneftof the range, for he ihot ftraight enough. 
He then (hewed him the manner they (hot flying, there being 
quails in abundance, and wiW pigeons, of which he killed 
feveral on wing, which left htm in the utmoft aftoniJbment. 
Having got on horfeback, Mr. Bruce next went through the 
exercife of the Arabs, with a long fpear and a fhort javelin. 
. This was more within his comprehend on, as he had feen 
fomething like it $ but he was wonderfully taken with the 
fierce and fiery appearance of his horfe, and and at the fame 
time'with his docility, the form of his faddle, bridle, and 
accoutrements. He threw at laft the fandals off his feet, 
twifted his upper garment into his girdle, and fet off at to 
furious a rate, that Mr. Bruce could not help doubting whe- 
ther he was in4iis fober underftand ipg* It was not long till 
'. he came back, and with him a man-fervant, carrying a 
« Jheep and a goat, and a woman carrying ajar of honey- wine* 
Mr, Bruce had not yet quitted the horfe > and when be faw> 

what 
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what his intention was, he pat Mirza to a gallop, and, 
with one of the barrels of the gun, (hot a pigeon, and iramc 
diately fired the other into the ground. There was nothing 
after this that could have furprifed him, and it was repeated 
feveral times at his delire ; after which he went into the tent, 
where he invited himfelf to Mr. Bruce's houfe at Gondar. 
There he was to teach him every thing he had feen. They 
now fwore perpetual friendihip ; and a horn or two of hy- 
dromel being emptied, Mr. Brnce introduced the cafe of 
his fellow-travellers, and obtained a promife that they (houW 
have leave to fet out together. He would, moreover, take 
no awide, and faid he would be favourable in his report to. 
Gondar. 

Matters were Co far advanced, when a fervant of Michael's 
arrived, fent by Petros, Janni's brother, who had obtained 
him from Ozoro Efther. This put an end to all their difficul- 
ties. Our young foldier alfd kept his word, and a mere, 
trifle of awide was given, rather by the Moor's own defire, 
than from demand ^ and the report of the baggage and dues 
thereon were as low as could be wiflied* News was now 
brought them, that Ras Michael had actually beaten Fafil, 
forced him to retire to the other fide of the Nile, and was 
then in Maitflia, where it was thought he would remain 
with the army all the rainy feafon. This was juft what Mr.. 
Bruce coo Id have wtfhed,. as it brought him at once to the 
neighbourhood Of the fources of the Nile, without the fmall- 
e ft Shadow of fear or danger. 

On the oth of February, they took leave of the friends 
they had fo newly acquired at Lamalmon* They began to 
afcend what {till remained of the mountain, which, though 
deep and full of bufhes, was much tefs difficult than that 
which they bad paifed. ■ At a quarter pad feven, they arrived 
at the top of Lamaknon, which has, from below, the ap- 
pearance of being fbafp-pointed . On the contrary, they 
were much furprifed to find there a large plain, part in 
pafture, but more bearing, grain* It is full of fprings, and 
feems to be the great refervoir from whence arife mod of 
the rivers- that water this partof Abyffinia. A multitude of 
dreams iflue from the very fumrait in ail directions ; the 

T fprings 
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fprings boil out from the earth in larg* quantities, capable 
of turning a mill. They plough, fow, and reap here at all 
feafons ; and the huibandman mult blame his own indolence, 
and not the foil, if he has not three harvefts. They faw, in 
one place, people bufy cutting down wheat j immediately 
next to it, others at the plough; and the adjoining field 
had green corn in the ear: a little further., it was not an 
inch above the ground. 

The mountain is every where fo fteep and high, that it is 
not enough to fay againft the will, but without the afliflance 
of thofe above, no one from . below can venture to afcend. 
On the top is a large plain, affording plenty of pafture, as 
well as room for ploughing and fowing for the mainten- 
ance of the army ; and there is water, at all feafojis, in 
great plenty, and even jfifh in the ilreams ijpon it ; fo that, 
although the inhabitants of the mountain had been often 
befieged, for a confiderable time together, they fuffered 
little inconvenience from Hr/ nor ever were taken unlefs by 
treafon ; except by Chriftopher ^e Gama and his Portuguefe, 
who are faid by their owii hift6>ians, to have ftormed this 
rock, and put the Mahometan garrtfon to the fword. No 
mention of this honourable conqueft is made in the annals of 
Abyfiinia, though they give the hiftory of this campaign of 
Don Chriftopher in the life ofClafldius, or Atzenaf Segued. 

* i 

On the. ioth, in the morning, they continued along the 
plain on the tofp of La id aim on $, and, after having fuffered, 
with infinite patience and perfeverance, the hardfhVps and 
danger of this long and painful journey, at forty minutes 
paft ten, they were gratified, at laft, with the fight of Gon- 
dar, *nd, in the courfe of the next day, arrived there. 

i • 

:Abba Salama, of whomo we ftiall hereafter have occafion 
to fpeak, at that time filled the pott of Acab.Saat, or guar-. 
Man. of the.- fire*' It is -the third dignity of the church, and 
he is the firtt religious, officer in- the tpalace. : He had a -very 
large revenue, and AMI a grdattfrlnfluehce. He was a man 
exceedingly rich, and of the very worft life poffible: though 
he had taken the vows «f poverty and chaffity ; it was faid he had 
at that time above fevehty miftreffei in Gondar. - HiS way of 
fencing women was as extraordinary as the number feduced. 
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It was not By gifts, attendance, or flattery, the ufual means 
employed on fuch occafions; when lie had fixed his defires 
upon a woman, he forced her to comply, under pain of 
excommunication* He was exceedingly eloquent and bolH ; 
was a : man of a ple'a'fing countenance, fhort, and of a fair 
complexion; indifferent, or rather averfe to wine, but a 
mbdflrqits glutton ; nice in What he had to eat, to a degree 
Scarcely before known in Atoylfinia; a mortal enemy to air 
white people, whom he claffed under the name of franks, 
for which the Greeks, uniting their, interefts at favourable 
times, had often very nearly over fet him. 

The next morning about ten o'clock, Mr. Bruce, drefled 
in his moofim drefs, went to Ayto Aylo, and found him 
With feVer*r great plates of bread, melted butter and honey, 
before him, of one of which he and our traveller ate > the reUr 
were given to the Moors,' and other people prefent. There 
was with him a prieft of Kofcam, and they all fet but for 
that palace, as fbon is they had fmifhed breakfalU They 
paired the brook of St. Raphael, a fuburb of Gbndar, where 
is the houfe of the Abuna ; and, upon coming in light of the 
palace of Kofcam, they all uncovered their heads, and rode 
flowly. As Aylo was all-powerful, with the Iteghe, indeed 
her firft counfellor and friend, their admittance was eafy and 
immediate. They alignted, and' Were flio\vn.int6 a low room 
in the palace. Ayto Aylo went immediately to the Iteghe, 
or Queen, to inquire about Welled Ha wary at, who was then 
ill, and his audience lafted two long hours. He returned to 
them with the news, that Welled Hawaryat was much hetter, 
by a medicine a faint from Waldiibba had ^iyen him, which 
coniifted in fome characters written with common .ink upon a 
tin plate, which characters were warned off by, a medical li- 
quor, and the,n given him to drink.. It was agreed, however, 
that the complaint was the final! -pox ; and the good it had 
done him was, he ate heartily. of brind, or raw beef, after it, 
though he had not ate before iince his arrival, but called per- 
petually for drink. • ' 

r 

» . I l 4 . ' . I . I 

Mr. Bruce, before he entered on Jris charge of pliyfician^flat- 
ed to t hole prefent in the .palace, the. difagreeal?le talk now 
imposed upon -him, a Arai^er^ without acquaintance or pro- 
tection, ' 



22Q NARRATIVE OP 

teftion, having the language but imperfe&ly, and vmhout 
power or controul among them. He profeifed his intention 
of doing his utraoft, although the difeafe was much more feri- 
ous and fatal in this country than in his own ; but he infilled 
one condition (hould be granted him, which was, that no di- 
rections as to regimen or management, even of the moft tri- 
fling kind, as they might think, mould be fuffered, without his 
permiffion and fuperintendepce, otherwife he waflied his 
hands of the ccnfequence. t - t 

This being aflented to by all prefent, Mr. Bruce fet the ftr- 
vanfs to work. There were apartments enough. He open- 
ed all the doors ana windows, fumigating them with, in- 
cenfe and myrrh in abundance, and waflied them with warm 
water and vinegar. The common and fatal regimen in this 
country, and in mod parts in the eafl,'has been to keep their 
patient from. feeling the fmalleft breath of air ; hot drink, a 
fire, and a quantity of covering are added in Abyffinia, and 
the doors fhut fo clofe as even to keep the room in darknefs, 
whilft this heat is further augmented by the conftant burning 
of candles. 

Ayabdar, Ozoro AltaftVs remaining daughter, and the fon 
of Mariam Barea, were both taken ill at the fame time, and 
happily recovered. A daughter of Kafmati Bbro, by a daugh- 
ter of Kafmati Elbtes, died, and her mother, though me fur- 
vived, was a long time ill afterwards. Ayabdar was very 
much marked, fo was Mariam Barea's fon. At this time, Ay to 
Conf u, fon of Kafmati Netcbo by Ozoro Efther, had arrived 
fromTcherkin, a lad of very great hopes, though not then four- 
teen. He came to' fee his mother, without my knowledge or 
her's, and was tnfe^ed likewife. Lair of all, the infant child 
of Michael, the child of his old age, took the difeafe, and 
though the weakeft of all the children, recovered beft. 

The patients, being all likely to do well, were removed to 
a large houfe of Kafmati fcihte, which flood dill within the 
boundaries of Kofcam, while the rooms underwent another 
luftration and fumigation ; after which they all returned ; 
and Mr. Bruce got, a* his fee, a prefent 6f th* neat and c6n- 
venient houfe formerly belonging to Bafhk Eufebius, which 
had a feparate entry, without going tbrgiigh the palace. 
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On the Joth of March, fte. army marefced into t\je town in 
triumph, and the Ras at the head of the troops of Ti^re. Hfc 
was bareheaded 5 over his (boulders, a\id 4*> wl1 to ^' s ^ Q ^i 
hung a pallium, or clpaH, of blaqk velvet, with a fiiver fringe* 
A boy, by bis right ftirrup, held a filver wand of about five 
feet and a half long, much like the Haves of our great, officers 
at courts Behind him, all the foldiers, who bad iUin an ene- 
my and taken the fpoiis from them, had their lauces and tire* 
locks ornamented with (mall flirejdsof fcarlet c^ith, pnej^ece; 
for every man he had (lain. Remarkable among all this mul- 
titude was Hag os* door-keeper of the Has. This man, al- 
ways well-armed and well mounted, had followed the wars 
of the v Ras from his infancy, and haa been fo fortunate in this 
kind of (ingle combat, that his whole lance and javelin, horfe 
and perfon, were covered over with the (hreds of fcarfet cloth. 
At this lafl battle of Fagitta, Hagos is faid to have llain eleven 
men with his own hand. Indeed, there is nothing more fal» 
lacious tnan judging of a man's courage by thefe marks of con- 
quefts. A good horfeman, armed with a coat of mail, upon a 
ftrong, well-fed, well-winded horfe, may, after a defeat, kill, 
as many of thefe wretched, weary, naked fugitives, as he 
pleafes, confining himfelf to thofe that are weakly, mounted, 
upon tired horfes, and covered only with goat's Ikins, or that 
are flying on foot. ., 

One thing remarkable in this cavalcade, which Mr. Bruce 
obferved, was the head drefs of the governors of provinces. 
A large broad fillet was bound upon their forehead; and tied 
behind their head. In the middle of this was a horn, or a con- 
ical piece of (ilver, gilt, about four inches long, much in the 
fhape of our common candle extinguishers. • This is called 
kirn, or horn, and is only worn in reviews or parades after 
vi&ory. This, Mr; Bruce apprehends, like all other of their 
ufages, is taken from the Hebrews, and the (everal alrolioris 
made in fcripture to it arife from this practice : — " I faid OiV\ 
to fools, deal not foolifhly ; and to the wicked, lift not up 
the horn."' — «• Lift not up your horn on high $ fpeak net with 
aflifFneck." — "^But-my horn (halt .thou exalt like the horn 
of an unicorn,"—*' And the horn of the righteous (hall be ex- 
alted with honour." . And fo in many other places, through- 

out the Pftlau; "', ' * * - / '^ '.; 

-v..-. . T^'* 1 ul - >> - : - f :1 zA • •Kexv : 
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Next to theft came the king, with a fillet of white mafhi: 
about three inches broad, binding his forehead, tied with a 
large double knot behind, and hanging down about two feet 
on his back. About trim were the great officers ot (late, fuch 
of the young nobility as were without command; and after 
thefe, the houfehold troops. Then followed the Kanitz Kit- 
zera, or executioner of toe camp, and bis attendants ; and, 
lad of all, am id ft the King's and the Ras's baggage, came a 
man bearing the fluffed fkin of the unfortunate Woolbeka »p- 
on a pole, which he hung upon a branch of the tree before the 
king's palace, appropriated for public execution?. 

* 

It was now the 13th of March, and JVlr. Bruce had gone ev- 
ery day once to fee the children at Kofcam ; at all which 
times, he had been received with the greateft cordiality and 
marks of kindnefs by the I teg he, and orders given for his tree 
admittance, upon all occalioiis, like an officer of her houfehold. 

About the 14th, Mr. Bruce was informed, that all his rec- 
ommendatory letters were to be read. He expected, at the 
ordinary hour, about five in the afternoon, to be Cent for, and 
had rode out to Kofcam with Ayto Heikel, the queen's cham- 
berlain, to fee the child, who was pretty well recovered of all 
its complaints, but very weak. In the interim, Mr. Bruce was 
feut for to the Ras, with orders to difpatch a man with the 
king's prefent, to wait for him at the palace, whither he was 
to go after leaving Michael. Five in the eveuing was fixed as 
the hour. Mr. Bruce came a little before the time, and met 
Ayto Aylo at the door. He fqueezed him by the hand, and 
faid, «« Refufe nothing, it can be all altered afterwards ; but it 
•is very necef&ry, on account of the priefUaml the populace, 
you mould have a place of fome. authority, other wife you will 
he robbed and murdered the fir (I time you go half a mile from 
home ; fifty people ha,ye told me, you have chefts filled wit,h 
gold, and that you can make gold, or bring what quantity 
you pleafe from the Indies ; and. the reafon of all this is, be- 
.caufe yoq refufed the qneen and Ozoro EOher's offer of gold 
at Kofcam, and wlijch you mnitneve* do again/* 

Our .travellers went in and faw the Ras, who was an old 
man, fitting upon a fofa ; his white hair was dreffed in many 
ftort f urh. He appeared to be thoughtful, but not difpieaf- 

ed } 
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ed J his face was lean, his eyes quick and vivid, but feemed 
to be a little fore from expofare to the weather. He feemed 
to be about fix feet high, though his lamenefs made it difficult 
to guefs with accuracy. His air was perfe&ly free from, con* 
ftraint, what the French call degagee. They mult have been 
bad phyfiognomifts that did not difcern his capacity and un* 
demanding by his very countenance. Every look conveyed a 
fentiment with it : he feemed to have no occafion for other 
language, and indeed he fpoke little. Mr. Bruce ofiered, as 
ufual, to kifs the ground before him ; and of this he feemed 
to take little notice, ftretching out his hand, and making Mr# 
Brace's upon his riling. 

Mr. Bruce fat down with Ay lo, three or four of the judges, 
Heikel the queen's chamberlain, and others, who whifpered 
fomething in his ear, and went out \ which interruption, pre- 
vented Mr. Bruce from fjjeaking as he was prepared to do, or 
giving him hisprefent, which a man .held behindvhira. The 
Ras began gravely, " Yagoube, I think that is your name, 
hear what I fay to you, and mark what I recommend to you. 
You are a man, I am told, who make it your bufinefs to wan- 
der in the fields in fearch after trees and grafs in folitary pla- 
ces, and to fit up all night alone looking at the ftars of the 
heavens. Other countries are not like this, though this was 
never fo bad as it is now. Thefe wretches here are enemies 
to ftrangers 5 if they faw you alone in your own parlour, their 
firft thought would be how to murder you ; though they knew 
they were to get nothing by it, they would murder you for 
mere mifchief." " The devil is ftrong in them," fays a voice 
from a corner of the room, which appeared to be that of a 
pried. " Therefore (fays the Ras,) after a long conversion 
with your friend Aylo, whofe advice I bear yon happily take, 
as indeed we all do, I have thought that fituation beft which 
leaves you at liberty to follow your own defigns, at the fame 
time that it puts your perfon in fafety j that you will not be 
troubled with monks about their religious matters, or in dan- 
ger from thefe rafcals that may feek to murder you for 
money." 

" What are the monks I" faid the fame voice from the cor- 
ner } " the monks will never medctle wjthfucha man as this." 

" ; " « Therefore* 
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«« Therefore, the king (continued the Rag, without taka i any 
notice of the interruption) has appointed you Baalomaai, ^nc' 
to command the Kocob horfe, which I thought to have g.< t . 
to Francis, au old foldier of mine j but he is poor, and we u i 
provide for him better j for thefe appointments have honour, 
but little profit." " Sir, (faid Francis, who was in prefence, 
but behind.,) it is in much more honourable hands than either 
mine o.r the Armenian's, or any other white man's, fince the 
days of Hatj&e Menas, and fo I told the king to-day." " Very 
well Francis, (fays the Has), it becomes a foldier to /peak the 
truth, whether it makes for or againft himfelf. Go then to 
the king, and kjfs the ground upon your appointment. 1 fee 
you have already learned this ceremony of ours ; Aylo and 
Helkel are very proper perfons to go with you. The king 
exprefled his Cavprife to me Jaft night he had not feen you ; 
and there too is Teda Maria m, the king's fecretary, who came 
with yotar 'appointment from the palace to day." The man 
in the corner whom Mr, Bruce took for a prieft, was this Tecla 
Mariam, a ferine. Mr. Bruce then gave him a prefent, after 
which he foon retired. 

Mr. Bruce went afterwards to the king's palace, and met 
Aylo and He ike 1 at the door of the prefence-chamber* Tecla 
Mariam walked before tbem to the foot of the throne ; after 
which Mr. Bruce advanced and. proflrated himfelf upon the 
ground. " 1 have brought you a fervant, (fays he to the king) 
from fo diftant a country, that if you ever let him efcape, we 
Jhall never be able to follow him, or know where to feek him/' 
To this the king made no reply, nor did he ihew any altera- 
tion of countenance. Five people were {landing on each fide 
of the throne, all young men, three on his left, and two on 
his right. One of thefe, the fon of Tecla Mariam, (afterwards 
Mf. Bruce's great friend), who flood upper mofl on the left 
hand^came up, and, taking hold of him by the hand, placed 
him immediately above him ; when feeing Mr. Bruce had no 
knife in his girdle, he pulled out his own and gave it to hira. 
Upon being placed, Mr. Bruce again kiffed the ground. 

» * * 

The king was in an alcove ; the reft went out of fight 
from where the throne was, and fat down. The ufual quef- 
tions were now put to tyr. Bruce about Jerufalem and the 
holy places—Where his country was ? which it was impoffible 

to 
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t9 $le&ribe, as they knew the fituaticjn of no country but their 
o^Va — Why hie came fo far , ? — Whether the moon and the ftars, 
but efpecially the moon, was the fame in his country as hi 
theirs ? and a great many fuch idle and tirefome queftions. 
He had feveral times offered to take his prefent from the maa 
who held it, that he might offer it to bis Majefty and go away 2 
but the king always made a fign to put it off, till, being tired 
to death with ftanding, he leaned againft the wall. Mr. Bruce 
was abfolutely in defpair, and fcarcely able to /peak a word, 
inwardly mourning the hardnefs of his lot in this his firft pre- 
ferment, and (incerely praying it might be his iaft promotion 
in that coulrt. However, he was at laft permitted to retire. 

Mr. Bruce and his friends retired from court, very much 
dHpofed to make a hearty fupper. In the party was Gnebra 
Mafcal, a lifter's fon of Ras Michael, and commander of 2000 
foldiers who carried fire-arms. He was one of the beft offi- 
cers under the Ras, about thirty years ot age, of a fliort fquare 
form ; and a mo ft unpromifing countenance, a flat nofe, a wide 
mouth, a yellow complexion and hideous fears of the fmall- 
pox. This hero was un Puffer ably vain and prefuroptuous $ 
and boafted that to him his uncle owed all his victories. 

While they fat at fupper, Guebra Mafcal was provoked by 
Petros to Htter fome contemptuous language concerning Mr. 
Bruce's ikill in mooting. Mr; Bruce retorted ; and told him, 
that in bis gun the end of a tallow-candle would do greater 
execution than an iron ball in the beft of Gnebra Mafcal's, ' 
witty all his boafted flull. The Abyffinian called him a liar 
and a Frank, and, upon his rifing, immediately gave him a 
kick with his foot. Mr. Bruce, in a tranfport of rage, feized 
him by the throat, and threw him on the ground. He drew 
his knife, and, attempting our traveller, gave a flight cut 
near the crown of the head : hitherto Mr. Bruce had not 
ftruck him. He now wrefted the Jcnife from him, and ftruck 
him on the face fo violently with the handle, as to mark htm 
with fears which continued difcernible even amid the deep 
pitting of the final! -pox. 

• All was now confution and uproar in the bouife. An ad- 
venture of fo ferious a nature overcame the effects of the 
Wine upon our country man. He-wrapped himfelf in his-cloak, 

returned 
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returned home, and went to bed. His friends were eager i° 
revenge the infult which he had received, and the firft ntW- 
he had heard in the morning were, that Guebra Mafchal was 
in irons at the houfe of the Has. Mr. Bruce, though ftiU- 
angry, was at a loft what meafures to take. The Ras would 
probably hear bis complaints : but his adverfary was formi- 
dable. 

* 

Inftead, therefore, of demanding juftice, Mr. Bruce ex- 
cafed and palliated the condud of Guebra Mafchal, to Ozoro 
Efther and Ras Michael, obtained his liberty, and liftened 
readily to the interceffion, whom that infolent foldier now 
ftnt, in great humiliation, to afk his forgivenefs. 

A wedding followed next, *t the court of Abyffinia, be* 
tween a grand-daughter of Ras Michael's, anda nobleman 
of the name of Powaflen. This marriage was celebrated 
with riotous feafting. Mr. Bruce ufed to dine every day 
with Michael, and was forced to drink fuch quantities of 
mead as always gave him the head- ach. The afternoon was 
then (pent with the ladies, and in fuch riot and debauchery, 
that our traveller declares it impoffible to convey to a reader 
any idea of thefcenes that pafled, in terms of common de- 
cency, • 

••* . * • 

Mr. Bruce was fenfible that the caufe of his quarrel with 

Guebra Mafchal was not immediately forgotten at court. 
The king, one day, afked him, whether he was not drunk^ 
himfelf, as well as his opponent, when that quarrel rofe. 
Mr. Bruce replied, that he was perfectly fober j for their 
entertainer's red wine was finiflied $ and he never willingly * 
drank hydromel. His majefty, with a degree, of keenefs, 
returned: 5* Did you then foberly fay to Guebra Mafchal,. 
that an end of a tallow candle in a gun in your hand would 
do more execution than an iron bullet in his ?" " Certainly, 
Sir, I faid fo !" " And why ?" « Becaufe it was truth." 
*.* With a tallow-candle you can kill a man or a horfe." " Par-. 
don me, Sir ; your Majefty is now in place of my fovereigp, 
it would be great prefumption in me to argue with you, br 
urge a converfation agatoift an opinion in which you are, al- 
ready fixed." The king's kindnefs and curiofity, and Mr. 
Bruce'* defire to vindicate himfelf, carried matters, at 
• . length, 
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length, Co far, that an experiment with a tallow- candle was 
propofed. Three courtiers brought each a fhield ; Mr* 
Bruce charged his gun with a piece of tallow-candle, and 
pierced through three at once, to the aitonUhment, and 
even the conf ulion of the Abylfinian Monarch and his courti- 
ers. A fy com ore table was next aimed at,, and as eafily 
perforated as the (hields. Thefe feats the fimple A by finnans 
attributed to the power of magic. But they made a ftrong 
irapreffion on the mind of the monarchy in favour of our 
traveller. 

Mr. Bruce next proceeds to give the geographical diviftdn 
©f Abyflinia into provinces. At Mafuah, that is, on the 
coaft of the Red Sea, begins, an imaginary division of A- 
byffinia into two, which is rather a divifion of language than 
ftri&ly to be underftood as territorial. The firft divifion is 
called Tigre, between the Red Sea and the river Tacazze. 
Between that river and the Nile, weft ward, where it bounds 
the Galla, it is called Amhara. But whatever convenience 
there may be from this divifion, there is neither geographical 
nor historical precifion in it, for there are many little pro- 
vinces included in the firft that do not belong to Tigre; and 
in the fecond divifion, which is Amhara, that' which gives 
the name, is but a very finall part of it. 

« 

Mafuah, in ancient times, was one of the principal places . 
of refidence of the Baharnagafh, who, when he was B«t 
there himfelf, conftantly left his deputy or lieutenant. Jn 
fummer, he refided for feveral months in the ifland of Dah- 
alac, then accounted part of his territory. Me 'was, after 
the King and Betwudet, theperfon of the greateft confidef- 
ation in the kingdom, and was inverted with fendic and 
nagareet, the kettle-drum and colours, marks of Tupreme 
command. ' 

Tigre is the next province of Abyflinia, as well for great- 
nefs as riches, power and dignity, and neareft Mafuah. It 
is bounded by the territory of the Baharnagafh, that* is,, by 
the river Mareb*on the eaft, and the Tacazze upon the weft. 
It is about one hundred and twenty miles broad from E. to 
W. and two hundred from N. to S. This is its prefent fitua- 
tion. The hand of ufnrping power has abolifhed all diftmc- 

tions 
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tions on tbe weft fide of the Tacazze 5 befides, many large gor« 

ernments, ftch as Enderta and Ant alow, and great part of tbe 

Baharnagafb, were f wallowed up in this province to the eafl. 

What, in a fpecial maimer, makes the riches of Tigre, is, that 

k lies die neareil the market, which is Arabia ; and all 

tbe merchandize deftined to crofs the Red Sea mult pafs 

through this province ; fo that the governor has the choice of 

all commodities where* ith to make his market* Tbe flrong- 

eft male, the in oft beautiful female (laves, the pureft gold, 

the largeft teeth of ivory, all muft pafs through his hands. 

Fire-arms, moreover, which for many years have decided 

who is the moft powerful in Abyffinia, all thefe come from 

Arabia, and not one can bepurcbafed without his knowing to 

whom it goes, and after his having had the firft refufal of it. 

Sire, a province about twenty -five miles broad, and not 
much more in length, is reckoned as part of Tigre alfo i but 
this Is not a new nfurpation. It lott the rank of a province, 
and was united to Tigre for the mHbehafciour of its governor 
Kafinati Claudius, in an expedition againtt the SfaangaHa, in 
the reign of Yafcws the Great • 

After paffing tbe Tacazze, the boundary between Sire and 
Seaman, we come to that mountainous province called by the 
laft name. A large chain of rugged mountains, where is the 
Jews Rock, reaches from the fouth of Tigre down near to 
Waldubba, the low, hot country, that bounds Abyflinia on the ' 
north. 

On the N. E. of Tigre lies the province of* Begemder. It 
borders upon Angot, whofe governor is called Angot Ras; 
but the whole province now, excepting a few villages, is con- 
quered by the Galla. It has Amhara, Which runs parallel to 
it, on the fouth, and is feparated from it by the river Balhilo. 
Both thefe provinces are bounded by the river Nile on the 
weft. Begemder is about 180 miles in its greateft length, and 
60 in breadth, comprehending Lafia, a mountainous province, 
fometimes depending on Begemder, but often in rebellion. 

Begemder is the ftrength of Abyffinia in horfemen. It is 
faid, that, with Lafta, it can bring out 45,000 men j but this, 
as far as ever Mr, Bruce could inform himfelf, is a great ex- 
aggeration. 
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ttggeration. They are exceeding good foldiers when they 
are pleated with their general, and the caufe for which they 
fight ; otherwife, they are.eafily divided, a great many pri- 
vate interefts being continually kept alive, as it is thought 
induftrioufly, by government itfelf. It is we.ll flocked with 
cattle of every kind, all very beautiful. The mountains are 
full of iron-mines ; they are. not fo deep and rocky, nor fo 
frequent as in other provinces, if we except only La ft a * and 
abound in all fort of wild fowl and game. 

Amhara is the next province, between the two rivers Bafli- 
ilo and Geftien. The length of this country from £. to W. 
is about X20 miles, and its breadth fomething more than 40. 
It is a very mountainous country, full of nobility : the men 
are reckoned the handfomeft in Abyffinia, as well as the 
braved. 

Between the two rivers Gefhen and Samba, is a low un- 
wholesome, though fertile province, called Walakaj and 
fouthward of that is Upper Shoa. This province, or king- 
dom, was famous for the retreat it gave to the only remain- 
ing prince of the houfe of Solomon, who fled from the mafla- 
cre of his brethren by Judith, about the year 900, upon the 
rock of Darao. Here the royal family remained in fecurity, 
and increafed in number, for near 400 years, till they were 
reflored. 

Gojam, from north-eaft to fouth-eaft, is about 80 miles 
hi length and 40 in breadth. It is a very flat country and all 
in pafture ; has few mountains, but thefe are very high ones, 
and are chiefly on the banks of the Nile, to the fouth, which 
river furrounds the province. ' 

On the fouth eaft of the kingdom of Gojam is Damot. It 
is bounded by the Temci on the eaft, by the Gult on the 
weft, by the Nile on the fouth, and by the high mountains 
of Amid Amid on the north. It is about 40 miles in length 
* from north to fouth, and fomething more than %o in breadth 
from eaft to weft. 

On the other fide qf Amid Amid is the province of Agows, 
bounded by thofe mountains oq the eaft; byBure and Urn- 

. U barmaj 
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bar ma, and the country of the Gongas, on the weft; bgr 
Dawot and Gafat upon the Couth, and Diagleberon thenorta* 

South from Dembea is Kuara, a very mountainous pro- 
vince confining upon the Pagan blacks, or Shangalla, called 
Gongas and Guba, the Macrobi of the ancient*. It is a very 
unwholeforae province, but abounding in gold, not of its own 
produce, but that of its neighbourhood , thefe Pagans-— Guba, 
Nuba, and Shangalla* 

Kara, and Ras el Feel, Tchelga, and on to Tcherkin, is a 
frontier wholly inhabited by Mahometans. Its government 
is generally given to a ftranger, often to a Mahometan, but 
one of that faith is always deputy^governor. The ufe of 
keeping troops here is to defend die friendly Arabs and 
Shepherds^who remain in their allegiance to Abyffinia, from 
the refentment of the Arabs of Sennaar, their neighbours j 
and by means of thefe friendly Arabs and Shepherds, fecure 
conftant fupply of horfes for the king's troops. It is a bar- 
ren ftripe of a very hot, nnwhotefome country, full of thick 
woods, and fit only for hunting. The inhabitants, fugitives 
from alt nations, are chiefly .Mahometans, but very bold 
and expert horfemen, ufing no other weapon but the broad 
ftaord, with which they attack the elephants and rhinoceros. 
There are many other fmall provinces, which occafionally 
are annexed, and fometimes are feparated. 

The crown of Abyffinia is hereditary, and has always 
been fo, in one particular family, fuppofed to be that of Sol- 
omon by the queen of Saba, Negafta Azab, or queen 
"of the fouth. It is neverthelefs elective in this line; and 
there is no law of the land, nor cuftom, which gives the 
elded fon an exclusive title to fucceed to his father. The 
practice has indeed been quite the contrary. When, at the 
the death of a king, his fons are old enough to govern, and, 
by foree accident, not yet fent prifoners to the mountain, 
then the elded, or he that is next, and not confined, general- 
ly takes pofleflion of the throne by the flrength of his father's 
friends ; but if no heir is then in the low country, the choke 
of the king is always according to the will of the minifter, 

which 
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*wliicir pa&ft for that of the people ; and hh inclination md 
hftereft being to. govern, he never foils to choofe an infant, 
whom he afterwards diretts, ruling the kingdom abfo-luterjr 
during the minority, which generally exhaufts, or is equal 
to the term of his life. 

From this flow all the misfortunes of this unhappy country. 
This very defeat arifes from a defire to inftitute a more 
than ordinary pel*fe& form of government $ for tUe Abyffi- 
nians, firft pofition was, " Woe be to the kingdom' whofe 
king is a child ;" and this they know muft often happen 
when fucceffion is left to the courfe of nature. But when 
there was a choice to be made out of two hundred perfons, 
atl of the fame family, all capable of reigning, it was their 
own fault, they thought, if they had not always a prince of 
proper age and qualifications to rule the kingdom, according 
to the nece33ities of the times, and to preferve the fucceffion 
of the family in the houfe of Solomon, agreeable to the laws 
of the land ; but this mode of rea Toning experience has proved 
fallacious. 

The king is anointed with plain oil of olives, which, being 
poured upon the crown of the head, he rubs it inter his long 
hair indecently enough with both his hands,- pretty much as 
his foldiers do with theirs when they get accefs to plenty of 
butter* 

The crown is made in the fliape of a prieft's mitre, or head 
piece ; it is a kind of helmet, covering the king's forehead, 
cheeks, and neck. It Is lined with blue taffety 5 the outfide 
is half gold and half (ilver, of the moft beautiful fillagrane 
work. The king goes to church regularly, his guards taking 
poiTeffion of every avenue and door through which he is to 
pafs, and nobody is allowed to enter with him, becaufe he is 
then on foot, excepting two officers of his bed chamber who 
fupport him* 

He kifles the threshold and fide -potts of the church door. 

the fteps before the altar, and then returns home : fometimes 

there is fervice in the church, fometimes there is not ; but he 

takes no notice of the difference. He rides up flairs into the 

grefence chamber on a mule, and lights immediately on the 

carpet 
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carpet before his throne ; and Mr. Bruce has fometimes feen 
great indecencies committed by the faid mule in the prefence 
chamber, upon a Perfian carpet. 

The Serach MatTery, an officer Co called, with a long whip, 
begins cracking and making a noife, worfe than twenty 
French podillions, at the door of the palace before the dawn 
of day. This chafes away the hyaena and other wild beads ; 
this, too, is the flgnal for the king's riling, who fits in judg- 
ment every morning fading, and, after that, about eight 
o'clock, he goes to breakfaft. 

There are fix noblemen of the king's owri choofing, who 
are called Baalomaal, or gentlemen of his bed-chamber 5 four 
of thefe are always with him. There is a feventh, who is 
the chief of thefe, called Azeleffa or Camiflia, groom of the 
robe, or dole. He is keeper of the king's wardrobe, and the 
fir ft officer of the bed-chamber. Thefe officers, the black 
Haves, and fome others, ferve him as menial fervants, and are 
3n a degree of familiarity with him unknown to the reft of 
the fubjecls. 

When the king fits to confult upon civil matters of confe- 
quence, he is fhut up in a kind of box oppofite to the head of 
the council table. The perfons that deliberate fit at the ta- 
ble, and, according to their rank, give their voices, the 
youngeft or lowed officer always fpeaking fird. The firft 
that give their votes are the Shalaka, or colonels of the houfe- 
hold troops. The fecond are the great butlers, men that 
have the charge of the king's drink. The third is the Badjer- 
nnd, or keeper of that apartment in the palace called the 
/ion's hotije ; and after thefe the keeper of the banqueting- 
ho life. The next is called Lika Magwafs, an officer that always 
goes before the king to hinder the pre flu re of the crowd, lu 
war, when the king is marching,he ridescondantly round him, 
at a certain didance and carries his ihield and his lance; at lead 
he carries a filveiftiield,and a lance pointed with the fame metal,' 
before fuch kings as do not choofe to expofe their perfons. ^o 
prince ever lod his life in battle till the coming of the Euro- 
peans into Abyflinia, when both the excommunicating and 
murdering of their fovereigns feem to have been introduced 

at 
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*t the fame time. After the Lika Magwafs comes the palara- 
baras j after him the Fit-Auraris ; then the Gera Kafmati, 
and the Kanya Kafmati, their names being derived from 
their rank or order in encamping, the one on the right, the 
other on the left of the king's tent ; Kanya and Gera fignify- 
ing the right and the left $ after them the Dakakin Biiletana 
Gueta, or the under chamberlain ; then the fee re tar y for the 
king's commands ; after htm the right and left Azages, or 
generals ; - after them Rak Mattery, 5 after him the baflia ; 
after him Kafmati of Da mot, then of Samen, then Amhara, 
and ? lafl of a]], Tigre, before whom (lands a golden cup upon 
a cnihion, and he is called Nebrit, as being governor of 
Axum, or keeper of the book of the law fuppofed to be 
there. 

After the governor of Tigre^ comes the Acab Saat, or 
guardian of the fire, and the chief ecclefiaftical officer of the 
king's houlehold. Some have faid, that this officer was ap- 
pointed to attend the king at the time of eating, and v that it 
was his province to order both meat and drink to be with- 
drawn whenever be faw the king inclined to excefs. 

After the Acab Saat, comes the firft mafler of the houfe- 
hold ; tbenthe Betwudet, or Ras j laft of all the king gives 
his fentence, which is final, and fends it to the table, from 
the balcony where he is then fitting, by the officer called 
Kall-Hatze. 

We meet in Abyffinia with various ufages, which many 
have hitherto thought to be peculiar to- thofe ancient nations 
In which they were firft obferved ; others not fo learned, 
have thought they originated iii Abyffinia, Mr. Bruce fictt 
takes notice of thofe that regard the king and court. 

The kings of Perfia, like thefe we are fpeaking of, were el- 
igible in one family only, that of the Arfacidje, and it was not 
till that race failed, they chofe Darius. The title of the king 
of Abyffinia is, King of Kings ; and Aich Daniel tells us was* 
that of Nebuchadnezzar. The right of primogeniture does 
not fo prevai! in Abyffinia as to exclude election in the per- 
fon of the younger brothers \ and this was likewife the cafe in 

• - U3 Perfia, 
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Perfia. In Perfia a preference was under flood to be due 
to the king's lawful children ; but there were inftances 
of the natural child being preferred to the lawful one. Da- 
rius, though a baftard, was preferred to Ifogius, Xerxes's 
lawful fon, and that merely by the election of the people. 
The fame has always obtained in Abyffinia. A very great 
part of their kings are adulterous baftards, others are the iflue 
of concubines ; but they have been' preferred to .the crown, 
by the influence of a party, always under the name of the 
Voice of the People. 

Though the Perfian kings had various palaces, to which 
they removed at different times in the year, Bafagarda, the 
metropolis of their ancient kings, was obferved as the only 
place for their coronation ; and this, too, was the cafe of 
Abyfpnia, with their metropolis of Axum. 

The next remarkable ceremony in which thefe two nations 
agreed, is that of adoration, inviolably obferved in Abyffinia 
to this day, as often as you enter the fovereign's prefence. 
This is not only kneeling, but an abfolute proftration. You 
firft fall upon your knees, then upon the palms of your hands, 
then incline your head and body till your forehead touch the 
earth j and, in cafe you have an anfwer to expeft, you lie in 
that pofture till the king, or fomebody from him, delires you 
to rife. This, too, was the cuftom of Perfia $ Arian fays this J 
was firft inftituted by Cyrus, and this was precifely the pof- 
ture in which they adored God, mentioned in the book of 
Exodus. 

It is the conftant pradlice in Abyffinia, to befet the king's 
doors .and windows within his hearing, and there, from early 
morning to night, to cry for juftice as loud as peffible, in a 
diftrefted and complaining tone, and in all the different lan- 
guages they are matters of, in order to their being admitted to> 
have their fuppofed grievances heard. In a country fo ilL 
governed as Abyffinia is, and fo perpetually involved in war, 
it may beeafily fuppofed there is no want of people, who have 
real injuries and violence to conVplain of: But, if it were not 
fo, this is fo much the conftant ufage, that when it happens, 
(as in the midft of the rainy feafon) that few people C9n ap- 
proach 
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preach the capital, or /land without in fuch bad weather, a 
fet of vagrants are provided, maintained, and paid, whofe Cole 
bufinefs it is to cry and lament, as if they had been really very 
much injured and opprefled ; and this, they tell you is for 
the king's honour, that he may not be lonely, by the palace 
being too quiet. This, of all their abfurd cuftoms* was the 
mod grievous and troublefome tb Mr, Bruce. Sometime?, 
while Mr. Bruce was bufy in his room in the rainy feafon, 
there would be four or five hundred people, who all at once 
would begin, fome roaring and crying, as if they were in pain, 
others demanding juftice, as if they were that moment filter- 
ing, or if in the inftant to be put to death ; and fome groan- 
ing and fobbing as if juft expiring ; and this horrid fymphony 
was fo artfully performed, that no ear could diftinguilh but 
that it proceeded from real diftrefs. Mr. Bruce was often fo 
furprifed, as to fend the foldiers at the door to bring in one of 
them, thinking him come from the country, to examine who 
had injured him : many a time he was a fervant oi his own, 
or fome other equally known ; or, if he was a flranger, upon, 
afking him what misfortune had befallen him, he Would an- 
fwer. very compofedly, Nothing was the matter with him i 
that he had been fleeping all day with the horfes : that hear- 
ing from the foldiers at the door that he, Mr. Bruce, was re- 
tired to his apartment, he and his companions had come to 
cry and make a noife under his window, to do him honour be- 
fore the people, for fear he mould be melancholy, by being too 
quiet when alone ; and therefore hoped that he would order 
them drink, that they might continue with a little more fpirir; 
The violent anger which this often put him into, did not fail 
to be punctually reported to the king, at which he would 
laugh heartily ; and he himfelf was often hid, not far off, for 
the fake of being a fpe&ator of his heavy difpleafure. 

Xerxes, being about to declare war againft the .Greeks, af- 
iembled all the principal chiefs of Afia in council. " That I 
may not, fays he, bethought to aft only by my own judgment, 
I have called you together. At the fame time, I think prop- 
er to intimate to you, that it is your duty to obey ray will, 
rather than enter into any deliberation or remonftrances of 
your own." * 

We 
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We will now compare fame particulars, the dreCs and or- 
naments of the two kings. The king of Abyffinia wears his 
hair long ; fo did the ancient kings 06 Per fi a. A comet had 
appeared in the war with Peril a> and was looked upon by the 
Romans as a bad omen. Vefpafian laughed at it, and /aid, 
if it portended any ill, it was to the king of Perfca, becaufe* 
tike him, it wore long hair. 

The diadem was, with the Perfians, a mark of royalty, as 
with the Abyffinians, being compofed of the fame materials, 
and worn in the fame manner .^ The king of Abyffinia wears 
it, while marching, as a mark of fovereignty, that does not 
impede or incommode him, as any other heavier ornament 
would do, efpeciaily in hot weather. This fillet furrounds 
bis head above the hair, leaving the crown perfectly uncover- 
ed. It is an offence of the fira magnitude for any perfon, at 
this time, to wear any thing upon his head, efpeciaily white, 
unlefc for Mahometans, who wear caps, and over them a large 
white turban ; or for priefts, who wear large turbans of muf- 
lin alfo. This was the diadem of the Perfians, as appears from 
tucian, who calls it a white fillet about the forehead. The 
kings of Abyffinia anciently fat upon a'gold throne, which is a 
large, convenient, oblong, fquare feat, like a fmall bedftead, 
covered with Perfian carpets, damafk, and cloth of gold, with 
Heps leading up to it. It is dill richly gilded ; but the many 
revolutions and wars have much abridged their ancient mag* 
nificence. It is, in Abyffinia, high-treafon, to fit upon any 
feat of the king's ; and he that prefumed to do this, would be 
inftantly hewn to pieces, if there was not fome other collateral 
proof of his being a madman. 

It is probable that Alexander had hearil of this law in Per- 
fia, and difapproved of it 5 for one day/ it being extremely 
cold, the king fitting in* his chair before the fire, warming his 
legs, faw a fold ier, probably a Perfian, who had loft his feeling 
by extreme numbnefi. The king immediately leaped from 
his chair, and ordered the fold ier to be fet down upon it. The 
ire foon brought him to his fenfes, but he had alraoft loft them, 
again with fear, by finding himfelf in the king's feaU - To 
whom Alexander faid, " Remember, and diftinguifli, how 
much more advantageous to man my government is ; than that 

of 
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df the kings of Perfia. By fitting down on my feat you have 
faved your life 5 by fitting on theirs, you would infallibly have 
loft it." 

In Abyffinia it is considered as a fundamental law of the land, 
that none of the royal family, who has any deformity or bod- 
ily defeat, (hall be allowed to fucceed to the crown 5 and, for 
this purpofe, any of the princes, who may have efcaped from 
the mountain of AVechne, and who are afterwards. taken, are 
mutilated in fome of their members, that thus they may be 
difijualified from ever fucceeding. In Perfia the fame was ob- 
served. Procopius .tells us, that Zames, the. fen of Cabades, 
was excluded from the throne becaufe he was blind of one 
eye j the law of Perfia prohibiting any perfon that had a bod* 
ily defect to be elected king. 

, The kiugs of Abyffinia were feldom feen by the pecfple. 
This abfurd ufage gave rife to many abufes. In Perfia it pro- 
duced two officers, who were called the king's eyes, and the 
king's ear, and who had the dangerous employment, Mr. 
Bruce means dangerous for the fubjecl:, of feeing and hearing 
for their fovereign. Iii Abyffinia it created an officer called 
the king's mouth, or voice ; for, being feen by nobody, he 
/poke of courfe in the third perfon, Hear what the king Jays to 
you, which is the ufual form of all regal mandates in Abyffinia, 
and what follows has" the force of law. 

Solemn hunting matches were always in life both with the 
kings of Abyffinia and thofe of Perfia. In both kingdoms it 
was a crime for a fubjecl to flrike the game till fuch time as 
the king had thrown his lance at it. This abfurd cuflom was 
repealed by Artaxerxes Longimanns in one kingdom, and by 
Yafous the Great in the other, fo late as thebeginning of the 
laft century.. 

The kings of Abyffinia are above all laws. They are fij- 
preme in all caufes ecclefialtical and civil : the land and per- 
fons of their fubjefts are equally^ their property, and every in- 
habitant of their kingdom is born their fiave 5 if he bears a 
higher rank, it is by the king's gift ; for his neareft relations 

are accounted nothing better. The fame obtained in Perfia* 

There, 
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There are feverai kind* of bread in Abyfitnia, feme of cflf- 
fe^ent forts of tenv and fowe oftocuflb, winch alio vary in 
quality. The king of Abyffinia, eats of wheat bread, though 
not of every wheat, but of that only that grows in the prov- 
ince of Deiubea, therefore called the king's food. It always 
has been, and dill is the cuftom of the kings of Abyffinia, to 
marry what number of wives they choofe ; that thefe were 
not, therefore, all queens j but that among them there was 
one who was confidered particularly as queen, and upon her 
head was placed the crown ; and fhe was called J teg he. 
Thus, in Perfia, we read that Ahafuerus loved Efther, who 
bad found grace in his fight more than the other virgins, and 
he had placed a golden crown upon her head. And Jofephus 
informs ns, that when Efther was brought before the king, he 
was exceedingly delighted with her, and made her his lawful 
Wife, and when fhe came into the palace he put a crown up- 
on her head : whether placing the crown upon the queen's 
head had any civil effeft as to regency in Perfia, as it bad in 
Abyffinia, is what biflory does not inform us. 

The king of Abyffinia never is feen to walk, nor to fet his 
foot upon the ground, out of his palace ; and when he would 
difmount from the horfe or mule on which he rides, he has a 
fervant with a ftool, who places it properly for him for that 
purpofe. He rides into the anti-chamber to the foot of the 
throne, or to the (tool placed in the alcove of his tent* He 
very often judges capital crimes himfelf. No man is con- 
demned by the king in perfon to die for the firft fault, unlefs 
the crime be of a horrid nature, fuch as parricide or facrilege. 
And, in general, the life and merits of the prifonerare 
weighed again ft his immediate guilt ; fo that if his firft behav- 
iour has had more merit towards the ftate than his prefent 
delinquency has thought to have injured it, the one is placed 
fairly againft the othgr, and the accufed is generally abfolved 
when the fovereign judges alone. Darius had condemned 
Sandeces, one of the king's judges, to be crucified for corrup- 
tion, that is, for having given falfe judgment for a bribe. 
The man was already hung up on the crofs, when the king, 
confidering with himfelf "how many good fervices he had 
done, previous to this, the only offence which he bad com- 
ptitted, ordered him to be pardoned. 

The 
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: The Perfian king, in all expeditions, was attended tof 
judges. We find in Herodotus, that, m the expedition of 
Cambyfes, ten of the principal Egyptians were condemned to> 
die by thefe judges for every Perfian that had been fiain by 
the peagfle of Memphis. Six judges always attended the 
king of Abyfinria to the camp, and, before them, rebels taken- 
on the field *re tried and jwnrifhed on the fpot. People that 
the king dfttingttiihed by favour, or for any public a&ion* 
were in both kingdoms presented with gold chains, f words* 
and bracelets. Thefe, in Abyffinia, are nuderftoodto be 
chferry rewards of military fervice j yet Foncet received 9 
gold chain from Yafbns the Great. The day before the. bat* 
tie of Serbraxos, Ay ton Engeden received a filver bridle and 
laddie, Covered with filver plates, from Ras Michael* 

In Abyffinia, when a prifoner is condemned in capital cafes, 
he is not again remitted to prifon, which is thought cruel, baft 
he is immediately carried away, and the fentence executed 
upon him, Abba Salama, the Acab Saat, was condemned 
by the king the morning he entered Gondar, on his return 
from Tigre, and immediately banged, in the garment of a 
pried, on a tree at the door of the king's palace. Chremation, 
brother to the ufurper Socinios, was executed that fame 
morning: Guebra Dengbel, Ras Michael's fon-in-law, was 
like wife executed that fame day, immediately after judg- 
ment; and fo were feveral others. The feme was the prac- 
tice in Perfia, as we learn from Xenopben, and more plainly 
from Diodorus. 

The capital punifliment, in Abyffinia, is the croft. Socini- 
os firfl ordered Arzo, bis competitor, who had fled for af- 
fiftance and refuge to Phineas king of the Falafha, to be 
crucified without the camp. We find the fame punifhment 
infli&ed by Artaxerxes upon Haman, who was ordered to 
be affixed to the crofs till he died. 

The next capital punilhraertt is flaying alive., That this 
barbarous execution flUl' prevails in Abyffinia is proved by 
the fate of the unfortunate Woofheka, taken prifoner in the 
campaign of 176*0, while Mr, Bruce was in Abyffinia; a fac- 

rifice- 
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rifice. made to the vejigeance of the beautiful Ozoro Either; 
who, kind and humane as (lie was in other relpeffa, couid re* 
tclve no atonement for the death of her hufband. 

Lapidation or (toning to death is the next capital punifh* 
ment in Abyffinia. This is chiefly initiated upon (gangers 
called franks, for religious caufes. The catholic priefts in 
Abyffinia that have been detected there, in thefe latterdays, 
have been ftoned to death, and their bodies lie dill in the 
iireets of Gondar, in fquares or wafle places, covered with 
the heaps of Hones which occafioned their death by beings 
thrown at thenv There are. three of thefe heaps at the church 
of Abbo, all covering Fnmcifcan friars ; and, betides them, 
a fraall pyramid over a boy who was (toned to death with 
them, about the firftyear of the reign of David IV. In Per- 
sia we find that Pagorafos (according to Ctefias) was ftoned 
to death by the order of the king ; and the fame author fays, 
that Pharnacyas, one of the murderers of Xerxes, was fton- 
ed to death likewife. 

■ • 

Among capital punifiiments may be reckoned likewife the 
plucking out of the eyes, a cruelty which Mr. Bruce had but 
too often feen committed in the fliort (lay he made in Ab) ffinia. 
This is generally inflicted upon rebels. After the (laughter of 
the battle of Fagitta, twelve chiefs of the Pagan Gall a, taken 
prifdners by Ras Michael, had their eyes torn out, and were 
afterwards abandoned to ftarve in the'valleys below the town* 
Several prifoners of another rank, noblemen of Tigre, un- 
derwent the fame misfortune 5 and what is wonderful, not 
one of them died in the operation, nor its confequences, 
though performed in the coarfeft manner, with an iron for- 
ceps, or pincers. 

The dead bodies of criminals (lain for treafon* murder and 
violence, on the high-way, at certain-times, are feldom buri- 
ed in Abyffinia. The ftreets of Gondar. are ftrewed yvith pie- 
ces of their carcaffei, which bring the wild beads in multi- 
tudes into the city as foon as it becomes dark, (6 that it is 
fcarcely fcfe for any one to walk in the night. The dogs ufed 

to 
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to bring pieces of human bodies^ into the houfe, and court* 
yard, to eat them in greater fecurity. 

. Notwithflanding the Abyffinians were fo anciently and 
nearly connected with Egypt, they never ft em to have made 
pfe' of paper, or, papyrus, but imitated the practice of the 
Perfians, who wrote upon Jkins $ and they do fo to this day.' 
This arifes from their having early been Jews. In Parthia, 
likewife, Pliny informs us, the ufe of papyrus wasabfolutely 
unknown 5 --and though it was discovered that papyrus grew 
ki the Euphrates, near Babylon, of which they could make 
paper, they obXlinately rather choofe to adhere to their an- 
dent cnftom of weaving their letters on cloth, of which they- 
made their garments. The Perfians, moreover ,'made ufe of 
parchment for their records, to which all their remarkable 
tranfacYions were trufled $ and to this it is probably owing 
we have fo many of their cuftoms preferred to this day. 



:.* 



From this great refemblance in cuftoms between the Per-' 
gansand Abyffinians., Following the fashionable way of judg- 
ing about the origin of nations, one fhould boldly. conclude, 
that the Abyffinians were a colony of Perfians ; but this is 
very well known to be without foundation.- The cuftoms, 
mentioned as only peculiar to Perfia, were common to all the 
eaft 5 and they were loll when thofe countries were over-run 
and conquered by thole who introduced barbarous cuftoms 
of their own. The reafon why we have fo much left of the 
Peril an cuftoms is, that they were written, and fo not liable 
to alteration ; and, being on parchment, did alfo contribute, 
to their prefervation. The hiflory which treats of thofe an- 
cient and polifhed nations has preferved few fragments of , 
their manners entire from the ruins of time ; while Abyffinia/ s 
at war with nobody, or at war with itfelf only, has preferred 
the ancient cuftoms which it enjoyed in common with all the* 
'eaft, and which were only loft wi other kingdoms by the in- 
vafion of flrangers, a misfortune Abvffinia has never Aiffered 
fince the introduction of letters. 

The old Egyptjagfcas we are told by facred fcripture, did 
not eat with (trangJRr; N but perhaps the obfervation is ex- s 
tended farther than ever fcripture meant. The inftance given 

W of 
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of Jofeph's brethren not being allowed to eat with die Egypt* 
j^ns was, becairie Jofepfc had told Pharoah that his brethren* 
and Jacob his father, were Ihepherds, that he might get from 
the Egyptians the land of Goflien, a land, as the name im* 
J>orts, of pafturage and graft, which the Nile never over- 
flowed, and it was therefore in pofleffion ot the Ihepherds, 
Now the ihepherds, we are told, were the direct natural en- 
emies of the Egyptians who live in towns* The mepherdft 
alio facrificed the god whom the Egyptians worshipped* 

The Egyptians wor Slipped the cow, and the ihepherds lived 
upon her fieJh, which made them a feparate people, that 
could not eat nor communicate together; and the very 
knowledge ef this was, as we are informed by Icripture, the 
reafon why Jofeph told Tharoab, when he a&ed him what 
profeffioo his brethren* were of, « Your fervants, (fays Jo* 
feph) are ihepherds, and their employment the feeding of 
cattle ;" and this was given out, that die land of Gomel* 
might be aiotted to them, and fo they and their defendants 
be kept feparate from the Egyptians, and not expoled to 
mingle in their abominations ; or, though they had abftained 
from thole abominations, they could not kill cattle for facri- 
fice or for food. They would have raited ill-will againft 
tbemfelves; and, as Mofes fays, would have been ftoned, and 
ib the end of bringing them toGofhen would have been frus- 
trated, which was to nurfe them in a plentiful land, in peace 
and fecurity, till they mould attain to be a mighty people, 
capable of fnbduing and filling the land, to which, at the end 
of their captivity, God was to lead them* 

The Abyffinians neither eat nor drink with ftrangers, 
though they have no reafon for this j and it is now a mere 
prejudice, became the old occafion for this regulation is lofU 
They break or purify, however, every veiTel a Granger of 
any kind (hall eat or drink in. The cuftom then is copied 
from the .Egyptians, and they have preferred it, though the 
Egyptian reafon .does no longer hold* 

The Egyptians made no account of Am other what her 
ftate was ; if the father was free, the child followed the con- 
dition of the father. This is ftritf ly fo in Abyflfoia. The 

king's 
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king's child by a negro-Have, bought with money, or. taken 
in war ^ is as near ia fucceeding to the crown, as any. one of 
twenty children that he haa older than that one, and born of 
the nobleft women of the country* 

The men in Egypt did neither boy nor fell $. the feme is the 

cafe in Abyffinia at this day. It is infamy for a man to go to 

market, to bay any thing* He cannot carry water or bake . 

bread j but he muft waft the clothes belonging to both fexes, 

and in this function, the women cannot help,him» In Abyffinia 

the men carried their burdens on their heads, the women on 

their moulders, and this difference we are told, obtained in, 

Egypt. It is plain, that this buying, in the public market, 

by women, muft have ended whenever jealoufy or fequeftra-* 

tion of that fex began ; for this reafon it ended early in 

Egypt 5 DU *> f° r tne oppofite reafon, it fubfifts in Abyffinia 

to this day. It was a fort of impiety in Egypt to eat a calf \ 

and the reafon was plain, they worshipped the cow. In 

Abyffinia, to this day, no man eats veal, although every one* 

very willingly eats a cow. The Egyptian reafon no k>nge* 

fubfifts, as in the former cafe, but the prejudice remains,* 

though they have forgotten their reafon. 

The Abyflinians eat no wild or water fowl, not even the 
. gpofe, which'was a great delicacy in Egypt. The reafon of 
this is, that, upon their converfion to Judaifm, they were 
forced to relinquish their ancient municipal cuftoms, as far as 
they were contrary to the Mofaical law ; and the animate, 
in their country, not correfponding in form, kind, or name, 
with thpfe mentioned in the Septuagint, or original Hebrew, 
it has followed, that there are many of each dais that know 
not whether they are clean or not j and a wonderful confu- 
fiojn and uncertainty has followed through ignorance or mif- 
take, being unwilling to violate the law in any one inftance 
through not understanding it. 

Mr. Bruce has mentioned, in the courfe of the narrative of 
bis journey from Mafuah, that, at a fmall di (lance from 
Axum, he overtook on the way three travellers, who Teemed 
to be foldiers, driving a cow before them. They halted at a 
brook ; threw down the beaft, and one jof them cut a pretty 
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large collop of flefli from iti Buttocks, after which they 
droveihe cow "gently on as before. A violent outcry, was 
railed in England at hearing this circumftance, which they 
did not hefitate to pronounce impoffible, When the manners 
and cuftoms of Abyffinia were to them utterly unknown* 
- The Jefuits, eftabliihed in Abyffinia for above a hundred 
years, hajl told them of that people eating, what they call 
raw meat, in every page, and yet they were ignorant of this. 

It muft be from prejudice alone we condemn the eating of 
raw flefh ; no precept, d ivine or human, forbids it ; and it it 
be true, as later travellers have difcovered, that there are na- 
tions ignorant of the ufe of fire, any law againft eating raw 
fielh could never have been intended by God $s obligatory 
upon mankind in general. At any rate, it is certainly not 
clearly known, whether the eating raw flefh was not an ear- 
lier and more general practice than by preparing it with fire; 
many wife and learned men have doubted, whether it was at 
firft permitted to man to eat animal food at all. God, the 
author of life, ar>4 the heft judge of what was proper to 
maintain it, gave this regimen to our firft parents*- Behold, 
I have given you every herb bearing feed, which is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit 
of a tree yielding feed : to -you it (hall be for meat*" And 
though, immediately after, he mentions both beaflsand (owls, 
and every thing that creepeth upon the earth, he does not 
fay that he has defigned any of thefe as meant for man. On 
the contrary, he feems to have intended the vegetable crea- 
tion as food for both. man and beaft — " And to every bead of 
the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every. thing 
that creepeth upon the earth, wherein .there is life, I have 
given every green herb for meat : and it was fo." , After the 
flood, when mankind began to reponefs the earth, God gave 
Koah a much more extenfive permiffion : — " Every moving 
thing that liveth (hall be meat for you ; even as the green 
herb have I given you all things.'* 

Saul's army, after a battle, flew, that is, fell voracioufly 
. upon the cattle they had taken, and threw them upon the 
ground to cut off their flefli, and eat them raw, fo that the * 
army, was defiled by eating blood, or living animals. To 
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prevent this, Saul canfed to be rolled to him a great flone, 
and ordered thofe that killed their oxen to cut their throats , 
upon that ftone. This was the only lawful way of killing 
animals for food ; the tying .of the ox and throwing it upon 
the ground was not permitted as .equivalent. The Ifraelites 
did probably in that cafe, as the AbyiHnians do at this day $ 
they cut a part of its throat, fo that blood might be feen upon 
the ground, but nothing mortal to the animal followed 
from that wound* But, after laying his head upon a large 
ftone, and cutting his throat, the blood fell from on high, or 
-was poured on the ground like water, and fufficient evidence 
appeared the creature was dead, before it was attempted to 
eat it. We have feen that the AbyiHnians came from Palef- 
tine a very few years after this j and we are not to doubt, 
that they then carried with them this, with many other 
Jewifh cuftoms, which they have continued to this day. 

Continent with the plan of this work, which is to defcribe 
the manners of the feveral nations through which Mr. Bruce 
paifed, good and bad, as he obferved them, he fays, he cannot 
avoid giving fome account of this Polyphemus banquet, as far; 
as decency will permit him ; it is part of the hiftory of a bar- 
barous people ; and Mr. Bruce fays, however he might wifn 
it; he cannot decline it. • 

In the capital, where one isfafe from furprife at all times, 
or in the country or villages, when the rains have become (b 
conftant that the valleys will not bear a horfe to pafs them, 
or that men cannot venture far from home, through iear of 
being furrotinded and fwept away by temporary torrents, oc- 
cafioned by fudden mowers on the mountains 5 in a word, 
when a man can fay he is fafe at home, and the {pear and 
Ihield is hung up in the hall, a number of people of the beft 
fafhion in the villages, of both fexes, courtiers in the palace, 
or citizens in the town, meet together to dine between twelve 
and one o'clock. A long table is fet in the middle of a large 
room, and benches befide it for a number of guefts who are in- 
vited. Tables and benches the Portuguese introduced amongft 
them; but bull hides, fpread upon the ground, ferved them 
before, as they now do in the camp and country. A cow or bull, 
one or more, aa the company is numerous, is brought clofe to 
• . W« the 
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the door, and his feet ftrongly tied. The jkin that hangs 
down under his chin and throat, is cut only fo deep as to 
arrive at the fat, of which it totally confifts, and, by the rep- 
aration of a few fmall blood- veflels, fix or feven drops of 
blood only fall upon the ground. They have no ft one, bench, 
nor altar upon which thefe cruel aflaffins lay the animal's 
head in this operation. Mr. Bruce begs -his pardon indeed 
for calling him an aflaffin, as he is not fo merciful as to aim 
at the life, but, on the contrary, to keep the beaft alive till he 
be nearly eaten -up. Having fatisfied the Mofaical law, ac- 
cording to his conception, by pouring thefe fix or feven drops 
upon the ground, two or more of them fall to work \ on 
the back of the beaft, and on each fide of .the fpine, they cut 
ikin deep ; then putting their fingers between the flefli and 
the ikin, they begin to drip the hide of the animal halfway 
down his ribs, and Co on to the buttock, cutting the. fkic 
wherever it hinders them commodioufly to drip the poor an- 
imal bare^ All the flefti on the buttocks is then cut ofl^ and 
in folid, fquare pieces, without bones, or much effuiion of 
blood ; and the prodigious noife the animal makes; is a fig- 
nal for the company to fit down to table. 

■ 

There are then laid before every gueft, inftead of plates, 
round cakes, if they may be fo called, about twice as big as 
a pan cake, and fomething thicker and tougher. It is unleav- 
ened bread of a fourifh tafte, far from being difagreeable, and 
very eafily digefted, made of a grain called tefF. It is of dif- 
ferent colours, from black to the colour of the whiieft wheat 
bread. Three or four of thefe cakes are generally put up- 
permoft, for. the food of the perfon oppofite to whofe (eat 
they are placed. Beneath thefe are four or five of ordinary 
bread, and of a blackifh kind* Thefe ferve the matter to 
wipe his fingers upon, and afterwards the fervantfor bread to 
his dinner. Two or three fervants then come each with a 
fquare piece of beeef in their bare hands, laying it upon the 
cakes of tefF, placed like tiifhes down the table, without cloth 
or any thing elfe beneath them. By this time all the guefts 
have knives in their hands, and their men have the large 
crooked ones, which they put "to all forts of ufes during the" 
tfoie of war. The women have fmall clafped knives, fuch 
as the worft of {he kind made at Birmingham, fold for a 
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Jienny each* The company are Co ranged, that one man fits be- 
tween two women ; the man with his long knife cuts a thin 
piece, which would be thought a good fc>eef-fteak in England, 
while you fee the motion of the fibres yet perfe&ly dillinft, . 
and alive in the flefli. No man in Abyffinia, of any iaJhion 
whatever, feeds himfelf, or touches his own meat. The wom- 
en take the (leak and cut it length-ways like firings, about 
the thicknefs of a little finger, then crofs- ways into fquare 
pieces, fomething fmaller than difce. This they lay upon a 
piece of the teff bread, ftrongly powdered with black pepper, 
or Cayenne pepper, and foffile fait $ they then wrap it up ia 
teff bread like a cartridge. 

In the mean time, the man having put up his knife, withx 
each hand refting upon his neighbour's knee, his body Hoop- 
ing, his head low and forward, and mouth open very like 
an idiot, he turns to the one whofe cartridge is firft ready, 
~who fluffs the whole or it into his mouth, which is fo full that 
he is in conftant danger of being choaked. This is a mark of 
grandeur. The greater the man would feem to be, the larg- 
er piece he takes in his mouth ; and the more noife he makes in 
chewing it, the more polite he is thought to be* They have 
indeed, a proverb that fays, " Beggars and thieve* only eat 
fmall pieces or without making a noife." Having difpatchecj 
this morfel, which he does very expeditioufly, his next fe- 
male neighbour holds forth another cartridge, which, goes 
the fame way, and fo on till he is Satisfied. He never drinks 
till he has finifhed eating ; and before he begins, in gratitude 
to the fair one that fed him, he makes up two fmall rolls of 
the fame kind and form ; each of his neighbours open their 
mouths at the fame time, while with each hand he pqts their 
portion into their mouths. He then falls to drinking out of 
a large handfome horn; the ladies eat till they are fatisfied, 
and then all drink together. A great deal of mirth and' joke 
goes round, % very feldom witfiany mixture of acrimony or 
ill humour. 

During all this time, the unfortunate victim at the door is 
bleeding indeed, but bleeding little. As long as they can 
cut off the flefli from his bones, they do not meddle with the 
Jhighs, or the parts where the great ajteriea are. At lafr, they 
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fall upon the~thighs Hkewife; and foon after, the animal' 
bleeding to death, becomes fo rough, that the cannibals, who 
have the reft of it to eat, find very hard work to feparate* 
the flefli from the bones with their teeth like dogs. 

In the mean time, thofe within. are very much elevated ;. 
love lights all its fires, and every thing is permitted with ab- 
folute freedom. There is no coynefs, no delays, no need of 
appointments or retirement, to gratify their wi/hes; there 
are no rooms but one, in which they facrifice both to Bac- 
chus and to Venus. * 

Although we read from the Jefiiits a great deal about mar* 
riage and polygamy, yet there is nothing which may be aver- 
red more trnly , than that there is no fuch th'mg as marriage in . 
Abyffinia, iinlefs that which is contracted by mutual confent, 
without other form, fubfifting only till diflblved by diflent 
of one or other, and to be renewed or repeated as often as 
it is agreeable to both parties, who, when they pleafe, cohab- 
it together again as man and wife, after having been divorc- 
ed, had children by others, or whether they hare been 
married, or had children with others or not. Mr. Bruce 
remembers to have once been at Kofcam in prefence of the 
Itegbe, when in the circle, there was a woman of great qual- 
ity, .and feven men who had all been her hufbands, none of 
whom was the happy fpoufe at that time. 

Upon reparation they divide the children. The eldeft foil 
falls to the mother's firft choice, and the eldeft daughter to 
the father. If there be but one daughter, tmd all the reft fons, 
Jhe is affigned to the father. If there be but one fon, and all 
the reft daughters, he is the right of the mother. If the num- 
bers are unequal after the firft election, the reft are divided 
by Jot. There is no fuch diftin&ion as legitimate and. illegiti- 
mate children, from tbe king to the beggar; for fuppofmg 
any one of their marriages valid, all the iflue of the reft muft 
be adulterous baftards. 

* Ras Michael one day afked Mr. Bruce, before Abba Sala- 
Jtia, (the-Acab Saa't) whether fuch things as thefe promifcuous 
marriages and divorces were permitted and pracli&d in hi* 
country ? He excttfed himfelf till he was no longer able * 
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and, upon liis infifting, he was obliged to anfwer, that even 
if fcripture had not forbidden it, as Chriftian?, as English- 
men, the lav retrained them from fuch practices, by declar- 
ing polygamy felony, pr punifliable by death. 

The king in his marriage uies no other ceremony than this: 
He fends an Azage to the houfe where the lady lives, where 
the officer announces to her, It is the king's plea fu re, that 
flie mould remove inftantly to the palace. She then drefles- 
herfelf in the beft manner, and immediately obeys. Thence-" 
forward he affigns her an apartment in the palace, and gives' 
her a houfe elfewhere in any part flie chodfes. Then, when 
he makes her Iteghe,^ it feems te be the neareil refemblance 
to marriage; for, whether in the court or the camp, he or-^ 
ders one of the judges to pronounce in his prefence, that he, 
the king, has chofen-his hand-maid, naming her for his queen ; • 
upon which the crown is put upon her head, but flic is not - 
anointed. ' - * 

The crown being heredifary in qne family, but elective itf 
the perfon, and polygamy being permitted, mufl have multi- 
plied thefe heirs very much, and produced conftant difputes, 
fo that it was* found neceflary to provide a remedy for the 
anarchy and effufion of royal blood, which was otherwife 
inevitably to follow. The remedy was a humane and gentle 
one : they were confined in a good climate upon a high mount- 
ain, and maintained there at public expenfe. They are 
taught to read and write, but nothing elfej 750 cloths for 
wrapping round them, 3000 ounces of gold, which is 30,000 
dollars, or crowns, are allowed by the ftate for their main- 
tenance. Thefe princes are hardly ufed, and, in trouble- 
fome times, often put to death upon the fmalleft mifinfor- 
mation. While Mr. Bruce was in Abyffinia,' their revenue 
was fo grofly mifapplied, that fome of them were faid to have 
died with hunger and of cold, by the avarice and hard -heart*, 
ednefi of Michael neglecting to furnifh -them neceflaries. 
Nor had the king, as far as ever Mr. Bruce could difcern, that 5 
fellow-feeling one would have expected from a prince, refc 
cued from that very fituation himfelf : however that be, and 
however diftreffing the fituation of thofe princes, we cannot 
but be fatisfied with it ; when w£ look to the neighbouring 
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kingdom df Sennaar, or Nabia, There no mountain U trad- 
ed with the confinement <»f their princes/} but, as foon aa the 
father dies, the throats of all the colkiWrs^, and all their des- 
cendants, that can be laid hold of, a,re* cut, and this is the cafe 
with all the black dates In the defert weft of Sennaar, Dar 
Fowr, Sele, and Bagirttia.* 

- In (peaking of the military force of this kingdom, great ex* 
nggeratibn* have been ufed, . The largeft army that ever was 
In the field, wa* that in the rebellion before the battle of Ser- 
braxos. When they firft encamped upon the lake Tzana, 
the rebel army altogether might amount to about 50,000 
men. In about a fortnight afterwards, many had deferted ; 
and Mr. Bruce does not think (for he fpeaks only by hear fay) 
that, when the king marched out of Gondar, they were* then 
above 30,0*0. When Gojam joined, and it was known that 
Michael and his army increafed to above 60,000 men ; cow- 
ards and brave, old and young, veteran foldiers and black* 
guards, all dame to be fpe&ators of that defirable event, 
which many of the wifeft had defpaired of living to fee. The 
king's army, perhaps never amounted to £6,000 men ; and by 
defertion and other caufes, when they retreated to Gondar, 
Mr. Bruce does not fuppofe the army was *6,ooo, moftly 
from the province of Tigre. Fafll, indeed, had not joined ; 
and putting bis army of 12,000 men,, it does not appear that 
any king of Abyffinia ever commanded 40,000 effective men-' 
at any time, or upon any caufe whatever, exclufive ofim 
boufehold troops. 

Their ftandard* are large (laves, Airmonnted at the top 
With a hollow ball ; below this is a tube in which the ftaff is 
fixed j and immediately below the ball, a narrow ftripe of 

lilk 

* Dr. Johnfon's beautiful tale of Raffelas Prince of Abyffinia, where warmth 
•f imagination, corre& reafonlng, and an extenfive knowledge of the general 
manners of mankind, and of the various appearances of human fife, are fo emi- 
"ncntly difplaycd, has already rendered this cuftom of the Abyffinian empire very 
generally known to Engllfh readers. He has converted the dreary mountain 
iBto^a happy valley. He has excluded the real evils to which the confined 
princes are cxpofed, but has a fuffident refourcc in ennui to embitter their en- 
joyment*. The tranflation of Logo's voyage was among Dr. Jbhnfon's firft Hfr- 
*ar > efforts ; but the information communicated by the Jefuit appears to have 
made a deep impreulon on hh mind. The ftory of Raffelas, and the, account 
*f Seguid's vain resolution to dedicate a few days to happincft» in an iflan4 
to the lake Dombea, are ftriklng tod noble proofs of this. 
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filk made forked, or fwallow-tailed, like a vane, and ieldont 
much broader. The ftandards of the infantry have the* 
flags painted two colours croffways— yellow, white, red, or 
green. The horfe have all a Hon upon their flag, fome a red, 
•tome a green, and fome a white lion. The black horie have 
a yellow lion, and over it a white ftar upon a red flag, allud- 
ing to two prophecies, the one, « Judah is a young lion,* 
and the other, « There fhall come a ftar, out of JudaV* 
This had been difcontinued for want of cloth till the war of 
JBegemder, when a large piece was found in Joas's wardrobe, 
and was thought a certain omen of his victory, and of along 
and vigorous reign. This piece of c\oth was faid to have: 
keen brought from Cairo by Yafous II. for the campaign of 
Sennaar, and, with the other ftandards and colours, was fbr>» 
rendered to the rebels when the king was made prifoner. 

; The king's houfehold troops fhould confift of about Zooa 
Infantry, 200c* of which carry firelocks, and fupply the place 
of archers ; bows have been laid afide for near a hundred 
years, and are only now ufed by the Waito Shangaila, and 
fome other barbarous inconfiderable nations. Thefe troops 
are divided into four companies, each under an officer called 
Shalaka, which anfwers to our colonel. Every "twenty men 
havean offrcer, every fifty a fecond, and every hundreds 
thlr<T$ that is, every, twenty have one officer who commands 
them, hut is commanded likewise by an. officer who com- 
mands the fifty j fo that there are three officers who com- 
mand fifty men, fix cominand a hundred, and thirty com- 
mand five hundred, over whom is the Shalaka ; and this body 
they call Bet, which fignifies a hou/e, or apartment, becaufe 
each of them goes by the name of one of the king's apart- 
ftients. For example, there is an apartment called Anbafa 
Bet, or the UonU hou/e, and a regiment carrying that, name 
has the charge of it, and their duty is at that apartment, or 
that part of the pahtce where U rs ; there is another called 
Jan Bet, or the elephants hou/e, that gives the name te 
another called Werk Sacala, or the gold hou/e, which gives 
its name to another corps ; and fo on with the reft. 

There are four regiments, that feldom, if ever, amounted 
to i$oo men, which depend alone upon the king', and are all 
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foreigner!, at leaft the officers ; thefe have the charge of his 
perfon while in the field. In times, when the king is out of 
leading firings, they amount to four or five thoufand, and 
t tfegn opprefs the country , for they have great privileges. At 
times, when the king's hands are weak, they are kept incom* 
,plete out of fear and jealoufy. 

i 

Before the king marches, three proclamations are made* 
.The firft is, " Buy your mules, get ready your provifion; and 
pay your fervants ; for, after fuch a day, they that feek me 
nere (hall not find me." The fecond is about a week after, 
or according as the exigency is preffing ^ this is, " Cut down 
. the kantuffa in the four quarters of the world, for I do not 
know where I am gdiqg." This kantuffa is a terrible thorn 
which very much mole/Is the king and nobility in* their march, 
by taking bold of their long "hair, and the cotton cloth they 
.are wrapped in. The third, and laft proclamation is, « I am 
encamped upon : the Angrab, or Rahha j he that does not. 
join me there, I will chaftife him for (even years." Mr, 
Bruce was long in a doubt what this term of feven years 
meant, till he recollected the jubilee-year of the Jews, with 
-whom feven years was a prefcription of offences, debts, ai}d 
all trefpafles* ■ * 

The rains generally ceafe the eighth of September j * fickly 
feafon follows till they begin again aboutthersoth bf-O&ober j 
they then continue pretty conitant but moderate in quantity, 
till rtedar St. Michael, the eighth 'of November. AH epi- 
demic difeafes ceafe with the end of thefe rains, and it is them 
the armies begin to march. 

• Mr. Bruce next proceeds to (peak of the (late of religion in 
Abyfiinia, where there are more churches than in any other 
country, and, though it is very mountainous,and consequently 
the view much obftru&ed, it is very feldom you fee lefs than 
five or fix churches; and, if you are on a commanding 
ground, five times that number. Every great man that dies 
thinks he has atoned for all his wtckednefs if lie leaves a fund 
to build a church, or has built one in his life time. The king 
. builds many. Wherever a viftory is gained, there a church 
is ere&ed in the very field {linking with the putrid bodies of 
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the (lain. Formerly this was only the cafe when the enemy 
was Pagan or Infidel ; now the fame is obferved when the 
victories are over Chriftians, The fituation of a church is al* 
way's ehofen near running water, for the convenience of their 
purifications and ablutions, *in which they obferve ftrictly 
the Levitical law. They are always placed upon the top of 
fome beautiful round hill, which is furrounded entirely with 
rows of the oxycedrus, or Virginia cedar, which grows here 
In great beauty and perfection, and is called Arz. There is 
nothing adds fo much to the beauty of the country as thefe 
churches and the plantations about them. In the middle of 
this plantation of cedars is interfperfed, at proper di fiances, a 
number of thofe beautiful tre.es called Cufib, which grow 
very high, and are all extremely picturefque. 

The churches are all round, with thatched roofs ; their Aim- 
inits are perfect cones j the outfide is furroonded by a num- 
ber of wooden pillars, which are nothing elfe than the 
trunks of the cedar- tree, and are placed to fupport the ed- 
ifice, 'about eight feet of the roof projecting beyond the wall 
of the church, which forms an agreeable walk, or colonnade 
around it in hot weather, or in rain. The inlide of the church 
is in feveral divisions, according as is prefcribed by the law of 
Mofes. The firft is a circle fome what wider than the inner 
one % here the congregation fit and pray. Within this is a 
fquare,and that fquare is divided by a veil or curtain, in which 
is another very fmall divifion anfwering to the holy of holies* 
This is fo narrow, that none but the priefts can go into it. 
You are bare- footed, whenever -you enter thexburcb, and if 
bare-footed, you may go through every part of it, if you have 
any fuch curiofity, provided you are pure, that is, have not 
been concerned with women for twenty. four hours before, 
or touched carrion or dead bodies, (a curious aiTemblage of 
ideas) for in that cafe you are not to go within the precincts, 
; or outer circumference of the church, but fland and fay your 
prayers at an awful di ft a nee among the cedars. 

Every perfon of both (exes, under Jewifh difquaHfications, -■ 
are obliged to obferve this di fiance; and this is always a place 
belonging to the church, where, unlefs in Lent, you fee the 
greateft part of the congregation ; but this ia left to your 
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own confcienee, and, if there was either great iaeohirenteiiae 
in the one fituation, orgreat fatisfa&ion in the other, the cafe 
woBSd.be otberwife. 

On your firft entering the church, you put off your (hoes .-* 
■but you muft leave a fervant there with them, or ejfe they 
will be ftolen, if good for any thing, by the priefts and monks, 
before you come out of the church. At entering you kifs the 
threshold, and the two door polls, go in and (ay what prayer 
you pleafe*; that finifhed, you come out again; and your duty 
as over. The churches are full of pictures, painted on parch- 
ment, and nailed upon the walls, in a manner little lefs flov- 
enly than you fee*paltry prints in beggarly country ale-houfes* 
There has been always a fort of painting known among the 
-fcribes, a daubing much inferior to the worft of our Ggn 
painters. -Sometimes, for a particular church, they get a 
number of pictures of feints, on nuns of parchment, ready 
4ini(hed from- Cairo, in a>ftale very little fuperior to thefe per- 
formances of their own. They are. placed like a frieze, and 
Jmng ia the upper part of the wall. St. George is generally 
there with his dragon^ and .St. Demetrius fighting a lion. 
There is no choice in their faints, they are both of the Old and 
New Teftament, aad thofe that might he difpenfed with from 
tooth. There is St. PomJous'PUate and his" wife.; tnere is St. 
Balaam and his afs ; Sanifon and his jaw-bone ; and fo of the 
;reft. But £he thing that furprifed Mr. Bruce moft, was a 
Jtind of fquare miniature upon the front of the head, piece, or 
, mitre, of the prieft, adminiilering thefacrament at Adowa* 
-reprcfeHting Pharoah on a white horfe plunging in the Red 
Sea, with many guns and>piftols fwimoiing upon the furface 
»«f kanound him. 

Nothing embafTed, nor in reUef, ever appears in any of 

their churches ; all this would be reckoned idolatry, fo much 

To that they do not wear a crofs, as has beenTeprefented, on 

the top of the ball of the fendick, or ftandard, beeaufe it calls 

. a (hade ; but there is no doubt that pictures have been ufed 

in their churches from the very earlieftagtof Ghritfliaritty. 

The articles of the faith of the Abyjfiniaosbavebeen inquir- 
'icd into and difcufled with fo mudi^eeiwf* W^bggipning 
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of this century, that Mr. Bruce fears he would difoblige fome 
•f hb readers were he to pafi this fubjecl: without notice. 

Their firft bifhop, Frumentius, being ordained about the. 
year. 333, and inftru&ed in the religion of the Greeks of the 
church of Alexandria by St. Atbanafius, then fitting in the 
chair of St. Mark, it follows that the true religion of the ** 
AoYffinians, whicb they received on their converfion to 
Chriftianity, is that of the Greek church ; and every rite or 
ceremony in the Abyffinian church may be found and traced 
up to its origin in the Greek churches while both of them 
were orthodox. Frumentius preferved Abyffinia untainted 
with herefy till the day of his death. We find from a letter 
preferved in the works of St. A than alius, that Conttantius* 
the heretical Greek Emperor, wifhed St. Atbanafius to deliver 
him up, which, that patriarch refuted to do : indeed at that 

time, it was not in his power- 

* 

Soon after this, Ariauifm, and a number of other hereties, 
each in their turn, were brought, by the monks from Egypt, 
and infe&ed the church of Abyffinia. A great part of thefe 
herefies, in the beginning, were certainly owing to the dif- 
ference of the languages in thofe times, and efpecialry the two 
words Nature and Perfon ; than which no two words were 
ever more equivocal, in every language in which they have 
been tranflated. 

It was (ettled by tfie firft general council, that, one baptifm 
only was neceifary for the regeneration of man* for freeing 
him from the fin of our firft parents, and lifting him under 
the banner of Cbrift. " I confefs one baptifm for the re- 
million of fins,' 9 fays the Symbol* It was maintained by the 
Jefuits, that in Abyffinia, once every year, they baptifed all 
grown peopiev or adults* Mr. Bruce here relates /what he 
hdmfdf faw on the fpot. 

The fmall river, running between the town of Adowa and 
the church, had been dammed up for feveral days ; the ftream 
was fcanty, fo that it fbarcery overflowed/ It was in places 
three feet deep, m fome, perhaps, four, or little more* 

Three large tents were pitched the morning before the feafl 

of 
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of the Epiphany ; one on the north' for the priefts to repofe hi 
during intervals of the fervice, and, befide this, one to com- 
municate in : on the fouth there was a third tent for the 
monks and priefts of another church to reft themfelves in 
their turn. About twelve o'clock at night, the monks and 
priefts met together, and began 'their prayers and pfalms at 
the water fide, one party relieving each other. At dawn* of 
day, the governor, Welleta Michael, came thither with fame 
foldiera to raife men for Ras Michael, then on his march 
again ft Waragna Fafil, and fat down on a fmall hill by the 
water fide, the troops all fkirmifhing on foot and on borfe- 
back around them. 

» 

As foon as the fun- began to appear, three large erodes of 
wood were carried by three priefts drefled in their facerdotal 
veftments, and who, coming to the fide of the river, dipt the 
crofs into the water, and all this time the firing, fkirmifhing, 
and praying, went on together. The priefts with their erodes 
returned, one of their number before them carrying fome. 
thing lefs than an Englifh quart of water in a filver cup or 
chalice: when they were about fifty yards from Welleta 
Michael, that general flood up, and the prieft took as much 
water as he could hold in his hands and fprinkled it upon 
his head, holding the cup at the fame time to Welleta Mich- 
ael's mouth to tafte ; after which the prieft received it back 
again, faying, at the fame time, « Gzier y'barak," which is 
limply, " May God blefs you." Each of the three erodes 
were then brought forward, to Welleta Michael, and he killed 
them. The ceremony of fprinkling the water was then re- 
peated to all the great men in the tent, all cleanly drefled as 
in gala. Some of them, not contented with afperfion, re- 
ceived the water in the palms of their hands joined, and 
drank it there : more water was brought for thofe that had 
not partaken of the firft ; and after the whole of the gov* 
ernor's company was fprinkled, the crofTes returned to the 
river, their bearers finging halelujo/u, and the fkirmifhing and 
firing continuing. 

Mr. Bruce obferyed, that, a very little time after the gov- 
ernor had been fprinkled, two horfes and two mules, belong- 
ing to Ras Michael and Ozoro Either, came and were warned. 

Afterwards 
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Afterwards the foldiers went m and bathed their horfes and 
Suns $ thole who had wounds bathed them alio. Heaps of 
platters and pots, that had been ufed by .Mahometans or Jew?, 
-were brought thither likewife to be purified $ and thus the 
whole ended. 

Mr. Bruce Taw this ceremony performed afterwards at 
Kahha, near Gondar, in prefence of the king, who drank 
fome of the water, and was (prinkled by the prieils ; thea 
took the cup in his hand, and threw the red \hat was left 
upon Am ha Yafbus, faying, " I will be your deacon j" and 
this was thought a high compliment, the prieit giving -him 
his bleffing at the fame time, but offering him no more water, 

Mr. Bruce then mentions the account given of this by Alva- 
rez, chaplain to the Portuguefe embafly, under Don Roder- 
igo de Lima* 

The king had invited Don Roderigo de Lima, the Portu- 
guefe ambaflador, to be prefent at the celebration of the fes- 
tival of the Epiphany. They went about a mile and a half 
from their former flat ion, and encamped upon the fide of a 
pond which had been prepared for the occaOon. Alvarez 
fays, that, in their way, they were often afked by thofe they 
met or overtook, " Whether or not they were going to be 
beptijfed ?" to which the chaplain and his company anfwered 
in the negative, as having been already once baptifed in their 
childhood. In the night (fays he) a great number of priefts 
aflembled about the pond, roaring and finging with a view of 
bleffing the water. After midnight the baptHm began. The 
Abuna Mark, the king and queen, were the -firfl that went 
into the lake ; they had each a piece of cotton cloth about 
their middle, which was juflvfb much more than the reft of 
the people had. At the fun-rifing the baptifm was moft 
thronged ; after which, when Alvarez came, the lake was 
full of holy water, into which they had poured oil. 

It mould ieem, from this oufet of his narrative, that be wag 
not at the lake till the ceremony was halt over, and did not 
fee that benedi&ioii of the water at all, nor the curious ex- 
hibition of the king, q\jeen ; and Abuna, and their cot*. 

tea clvthSi 

X* .The , 
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The Abyffioians receive the holy facrament in both kinds fri 
unleavened bread, and in the grape bruifed with the hute to- 
gether as it grows, fo that is a kind of marmalade, and is given 
in a fiat fpoon : whatever they may pretend, fome nf ixture 
feems neceflary to keep it from fermentation in the ftate that 
it is in, unlefs the dried clufter is frefli bruifed jurt before it is 
ufed, for it is little more fluid than the common marmalade 
of confectioners j but it. is perfe&ly the grape as it g l rew ? 
bruifed ftones and fkin together. Some means, however, 
"have been nfed, as Mr. Bruce fuppofes, to prevent fermenta- 
tion, and make it keep ; and though this is conftantJ y de- 
nied, he has often thought he tailed a flavour that was not 
natural to the grape itfeif. 

It is a miftake that there U no wine in Abyffinia ; for a quan- 
tity of excellent flrong wine is made at Dreeda, fouth-wefl 
from Gondar, about thirty miles, which would more than fupply 
-the quantity neceflary for the celebration of the eucharift in 
all Abyffinia twenty times over. The people them fe Ives are 
not fond of wine, and plant the vine in one place *>nly -, and 
in this they have been imitated by the Egyptians, their, 
colony ; but a fmall black grape, of an excellent flavour, 
grows plentifully wild in every wood in Tigre* 

• 

Large pieces of bread are given to the communicants ia 
proportion to their quality ; and Mr. Bruce has feen great 
men, who, though they opened their mouths as wide as a 
•man conveniently can do, yet from the refpett the priefts 
bore him, fuch a portion of the loaf was put into his mouth 
that water, iranfrdm his eyes, from the incapacity of chewing 
it; which, however, he does as indecently,, and with full a& 
much noife, as he eats at table. 

After receiving the facrament of the eucharift in both 
kinds, a pitcher of water is brought, of which the commu- 
nicant drinks a large draught ; and well he needs it, to wa/h 
down the quantity of bread he has juft fwallowed. He then 
retires from the fteps of the inner divifion upon which the ad- 
miniftering pried (lands, and, turning his lace to the wall of 
the church; in private fays fome prayer, with feeming decency 
and attention, . 

Tiw 
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The* Romanics doubt of the validity of the AbyiHnian cotr- 
fecration of the elements, becaufe in their liturgy it is plainly 
faid, '< Lord, put thy hand upon this cup, and blefs it, and 
fan&ify it, and purify it, that in it may be made thy holy 
blood }' f and of the bread they fay, " Blefs this faucer, or 
plate, that in it may be made thy holy body.'* And in their 
prayer they fay, " Change this bread, that it may be made 
thy pure body, which is joined with this cup of thy precious 
blood." The Jefuits doubt of the validity of this confecra* 
tion, becaufe it is faid, " this bread is my body," and over 
the wine, " this cup is my blood ;" whereas, to operate a true-' 
tranfubftantiation, they mould fay over the bread, " thisi* 
my body." 

Mr. Bruce fini/hes this fubjecYby an anecdote that happened 
a few months before his. coming into Abyffinia, as it was ac- 
cidentally told him by the pried of Adowa, the very day of 
the Epiphany, and which Janni vouched to be true, and to 
have feeji. 

' The Sunday after Ras Michael's departure for Condar 
from Adowa, he went to church in great pomp, and there re- 
ceived the facrament. There happened to be fuch a crowd 
to fee him, that the wine, part 'of the coiifecrated elements, 
was thrown down and fpilt upon the fteps whereon the com- 
municants flood at receiving. Some flraw or hay was in- 
ftantly gathered and fprinkled upon it to cover it, and the 
communicants continued the fervice till the end, treading that 
grafs under foot. 

This giving great offence to Janni, and fome lew priefls 
that lived with him, it was told Michael, who, without ex- 
plaining himfelf, faid only, •« As to the facl of throwing the 
bay, they are a parcel of hogs, and know no better." Thefe 
few words had ftuck in the ftomacb of the prieft of Adowa, 
who, with great fecrecy, and as a mark of friendfhip, beg* 
ged Mr. Bruce would give him his opinion what he mould 
have done, or rather, what would have been done in his conn- 
try ? Mr. Bruce told him, that the anfwer to his queftion de- 
pended upon two things, which, being known, his difficulties 

would 
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would be very eafily folved, " If yon do believe that the 
Wine fptlt by the mob upon the fteps, and trodden Under foot 
afterwards, was really the blood of Jefus Chrift, then you 
was guilty of a moft horrid crime, and yonlhouid cry upon the 
mountains to cover you ; and ages of atonement are not fuf- 
fcient to expiate it*- You mould in the mean time, have railed 
the place round with iron, or built iLxound with ftone, that 
no foot, or any thing eUe but the dew of heaven, could have 
fallen upon it, or you mould have brought in the river upon 
the place that would have warned it all to the lea, and cov- 
ered it ever after from facrilegious profanation. But if, on 
the contrary, you believe, (as many chriftian churches da) 
that the wine (notwithstanding confecration) remained in the 
cup nothing more than wine, but was only the fymbol, or 
type, of Chrift*s blood of the New Teftament, then the /pill- 
ing it upon the fteps, and the treading upon it afterwards, 
having been merely accidental, and out of your power to 
prevent, being fo far from your wi(h that you are heartily 
lorry that it happened, I do not reckon that you afe further 
liable in the crime of facrilege, than if the wine had not been 
confecrated at all. You are to humble yourfelf, and fincereiy 
regret that fo irreverent an accident happened fn your hands, 
and in your time ; but as you did not intend it, and could 
not prevent it,, the confequence of an accident, where inatten- 
tion is exceedingly culpable, will be imputed to you, and 
nothing further." 

The prieft declared to Mr. Bruce, with, tbe.gveatefl-earneii- 
nefs, that he never did believe that the elements in the eu- 
charift were converted by confecration into the real body and 
blood of Chrift. He fa id, however, that he believed this to 
be the Roman Catholic faith, but it never was his ; and that 
be conceived iHe bread was bread, and the wine was wine, 
even after confecrat'ron. From this example, whkh occurred 
mere accidentally, and was not the fruit of interrogation or 
tforiofity, it appears to Mr. Bruce, whatever the jefuits fhy, 
fomc at Ieaft among the AbyfEpians do not believe the' real 
prefence in the evcharift ; but further our traveller is not 
enough informed to give a pofitiv* opinion, ' 

The 
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The Abyffinians are not all agreed about the ftate of fonlsr 
before the refurre&ion of the body. The opinion which* 
generally prevails is, that there is no th-rd ftate ; but that, 
after the example of the thief, the fouls of good men enjojr 
the beatific vifion immediately upon the feparation from the 
body. But their practice and books both contradict this ? 
for, as often as any perfon dies, alms are given, and prayers 
are offered for the fouls of thofe departed, which would be 
vain did they believe they were already in the pretence of 
God, and in pofTeffion of the greateft blifs poffible, wanting 
nothing to complete it. 

The circumciffion of the Abyffinians is performed with a 
fharp knife, or razor. There is no laceration with the nails* 
no formula or repetition of words, nor any religious ceremo- 
ny at the time of the operation, nor is it done at any particu- 
lar age, and generally it is a woman that is the furgeon. 
The Falafha fay they perform it fome times with the edge of 
a (harp Hone, fometimes with a knife or razor, and at other 
times with the nails of their fingers j and for this purpofe 
they have the nails of their little fingers of an immoderate 
length : at the time of the operation the pried chants a hymn, 
or verfe importing, " Blefled art thou, O Lord, who haft 
ordained circumciflon !" This is performed on the eigth day, 
and is a religious rite, according to the firft inftitution by 
God to Abraham* 

€ 

All the inhabitants of the globe agree in cohfidermg it 
Jhameful to expofe the private part of their body, even to 
men ; and in the eaft, where, from climate, you are allowed, 
and from refpect to your fuperiors, the generality of men are 
forced to go naked, all agree iri covering their waift, which 
is called their nakednefs, though it is really the only part of 
their body that is covered. 

Circumcifion having no natural caufe or advantage, being 
in itfelf repugnant to man's nature, and extremely painful, 
if not dangerous, it could never originate in man*s mind wan- 
tonly, and out of free will. It might have done fo indeed 
from imitation, but witb Abraham it had a caufe, as God was 
' : to 
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to make his private family in a few years numerous j like the 
fands of the (ea. This mark; which feparated them from all 
the world, was ah eafy way to (hew whether thepromife was 
fulfilled or not. They were going to take poileffioa of a land 
Where circumcifion was not known, and this /hewed them 
their enemy diitinct from their own people* 

There is another ceremony, which regards the women aHb, 
.and which Mr. Bruce calls incifion. This is an ufage frequent, 
and ft ill retained among the Jews, though positively prohibit- 
ed by the law : " Thou (halt not cut thy face for the fake of, 
or on account of the dead." As foon as a near relation dies 
ki Abyffinia, a brother or parent, coulin-gerroan or lover, 
every woman in that relation, with the nail" of her little firt- 
ger, which (he leaves long oh purpofe, cuts the fkm of both* 
her temples, about the fize of a (ixpence y and therefore you 
iee either a wound or a fear in. every fair face in Abyflinia ; 
and in the dry feafon, when the-camp is out, from the lofs of 
friends, they feidom have liberty to* heal till peace, and the 
army return with- the rains. 

The Abyffinians, like the ancient Egyptians, their firft colo- 
ay, computing their time, have continued the u/e of the folar 
year. Dj odor us Sicutas fays, «• They do not reckon their 
time by the' moon, bat according to the ftin<; that thirty days 
conftitute their month, to which they add five days and tbe 
fourth part of a day, and this completes their year*" 

It i* uncertain whence they derived the names • of their 
months ; they have no fignification in any of the languages of 
Abyifinia. The name of the tir ft month among the old 
. Egyptians has continued to this day. It is Tot, probably fo 
called from the firft division of time among the Egyptians, 
from observation of the helaical rtfing of the dog-ftar. The 
names of the months retained in Abyffinia are poffibly in an* 
tiquity prior to this ; they are probably thofe given them by 
the Cufhite, before the Kaiendars at Thebes and Merge, their 
colony were formed* 
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Ttw Abyffinians hare another way of defcribing time, pe~ 
<culiar to themfelves ; theyjread the whole of the four evan* 
gelifts every year in their churches. They begin with Mat- 
tiiew, then proceed to Mark, Luke, and John, in order 5 and 
-when they fpeak of an event, they write and fay it happened 
in the days of Matthew, that is, in the firfl quarter of the 
year, while the gofpel of St. Matthew was yet reading in the 
churches. Tbey compute the time of the day in a very ar- 
bitrary, irregular manner. The twilight is very fliort, al- 
rooft. imperceptible, and was fttll more (6 when the court 
was removed farther to the fouthward in Shoa. As foon at 
the fun falls below the horzion, night comes on, and all the 
ftars appear. This term, then, the twilight, they choofe for 
the beginning of their day, and call it Naggl, which is the 
very time the twilight of the morning lafts. The fame is ob- 
ferved at night, and Mefet is meant to fignify the inftant of 
beginning the twilight, between the fun's falling below the 
horizon and the ftars appearing. Mid-day is by them called 
Kater y a very old word, which fignifies culmination, or a 
thing's, being arrived or placed at the middle or higheft part 
of an arch. All the reft of times, in con ver fat ion, they de- 
fer! be by pointing at the" place in the heavens where the fun 
then was, when what they are defcribing happened* 

Mr. Bruce concludes what further he has to fay on this fub- 
ject, by obferving, that nothing can be more inaccurate than: 
all Abyflinian calculations. Befides their abfolute ignorance 
in arithmetic, their excefiive idlenefs and averfion to liudy, 
and a nunrtber of fanciful, whimfical combinations, by which 
every particular fcribe or monk diftinguifhes himfelf, there 
are obvious reafons why there fhould be a variation between 
their chronology and ours. The beginning of our years are 
different ; ours .begins on the ift of January, and theirs on 
the 1 ft day of September, fo that there are 8 months differ- 
ence between us. The laft day of Auguft may be the year 
1780 with" us, and 1779 only with the Abyffinians. And in 
the reign of their kings, they very feldom mention either 
month or day beyond an even number of Jears. Suppofing 
then, it is known that the reigu of ten kings extended from 

fuch 



fc$4 NARRATIVR OF, &e. - 

luch to fuch a period, where all the months and dap are 

comprehended, when we come to affign to each of tbele an 

equal number of years, without the correfpondent months 

and days, it is plain that, when all thefe feparate reigns come 

' , s to be added together, the one fum- total will not agree with 

/ the other, but will be more or lefs than the juft time which 

"that prince reigned. This, indeed, as errors compenfate full 

as frequently as they accumulate, will feldom amount to a 

difference above three years, a (pace of time too trivial to be 

of any confequence in the hiftory of bar barious nations. 
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SOURCE of the NILE. 



BOOK VI. 



first. attempt to discover the source of the nile, 

frustrated: a successful journey thither,. 

with a ft/ii account of .every thing re* 

lating to that celebrated river* 

ON E day, when Mr. Bruce was at court, he met Tecla 
Mariam, th* King's Secretary, who, taking him by the 
hand, faid, with a laughing countenance, "Oh ho, I wilh you 
joy ; this is like a man ; yoti are now no Aranger but one of, us; 
why wa« not you at court ?" Mr. Bruce faid he had no particu* 
lar bufmefs there, but that he came thither to fee Ay to Confu, 
that he might fpeak in favour of Yafine to get him appointed 
deputy of Ras el Feel, " Why don't you appoint him your- 
felf ? (fays he) what has Confu to do with the affair now ? 
You don't intend always to be in leading firings ? You may 
thank the king for yourfelf, but I would never adyife you to 
fpeak one word of Yafine tu him ', it is not the cuftom ; yoti 
may, if you pleafe, to Confu, he knows him already. His 
eftate lies all around you, and he- will enforce your orders, if 
there (hould be any need." 

" Pardon me, Tecla Mariam, (faid Mr. Bruce) if I do Hot 
underfland you. I came here to folicit for Yafine, that Confu 
or his fucceflbr would appoint hiin their deputy, and you 

Y anfwer 
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anfwer that you adrift me to appoint him myfelf?* '« And 
fo I do, (replied Tecla Mariam) who is to appoint him but 
you ? Vou are governor of Ras el Feel 5 are you not ?" Mr, 
Bruce flood motionlefs with aflonifbment. " It is no great 
affair, (faid he) and I hope you will never fee it* It is a hot; 
unwholefome country, full of Mahometans ; but its gold is 
as good as any Chriftian gold whatever. I wifli it had been 
Begemder with all my heart, but there is a good time 
coming." 

Mr. Bruce, after having recovered himfelf a Kttle from his 
furprife, went to Ayto Cohfu to kifs his hand as his fuperior, 
but this he would by no means fuffer him to do, A great 
dinner was provided them by the Iteghe* ; and Yafine being 
fent for, was appointed, clothed, that is inverted, and ordered 
immediately to Ras el Feel to his. government, to make peace 
with the Daveina, and bring all the horfes he could get with 
htm from thence, or from Atbara* The having thus provided 
for Yafine, and fecured, as he thought, a retreat to Sennaar 
for himfelf, gave him the firft real pleafure that he had re- 
ceived fince his landing at Mafuah j and that day, feeing him- 
felf in company with all his friends, and the hopes of this 
country, for the firft time fince his arrival jnAbvffinia, he 
abandoned himfelf to joy* 

His confutation was, however, too much weakened to bear 
any excefles. The day after, when he went home to Emfras, 
he found himfelf attacked with a flow fever, and, thinking 
that it was the prelude of an ague, with which he was often 
tormented, he tell to taking bark, without any remiflion, or, 
where the remiflion was very obfeure, he (hut himfelf up in 
the hdufe, upon his conftant regimen of boiled rice, with 
abundant draughts of cold water. 

A commotion arofe about this time, at Gondar, on account 
*f a religious difpute. Mr. Bruce was led to haften thither 
by hearing that his friend Tecla Mariam-, and his daughter of 
the fame name, one of the moft beautiful women in Abyffinia 
had both been taken ill. Soon after bis arrival., rje learned 
Chat the origin of the difpute and the quarrel which it occa- 
sioned, was a qoeftion concerning the fate of Nebuchadnez- 
zar, — 
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*at,— "Whether he was now a Saint in Heaven, or burning in 
bell fire with D^than and Aberam ? He was at the fame time 
informed, that, however indifferent he might be about the 
matter in difpute, he would not beeafily able to avoid declar- 
ing his Sentiments, nor efcape danger, whatever thefe might 
be. His friends, accordingly, infifted on attending him, to 
protecl them in the ftreets ; and Ayto Ayloand Ayto Heikel 
accompanied him to Tecla Martam's. Neither that noble- 
man nor his daughter was very much indifpe fed. Some other 
friends were with him, and the evening was accordingly patted 
in great feftivity. 

Next day Mr. Bruce waited on the king. One of the firft 
queftions his raajefty put to him was, whether or not Ne- 
buchadnezzar were a Saint ? Mr. Bruce firft declined to give 
his opinion ; and when urged, declared againft tbe monarch 
of Babylon. His majefty then produced fo many reafons in 
Nebuchadnezzar's favour, that Mr. Bruce could no longer 
infift on his damnation. Tecla Maria m foon after came in ; 
and, Mr. Bruce took the firft opportunity of mentioning Ne- 
buchadnezzar to him ; and his friend, the fecrelary's fenti- 
ments concerning the merits of that hero, were not more 
favourable or more fettled than his own, and that Ras Michael 
was about to take a very expeditious and efficacious- method 
of terminating the difpute. A proclamation was foon after 
iflued, ordering the mocks and other diforderly perfons, who 
had retorted to the city on this occafion, to be gone, and 
anouncing, that four hundred Galla were to patrole. and 
fcotir tbe Itreets at night, and that others were to watch and 
clear the roads* This put a fjjeedy end to the concern for 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the impertinenc.es of the Monks, 

At this time a piece of bad news was circulated at Gondar, 
that Kafmati Boro, whom. tbe Ras had left governor at Da- 
mot, had been beaten by Fafil, and obliged to retire to his 
own country in Gojam, to Stadia Amba, near the paflage of 
the Nile, at Mini ; and that Fafil, witfi a much larger army 
of Galla than that he had brought to Fagitta, had taken pofef- 
fion of Burt, the ufual place of his refidence. This being 
privately talked of as true, Mr. Bruce afked Kefla Yafous ai 
confidence what he knew of it* Upon its .being confirmed, 

hi 
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lie could not dMguife his farrow, as he was convinced that -un- 
expected turn of affairs would be an invincible obftacle to his 
reaching the fource of the Nile. " You are miftaken, (fays 
Kefla YaJbus) it is the bed thing that could happento you. 
Why you defire to fee thofe places I do not know ; but this 
lam fare of, you never will arrive there with-any degree of 
fafety while Fafil commands. He is as perfect a Galla asever 
forded the Mile ; he has neither word, nor oath, nor faith 
that can bind ; he does mifchief for mifchiers fake, and then 
laughts at it." 

After Fafil's defeat at Fagitta, and the affront he received 
at Aflba in the heart of his own country, he had continued 
his route to Bure", a diftrift of the Agows, where was his eon- 
ftant refidence. After ihis he had crofled the Nile into the * 
country of Bizamo, and Boro de Ga~go had taken up his reii- 
denceatBurl, when Michael returned to Gondar ; but no 
fooner had he heard of his arrival in thofe parts, than he 
inarched with a number of horfe, and forced his rival to re- 
tire to Gojam, 

A very obftinate battle was fought at Banja,. in which the 
' Agows were entirely defeated by Fafil, feven of their chiefs 
killed, all men of great con fequence, among whom was Aya- 
mico, a very near relation of the king. The news was fir (I 
brought by a fon of Nanna Georgis, chief of the Agows, who 
efcaped from the battle. Michael was at dinner, and Mr. 
Bruce was prefent. It was one of his caroufals for the mar- 
riage of Powuflen, when young Georgis came into the room, 
in a torn and dirty habit, unattended, and almofl unper- 
ceived, and preferred himfelf at the foot of the table. Mich- 
ael had then in his hand a cup of gold, it being the exclusive 
privilege of tlie governor of -the province of Tfgre* to drink 
out of fuch a cup $ it was full of wine ; before a word was 
spoken, and upon the firft appearance of the map, he threw 
the cup and wine upon the ground, and cried out, " I am 
guilty of the death of thefe people." Every one arofe, the 
table was removed, and Georgis told his misfortune, that 
Nanna Georgis, his father, Zeegam Georgis, the next in rank 
Among them, Ayamfco the king's relation, and four other 
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chiefs, were flain at Banja, and their race nearly extirpated 
by a vtclory gained with much bloodshed, and after cruelly 
purfued ia retaliation tor that. of Fagltta* 

A council was immediately called* where itSvas refolved, 
that, though the rainy feafon was at hand, the utmoft expedi- 
tion (hould.be made to take thejSeld ; that Gufho and pow* 
uflen (hould return to their provinces, and increafe their ar« 
my to the utmoft of therr power ; that the king (hould take 
the low road by Foggoro and. Dara, there to join the troops 
of Begemder and Amhara, crois the Nile at the mouth of the 
lake, above the fecond cataratt, as it is called, and inarch 
thence ftraight to Bur£, which, by fpeedy marches, might be 
done in five or fix days. No refolution was ever embraced 
with more alacrity ) the caufe of the Agows was the caufe of 
Gondar, or famine would elfe immediately follows The 
king's troops and thofe of Michael were already, and had jult 
refreihed themfelves by a week's feflivity. 

Gumo and Powuffen, after having fworn to Michael that 
they would never return without Fafil's head, decamped next 
morning, with very different intentions in their hearts ; for 
no fboner had they reached Begemder than they entered into 
a confpiracy in form againft Michael, which they had long 
meditated ; they had refolved to make peace with fafil, and 
fwear with him a folemn league, that they were but to have 
one caufe, one council, and one intereft, till they had deprived 
Michael of his life and dignity. 

All this time Mr. Bruce found himfelf declining in health, 
to which the irregularities' of the lalt week had greatly con- 
tributed. The king and Kas had Sufficiently provided tents 
and conveniences for him, yet he wanted to conitruft for 
himfelf a tent, with a large flit in the roof, that he might 
have an opportunity of taking observations wjth his quadrant, 
without being inquieted by troublefonie or curious victors* 
He therefore obtained leave from the king ,to go to Emfras, a 
town about 20 miles fouth from Gondar, where a number of 
Mahometan tent makers lived. Gufho had a houfe there,. ami 
a pteafant garden, which he very willingly gave Mr. Bruce the 
wfe of, with this advice, however, which at the time he .did 
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not underftand, rather to go on to Amhara with him, for ha 
would there fooner recover his health, and be more in quiet, 
than with the king- or Michael. As the king was to pafs im- 
mediately under this town, and as mod of thofe that loaded 
and unloaded his tents and baggage were Mahometans, and 
lived at Emfras, he could not be better fituated, or more at 
his liberty and eafe than there. ' 

After baring taken his leave of the king and the Ras, he 
paid the fame compliment to the Itegbe* at Kofcam. That 
excellent princefs endeavoured much to difluade Mr. Bruce 
from leaving Gondar. She treated the intention of going to 
the fonrce of the Mile as a fantaftical folly, unworthy of any 
> man of (enfe or underftand ing, and very earneftly advifed 
him to flay under her protection at Kofcam, till he faw whe- 
ther Ras Michael and the king would return, and then take 
the fir/1 good opportunity of returning to his own conntry 
through Tigris, the way that he came, before any evil mould 
overtake him. 

Mr. Bruce excufed himfelf the bed he could. Ft was not 
eafy to do it with any degree of conviction, to people utterly 
unlearned, and who knew nothing of the prejudice of ages in 
favour of the attempt he was engaged in. He therefore 
turned tbedifcourfe to profe/fiona of gratitude for benefits that 
he had every day received from her, and for the very great 
honour that Jhe then did him, when (he condefcended to tef- 
tify her anxiety concerning the fate of a poor unknown trav- 
eller like him , who could not poffibly have any merit but 
what arofe from her own gracious and generous fentiments, 
and univerfal charity, that extended to every object in pro- 
portion as they were helplefs. 

Gondar the metropolis of AbyfHnia, is fituated upon a hill 
of confiderable height, the top of it nearly plain, on which 
the town is placed. It confifts of about ten thpufand families 
in times of peace ; the houfes are chiefly of clay, the roofs 
thatched in the form of cones, which is always the conft ruc- 
tion within the tropical rains. On the weft end of the town 
is the king's houfe, formerly a flru&ure of confiderable con. 
Jemieuce , it was * fyuare building, flajaked with f<juare tow- 
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tn ; it was formerly four ftories high, and, frail, the top of 
it, had a magnificent view of all the country foitthward to the 
lake Tzana. Great part of this houfe ia now in ruins, hav* 
ing been burnt at different times; but there ia dill ample 
lodging in the two lowed floors of it, the audience-chamber 
being above one hundred and twenty feet long. 

Gondar, by a number of obfer various of the fun and (tars 
made by day and night, in the courfe of three years, with an 
agronomical quadrant of three feet radius, and two excellent 
telefcopes, and by a mean of all their fmall differences, is in 
lat._ i2 Q 34 r 3<>'' > and by many obfervations, Mr. Bruce con- 
eluded its longitude to be 37* 33C' o' eaft from the meridian 
of Greenwich* . 

On the 4th of April, 1770, at eight o'clock in the morning, 
Mr. gruce fet out from Gondar, and the next day he arrived 
at Einfras, after a very pleafant, though not interefting ex- 
cursion. The town is fituated on a deep hill, and the way 
tip to it is almoft perpendicular like the afcent of" a ladder. 
The houfes are all placed about the middle of the hill, front* 
ing the weft, in number about 300. Above thefe houfes are 
gardens, or rather fields, full of trees and bufhes, without any 
fort of order, up to the very top. Emfras commands a view 
of the whole lake of Tzana, and part of the country on the 
other fide. It was once a royal refidence. On the hill is a 
houfe -of Hatzl Hannes, in form of a fquare tower, now go* 
ing faft to ruin. Emfras is in lat. 12 12' 38 '' N. and long, 
~37 9 38 "30'f E« of the meridian of Greenwich. 

The lake of Tzana is much the largefl expanfe of water 
known in that country. Its extent, however, has been great- 
ly exaggerated. Its greateft breadth is 35 miles 5 but it de* 
creafes greatly at each extremity, where it is not fo me times 
above ten miles broad. " Its greateft length is 49 miles from 
north to fouth, and which extent this lake has in length. In 
the dry months, from October to March, the lake {brinks 
greatly in fize ; but after that all thofe risers are full which 
are on every fide of it, and fall into the lake, like radii 
drawn to a center, then it fwells, and extends itfelf info the' 
plaift country, a»4 ta§ of wurfe a ttucfr larger fmface, 
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On the 1 2th of May our travellers heard the. king had 
marched toTedda, and on the 15th, they heard the king's 
kettle drums* Forty five of thefe inftruraents constantly go 
/before him, beating all the way while he is on bis march* 
The Mahometan town near the water was plundered in ^ 
minute ; but the inhabitants had long before removed every 
thing valuable. 

On the 14th, at day break, Mr. Bruce mounted his horfe, 
with all his men'fervants, leaving the women Servants and Jan 
old man to take care of the houfe. It was very unfafe to 
travel in fuch company at fuch an hour. Early as it was, the 
king was then in council, and Ras Michael, who had his ad* 
vifers aflembled alfo in his tent, had juft left it to go to the 
king's. There was about 500 yards between their tents, and 
a free avenue is conftantly left, in. which it is a crime to (rand, 
or even to croft, unlefi for meflengers fern from the one to 
the other. 

In his progrefs towards the fources of the Mile, our travel* 
ler again joined the king. But he continued not with the ar- 
my ; as that would have interfered with the accomplishment. 
The unfettled ftate of the government, the.confufiori and dif- 
order which, in a feafon of civil war, naturally prevailed 
among fuch ferocious and disorderly people, rendered our 
traveller's journey extremely dangerdus, notwithttanding ail 
the protection which the king, the Ras, and all the principal 
people of the court were diftpofed to give. In one place he 
was nearly attacked and rifled by two men, nephews to the 
Jteghl, whom he had formerly known in the houfehold. One 
of his Greeks was very feverely handled by thofe men ; and in 
his indignation and difcontent, would gladly^have perfuaded 
his matter to return, without exploring the fources of the 
Nile. As the party advanced, our traveller happened to 
meet with a man, in the fervice of Re Shum, or governor of 
the village of Alata, who ihflantly recollected him, and re- 
minded him of his having feen him at Jidda, in the company 
of his Englifli friends there. 

Mr. Bruce now approached to the great cataract of Alata. 
The firft thing our traveller was ftewn was the bridge, vghich 
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confifts of one arch of about twenty-five feet broad. Frag* 
meats of the parapets remained, and the bridge itfelf feented 
to bear the appearance of frequent repairs, and many at* 
tempts to ruin it $ other wife, in its cotiftru&ion, it was ex- 
ceedingly commodious. The Nile here is confined between 
two rocks, and runs in a deep trough, with great roaring 
and impetuous velocity. They were tojd no crocodiles were 
ever (een fo high, and were obliged to remount the ftreajn 
above half a mile-bet ore they came to the cataraft, through 
trees and buibes of a beautiful and delightful appearance* 

The cataract itfelf was the mod magnificent fight that' Mr J 

Bruce ever beheld. The height has been rather exaggerated** 

The miflionaries (ay the fall is about fixteen ells, or fifty feet. 

The meafuring is, indeed, very difficult ; but, by the pofi- 

tion of long flicks, and poles of different lengths, at different 

heights of the rock, from the water's edge, Mr. Bruce thinks 

he may venture to fay that it is nearer forty feet than any 

other meafure. The river had been confiderably increafed by 

rains, and fell in one fheet of water without any interval, 

above an Englifh mile in breadth, with a force and noife that - 

was truly terrible, and which dunned and made him, for a 

time perfectly dizzy* A thick fume, or haze, covered the 

fall all round, and hung over the courfe of the dream both 

above and below, marking its trad:, though the water was 

not feen. _ The river, though fwelled with rain, preferved its 

natural clearnefs, and fell, as far as he could difcern, into a 

deep pool, or bafon in the folid rock, which was full, and in 

twenty different eddies to the very foot of the precipice, the 

dream, when it- fell, feeratng part of it to run back with 

great fury upon the rock, as well as forward in the line of its 

courfe, raifing a wave or violent ebullition! by chaffing againft 

each other. < 

• 

Jerome Lobp pretends, that he has fat under the curve or 
arch, made by the projectile force of the water rufhing over 
the precipice. He fays he fat calmly at the foot of it, and 
looking through the curve of the dream, as it was falling, 
(aw a number of rainbows of inconceivable beauty in this ex- 
traordinary prifm. This, however, Mr. Bruce, without heft- 
tattoo, avers to be a downright falfefcooda A deep pool of 

water 
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Wttcr reaches to the. very foot of the* rock, and is in perpet> 
Hal agitation. Now, allowing that thefe was a feat 01" 
bench, which there is not, in the middle of the pool, it is 
aWblutely impoffibie, by any exertion of human ftrength, to 
have arrived at it. Although a very robuft man, in the prime? 
and vigour of life, and a hardy, pra&ifed, indefatigable 
fwimmer, Mr, Bruce is perfectly confident he could not 
have got to that (eat from the fliore through the quieteft part 
ofthatbafon. It was a mod magnificent fight, that ages, 
added to the greateft length of human life, would not deface 
or eradicate from Mr. Bruce's memory j it ftruck him with 
a kind of ftupor, and a total oblivion of where he was, and 
Ctf every other fublunary concern. It was one of the mofl 
magnificent, flupendous* fights in the creation, though de- 
graded and vilified by the lies of a groveling, fanatic pe2 r ant. 

The reader will, perhaps, be pleafed to read what Lobo 
fays in his own words. < Fifteen miles farther, in the land 
of Alata, it ruihes precipitately from the top of a high rock, 
and forms one of the moil beautiful waterfalls in the world. 
I paired under it without being wet, and reding my felf there, 
for the fake of the coolnefs, was charmed with a thoufand 
delightful rainbows, which the fun-beams painted on the 
Water in all their (hining and lively colours. The fall of this 
Blighty ftream, from Co great a height, makes a noife tha{ 
nay be heard at a coo fid er able diftance. But I could not 
obferve that the neighbouring inhabitants were all deaf. I 
converted with feveral ; and was heard, by them as eafily as 
I heard them. The mill that rifes from this fall of water, 
tnay be feen much farther than the noife can be heard. After 
this cataract, the Nile again collefts its fcattered ftream a- 
mong the rocks, < &c.' 

On the 22d of Way our travellers were all equally defirous 
'to refume their journey. They fet out accordingly at fix 
o'clock in the morn tag, afcending fome hills covered with 
trees and (hrubs of inexpreffible beauty, and many of extraor- 
dinary fragrance. They continued afcending about three 
miles, till they came to the top of the ridge within fight of 
the lake. As they rofe, the hills became more bare and lefs 
beautiful. After 
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After Mr. Bruce had patted the Nile, he found himfelf 

more than ordinarily deprefled ; his fpirits were funk aln^oft 

to a degree of defpondency, and yet nothing had happened 

fince that period more than was expected before. This difa* 

greeable fituaftion of mind, continued at night while lie was 

in bed. The rafhaefs and imprudence with which he had en* 

gaged himfelf in fo many dangers without any neceffity fov 

fo doing ; thelittle profpect of his being ever able to extri* 

cite himfelf out of them, or even if he loft his life, of the 

account being conveyed to his friends at home; the great and 

unreasonable preemption which had led him to think that, 

after every one that had attempted this voyage had mifcarried 

in it, he was the only perfon that was to fucceed : all theft' 

reflections upon his mind, when relaxed, dozing, and half 

opprefled with fleep, filled his imagination with what he had 

heard other people call the horrors : ,* the moil difagreeable 

fenfation he ever was confcious of, and which he then-felt 

for the firft timer Impatient of fuffering any longer, he 

haflily leaped out of bed, and went to the door of the 

tent, where the outward air perfejftly awakened him, and 

reftored his ftrength and courage, AH was {till, and at a 

diftance he faw feveral bright fires, but lower down, and 

more to the right than he expected, which made him think 

he was mi ft a ken in the fituation of Karcagna. It was then 

near four iu the morning of the 25th, ' He called upon his 

companions, happily buried in deep fleep, as he was defir* 

ous, if poflible to join theking that day, Tbey accordingly 

were three or four miles from Derdera when the fun > rofe j 

there had been little rain that night, and they found very 

few torrents on their way ; "but it was flippery, and uneafy 

walking, the rich foil being trodden into a confluence like 

pafte. 

A little before nine they heard a gun fired, which gave 1 
them fome joy, as the army feeraed not to be far off; „a few 
minutes after they heard feveral dropping Hurts, and, io left 
than a quarter of an hour's time, a general firing began from 
right to left, which ceafed for an inftant, and then was heard 

.again 

* Mr. Bruce meant, I fbppolc, that he felt himfelf under the Impreffioo of 
what wc call the Night Mare, 
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•gain as fmart as ever, abouuheoccafioo of whicji they were 
divided in opinion* The firing continued muchJn the fame 
way, rather flacker, but apparently advancing nearer them *, 
a fure fign that their army was beaten and retreating. They, 
therefore, made themfelves ready, and mounted on horse- 
back, that they might join them. Yet it was a thing appear- 
ed to them fcarcely potfble, tUt Fafil (hould beat Ras Mi* 
chad Co eafily, and with fo fhort a refiftance. 

They had not gone far in the plain before they had a fight 
of the enemy , to their very great furprife and no fmail corn- 
fort. A multitude «f 4eer, buffaloes, boars, and, various 
other wild beafls, haM beea alarmed by the noife and daily 
advancing of the army, and gradually driven before them. 
The country was all overgrown with wild oats, a great many 
of the vUlages having been burnt the year before the i» ha ° lt - 
ants had abandoned them •, in this welter the wild beads had 
taken up their abodes in very great numbers. When the ar- 
my pointed towards iarcagna to the left, the filence and fol- 
Itttde on the ©ppofite fide made them turn to the right to 
where the Nile makes a femi circle, the Jemma being behind 
them, and much overflowed. When the army, inftead of 
marching fouth and by eaft towards Samfeen, had turned their 
courfe north weft, their faces towards Gondar, they bad fallen 
in with thefe innumerable herds of deerand other beads, who, 
confined between the Nile and the Jemma, and the lake, had 
po way to return but that by which they had come. Thefe 
animals, finding men in every dire&ion in which they at- 
tempted to paft, became defperate with fear, and, not know- 
ing what cou/fe to take, fell a prey to the troops. The fold- 
iers, happy in an occafion of procuring animal food, prefently 
fell to firing wherever the beafts appeared ; every loaded gun 
was difcharged upon them, and this continued for very near 
an hour. ' ~ - ~ 

A numerous flock of the largeft deer met them jufY in the 
fece, and feemed fo defperate, that they had every appear- 
ance of running them down j and part of them forced them- 
felves through, regardlefs of our travellers, whiJft other* 

fumed fouth to efcape acrofs the plain* 

The 
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The king and Ras Michael were in the moft violent agita- 
tion of mind $ though the caufe was before their eyes, yet the 
word went about that Woodage Afahel had attacked the ar- 
my , and this occasioned a great panic and diibrder, for every' 
body was convinced with reafon that he was not far off. 
The firing, however, continued, the balls flew about in every 
direction, fome few were killed, and many people and horfes , 
were hurt $ itill they fired, and Ras Michael, at the door 
of his tent, crying, threatening, and tearing his grey locks, 
found, for a few minutes, the army was not under his com* 
mand. At this inftant Kafmati Netcho, whofe Fit-Auraris 
had fallen back on his front, ordered his kettle drums to be 
beat before he arrived id the king's prefence ; and this being 
beard, without it being known generally who they were, oc<- 
cadoned another panjc. The king ordered his tent to be 
pitched, his ftandard to be let up, his drums to beat, (the lig- 
nal for encamping) and the firing immediately ceafed. But 
it was a long while before all the army could believe that ' 
""Woodage Afahel had not been engaged with fome part ot it 
that day. Mr. Bruce coming up with the army, he aiked one 
of the generals, whither they were now marching ? He faid 
that, as foon as the news of the conf|>iracy was known, a 
council was held, where it was the general opinion they 
ihould proceed brifkly forward,' and attack Fafil alone at 
Bure, then turn to Gondar to meet the other two ; but then 
they had it upon the very bed authority that great rains had 
fallen to the ftuthward ; that the rivers, which were fo fre* 
quent in that part of the country, were moftly impaflable, 
fo there would be great danger in meeting Fafil with an ar? 
my fpent and fatigued with the difficulty of the roads. It 
was therefore determined, and the Ras .was decidedlypf tha$ 
opinion, that they fhould keep their army entire for a better - 
day, and immediately crofs the Nile, and march back to 
Gondar.; that they had accordingly whaeled about, and that 
day was the firft of their proceeding, which had been inter- 
rupted by the accident of the firing. / Mr. Bruce then waited 
upon the king, and ftaid a confiderable time with him. 

On the 26th of May, early in the morning, the army 
marched towards the Nile. In the afternoon they encamped 
between two and three, on. the banks of the river Coga. 

2 Next 
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Next morning, the 27th, they left the river Oga, marching 
down upon the Nile, and pafled the church of Mariam Net, a* 
they call the church of St. Anne. Here the fuperior, attended 
by about fifty of his monks, came in proceffion to welcome 
Ras Michael ; but he, it feems, had received fome intelligence 
of ill offices the people of this quarter had done to the Agow* 
by FafiTs direction ; he therefore ordered the church to be 
plundered, .and took ihe fuperior, and two -of the leading 
men of the monks, away with him to Gondar 5 feveral of the 
others were killed and wounded, without provocation, by the 
foldiers, and the reft difperfed through the country* 

They arrived about four on the banks of the Kile, and.took 
pofleffion in a line of about 600 yards of ground. From the 
time they decamped from Coga, it poured inceflantly the mod 
-continued rain they ever had yet feen, violent claps of thun- 
der followed clofe one upon another, aim oft .without interval, 
accompanied with flieets of lightning which rah on the 
ground like -water ; the day was more than commonly dark, 
4s in an eclipfe, and every hollow,, or foot-path, collected a 
quantity of rain, which feU into the Nile in torrents. 

The Abyflinian armies pafs the Nile at all feafons. It rolls 
with it no trees, ftones, nor impediments ; yet the fight of 
fuch a tnonArous mafs of water terrified Mr. Bruce, and made 
him think the idea of croffing would be laid afide. It was 
plain in the face of every one, that they gave, themselves over 
for loft ; an uhiverfal deje&ion had taken place, and it was 
but too vifible that tjie army was defeated by the weather, 
without having feen an enemy. The Greekscrowded around 
Mr. Bruce all forlorn and defpairing, curfing the hour they 
had firft entered that country, and following thefe curfes with 
fervent prayers, where fear heW the place of devotion. A 
cold and brifk gale now fprung up at N. W. with a clear 
fun ; and foon after four, when the army arrived on the banks 
of the Nile, thefe temporary torrents were all fubfided, the 
fun was hot, and the ground again beginning to become dry, 

Netcho, Ras Michael's Fit Auraris, with about 400 men, 
had paffed in the morning, and had fent back 'word to the 
Jcinj, tfcat his men had parted iwiroming, and with very 
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great difficulty ; that he doubted whether the horfes or leaded 
mules* could crofs at any rate ; but if it were refolved to 
make the trial, they fhould do it immediately, without flay** 
ing till the increafe of the river. He faid both banks werte 
compofed of black earth, Uippery and mir^, which would 
bo co me more fo when horfes had puddled it j he advifed, 
above all, the torning to the right immediately after coming 
afhore,. in the direction in which he had fixed' poles, as the 
earth there was hard and firm ; befides having the advantage 
of fome round flones, which hindered the beads from flip* 
ping or finking. Inftead, therefore,- of refling there that 
night* it was refoked that the horfe fhould crofs immediately. 

The firfr who patted was a young man, a relation of the 
king, brother to Ayamico, killed at the battle of Banja ; he 
walked in with great caution, marking a tratt for the king 
to pafs. Heiia&gone upon rather folid ground, about twice 
the length of his horfe, wlien he plunged ©m of his depth, and 
fwam to the other Oder. The king followed him immediately 
with a great degree of halle, Ras Michael* calling ro him to 
proceed with caution, bur without fuccefs. Afterwards came- 
the old Ras on his mule, with feveral of his friends fwimpiing 
both withand without tlieir horfes on each fide of liirn. in a 
mariner truly wonderful.- He feemed to have loft his accuf- 
tomed calmnefs, and appeared a good deal agitated j forbade, 
upon pain of death, any one to follow him dlrettly, or to 
fwtm over, or, as their cuflom is, holding tneir mules by the 
tail. ' As foon as thefe were fafely a-lhore, the king's houfe* 
hold and black troops, and Mr. Bruce with them, advanced 
cautioufly into the river, and fwam happily over, in a 
deep ftream ot reddifli coloured water,, which ran without 
violence almoft upon a level. Each horfeman had a mule in 
bis hand, which fwam after him, or by his fide, with his coat 
of mail and head piece tied upon it. It is impoffible to def- 
cribe the confufion that followed ; ' night was hard upon 
them ; and, though it increafed their Iofs, it in a great meaf- 
, ure cancealecTit j a thoufand men had not yet paffed, though 
on mules and horfes 5 many mired in the muddy landing- 
place, fell back into the dream, and were carried away and 
drowned.. Of the horfe belonging to the ktog's houfehold, 

one 



268 NARRATIVI OF 

one hundred and eighty in number, (even only were miffing 5 
witfi them Ayto Alo, vice chanfberlaiir to the queen, and Te- 
cla Mariam the king's uncle, a great friend of Has Michael's, 
both old men* 

There was no baggage (the tent of the Ras and that of the 
Jring excepted) which had as yet come over, and thefe Were 
wet, being drenched in the river. The Fit-Auraris had left, 
ready made, two rafts for Oioro Eflher, and the other two 
ladies, with which ihe might have eafily been conducted over, 
and without much danger ; but the Ras' had made Ozoro 
Efther pafs over in the fame manner he had crofled himfelf, 
many fwimming on each fide of her mule. , She would have 
fain ftaul on the eafl fide, but it was in vain to remonftrate. 
She was with child, and had fainted feveral times ; but yet 
nothing could prevail with the Ras to truft her on the bank 
till morning. She crofted, however, fafely, though almoft 
dead wkh fright. The night was cold and clear, and a ftrong 
wind at north-weft had blown all the afternoon. The river 
had abated towards midnight, when, whether from this caufe, 
or, as they alledged, that they found a more favourable ford, 
all the Tigre: infantry, and many mules lightly loaded, pafied 
with lefs difficulty than any of the. reft had done, and with 
them feveral loads of flour -, luckily alfo Mr. Bruce's two teats 
and mules, to bis great confolation, camefafely over when it 
was near morning. Still the army continued to paft, and 
thofe that could fwim feemed beft of. Ayto Aylo, the queen's 
chamberlain, and Tecia Mariam, were probably drowned at 
the firft attempt tb-pafs, as they were never after heard of. 
Before day-light the van and the center had all Joined the 
king; the number that bad pertfhed was never diftinelly 
known, for thofe that were miffing were thought to have re- 
mained on the other fide with Kefla JYafoua, at leaf* for 
that day. 

On the *8rh, KeflkYafous crofTed Amlac Oljha with fome 
degree of difficulty, and was obliged to abandon feveral bag- 
gage mules. He advanced after this with as great diligence 
as poffible to Delakus, and found the ford, though deep, much 
better than he expefted. He had pitched his tenrTon the 
high road to Gojidar, before Welled Yafou*, the s enemy, 

knew 
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knew he was decamped, and of this parage he immediately 
advifed Michael refreshing his troops for any emergency. 
About two in the afternooni Welleta Yafous appeared with 
his horfe on the other fide of the Nile, but it was then too 
late. Kefla Yafou* was fo ftrongly potted,- and the banks of 
the river fo<-guarded with fire arms, down fo the water edge, 
that Fafil and all his army would not have dared to attempt 
the pafTage, or even approach the banks of the river. 

Has Michael, having received this intelligence* difpatched 
the E}t Auraris, Netcho, to take port upon the ford of the 
Kelti, a large river, but rather broad than deep, about three 
miles off. He himfelf followed early in the morning, and 
pafled the Kelti juft at funrife, without halting ; he then ad- 
varrcedto meet Kefla Yafous, as the army. began to want pro- 
vilibns, the little flour that had been brought over, or which 
the foldters had taken with them, being nearly exhaufted dur- 
ing that night and the morning after. It was found too that 
the men had bur little powder, none of them having recruited 
' their quantity ftnce-the hunting of the deer ; but what they 
had was in perfect good order, being kept in horns, and 
firtall wooden bottles, corked in fuch a manner, as to be re- 
cured from water of any kind. Kefla Yafous, therefore, be- 
ing in pofleflion <of the baggage, the powder, and the provi- 
fions, a junction with him was abfolutely n^ceflary, and they 
expected to effect this at Wainadega, about twenty miles 
from their laft night's quarters. Between twelve and one 
they heard the Fit- Auraris engaged, and there w^as (harp 
firing on both fides, which foon ceafed. Michael ordered his 
army immediately to halt ; he and the king, and Billetana 
Gueta Tecla, commanded the van ; Welleta Michael, and 
Ayto Tesfos of Sire*, the rear. Having marched a little far- 
ther, he changed his order of battle. It was not long before 
the Fit-Auraris's two meflengers arrived, running like deer 
along the plain, which was not abfolutely flat, but doped 
gentry down, declining not a fathom in fifteen. Their ac- 
count was, that they had fallen in with FafiPs Fit Auraris ; 
that they had attacked him fmartly, and, though the enemy 
were greatly fuperior, bei ng all horfe, except a few mufquet- 
teers, had killed four of then*. The Ras, having firft heard 

Zz * ' the 
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the meflage of the Fit- Auraris alone, he fent a man to report 
it to the king* and, immediately after this; he ordered two 
horfemen to go full gallop along the eaft fide of the hill, the 
low road to Wainadega, to warn Refla Yafoua of FaATs being 
near at hand j he like wife dire&ed the Fit-Auraris to ad- 
vance cautioufly till he had feen Fafil, and to purfue no party 
Chat mould retreat before him, 

Fafil foon appeared at the top of the hill, with about 3000 
horfe. It was a fine fight, but the evening was beginning to 
be overcafh After having taken a full view of the army, they 
all began to move flowly down the hill, beating theiriettle 
drums. Fafil fent down a party to flrirmHh with thefe, and 
he himfelf halted, after having made a few paces down the 
hill. The two bodies of horfe met. juft halfway, and min- 
gled together* as appeared at leaft, with very decifive inten- 
tion j but whether it was1>y orders or from fear, (for they 
were not overmatched in numbers) the Atiyffinian horfe 
turned their backs, and came precipitately down, fo that they 
were afraid they would break in upon the foot. Several (hots 
were fired from the center at them by order of the Ras, who 
cried aloud in derifion, " Take away thefe horfes, and fend 
them t<J the mill." They divided, however, to the right and 
left, into the two grafly valleys under cover of the mufquetry, 
and a very few horfe of FafiTs were carried in along with 
them, and flam 6y the foldiers on the fide of the hill. On the 
king's fide, no man of note was miffing but Weileta Michael, 
nephew of Ras Michael, whofe horfe falling, he was taken 
prifoner, and carried on\by Fafil. " ^ 

The whole army advanced immediately at a very brift 
pace, hooping and fcreaming, as is their cuftom, in a moft 
harfli and barbarous manner, crying out Hatz6 Ali ! But 
Fafil, who faw the forward countenance of the king's troops, 
ard ihat a few minutes would lay him under neceffity of rifk- 
inga battle, which he did not intend, withdrew his troops 
at a fmart trot over the fmooth downs, returning towards 
Bofkon Abbo. 



/ 



This is what was called the battle of Limjour, from a vil- 
lage burnt by Ras Michael laft campaign. The name of a 

battle 
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oattle Is Alrely more than It deferves. Had Fafil been half 

as willing as the Has, it could not have failed being adecifive 

one./ The Has, who faw that Fafil would not fightL eafily 

penetrated bis reafons; and no fooner was he gone, ami, his 

own drums filent, than he heard a nagareet beat, and kn^vr 

it to be that of Kefla Yafous. This general encamped upon 

the river Avoley, leaving his tents and baggage under a pro-* 

per guard, and had marched with the belt and frefheft of his 

- troop's to join Michael before the engagement. All was joy 

at meeting, every rank of men joined in extolling the merit 

and conduct of their leaders ; and, indeed, it may be fairly 

,faid, the fituation of the king and the army wasdefperate at 

that inftant when the troop* were feparated on different fides 

of the Nile ; nor could they have been faved, but by the 

fpeedy refolution taken by Kefla Yafous to march without 

lofs of time, and pafsat the ford of Delakus, and the diligence, 

and activity with which he executed that refolution. 

The army marched next day to Dingteber, a high hill, or 
rock, approaching (b clofe to the lake as fcarcely to leave* 
paflage between. - Upon the top of thi6 rock is the kjng's 
houfe. As they arrived very early there, and were now out 
of FaftTs government, the king infifted upon treating Ras 
Michael and all the people of confideration. < * 

As the king fat down to dinner, an accident happened that 

occafioned great trepidation among alf his fervants. A black 

eagle was chafed into the king's tent by fome of the birds of 

prey that hover about the camp ; and it was after in -the 

mouth of every one, that the king would be dethroned by a 

man of inferior birth and condition. Every body at that 

time looked to Fafil t the event proved the application falfe, 

though the omen was true. Powuflen of Begetnder was as low 

born as Fafil, as great a traitor, but more fuccefsful, to whom 

the omnious ptefage pointed 5 and, though we cannot but 

. look upon the whole as accident, it was but too foon fulfilled* 

In the evening of the 29th arrived at Dingleber two horfe- 
men from Fafil, clad in habits of peace, and without arms ; 
they were known to be two of his principal fervants, were 
grave ; genteel, middle-aged men. They had an audience 

early 
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early after .their coming, firft of the Ras, then of the kmgm 
They faid, and faid truly, that Falil had repafTed the ReUi, 
was encamped on the oppofite fide, and was not yet joined 
by Welleta Yafous. Their errand was, tondefire that the Ras 
might not fatigue his men by unneceflartty hurrying on to 
Gondar, becanfe he might reft (ecured of receiving no furtber 
tnbleftation from Fafil their mailer, as he was on his march 
to Burl. They told the Ras the whole of the conspiracy, as 
far as it regarded him, and the agreement that Powuffen and 
Gufho had made with their mailer to furround him at Der- 
dera : they mentioned, moreover, how fenfible~Fafil was of 
their treafon towards him \ that, inflead of keeping their 
word, they had left him to engage the king and Ras V whole 
force at a time when they knew the greatell part of his Galla 
troops were retired to the other fide of the Nile, and coujd be 
tfleoibled with difficulty : ,That if the Ras by chance had 
crofTed at Delakus, as JLefla Yafous had done, inCtead of em- 
barraffing his army among the rivers of Maitfha, and cf offing 
the Nile at that mod dangerous place near Amlac Ohha, (a 
pafTage never before attempted in the rainy feafon) the con- 
sequence would have been, that be imift have either fought at 
great difadvantage with an inferior army againil the Ras, or 
have retired to Metchakel, leaving his whole country to ^he 
mercy of his enemies. Fafil declared his refblution never 
again to appear in arms againfl the king, but that he would 
hold his government under him, and-pay the accuflomed taxes 
punctually : he promifed alfo, that he would renounce all 
manner of connexion with Gufho and Powuflen, as he had al- 
ready done, and he would take the field againfl them next 
feafon with his whole force, whenever the king ordered him. 
The mefTengers concluded, with defiring the Ras to give Fafil 
his grand-daughter, Welleta Selaffc, in marriage, and that he 
would then come to Gondar without diflruft. 

The Ras, though he did not believe all this, made no diffi- 
culty in agreeing to every thing that the,y de fired. He prom- 
ifed the grand -daughter ; and, as an earned of his believing 
tbe refl, the king's two nagareets were brought to the door of 
the tent, where, to the very great furprife of our travellers, 
they heard it proclaimed, " Fafil is governor of the Agow, 

• / Maitfha^ 
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Maitfha, <3ojam> and Damot ; profperity to him, and Ions' 
may be live a faithful fervajjt to the king our mafter !"— ' 
This was an" extraordinary ^ revolution in fo fmall a fpace of 
time. It was fcarce 43 hours fince Fafil had laid a fcheme for 
drowning the greater part of the army in the Mile, and cut- 
ting the throats of the refidue on both fides of it ; it was not 
twenty-four hours fince he had met tliemjta fight in open 
field , and now be was become the king's lieutenant-general 
in tour of the aloft opulent provinces of Abyffinia. , This was 
produced, however, by the neceffity of the times, and both, 
parties, were playing at the fame game who fhould over- reach 
the other. FafiTs meflengers were magnificently clothed, 
and it was firft intended they (hould have gone back to him ; 
'but, after reflection, another perfon was feht, thefe two chuf- 
ing to go to Gondar with the king to remain ho tf ages for Fa- 
fil' s word, and to bring back his inveftiture from thence to 
:Bure/. The whole camp abandoned itfelf to joy. 

On the 30th of May, nothing material happened, and, In 

a few days, they arrived at Gondar. Several of the great 

.officers of 4iate reached Gondar, and many 'others met them 

at Abba Samuel. Mr. Bruce did not perceive the news they 

brought increafed the fpirits either of the Ring or the Ras ; 

the fold iers, however, were all contented, becaufe they were 

at home ; but the officers, who fa w farther, wore very diflfer- 

rent countenances, efpecially thofe that were of Amhara*. 

JMr. Brnce, in particular,' had very little reafon to be pleaf- 

ed ; for, after having undergone a conftant feries ot fatigues 

dangers, and expences, he was returned to Gondar difap- 

pointed of his views in arriving at the fource of the ttile, 

without any other acquiiition than a violent ague. 

The whole army being iri motion, Mr. Bruce had the evening 
before taken leave of the king in an interview which ccfthim 
more than almoft any one in his life. The fubftanee was,th;t he 
was ill in his health, and quite unprepared to, attend hira into 
Tigre, to which place the ur.niy was to retreat -, that his heart 
was fet upon completing the only purpofe of his coming into 
Abyffinia, without which he (hould return into his ow ti conn* 
try with difgrace; that he hoped, through his majetty's influ- 
ence, Fafil might find Come way for- him to accomplifh it 2 
, . tf 
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if not, he traded foon to fee him return, when he hoped Ji 
would be eaiy ; but, if he then went to Tigre, was fully 
perfuaded be fhould never have the refolution to come again 
to Gondar. 

The king teemed to take heart at the confidence with whica 
Mr. Bruce fpoke of his return. *« You Yagoube, ^fays he^ 
in a humble complaining tone,) could tell me, if you pleafed, 
whether I /hall or not, and what is to befal me ; thofe inftru- 
ments and thofe wheels, with which you are conftantly look- 
ing at the flars, cannot be for any ufe, unlefs for prying into 

• futurity ."— " Indeed, prince, (faid Mr. Bruce) thefe are 
things by which we guide (hips at fea, and by thefe we mark 
down the ways that we travel by land ; teach them to people 
that never paifed them before, and, being once traced, keep 
them thus to be known by all men for ever. But of the de- 

- crees of Providence, whether they regard you or myfelf, I 
know no more than the mule upon which you ride" — " Tell 
me then, I pray, tell me, what is the reafon you v fpeak of 

* my return as certain ?"— " I fpeak (faid Mr. Bruce) from 
obfervation, from reflexions that I have made, much more 
certain than prophecies and divinations by ftars. The fir ft-, 
campaign of your reign at JFagitta, when you was relying 
upon the difpo fit ions that the Ras had moft ably and fkil fully 
made, a drunkard with a tingle (hot, defeated a numerous 
army of your enemies. Powuffen and Gufho were your friend 
at you thought, when, you marched out lad, yet they had, 
at that very inftant, made a league to deflroy you at Derde- 

, ra ; and nothing but a miracle could have faved you, Ihut 
up between two lakes and three armies. It was neither 
you nor Michael that difordered their councils, and made 
them fail in what they had concerted. You were for .burn- 
ing Samfeen, whilit Wood age ACahel was there fn ambufh 

~ with a large force, with a knowledge of all the fords, and 
mafter of all the inhabitants of the country. Remember how 
you palled thoferivers, holding hand in hand, and drawing 
one another over. Could you have done this with an enemy 
behind you, and fuch an enemy as Woodage Afahel ? He 

" would have followed and ha raffed you till you took the ford 
at Goutto, and there was Weileta Yafous waiting to oppofe 

you j 
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yon with 6000 men on the oppofite bank. When Ras Michael 
inarched by Mariam Net, he found the priefts at tbeirhomes* 
Was that the cafe in any of the other churches we palled? 
Ko ; all were fled for tear of Michael 5 yet thefe were more 
guilty than any by their connections with Fafil : notwithftand- 
ing which, they. alone, of all others, (laid, though they 
knew not why % an invisible hand held them that they might 
operate your prefervatidn. Nothing could have faved the ar* 
- my but the "detperate paflage, fo tremendous that will ex- 
ceed the belief of man, croffing the Nile that night. Yet if 
the priefts had crofted before this, not a man would have 
proceeded to the ford. The priefts would have been Ras Mi- 
chael's prifoners, and, on the other fide, they never would 
have fpoken a word whilft in the prefence of Michael. Provi- 
dence, . therefore, kept them with Kefla Yafous j all was dif- 
covered, and the army faved by the retreat, and his fpeedy 
palling at the ford of Delakus. What would have happened 
to Kefla Yafous, had Fa fit marched down to Delakus either 
before or after the paflage ? Kefla Yafous would have been 
cut off before Ras Michael had pafled the Kelti : inftead of 
" which, an unknown caufe detained him, mod infatuated 
like, beating his kettle-drums behind Bofkon Abbo, while* 
our army under the Ras was fwimming that dangerous river, 
and mod of us palling the night, naked, without tents,- provi- 
fion or powder. Nor did he ever think of prefenting himfelf 
till we had warmed ourfelves by an eafy march in a fine day, 
when we were every day his fuperiors, and Kefla Yafous in 
his rear. From all thefe fpecial marks of the favour of an 
overruling Providence, I do believe ftedfaftly that God will 
not leave his work half fin ifhed. He it is who, governing 
the whole univerfe, has yet referved fpecially to himfelf the 
department of war ; he it is who has ftiled himfelf the God 
of Battles." 

The king was very much moved, and, as Mr. Bruce con* 
ceived perfuaded. He faid, "X> Yagoube, go but with me to 
Tigre, and I will do foryou whatever you deftre me*" " Yott 
do, Sir, (faid Mr. Bruce) whatever I defi re you, and more. 
I have told you my reafons why that cannot be ; let me ftay 
here a few months, and wait your return." The king then 

advifed - 
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advifed him to lire entirely at Kofcam with the lieghi with- 
out going out, unlefiFafil came to Gondar^and to fend punc- 
tually word how he was treated. Upon this they parted with 
inexpreffible reluctance. He was a king worthy to reign 
over a better people ; Mr. Brace's heart wets deeply pene- 
trated with thofe marks of favour and condefcenfion, which 
he had uniformly received from him ever fince he entered his 
palace. 

Two very remarkable things were faid to have happened 
the night before Michael left the city. He bad always pre- 
tended, that, before he undertook an expedition, a perfou, 
or fpirit, appeared to him, who told him the iflue and confe- 
qnence of the meafures he was then taking ; this he immag- 
Ined to.be St. Michael the archangel, and he pre fumed very 
much upon this incercourfe. In a council that night, where 
none but friends were prefent," he told them, that his fpirit 
bad appeared feme nights before, and ordered him, in his 
retreat, to furprife the mountain of Wechn£, and either (lay 
or carry with him to.Tigre* the princes fequeftered there* 
ftebrit Tecla, governor of Ax u in, with his two fons, (all con* 
cerned in the late king's murder) were, it is faid, ftrong ad- 
vifers of this meafure ; but Has Michael, (probably fatiated 
with royal blood already) Kefla Yafous, and all the worthy 
men ot any confequence, acting on principle, abfolutely re- 
fufed to content to it. It was upon this the pafiage by Belef- 
fen was fubftituted inftead of the attempt on Wechnc, and it 
was determined to conceal it. 

Soon after the king and Ras Michael left the city, Cu/ho 
and PowuflTen entered. Their will was a law while thejr re- 
mained in Gondar. They treated Mr. Bruce with left kind- 
nefs than the king and his friends had. done, but not with 
that feverity which might have been expected from his attach- 
ment to the latter. The body of Joas, a former monarch 
■who had been murdered by orders of the Ras, was raifed from 
the grave, his murderers having been difcovereii and brought 
to punifliment. It was fonie time indecently cxpofed j Mr. 
ISruce at length ventured to cover it in a becoming manne^ 
and the ftittoa was generally praifed by all parties. 

-Though 
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Thougji the queen ihewed very great diflike to Mr. Bruce'* 
attempting his journey at fuch a time, yet (he didnotpofi* - 
tively command the contrary ; he was prepared, therefore, tb« 
leave Gondar the 27th of O&ober 1770, , and thought to get a * 

few miles clear of the town, and then make a long ftretch the 
next day. He had received his quadrant, time keeper, and 
Velefcopes. from the i(land«C Mitraha, where* heJiad. placed 
them after the affair ofGuebra Mehedin, and had now put 
them ii> the very beft order. But, about twelve • o'clock, he 
was fold a meflage from Ras Michael had arrived with great x 

news from TigteV He went immediately to Kofcamas faft 
as he could gallop, and found there Guebra Chriftos, a man . 
ufed to bring the jars of bouza to Ras Michael at his dinner 
and fupper : low men are always employed on fuch errancis, 
that they may not, from ' their confequeiice, \excite a defire 
of vengeance. The meflage that he brought was to brder 
bread and beer to be ready for 30,600 men who were coming 
with, king, as he. had juft decamped from before the mount* 
ain Haramat, which he had. taken, and put Za .Menfus to 
the fwordj with, every man .that was Jn it 5 this meflage 
ftrovck the queen wjth fuch a .terror, that flie. was not vifible 
tfoe whole day #iJ ; . 



In the evening before, Mr. Bruce/had endeavoured to engage 
his old companion Strates to accompany him on this attempt 
as he had done on the former j but the recollettlon of paft 
dangers and fufferings was not yet banifhed from 1 his rnind^ 
and upon his' afking him to go and fee the head of this famous- 
river, he'eoarfely, according to his (Vile, anflfcnered, Might the 
devil fetch him if ever he fought either his head or his tail' 
again* N 

On the 28th, of October, they left Gondar, parted the river 
Kahha at the fdot of the town ; and on the 30th reached* 
Bamba, where Fafil wasr encamped. 

s 

They found Bamba a collection of villages, in a valley 
now filled with foldiera. They went to the left with their; 
guide, and got a tolerable houfe* but the door had been, 
carried away* Fafll's tent was pitched a little below them, 
larger than the others, but without further diilin&ion: it: 
Aa -waj 



• 



278 s .K.A R R AT IVE OF 

was eafily known, however, by the lights about it, and by 

• thenagareet, which dill continued beating: he was jufta- 
lighting from his borfe. Mr. Bruce immediately feat Ay to 
Ay Jo's fervant, whom he had with him, to prefent hfs com- 
pliments, and acquaint him of his being on the road to vide 
him. . He thought now all his difficulties were over, for he 
knew it was in his power to forward them to their journey's 
end; and his ferv ants, whom he (aw at the palace near the 
king} when Fafil was inverted with his command, had afftir- 
edMr. Bruce not only of an effectual protection, but alfo 
of a magnificent reception, if he chanced to find him in Mait- 
flia. .' / 

It was however, now, near eight at night, of the 30th, be- 
fore Mr. Bruce received a meflage to attend him. He repair- 
ed immediately to his tent, and after announcing himfelf, 
he waited about a quartet of an hour before he was^admitted ; 
he was fitting upon a cufhion with a lion's fkin upon it, and 
another ftretched like a carpet before his feet; and had a cot- 
ton cloth, fomething like a dirty towel , x wrapped abou\ his 
iead j his upper cloak, or garment; was drawn tight about 
him over his heck and moulder*, Co as to cover his hands. Mr. 
Bruce bowed, and went forward to kifs one of them, but it 
was To entangled in the cloth, that he was obliged to kifs the 
cloth inftead. of the hand. This was done either as not ex- 
pecting he mould pay him that compliment, (as he certainly 
fhould not have done, being one of the king's fervants, if the 
king had been at Gondar) or elfe it was Intended for a mark 

• ofidifrefpeA, which was very much of a piece with the reft 
« oLhis behaviour afterwards. 

t r 

There was no carpet or cufhions in the tent, add only a 

• little Jlraw. -as if accidentally, thrown thinly about it. Mr. 
Bruce fat down upon the. ground, thinking him fick, not 
knowing whit all this meant ; he looked ftedfaflly at our 
travellers,, faying foftly, Endett nawit bogo nawi? which 
In Amharic, is, How do you do ? Are yon very well ? Mr. 
Bruce made the ufual anfwer, " Well, thank God;" He a- 
gain ' ftopt, as for our traveller to fpeak ; there was only 
one old man-prefent, who was fitting on the floor mending 
a ovule's bridle. - He took him at firft for an attendant, but 
©bferving that a fervant uncovered held a candle to him, he 

thought 
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thought lie was one of his Galla ; but then he faw a blue filk 
thready which he had about his neck, , winch is a badge of 
Chriftianity all over Abyffinia, and which a GaUa would not 
wear. \Vhat he was, Mr. Bruce could not make out ; he 
Teemed, however, to be a very bad cooler, and took no no- 
tice of them. 

Ay to Aylo's feryant, who ilood behind Mr. Bruce, puftf- 
ed him with his knee, as a fign that- he ,ihould (peak, which 
he accordingly began to do with fome difficulty, " 1 am 
come, (faid he) by your invitation and the king's leave, -to 
pay my refpe&s to you in your awn government, begging 
that you would favour my curiofity Co far as to fufler me to 
fee the country of the Agows, and the fource of the Abay, 
or Nile, part of. which 1 have feen iii Egypt.? " The fource 
of the Abay ! (exclaimed, he, with a pretended furprife) dp 
you know what you are faying? Why, it is, God knows 
where, in the country of the Galla, wild ^terrible people 1 . 
The fource of the Abay ! Are you raving 1 (repeats he again 3 ) 
Are you to get there, do you. think in a twelvemonth, dr 
more* or when ?" "Sir, {fait tfr» Bruce) tke king told me 
it.wasnear Sacala, and ftill nearer Gedh -, both villages of 
the Agowji, and both in your government" *' And fo you 
.know Sacala, and Geefli ? (fays he) whittling and half angry." 
V I can repeat the names that I hear (faid Mr. Bruce) all A- 
byffiniaknows the -head, of the Nile." " Aye : (fays,he, imitat- 
ing my voice and manner) but all Abyffinia won't carry you 
there, that I "promife you." " If you are refolved to the 
contrary, (faid Mr. Bruce) they will not ; 1 wifli you had 
told the king fo in time, then I mould not have attempted it ; 
.it was relying on you. alone I came fo far, confident, if all. 
,the reft of Abyffinia could not protect me there, that your 
word fingly could do it. 

He now put on a look of more complacency. " Look you, 
Yagoube, (fays he) it is true I 'can do it ; and for the king's 
fake who recommended it to me, I would do it ; but the'Acab 
Salama has (ent to me, to defire me not to let you 'pais further j 
he fays it is againft .the law of the land to permit Franks like 
you to go about the country, and. that he has dreamed fome- 
thing ill will bcfal jne if you gointoiHaitma* ' Mr,. Bruce 

.was 
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was as much irritated as he thought it poffible for him to be» 
«* So, fo, (faid our traveller) the time of pr reft s, prophets, and 
dreamers is coming on again." " 1 underftand you, (fays he 
laughing for the firft time) I care as little for priefts as Mich- 
ael does, and for prdphets too, but I would have you confider 
tbe~men of this country are not like yours > a boy of thefe 
Galla would think nothing of killing a man of your country* 
Yon white people are all effeminate ; you are like fo jnany 
women**; you, are not fit for going into a. province where all 
is war, and inhabited by men, warriors from their cradle." 

Mr. Bruce faw he intended to provoke him ; and he had 
fucceeded fo effe&ually, that he ihould have died, he believes, 
imprudent as it was, if he had not told him his mind in reply. 
"Sir,faid our traveller)! have parted through many oftheindft 
barbarous nations in the world ; ell of them, excepting this 
clan of yours, have fame great men among them above tifing 
a defencelefs flranger ill. But the word and la weft individ- 
ual among the mod uncivilized people never treated me as 
you have done to day under your own roof, where I have 
come To far for protection." He a/ked, " How ? f> «< Yoft 
have in the firft place (faid Mr. Bruce) publicly called me 
'Frank, the moft odious name in this country, andfttfRctetit to 
occalion me to be (toned to death without further ceremony, 
by any ftt of men wherever I may preient myfelf. By Frank 
you mean one of the Romilh religion, to which my nation Is 
as adverfe-a* yours 5 and again, without havmg ever feen any 
of my countrymen but myfelf, you have difcovered from that 
Jpecimen, that we are all cowards and effeminate people, IFke, 
or inferior to, your boys and women. Look you, Sir, you 
never heard that I gave myfelf out as more than an ordinary 
taan in my own country, for lets to be a pattern of what is 
excellent in it. I am no foldier, though I know enough of 
war to fee yours are poor proficients in that trade. But there 
are foldiers, friends and countrymen of mine, who would not 
think it an action in their lives to vaunt of, that with 500 
men they had trampled all 'your naked favages into duft." 

OnthisFafil made a feigned laugh, and feemed rather to 
take bis freedom araifi. It was, doubtleft, a paffionaje and 
fpeech, « .As to s myfelf {continued JVIr. Bruce) ua* 

Hulled 
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fkilled in war as I am, could it be now without further con* 
fequence, let me but be armed in»my own country fafliion on 
Jaorfeback, as I was yefterday, I would, without thinking my- 
felf overmatched, fight the two bed horfemen you fhall choofe 
frorrPthis your army of famous men, who are warriors from 
their cradle : and if, when the king arrives, you are not re ; - 
turned to your duty, and we meet again, as we did at Lim- 
jour, 1 will pledge myfelf, with hispermiffion, to put you la 
mind of this promife.>' This did not.make things better, . 

He repeated the word duty after him, and would have jo- 
plied, but Mr. Bruce's nofe bur ft out in a dream of bloody 
and, that inftant, Aylo's fervant took hold of Mr. Bruce by 
the Ihoulder to hurry him out of the. tent, Fafil feemed to be 
a good deal concerned, for the blood dreamed out in plenty ; 
bur traveller then returned to his tent> and the- blood was 
foon (launched by wafhing his face with cold water t He fat 
down,, to recoiled himfelf, and the more he calmed, the 
more he was diflatisfied at, being- put off his guard ; but it is 
impoffible to conceive the provocation without having proved 
it* Mr. Bruce felt but too often how, much the love of our 
native foif increases by our abfence from it y and how jealous* 
we are of comparisons made to the difadyantage of our coun- 
trymen by people who, all proper allowances being made, are 
generally not their equals, when they would hqaft them fe Ives 
their fiiperiors. Mr. Bruce confefles further, in gratification 
to his critics, that he was, from, his infancy, of a fanguine, 
paffionate difpoiition ; very fenfible of injuries that he had 
neither provoked nor defer ved j but much reflexion, from 
very early life, continual habits of fufferkig in long and dan- 
gerous travels, where nothing but patience would do, had, he 
flattered himfelf, abundantly fubdued his natural pro nenefs 
to feel offences, which; common fenfe might teach him, he 
conld only revenge upon himfelf.. 



• „ 



Mr. Bruce went to bed, and falling into a found fleep, was 
waked near rnfd night by two of FafiFs few ants, who brought 
each of thein a lean live (heep ; they faid they had brought 
the flieep, and were come to afk how Mr* Bruce was, and jo 
day all night to watch the houfe fgr fwr of the thieves.in the 
A. a * army j. 
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army ; they iikewife brought their mailer?* order for htai to 
come early in the morning to him,' as he wanted to difpatck 
him on his journey before he gave the Galla liberty to return. 
This dialled every doubt, bat it raifed his fpirits fo much,* 
that, oat of impatience for morning; he flept very little more 
thai night, / 

Fafil, having font for Mr. Qraee the next morning, invited 
him to partake of a great breakfaft ; honey and butter, and 
raw beef in abundance, as alfo Tome Hewed difties that were 
very good. He was very hungry, having taped nothing iince 
dinner the day before ; and he had had much exercjfe of botjy 
as well as of mind. They were all very cheerful, every one 

' laying fomething about the Agows, or of the Nile. Mr. 
Bruce at lait thus addreifed Fafil : " Your continual hurry, 
(faid he) all the times I have feen you, has put it out of my 
power till now to make you the acknowledgment it is ordi- 
nary for ftrangers to pfefeot when they vifitgreat men in their 
own country , and aik favours of them. Mr. Brace then took 
a napkin, and opened it before him ; he. feemed to have for- 
gotten the prefent altogether ; but from that moment he faw 
his countenance changed, he was like another man. «' O 
Yagoube, (faid he) a prefent to rae ! you Ihould be fenfible 
that Itis perfectly needlefi; you werel*comraended tome by 
the king and the Has ; you know v we are friends, and I 

* would do twenty times as much for yourfelf, without recom- 
mendation "from either ; befides, I have not behaved to you 
like a great man." 

It was not a very hard thing to conquer thefe fcraples ; he 
took the feveral pieces of the prefent one by one in his hands, 

i and exaihined'thein 5 there was a crimfon filk fafli, '«tde at 
Tunis, about five yards long, wjth a filk fringe of the feme 
colour ; it was as beautiful a web as ever Mr.. Bruce fa"w > it 
had a fmall waved pattern wrought in it ; the next was a 
yellow, with a red narrow border, or ftripe, and a filvcr 

* wrought fringe, but neftber fo long npr fo thick asthe other* 
the next were two Cyprus manufactured faflies, (ilk and cot- 
ton, with a fattin ftripe, the one broader than the other, but 
foe yard* long each $ the next was a Perfian . pipe, with a 
' " ^ . - long 
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long pliable tube, or worm, covered with Turkey leather, 
with an amber month piece, *fld a chryftal vale for fmokin& 
tobacco through Water, a great luxury hi the eaftern coun> 
tries ; the iwxt were two blue bowls, a* fine as the' one lie 
had juft then broken, a,nd of the Tame fort. iie moved them 
from hfm laughing, andfaid, «* I will not take them from yon, 
Yagoube ; this 2s downright, robbery j^ J have 'done nothing 
for this, which teaprefent for a king."-^" It is a preient to 
a friend, (iaidMr. Bruce) often of more confequence to a 
Granger than a king ; I always except your king, who is the 
Granger's beft friend .'*— Though he was not eafily di (con- 
certed, he feetoed at this time to be very neatly fo." « If yott 
will not receive them, (continued Mr. Bruce) fuch as they ate 
offered, it is the greateft affront that ever was put upon me; 
I can ne ver, you know, receive them again." - 

By this he was convinced. More feeble arguments would 
iirdeeti have fatrsfied him, and he folded up the napkin with 
all t^e articles, and gave them to an officer j after which the 
tent was again cleared for consultation; and, during this 
time, he had called his man of confidence, whom he was to 
fend with us, and inftru&ed him properly. Mr. Bruce 
plainly faw that he had gained the afcendant ; and in the ex- 
pectation of Ras MicbaeTs fpeedily coming to Gondar, he 
was as willing to be on his journey the one way, as he was 
v the other. # 

It was about one o'clock, or after it, when Mr. Bruce was 
admitted to Fafil : he received him with great complacency, 
and would have had him fit down on the fame cufhion/with 
* himfelf, which he declined. *f Eriend Yagoube, (faid he) I 
am heartily forry that you did not meet me at Burt before I 
fet out ; there I could have received you as I ought j but I 
have been tormented with a multitude of barbarous people 
who have turned my head, and whom I am now about to 
difmifs. I go to Gondar in peace, and to keep- peace there 
for the king on this fide the Tecazze* has no other friend than 
me ; Powufien and-Gufho are both traitors, and-fo Ras Mich- 
ael knows them to be. I have nothing to return, you for the 
prefent you have given me, fori did notexpedto meet a 
*inan like yoi* here in the fields ; but you will quickly be back $ 

we 
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we (ball meet on better terms at Gondar ; the head of the 
Nile is tear at band ; a faorfeman, exprefs, will arrive \here 
in a day. I have given yon a good man, well known in this 
country to be my fervant ; he will go toGeefh with you, and 
return yon to a friend of Ayto Aylo's and mine, Shallaka 
Welled Amlac ; he has the dangerous part of the country 
wholly in his hands, and will carry yoo fafe to Gondar ; my 
Wife is at prefect in his houfe : fear nothing, I (hall anfwer 
for your fefcty : When will yon fet out ? to morrow ? 

. Mr. Bruce replied, with many thanks for his kindnefs, that 
be wifhed to proceed immediately, and that his fervants were 
already far off, on the way. 

• 
Fafil then faid to Mr. Brace, " Throw off thofe clothes j 

they are not decent ; I'muft give you new ones, you are my 
▼aflal. The king granted you Geefh, where you are going, 
and I muft inveft you." A number of FafiPs fervants then 
hurried him out ; our traveller prefently threw off his trou- 
fers, and his two upper garments, and remained in his waift- 
coat ; thefe were prefently replaced by new ones, and he was 
brought back in a minute to FafiPs tent, with only a fine 
loofe muflin under garment or cloth round him, which 
reached to his feet. Upon his coming back to the tent, Fafil 
took off the one that- he had put on himfelf new in the morn- 
' ing, and put it about Mr. Bruce's fhoulder with his own 
hand, bis fervants throwing another immediately over him, 
faying at the fame time to the people, " Bear witnefs, I give 
to you, Yagoube,. the Agow Geefh, aa fully and freely as the 
king has given it me." Mr. Bruce bowed and kjfled his 
hand, as is cuftomary for feudatories, and he then pointed to 
him to fit down. 

" Hear what I fay to you (continued Fafil.) I think it 
right for you to make the beft of your way now, for you will 
be the fooner back at Gondar. You need not be alarmed at 
the wild people who are going after you, though it is belter 
to meet them coming this way, than when they are going to 
tj?eir homes 5 they are commanded by Welleta Yafous j who 
is your friend, and is very grateful for the medicines you fent 
him at Gondar ; he has not been able to fee you, being fo 

- much 
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much bufied with thafe wild people ^ butjhe lo*es you* ttnd 
will take tare of you, and you mult give me more of tbat v 
phyfic when we meet at Gondar." Mr. Brace bowed, and 
he continued,—" Hear me whit I fay 4 yon fee thcffe feyea 
people (our traveller never (aw more thief like fellows in his 
life,)-~thefe are all leaders and chiefs of the Galla*— favages if 
you pleafe ; they arie all your brethren. You insy go. 
through their country as if it were your own, without a man 
hurting you : you will be foon rela'teti* to them all * for it is 
their cuftom, that a irranger of d iftmdrion,' like you, when 
he is their gueft, deeps with the fitter, daughter, or near re- 
lation of the principal men among them, i: dare fay, you 
will not think the cuitoms of the Galla contain greater hard* 
Jhips than thofe of <Ajnhera.'? He then jabbered fomething » 
thenrin-Galla, which Mtj Bnucedid not underftand> They 
all answered by the wildeft howl he erer heaud, and (truck 
themielves upon the breaft apparently affemmg. 

" When Ras Michael, (continued Fafil, came from the balk 
tie of Fagitta, the eyes of forty -four, brethren and relations 
of tbefe people prefent, were pulled out at Gondar, the day 
after -he arrived, and they wereexpoftd upon the banks of 
the river Angrab to ftarve, where mbft mi them were -de-r 
voured hy the hyaenas ; you took thrbe of the^n up to your 
houfe ; nouriflied, cloathed, protected, and kindly treated 
theoi.^ " They are now in health, (&id Mr. Bruce) and 
want nothing : The I teg he* will deliver them to you : The. 
only other thing 1 have done to them was* I got them 
baptifed : I do not know if that will difpleafe them ; I 
did it as an additional protection to them, and to give 
them a title to the charity of the /people -of Gondar." 
" As for that, (faid Fafil) they don't care the lead about 
Baptifm ; it will neither do them good nor harm, they 
don't trouble themfelves about thefe matters 5 give* them* meat 
and drink, and you will be very welcome to baptife them 
all from morning to night ; after fuch good care thefe Galia 
are all your brethren; they will die before they fee you hurt.'* 
He then (aid (pmethtag to them in Alalia again, and they all 
gave another afieoty and made a (hew of kiJSng our travel* 
tertkaadf 

Thev 
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They fit do w» % vnfr, Mr. Brace confeffes, if (bey enter* 
tained any good will to him, it was not difcernable in their 
countenance*. " Befides this, (continued Fafil). you was very 
kind and courteous to my fervants while at Gondar, and faid 
many favourable things of me before the king ; you fent me 
« prefent aHb j and above ail, when Joas my matter's body 
was dog up from the church yard of St. Raphael, and all 
Gondar were afraid to (hew it the leait refpeft, dreading the 
vengeance of Ras Michael, you, a ftranger, who had never 
ten him, nor received benefit from him, at your own expenfe 
paid that attention to his remains, which would have better 
become many at Gondar, and me in particular, had I been 
Within reach, or had intelligence of the matter : now, before 
*H thefe men, aflt me any thing you have at heart, and, be it 
what it may, they know I cannot deny it you." He, deliv- 
ered this in a tone and gracefulnefs of manner, fuperior, Mr. 
Bruce thought* to any thing he had ever before feeu, although 
the Abyffinfrns are all orators, as, indeed, are moft barbarians. 
•^ Why then (Paid Mr, Bruce) by all thofe obligations you are 
' pleated to mention, of which you have made a recital fo truly 
honourable to me, I aflt you thegreatelt favour that.nian can 
bellow upon me— fend me, as conveniently as poffible, to the 
head of the tfile, and return me and my attendants in fafety, 
after having dispatched me quickly,, and put me under no 
conftrairit that may prevent me from fatisfying my curiofity 
m my own way." " This, (replied he) is no requeft, I have 
granted it already ; befides, 1 owe it to the commands of the 
king, whofe fervant I am. Since, however, it isfo much at 
your heart, go ill peace, I will provide you with all necefla- 
ries. If I am alive, and governor of Damot, as you are, we 
all know, a prudent and (fenfible man, uniettled astheftate of 
the country is, nothing disagreeable can befal you.'' 

He then turned again to his feven chiefs, who all got up, 
kimfelf, Mr. Bruce, and his companions ; they all Hood round 
in a circle, and raifed the palm of their hands, while he and 
his Galla together repeated a prayer about a minute long, the 
Galla-fcemingly with great devotion. " Now (faid Fafil) go 
in peace, yon are a Galla ; this is a curfe uppn then),- and 
their children, their corn, grafs, and cattle, if ever, they lift 

- their 
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their Tiand againftjrou or yours, or do not defend you to -the 
tttmoft, if attacked by others, or endeavour to defeat any de- 
fig n they may hear is intended againft you.'* Upon "this, Mr* 
Bruce offered to kifs his hand' before he took his leave, and 
they all went to the door of the tent, wherethere was a very 
handfome grey horfe bridled and faddled. «« Take this horfe,; 
(faid FaflK) as a prefent from me j it Js n6t fo good as your 
own, but, depend upon it, it is the horfe which I rode upon, 
yeflerday, when I came here to encamp ; but do not mount 
it yourfelf, drive it, before you faddled and bridled as it it ; 
no man of Maitfha will touch you when he fees that horfe; it 
is the people of Maitflia, who fe houfes Michael has burnt, that 
you have to fear, and not your* friends the Galla. ? 

• Mr, -Bruce .then took the moft humble and refpectful leaye^ 
qf him pofiible, and alfo of his new-acquired brethren the 
Galla, pray ing inwardly^he might never fee them again. Mr*, 
Bruce, .then turning |p Fafil, according to the cuftom of. the 
country to fuperiors, aiked him leave to mount on horfeback 
fceforb hjnyand was fpeedily out of fight. • -• ' • ; 

i Ot* the, fecond of November, they purfued Jtjiehr journey in 
a : direction fouthward, and pa fled the church of Bofkon 
Abbo ;\ ever memprable to them, as being the flation of Fafil 
in May, when he- intended to cut f hem off after their jwfTage, 
of the Nile. . " 

At three quarters after ten in the morning, they paffed the 
fmaH river Arooffi, which either gives its name to, or re- 
ceives it from, the diftricT: through which it pafTes : it falls 
into the Nile about four miles.below j is a clear, fmaH, brifk 
fiream ; its banks covered with verdure not to be defcribed* 

All the little territory of Arooffi is by much the moft pleaf* 
ant that our travellers had feen iri'Abyffinia, perhaps it is 
equal to any thing the eaft can produce ; the whole is finely 
fhaded with acacia trees,' which, in the fultry parts of Africa, 
produce the gum-arabic. Thefe trees grow feldom above 
fifteen or ffxteen feet high, then flatten and fpread wideat the 
top, and touch each other, while the trunks are far afunder, 
'and under a vertical (un, leave you, many miles together, a 

free (pace to walk in a cool, delkigus fhade, 

After 
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After pafling tfw Aflar, and feveral villages belonging to 
Goutto, they had, for the firfl time, a diftinct view of the 
high mountain of Geefb, the long-wifhed for end of their dan- 
gerous and troaWefoine journey* Under this mountain are the 
fountain* of the Nile; about thirty miles, as near as they could 
Conje&uce in a ftraight line, without counting the deviations 
ar-ccoolcedneis of the road. At two o'clock in the afternoon 
of tjie Second of November, they came to the banks of the 
Hile ; the pafTage is- very difficult and dangerous, the bottom 
being full, of holes made by confiderable fprings, light finking 
1kad y at very little diftan.ce, large rocky (tones: theeaftern 
fide was muddy- and full of pits, the ground of clay ; the, Nile 
here is about ?6o feet broad, anc^very rapid 5 its depth about 
four feet in the middle of the river, and the fides pot above 
two. Its banks are of a very gentle, eafy defcent ; the. wef- 
tern .fide is chiefly ornamented with high trees of the faJix, 
or willow tribe, growing (traight, without joints or knots, 
ani bearing long pointed pods~full of a kind -of cotton. < 

Mr. Bruce, when ho attempted to pais the Nile, was pleaf- 
ed to find that the Agows, who inhabited its banks, in this 
rilace, fthl venerate the divinity- of thai: rjver. They would 
nbt fpffer him and hii-party to ride acroft the ftream on their 
mules; they even infifted that tfteyihouk} take off their (hows', 
and threatened to Rone thofe who attempted to walk the -dirt 
from their cloaks and troufers in the ftream. 

Our travellers having pafled the Nile, arrived at Gotitto, 
(the village fo called) and took up their lodgings in the houfe 
of a coniiderable perfon, who had abandoned it upon their 
approach, thinking them part of FalH's army. Though this 
habitation was of ufe in protecting them from the poor, yet 
irhurt them by alarming, and fo depriving them of the afiift- 
apce of the opulent, fuch as the prefent owner, who, if he had 
known they were grangers from Gondar, would have will- 
ingly (laid and, entertained them, being a relation and friend 
of Shajaka Welled Am lac. 

« 

As they heard diftinttly theuoHe of.tbe cataract, and had 
frill a fuil hour and a half of light, Mr.- Bruce determined to 
vifit th'e water-fell, left he fhould be thereby detained the 

next 



bruce's travels. 289 

next ni or &ng. Being well armed, Mr. Brace fet out for the 
cataract 5 and, after riding through a plain, hard country, in 
fome parts very ftony, and thick covered with trees, in fome- 
thing more than iialf an hour's eafy galloping all the? way, 
they came ftraigbt Co the cataradt, conducted thereto by the 
noife of the fall. 

This, known by the name of the firfl Cataracl of the Nile, 
did not by its appearance come up to the idea they had form- 
ed of it, being fcarce fifteen feet in 'height, and about fixty 
yards over j but in many places the fheet of water is inter- 
rupted, and leaves, dry intervals of rock. The fides are 
neither fo woody nor verclant as thofe of the cataracl of the 
AfTar j and it is in evjery, itnape lefs magnificent, or deferving 
to be .feen, than is the noble cataract at Alata before de-> 
fcribed,.erroneoufTy called the Second Cataract. Mr.Bruee, 
having fatisfied his curjofi^y at this cataract, galloped back 
the fgme.rpad that he' had come, without having feen a An- 
gle perfon fincehe'left Goiitto. ; - , 

On the '^d bTNo^mber, at eight o'elocjc m the morning, 
they" leftrnhe villa^oF Goutto, and continued, for the firft . 
jjtfrt of the day,' tnrbugh a plain country full of adacia-trees. 
They continued their journey from thence, and at length ar- 
rived at a tripple'ridge of mountains difpofetf one range be- 
hind the ■ other, ' neaffly in form of -three concentric circles, 
'which jfeenVtd ftij*£efr an idea, that'they are the Mountains of * 
thefadoV, 'or the Mbnrts Luna of antiquity, at the foot of 
wlii'ch tfe? Nile wa^nlkl to rife 5 fn fa#, there are no others, 
'flie^fe mountains areall of them excellent foil* and every 
where covered with fine pafture 5 but as this unfortunate • 
country had been for ages the theatre of war, the Inhabitants 
have otfljr ploughed and Town the top of them, but of the 
r each of enemies oh marcWg armies. On: the* middle o f the 
'mountain' afe villages' built of a white fort of grafs, which 
makes them cdrifpicuotfeata great diftance j the bottom is all 
grafs, where*' their cattte feed continually under their eye ; 
thefe, upon' any alarm, they drive up to the top of the mount- 
ains out of Hanger, 



> » 



Being arrived at the. top of the mountain, they had a dif- 
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tintt vi#w of all the remaining territory of Sacal a, ihetmmt- 
ain Geefh, and church of St. Michael Gee/h, abeut a mile 
and a half diftant from St. Michael Saca!a> where chey then 
where. They faw, Immediately below theta, the Nile itfelf» 
v ftrangely diminished in fize, and Rowonty* brook tbatJiad 
fcarcely water to turn a mill. Mr* Bruce could dot satiate 
himfelf with the fight, revolting in his mind all thofe claffical 
prophecies that had given the Kile tip to perpetual obfcurity 
and concealment. Mr. Bruce was awakened out of this de- 
lightful reverie by an alarm that they] hack 'loft ^oldo fchefr 
guide, Though far. feruce long ' had expected fomethlng 
from his behaviour, tie did not tiihk.'for hTs own fake, it 
could be his intention to leave them, Various cdhjee"lufes 
Immediately followed } fome thought he* had' refb'lved to be- 
tray and rob them ; fome conceived it was an mftfu&km df 
fafil's to him, in order to their being treacheroufty murdered ; 
fome again fuppofed he was {lain by the wild Beafts, efpeci ally 
thofe apes or baboons, who fe voracity, ftee, arid fierce appear- 
ance, were exceedingly magnified. Mr. BrUce oe£an to 
think, that be might be ill, for he badjbeforercqiqplained, and 
that the fickneii might have overcome him; upon the road ; 
and this, too, was the opinion of Ayto Aylo's tervant, who 
faid, however, with a fignificant look, that he could not be 
far off; they therefore fent him, and one of the men that 
drove the mules, back to feek after, him; ,and they had not 
gone but a few hundred yatda when they found him. coming, 
but fo decrepid and fo very ill, that he faid. he could ^50 no 
farther than the church, . where }ie, .wajr.pc^tively refolved to 
take up hit abode that night. Mr. Bruce felt his pulfe, exam- 
ined every part about him, and faw, be thought, nothing ailed 
htm. Withoat loiinghis tamper, however, Mr. Bruce told him 
firmly, he perceived be waa apimpoftor f that he mould con- 
fider that be wan- a phyfictan, as he. knew Ije cured his maker's 
firft friend, W)elleta Yafous: that $he feeling of , his hand told 
him as plain as Ji|» tongue could Jiave done ^ tha,t nothing ailed 
him ; that it toW bim like wife he had in his heart-fome prank 
to play, which would turn out very much to his difad vantage. 
Hefeemed difmayed after this, faid little, and only.defired 
them to halt for a few minutes, and he mould be better ; 
«< for, (fays he,} it t^itre*'lh-e*gtkia uVaii te pafsnairerlier 

great hill before we arrive at GeeJh," " ' 

"Look 
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« ho»k yoji» (faklMr. Bmice) lying is. to no. purpofe ; J 
know, where Gee u> k 91 weU asiyou .do, and that w,e have nq 
BM«$, mountain* or. bad places-topa-ft through ; therefore, if 
youtctatfrfe ta flay behian* you may ; but to-morrow 1 (hell 
inioiyn Wel|eta Yafous at Bure* of your behaviour." He faid 
fhji wi#i the raoft decrowned air poffible, and left them, 
w.aUiung as hard as he cpuW down to the ford of the Nile. 
Wpidp remaned above with. the. fervanta, who were loading 
^le^r mules 5 lie Teemed to be perfectly cured of his Iamenefo, 
and was in clofe cpnverfauon with Ay to Aylo's fervant for 
ajbwtf ten minutes, which Mr. Bruce did not choofe to inter- 
rupt, as he few that man was already, in pofleffion of part of 
Woldo's fecret. This being over, they all -came down to Mr* 
Bruce as he was Jketehing a branch of a 'yellow role-tree, a 
number of which hang over the ford, 

The whole. company pafledY and Woldo, Teeming to walk 
as well as ever, attended a gentle-rifing hill, near the top of 
' which ia St. Michael GeeJh, The Nile here is not four yards 
over, and not above four inches. C$ep where they eroded ;. it 
wet* indeed become a wry t rifting brook, but ran ftviftly over 
a bottom; qf fimjll ft ones, wl$lv fcrdt black, rock, appearing 
wid(t tfreou it 43, at; this place v*ry ejtfy.tQ pa fa, and very 
&qpi4, but, a; liute lower, full of iaconftderabk falls j the 
ground rifes gently fro,m the river to the fouthwgrd, full of 
froall hills and eminences, which you afcend and defcend moft 
imperceptibly* The whole company had halted on the north 
fide of $r. Michael's church, and there Mr. Bruce reached 
tbeov without affecting any hurry. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon, the day having been 
very hot for fome hours/ tfcey were fitting in the fhade of a 
grove of magnificent cedars, intermixed with fome very large 
and beautiful cuflb-trees, all in the flower : the men were 
lying 6n the grafs>, and the beafls fed, with the burdens on 
their back, in the moft* luxuriant herbage. Mr. Bruce faid 
indifferently to Woldo in p.ajfing, that he was glad to fee 
him recovered ; that he would be prefently welj, and mould 
fear nothing. He then got up, and defired to fpeak with 
Mr. Bruce alone, taking' AyUx's fervant along with him. 
"Row, (faid our traveller very calmly) I know by your face 

you 
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you are going to tell me a lie. I do Afeear |o yoti Solemnly, 
you never, by that means, will obtain any thing tfroni" me, 
no, not'fo much- as a good word ; truth and good ; behaviour 
will get you every thing ; what appears a great matter in 
your fight is not perhaps of fuch value in mrae; but noth- 
ing except truth and good behaviour will anfwer to you ; 
now 1 know fox a certainty you are no more fickthanl am." 
«« Sir, (faid he) with afvery confident look, you are right } I 
did counterfeit ; I neither hatfe been^ nor am I at pfefeiit any 
way out of order 5 but I thonght it-heft to tell you To, not- to 
be obliged to difcover another reafon that has nuvch itoore 
weight with me, whyl cannot go toGee(h,andmuchlefs(hew 
myfelf at the fources of. the Nile, which I confefs are not much 
beyond it, though I declare to you there is ftill a hill between 
you and thofe fources." «* And pray, (faid Mr. Bruce caloaij) 
what is this mighty reafon ? have you had a dream or a vifion 
in that trance you fell into when you lagged behind, Jbefow 
the church of St. Michael Sacala V* "No, (fays he) ft fcr 
neither trance, nor dream, nor devil neither; I wifh it was 
no worfe ; but you know as well as I, that my matter Fafil 
defeated the AgOWs at the. battle of Behja. I was therewith 
my matter, and killed feveral men, among whom fome were 
of the Agows of this village Geefh, and you know the ufage 
of this country when a man, in thefe circwm ft afcoefc, falls into 
their hands, his blood mm! pay for thetr blood." ; 

" Mr. Bruce burft out into a violent fit of laughter* which 
very much difconcerted him. " There, (faid our traveller) 
did not I (ay to you it was a lie that you was going fo tell 
me ? do not think I disbelieve or difpute, with you the vanity 
of having killed men ; many ..men were flain^at that battle ; 
fomebody mutt, arid you may have been the perfon who flew 
them ; but do you think that I can believe that Fafil, fo .deep 
in that account of bloo^L, could rule the Agows in the man- 
ner he does, if he could not p\it a fervant of his, in fafety 
among them 20 miles from his refidence * do you think I can 
believe this ?" " Gome, come, (faid Aylo's fervant to Woldo) 
did you not hear that truth and good behaviour will get you 
everything you afk ? Sir, (continued he) 1 fee this affair vexes 
you, and what this JFooli/h man wants will neither make yoil 

• ' richer 
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richer nor poontr ^ he In* takes.* sjftgjt de/ire forthat crirn- 
fph filk-fafh vhicb jutt ween about ff^r middle. I told him 
to flay tili?yo» wentfaek to €ondar > Eat he fays he it to go 
»o farther' tfcao to the houfe of Shalaka Welled Aralac in 
Ivlaitiha, and does not return to Goadar ; I told him to ftay 
tiH you had put your mind at eafe, by feeing the fountain* of 
the Kile, which you are & anxious about. Hefaid after that 
had happened, he was fure you would not give it him, for 
you feerned to think little of the 1 eatara& at Gout to, and of 
all the fine rivers and churches which he had ibewn you : ex- 
cept the head of the Nile fball be fine* than all thefe, when, 
in reality, It will be juft lttte another river, you will then be 
diffatlsned, and not give him the fafli." 

Mr. Brace thought there was fbmething very natural in 
thefe* fufpicions of Woldo; befides, he laid he was certain, 
that if ever the (aft, came into the fight of Welled Amiac, by 
fame means or other, he would get it into his hands* This 
rational difcourfe had pacified Mr. Bruce a little *, but it muft 
have been fine indeed to have flood for a minute between 
him and the accompiimment of bis withes. Mr. Bruce then ~ 
laid his hand, upon the piftols that ftuck in his girdle, and 
drew them out to give them to one of his fuit, when Woldo^ 
who apprehended it was for another purpofe, ran fome paces 
back, and hid himfeif behind Aylo's ftrvant. , Mr. Bruce after 
having taken off his Tafh, " Here is your fafli, Woldo, (laid he) 
but mark what I have fa id, and now mod ferioufly repeat to 
you, truth and good behaviour willget any thing from me j 
but if in the courfe of this journey, you play one trick more, 
though ever fo trifling, 1 will bring fuch a vengeance upon 
your head, that you Ihall ndt be ajble to find a place to hide it 
$p, when not the fafli only will be taken from you, but your 
frin alfo will follow it." 

He took the fafh* but teemed terrified at the threat, and be- 
gan to make apologies. " Come, come, (faid Mr. Bruce) we 
linderrtand each other ; no more words ; it is now late, lofe 
no time more, but carry me to Geefh, and the head of the 
Nile djre&ly, without preamble, and mew me the hill that 
feparates me from it." He then carried our traveller round 

.Bb3 to 
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to the fotfth fide of ttejfcircb, out of the grove of trees that 
fur rounded it. " Zffm is the hill, (find be); looking archly, 
that/ when you wtfs on the other fide of it, was between yqxi 
and the fountains of the Nile, there is no other ; look at that 
hiUock of green fod in the* middle of thai watery (pot, it is in 
that the two fountains of the Nile are to be found : GeeJh is 
.on the face of the rock where yon green trees are' ; if you go 
the length of the fountains, pull off your (hoes, as yon did the 
other day ; for thefe people are. all Pagans, worfe than thofe 
that were at the ford, and they believe in nothing that ypu 
believe, but only in thisriver, to which they pray. every day 
as if it were God ; but this perhaps you may do likewife." 
Half imdrefled as Mr. Bruce was by lofs of hislam, and throw- 
ing his (hoes off, he ran down the hill towards the little ifland 
of ^;reen fods, which was about two hundred yards dHUnt ; 
the whole fide of the hill was thick grown over with flow- 
ers, the large bulbous roots of which appearing above the 
furface of the ground, and their (kins coming off on treading 
up6n them, occafioned too very fevere falls before he reached 
the brink of the marfli. Mr. Bruce, after this, came to the 
ifland of green turf, which was in form of an altar, appar- 
ently the work of arr,,and he (lood in rapture-over the prin- 
cipal fountain which rifes in the middle of it. . 

It i&eafier to-guefs thandefcrjbe the (ltuation of Mr. Bruce's 
mind at that moment j' ftan<1im>on that Jpot which had baf- 
fled the genius, induftry, ami inquiry of both ancients and 
moderns, for the cburfe of near three thoufand years. Kings 
'had attempted this difcovery at the head of armies, and each 
expedition was diftinguifhed fronythe laft, only by the differ- 
ence of the numbers which, ^a<J perjfhed, and agreed alone 
in the difjppomtment w*hich had uniforiply, and without ex- 
ceprion followed them all", famt,* jiclies, and honour' had 
been held out for a Teries of ages to every individual of thofe 
myriads thefe princes commanded,, without having 'produced 
one man capable of gratifying the curiofity of his.fovereign, 
or wiping off this (lain upon the enterprise and abilities, of 
mankind, or adding this difideratum for the encouragement 

of geography. - . »:»:•-. .i :"•" ' 
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' Mr. femce tlbW proceeds to defcr^MPmMra; the Nife, 
Which J&v*v as hfcfaysj- remained to our days as unknown as 
they were to antiquity; bo good* or genuine Voucher having 
yet been produced capable of. proving that they were before 
difcovered, or feen by the curious eye of apy, traveller, from 
the eadi*uYftges>t?itfcis day 5 and it is with , confidence Mr. 
Brace pvopo% to dreader, that he will conftderhim as (till 
itettdiiig atithefe fountains, and patiently hear item hinttht 
recital* of 'the origin* and xircurofhmces foijthia, the mail .fa- 
mous river in t be .world, which a*enot to be-foundJn books, 
or from any other human authority whatever, and which, by 
the care arid attention, he' has paid to the fubjedt; Will, he 
hopes, be found fatisfa&gry here. .' ,J , n 1 

We may, enable the reader to conijpAre Lobd's account of 
there fonrces with Mr/ Bruce Y: " The Nile, which the ha* 
tives call Abavi, that is, the SFather of waters, Hfes firft in Sac- 
ala, a province of the kingdom of Goiama, which is one of 
the mod fruitful 1 knd agreeable of all; the Abyffinian domin- 
ions. This province is inhabited by a nation of theAgows, 
who call themfelves Chriftia'ns : But by daily intermarriages 
they have allied themfelves to the Pagan Agowa, and adopted 
all their cuftoms and ceremonies. 

*' In the eaftern part* 6f this kingdom, on the declivity of 
a mountain', whofe defcent is fo eafy,;tnat it feemsa beautiful" 
plaip, is that fource of the ; N.*le which has been fought after 
at Co much expenfe of labour, and,about which fuch a variety 
of conjectures have been formedjitkhout fucceft. This fpring, 
or rather thefe two fprings,'are two holes, each about two 
feet ^iauieter, a Hone's caft diflant from, each, other* j Th? 
one is but about five feet and a half in depth, at Jeaft we 
coujd, not &et ( qur plummet, farther, .perhaps becaule it was 
ftopped by roots, for the whole place is full of } trees. Of the' 
other, which is fomewhat left, with .a line often feet we 
could find no bottom^ «an]d. were ; afFured by the inhabitants 
that none, had ; ever be^a found. , H is believed here that theffe 

fyrfng? .are ibfi<jtyt*>°ii& ,gf e ^ JP b t?r??WW*,Mi^>.r find 
they, have, this ^rcjijraJjkagce. .to. favour the ( opinJqn f .l^a^ tfce 4 
grouniUs alyva yji naoift, , anjd jfo foi^ that; the > water boils upt, 

,.*-;,.» •" V under 
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wafer fo^^VRPRHK upon it : tto W mor^vi Hole after 
nun*, for then the ground yields aid fink*, ft QttK&t that? I 
believe it it chiefly Aipported by therootaof trees that ate 
Interwoven with one another. Such is theg»oHnd rountf 
abort tbefe fountains. At a little diftance to the fonthJsa 
little village named Gnix, through whkh the way lies to the 
top of the rnoantain* from whence the travails* dlfccmra a 
valbe wtc atof brad, which appear &Hkflra;<dee#*aUey, though 
tae.monntain rifea <b imperceptibly i tbattboie-whe-gOiupor 
down it< are. ficarce finfibteiof any dechmity. 

Divine honours are paid by the Agows of uamot tcr the 

Kile; they worlhip the river, and thouiands of cattle have 

been offered, and dill are offered, to the fpirit fuppofect to 

■elide at its fource. They. are divided into clans, or tribes ; 

and ifc is, worthy, of observation, that it it (aid there never was 

a/ead^or hereditary aaunofity between any two of thefe clans } 

. or, if the feeds of any fuch were Town,, they did not vegetate 

longer than till the next general convocation of all. the tribes, 

Who meet annually at the fource of the river,, to which they 

facrifice, calling it by the name of the God of Peace. One of 

the lead considerable of thefe clans*, for power and number, 

has flill the preference among its brethren, from, the ctrcum- 

ftance that, in its territory, and near the miferable village 

that gives it name, ar,e Situated the niucb. foujjht-for fprings 

from which the Nile rites, 

Geeflt* hdwever, though not farther diftant from theft than 
606 yards, is not in frght of the fburces of the Nile. The 
country upon the fame plain with the fountains, terminates 
in a cliff about 300 yards deep down to the plain of Aflba, 
which (hit country continues in the fatne fubaltern degree of 
elevation, till it meets the Nile again about ferenty miles 
Ibuthward, after- it has made the circuit of the provinces 
of Gbjam and Damot. 

A prodigious cave is in the middleof this cliff, in a direc- 
tion {freight north towards the fountains, whether the work 
of- nature or art; Mr. Bruce cannot determine ; in it are* 
inany bye-paths, ft> that it is very difficult for a Granger to 

extricate Imnfelf f it is a natural labyrinth; large enough to 

contain 



Bt.OCt's T It A V ELS. 297 

contain the inhabitants of the vifiageytod'-theiir cattle, la 

v this large cliffy Mr. Bruce'fcired htmfelf part.of -federal dayv 

endeavouring to reach as far northward as poffibJe ;• but the! 

air;' when he had advanced fomethlng above an hwbdr^d "yards* 

feemed to threaten to extinguifh his candle by its dampnfcls ; 

and the people were befides not at all dtfpofed to gratify bis 

curiofity farther, after afluring him there was nothing at the* 

end more remarkable* than what hei then law,' which* he hacb 

reafon to believe was* the cafe. /The' face of :thw cliff, which! 

front? to the fcuth, has a moft pi&urefque appearance fneoa, 

the plain Of A flba below, parts of the houfesat every flaget 

appearing, through the thickets of trees and butties with 

whtch the whole fage of the cliff h thickly covered'* hnpene** 

trable fences of the very worftkind of thorn, hide the mouths: 

of the caverns above mentioned, even fronv light 5 ttoere is nfc 

other communication with the feoufes either fro n) tat^pwe^or. 

below,', but by nSrrow--winding fheep pathe> whittoKhftough. 

thefe thorns are very difficult to be difcerned^ f<* r all areai4 

loWed to be overgrown with the ^utmofliWildnefa, as a pact 

of their defence; lofty and large trees .(moft of them of the 

thorny kind) tower high up above the edge of the j cliff* audi 

feem to be a fence againft people falling down into the plain ; 

thele are- all at their propter feafon. covered witB ttowetaiof 

diiiere at ibrt£ and colours, fo are the bufhes:bda*v; on "the* 

face of the cliff: erery thorn in Abyifinia indeed bears a^beau- 

t if ul flower. % ' :! . . .'•• '*.'[ • ■■■_..: 
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From the edge of the cliffof Geefh above where the village, 
is fituated, the. ground, dopes' with a very' eafy defcem due 
north, and lands .yon at the eJdge of a triangular marfli above 
eighty -fix yards bcoad, in th^ line of the fount a ina, and two 
hundred and eighty -jfi3t-y^rd& two. feet from the edge of the 
cjiif .above Jhe.boufe of the prieft of the river, where Mr. 
Bruce refided. .• 5 . . •". •' • \ ' .j 

Upon the rock in the middle of the plain, the Agow3 lifed* 
to pile. up the bones of the beafts killed in fatrifice, mixing, 
them with billtfts =of wood, ; after which, they fet them on. 
fire*. • .Tkis.Ja no*y< difcontinuerfv jdr.rftt her j transferred to. 
another place* near) the church,, as they are afcprefent indulged: 

•y'< .-. '• ia 
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3a the full eajoytmnfr of tteir id ofctKws rites* both nmfe* 
fafil and Mtehaek In fcb* mkklie ofc the. flfiarlh, near \h© 
bottom: of theiapuntainof ;Geefti,' arise* a. hiHocJt of a cmm- 
las form* abovt thre*feef fronvtbefuifa*e of tbej inarch, Afelf 
though appareiHly founded: much deeper in ft. The cjianw 
ter of this is fomethtng (hort of twelve feet; U i* : fi}rround?4 
by a fbaUow trenob, which coUefts the water a*A vo*<Js it 
eailward ; it is firmly bail* with fod or earthen W$, brought 
from the fides, and conftantly kept in repair, aod this is the 
altar upon wmchaH>their religious* cereroom>& are performed* 
1b the middle of this: altar is a hole, obvioufly made, or a 
kail enlarged by the hand of man. It is l&epjt clear of grafs, 
or other aquatic plants, and the water in it is perfectly pure 
and limpid;* but has no ebullition or motion of any kind 
dHcernable upon ita furface. This mouth, or opening of the 
ftnreev isfome pafltsof an inch lefs than three feet diameter, 
and the water Hood at that time, the 5th ©f November, about 
two inches from the lip or brim, nor did it either increafe or 
dfaninifh during alt the time of his flay at Geefb, though: they 
made plentiful ufe of it* This fpring is. about *U, fee* ft* 
inches deep. 

At the di fiance oil ten fee t from, the q>ft of tbefefpring*, a 
rhtleto thewefloflfouth, is the recondfbiifUativ about ateeea 
Inches in diameter. ; but this is. eight, feet three inches deep* 
And about twenty feet diftant from the firft, i? th<& third 
fource, its mouth being fomething more than two feet large, 
and it is- flye feet eight inches deep* Both thefp left fountains 
flaod in the middle of fmall altars, made like the former* of 
firm fod, but neither of them^bove three feet diameter* and 
liaving a foot of left elevation than the firft. Theaftarin 
this third fource feemed alrooft diKbltedby the water, wbicfe 
in- both, flood, nearly- up to the brim } at the foot of each ap- 
peared a clear and brifk running rill jthefe unittng-joiaed the 
water in the trench of the firft altar, and then proceeded di- 
rectly oat, pointing eajlward*, in a quantity that/ would have 
fHled a. pipe of about two inches diameter* The water from 
thefe fountains is* very light and good, and perfectly tafte-i 
left} it was at thk time moft Intenfely cold, though expofed 
to the mid day fun without Inciter, there being uo treed no* 

bufhes 



bftftMTWftr^rittMtilbecIWFofG^eflt on its {both fide, wid 
the trees that ferpound Saiot Michael Gedh on the aorta* 
which,; according to thectoftom of Abffffini* it, iiketttar 

churxhe^ planted tilths mi ettl^f^grovr* , 

On tie 5th of November, the day after Mrl BniceV arrival 
at Geefii, fche weather perfectly clear,, cloudlefs and nearly 
calm, mall refpe&s well, adapted to obfervation, being ex,* 
tremely -anxious to -ascertain* beyond the power of controver- 
sy, the'precife fpoten the : gloi?e?tliat this fountain' ha4 So lomj 
occupied wifcpowa, h^fiit^he^ bia teqt op the north -edge of 
the cU^ ; iimB€diatety above rfee priefk'shoufe* having verified 
the tattriHRBnt wkb^ll the care polfible, both at . the zenith 
and horiapn. With* bfa&gvadrant of three feet Radius, by 
one meridian altitude of the fan's upper limb, all necetfary 
•equations and ^ed»<^on8 cohered, he determined the lati- 
tude of the; place of obfervation to. be jo° $9/11".* W^ty 
bhother lobfervatton of the- fame kin/1 . made. op the 6tb,-*qi9 
S9' 8" ; after N*hicbi by a medium of thirty. tj>ree obferva- 
tions of ftars, the largeft and neareft, the firlt verticjal, he 
found the latitude to be io° 59' 10" 5 a mean of which being 
*o ~39 v S>!'V &y*o* 39 ***>"• Tfce Idngit*«te'he afcertained 
<o be 36* 55 " 30 ^eaft of the meridian df Grderowkb* 

:• Pb the night of the 4th, the very night of Mr. truce's ar* 
^ivai, melancholy reflections upon bis prefent ftate, the 
^osbtfoWs of hit return in fafety|, were he permitted to 
make the attempt* and . tjie fears that even this would be re- 
futed, according to the rule obferved in Abyifinia with all trav- 
ellers 'who have -once entered the kingdom \ theconfcioufnefs 
of -*heg>airf tihat he was thenroooafioning to many worthy tndi- 
Vi^als* e*pectttfg daily that mfbrmatioa concerning his fit- 
tJStfcm, "wfcicfe \t w*s nt>t in hit^ower tofcive thenij (bine 
otlter'thongnfs, pethapa ttfll nearer; the heart than thofe, 
cWwWddfcenhft tnindj ; and forbade att approach of fleep. 
He was, at that ver/ntotfientvinponeflfem of what had^&r 
matiyyeafs v been, the principal objea of his ambition and 
wifhes : indifference, (which from the ufoal infirmity of hu- 
man nature follows, at leaft for a time, complete enjoyment) 
bad taken place of it. The toarfe, and the fetentaifls, upon 
comparifon Win the'rifc of tnairy W**t tfvets; became r now 
* a-trifling 
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a trifling objecl in his fight. He renlembered that magnifi* 
cent fcede in his awn native country, where, the Tweed, 
Clyde and Anna* ittife in one hiri $ three river*/ as he now 
thought, not inferior to $be Nile in beauty ,. preferable to it 
jn the cultivation of thofe conn tries through which they flow ; 
fupefior, vaftly fufreVior to it in the virtue's and Qualities of 
the inhabitants, and In the beauty of its 'flocks, crbwding its 
pathires 1n peace, without fear of violence from man or beaft. 
He had feed the rift of the Rhine and Rhone, and the more 

•magriificent;fowces of the Stone : he began in hisTorrow to 
'treat the inquiry about the-fotirce of the Kile as a violent ef- 
fort of a diftcmperea 1 fancy. Grief or defpondency now roll- 

* ing upon him like ' a rorrent, * relaxed, not refrefliedi* by un- 
quiet ahdimperfeft Deep, ne Parted : from his bed in the ut- 
ffioft agony ; he went to the dobr of his tent ; every thing 

"was ftUl'Y the .Nile; at whole head he'ttbbd; was not capable 
either to promote or Interrupt- his dumber s ; but the cool- 

^hrffs'and fer&lty of 1 the night braced bisrtierves, smdchafed 

"away 1 rhofefabaritoinvthat, wbile'in bed, 'had oppreffed and 
tormented him. *•' ' * ,; 

Numerous daggers, hardmtps and •fberows- had indeed befet 
him through .thlslialf of Jus. exsurfien $,bnt it. was /till as 
true, that another Guide, more powerful than his own cour- 

•it * » • 4, 

age, health, or understanding, if any of thefe can Vi Safled 

man's own, had' uniformly protected Wm ih \artl : tfiif tetfious 

half} he found his ' confidence not abated/ thWt {Hltbhgtianie 

Guide was able to conduit him to his* now wiihed for home. 

He immediately reibmed his former fortitude, confident the 

Nile indeed as'no more than rifing from (Jwrngs, ^Tall-other 

rivers do, but widely different in this, that it was the palm 

for three thoufimd years held out to- all nations in the world 

as a detuY dipifffimo, which r in hisicool hours be bad thought 

waiVbrth attempting at therrifk of his life, which he had long 

either refolved to loofe, or lay thfedifcqvery/ a trophy in 

which he could have no: competitor* for. the honour of his 

.country, at the feet of his fovereign, whofe fervant he, was. 

* .•'•■■ 

- Mr. Bruce had procured from the Engliih ,flups, while at 

Jidda,, fome quickfilver, p£rfe£Uy pure, and heavier than the 

common. fort j warming. therefore, the, tuj>e gently at the fire, 

* . . he 
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he filled it with this quick filver, and, to his great furprjfr, 
found that it Hood at the height of .22, Englifli inches. Suf- 
petting that fome air might have infinuated itfelf into the 
tube, lie laid it by 10 a warm part of the tent, covered till 
morning, and returning to bed, flept there profoundly till fix, 
when, fatisfied the whole was in perfect order, he found it to 
(land at 22 Englifli inches ; neither did it vary fenfibly from 
that height any of the following days he flayed at Geefh $ and 
thence he inferred, that, at the fources of the Nile, he was 
then more than two miles above the level of the fea 5 a pro- 
digious height to enjoy a Iky perpetually clear, as alfo a hot 
fqn never over-call for a moment with clouds from rifing to 
fetting. On the 6th of November, at a quarter pad five in 
'the morning, Fahrenheit's* thermometer Hood at 44°, at 
noon o6<\ and at fun-fet 46°. It was, as to fenfe, cold at 
night, and ftill more fo an hour before funrife. 

The Nile keeping nearly in the middle of the marfli, runs 
eaft for thirty yards, with a very little increafe of ftream, but 
perfectly vifible, till met by the grafly brink of the land de- 
clining from Saca la. This turns it round gradually to the 
K. £• and then due north ; and, in the two miles it flows in 
that direction, the river receives many final 1 contributions 
from fprings that rife in the banks on each fide of it : there 
are two particularly one on the hill at the back of St. Michael 
Geelb, the other a little lower than it on the other fide, on 
the ground declining from Saca la. Thefe la ft- mentioned 
fprhigs are more than double its quantity ; and being arrived 
under the hill whereon (lands the church of St. Michael 
Sacala, about two miles from its fource, it there becomes a 
flreani that would turn a common mi IF, fhallou , clear, and 
running qver a tocky bottom about three yards wide : this 
muft be under flood to be variable according to the feafon $ 
and the prefent obfervations are applicable to the 5th of 
Kovember, when the rains had ceafed for feveral weeks. 

Our traveller fays, nothing can be more beautiful than this 
(pot ; the fmall rifing hills about them were all thick covered 
with verdure, efpecially with clover, the Jargeft and finefl he * 
ever faw ; the tops of the heights crowned with trees of a 
prodigious fee 5 the ftream, at the banks of which they were 

C c fitting, 
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fitting, was limpid and pure as the fineft chryftal ; the ford* 
covered thick with a bufliy kind of tree that feemed to affefl 
*o .grow to no height, but, thick with foilage and young 
toancbes, rather to court the furface of the water, whilft it 
«bdre, in prodigious quantities, a beautiful yellow flower, 
not unlike a fingle wild rofe of that colour, but without 
•thorns. 

After having ftepped over the. ford fifty tiroes, he ©bfe*ved 
it no larger than a common mill dream. The Nile from 
this ford turns to the weftward, and, after running over ioofe 
ftones occafionaHy, in that direction, about four miles far- 
ther, the angle of inclination increasing greatly, broken water 
and a fall commences of about (ix feet, and thus it gets rid of 
the mountainous place of its nativity, and i flues into the 
plain of Goutto, where is its firft cataract:. Arrived in the 
plain of Goutto, the river feems to have toft all its violence, 
and (barcely is feen to flow ; but, at the fame time it there 
makes fo many (harp, unnatural windings, that it differs from 
any other river Mr. Bruce ever faw, making about twenty 
fharp angular pen in Alias in thexourfe of five' miles, through a 
bare, marfhy plain of clay, quite deftitute of trees, and ex* 
ceedingly inconvenient and unpleafant to travel. After paf- 
fing this plain, it turns due north, receives the tribute of ma- 
ny fmall ftreams, the Gometti, the Googueri, and the Keb- 
ezza, which defcend from the mountains of Aformaflia ; and 
united fall into the Nile about twenty miles below its fource ; 
it begins here to run rapidly, and again receives a number of 
beautiful rivulets, which have their rife In the heights of 
Litchambara, the femfcircular range of mountains that pafs 
behind, and feem to inclofe Aforroafha. Here it begins to be- 
come a confiderable dream ; its banks high and broken, cov- 
ered with old timber trees for the fpace of about three miles ; 
it inclines to the north-eaft, and winds exceedingly, and is 
then joined by the fmall river Diwa from the eaft. As the 
mere names of places, through which the Nile partes, can af- 
lord very little amufement to our readers, we (hall only ob- 
ferve, that it empties itfelf at laft into the Mediterranean. 

Mr. Bruce now proceeds to inveftigate the reafon of the 
inundations of the Nile, and obfecres, that it is an observation, 

, which 
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Which holds good through all the wprks of Providence, that 
although God, in the beginning, gave an Lnftance of his al- 
mighty power, by creating the world with one finglejfar, 
yet, in the laws he has laid down for the maintaining order 
and regularity in the details of his creation, he has invariably 
produced all thefe effects by the lead degree of power pof*.. 
fible, and by thofe means that ieem mod obvious < to human 
conception. But it feemed, however, nqt according to the 
tenor of his ways and wifdom, to create a country like, 
Egypt, without fprings, or even dews, and fubjett it to a* 
nearly vertical fun, that he might fave it by. fo extraordinary 
an intervention as was the annual inundation, and make it 
the moft fertile (pot of the univerfe. . , 

Whatever were . th* conjectures of the dreameraof anJtiq^fty* 
modern travellers a ad philofophers, defqrilwig without fy^te. in, 
or prejudice what their eye fasv, have. found tJiftt^h^Jnujndar 
tion ofvEgypt has been effected by natural means, perfectly 
cenfonant with the ordinary rules of Provudcuce, . and tfce 
Law* given for the government of the reft ok\ the uitfyerfe* 
They have found that the plentiful fall of ^he tropical rajna 
produced every year at the fame time, by the action, of a 
violent fun, has been uniformly, without miracle, the eaufe 
of Egypt being regularly overflowed. The fun. being nearly, 
fta nonary for fome days in the tropic of Capricorn, the aic 
there becomes fo much rarified, that the heavier winds, 
charged with watery particles, ru(h in iipon it from the At- 
lantic on the weft, and from the Indian Ocean on the eaft. 
The fouth wind, moreover, loaded with heavy vapour, con- 
denfed in that high ridge of mountains not far fouth of the 
JUine, whicluibrms a fpiue to the peninfula of Africa, and, 
running northward wiih the other two, furnifli wherewithal 
to reftore the equilibrium. 

The fun, having thus gathered fuch a quantity of vapour* 
ajs it were to a focus, now puts them in motion, and drawing 
them after it in its rapid progress northward, on the 7th of 
January, for two years together, feemed to have extended its. 
power to the atmofphere of Gondar, when, for the firft time, 
there appeared- in the fls/, white, dappled, thin clouds, the 

fun 
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fun being then diftant 34 from the zenith, without any one? 
cloudy or dark fpeck having been feen for feveral months be- 
fore. Advancing to the Line with increafed velocity, and 
defcribing larger fpirals, the fun brings on a few drops of rain 
at Gondar the ift of March, being then diftant 5* from the 
zenith ; thefe are greedily abforbed by the thirfty foM> and 
this feems to be the fartheft extent of the fun's influence, ca- 
pable of catifing rain, which then only falls in large drops, 
and lafts bnt a few minutes : the rainy feafon, however, be- 
gins mod ferioufly upon its arrival at the zenith of every 
place, and thefe rains continue conftant and increating after 
he has patted it, in his progrefs northward. Before this, 
green boughs and leaves appear floating in the Bahar el Abiad, 
and (hew that, in the latitude where it rifes, the rains are al- 
ready abundant; The Galla, who inhabit, or have parted 
that river, give account of its fituation, which lies, as far as 
Mr. Brace conld ever calculate, about 5* from the Line. 

In April, all the rivers in Amhara, Begemder, and Lafta, 
flrft difcolottred, and then beginning to fwell, join the Nile 
in the feveral parts of its courfe neareit them ; the river then, 
from the height of its angle inclination, forces it felt through 
the itagnant lake without miking with it. In the beginning 
of May, hundreds offtreams pour themfelves from Cojam, 
Damot, Maitfha, and Deinbea, into the lake Tzana, Which 
had become low by intenfe evaporation, but now begins to 
fill inferably, and contributes a large quantity of water to 
tfc^Ntle, before it falls down the catara&'of Ateta. In the 
beginning dt June, the fun' having patted all Abyflinia, the 
rivers there are all^ full, and then is 1 the time of the ' greateft 
rains in Abyffinia, while it is for fome days, as it were,, tta* 
tionary in the tropic ot Cancer. 

Immediately after the fun has pafled the Line, he begins 
the rainy feafon to the fouthward, (till as he approaches the 
zenith of each place j but the fituation and necelftties of this 
country being varied, the manner of promoting the inunda- 
tion is changed. A high chain of mountains run from about 
6° fouih all arlong the middle of the continent towards the 
Gape of Good hope, and interfects the fotuhern part of the 

• penintaia,! 
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perfhfuf a, "nearly in~the Tame manner that the. river Nile tfpes 
thc-Bortberii* A ftrong wind, from the fouth, flopping tf\e 
progrefsof the. condensed: vapours, dailies them againit the 
cold fnmmits of this ridge oil' mountains, and forms many 
rivers which efcape in the.direction either ealt or welt, as 
the level prefents itfelf. If this is towards the weft, they fall 
down the (ides of the mountains into the Atlantic, and if on 
the ea£, jntp the Indian Ocean* " — 

* • • * » • 

«' To the immenfe labours and fatigues of the Portuguefe,? 
faysLobo, " mankind is indebted for the knowledge of the 
• rea.1 caufe _of thefe inundations, fo great and fo regular* 
Their obfervations inform us, that Ab\ (iiaja, where the Nile 
rifes and waters valt tracts. of land, is full of mountains $ and 
in its natural iituation much higher than Egypt ; that, all 
the winter, from June tf> SeptemLer, no day is without rain ; 
that the iJjJile recefves, in its couxfe, all '.the rivers, brooks, 
ancl torrents which fall. from thole mountains 5 thefe necefi£- 
rily fwell it ab,ove the banks, and fill the' plains , of Egypt 
with the inundation. This comes regularly about the month 
of Jwly, or three weeks after the beginning of -a rainy feafon 
in Ethiopia.: .','.. 



•? « 



Three remarkable appearances attend the inundation or 
the Nile. ' Every morning in Abyflinia is clear, and the fun 
mines ; about nine, a fmall cloud, not above four, leet broad, 
appears in the ealt, whirling violently round a*, if. upon an 
axis, but arrived near the zenith, it firit abates its motion, 
then lofes its form', extends itfelf greatly, and feems to CaU up 
vapours' from aU'oppofite quarters. Thefe clouds, having 
attained nearly the fame height, rufh agaiuft each other with 
great violence. The air, Impelled before the heavielt mats, 
orjwiiteit mover, makes an impreflion of its own form- in 
the collection of clouds oppolite, and the moment it has taken 
poileiiion of the fpace made to receive it, the moll violent 
thunder poilible to oe conceived initantly follows, with rain j 
after iomo nouis, the'fky again cleafs, with a witftfat north, 
»nd it' is always difagreeably cold when the thermometer is 

below .63?. ' 

- , ' - The 

Cca 
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The fecond thing remarkable ia the variation of the ther- 
mometer $ when the Ain is in the foutaern tropic, 3d diltant 
from the zenith of Gondar, it it feldom lower than 72* ; but 
it falh to 6o° and 59° when the ran is immediately vertical $ 
to happily does the approach of rain corapenfirte the heat of 
a too fcorching fun. 

The third is, that remarkable flop in the extent of the rains 
northward, when the fun, that has conduced the vapours 
from *he Line, and fliould (eem, now more than ever, to be 
in ' eflion of them, is here overruled fuddenly, till, on its 
r o the zenith of Gerri, again it refomes the abfolute 

jd over the rain, and reconducts it to the Line to 

diftant deluges to the fouthward. 

Bruce (ays it ism February, March, or April only , the 
"»<nns in Egypt. Mr. Bruce does not believe it an 
r nifeafe, but rather thinks it comes from Conftanti- 

.»-ith merchandize, or pafiengers, and at this time of 
ear, that the air having attained a degree of putridity 
jjer to receive'it by the long abfence of dews, the infection 
thereto joined, and continues to rage till it is fuddenly flop- 
ped by the dews occasioned by a refreshing mixture, of rain- 
water, which is poured out into the Nile at the beginning of 
the inundation. 

The firft and moft remarkable fign of the change brought 
about in the air is the fudden (lopping of the plague at St. 
John's day. Every perfon, though (hut up from fbciety for 
ltiouth's before, buys, (ells, and communicates with his neigh- 
hoar without any fort of apprehenfion j and it was never 
known,' as far as Mr. Bruce could learn upon fair inquiry, 
that one fell u>k of the plague after this anniverfary : it will 
be obferved Mr. Bruce does hot fay died $ there are, examples 
of that, though he believes but few ; the plague is not always 
a difeafe that fuddenly terminates ; it often takes a conlidera- 
ble time to come to a bead, appearing only by fymptoms ; 
fo that people taken ill, under the moft putrid influence of 
the air, linger on, (truggling with the difeafe which nasal-' 

* * ready 



ffcftdy got Oath Md that they cannot recover ; but what Mr. 
Bruce fey* he means », that no per (on is taken iM ot ttie* 
plague (b as to die alter the dew has fallen in jane j and no 
fyinptoms of the plague are ever commonly feen in Egypt 
but in tbofe fpring months already mentioned, the greater 
part of which are totally deft itute of moiiture. 

Mr. Brace then meat ions a trircflmfta nee, which' is univer- 
sally known, and cannot be denied. The Turks and Moors 
are known to lye peedeftinariaiw j they believe the hour -of 
man's death is fo immutably -fixed, that nothing can either 
advance or defer it an inftant. Secure in this principle, they 
expoffe in the nWket-ptace, immediately after St. Jofonfs day, 
the clothes of the many thoufantls that have died during the 
late continuance of the plague, all which imbibe the moifliaSr 
of the' evening ana* the morning, are handled, bought, put on 
and worn without any appre>enfton of danger ; and though 
thefe confi(t of furs, cotton, fiikarid woolen cloths; which ate 
Huffs the mod retentive of the infection, no accident happens 
to thole who wear them> from this their happy confidence; 

Mr. Bruce now returns back to his guide Woiidbywhoii 
they had left fettling their reception Vith the chief of the vil- 
lage of Geefh. They found the tneafuf es taken by this, man 
fuchas convinced them at once of his capacity and attach* 
ment. The miferable Agows, aflembled all around him, 
were too much rnterefted in the appearance our travellers 
made, not to be exceedingly inquifitive how long their ftay , 
was to be among them. They faw, by the horfe driven be- 
fore them, that they belonged to Fafil, and fuffcetted", for 
the fame reafon, that they were to maintain .them, or, in' 
other words, that they mould Kve at difcretion upon them 
as long as they choofe to tarry there; but Woldo, with 
great addfefs^had difpeHed thefe fears almoft as foon as they 
were formed. He informed them of the king's grant to Mr. 
v Bruce pi the village of Geefli ; that FaftTs t>ranny and ava- 
rice would end that day, and another mailer, like Negade 
Has Georgis, was come to pafs a cheerful, time among them, 

, with a refolution to ^9y for every labour they were ordered 

to 
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to perform', «nd pnrchafi* all thing* for ready' mottpy : tafe«fr 
ded, moreover, that no military fervice was further to be ex- 
acted from them, either by toe king or. governor of Damot, 
nor from their prefent mailer, as he had no enemies. They 
found this news had circulated with great rapidity, and they 
met with a hearty welcome upon their arrival at the village* 

- 1 Woldo had afked a houfefrom the Shorn, who very civilly 
bad granted Mr. .Bruce his own : tt was juft large enough to 
ftrve-him, but they were.obiiged to take po/Teffion of four or 
five others, and they were fcarcely. fettled in ttoefe, when^a 
servant arrived from Fafilto intimate to. the Shumhis furren- 
dry of the property and fovereignty of Geelh to Mr. Bruce, in 

confequeuce of a grant from, the king :, he brought w ith him 
*/iae, large milk white cow, two /heejp, and two goats ; ( the 

(Ibeepand goats Mr. Bruce underQood . were . from .Welleta 

. Yafous* f aiil alfo fen; tbera fix jars of hydromel, fifty *vheat 
loaves of very excellent bread, and to this Welleta Yafoushad 
added t two middle fized horns of excellent flrong fpirits. 
Thejr, hearts were now perfectly at eafe, .and they paited a 
very merry evening. Woldo, who had done his part to great 

^perfection, and had reconciled the minds of all the people of 
the village .to our travellers, had a little apprehen/ion for him- 
felf j he thought he had loft credit with Mr. Bruce^and there- 
fore employed f the feryant of Ayfo Aylo to defjre Mr. Bruce 
not to fpeuk of the faflito Fafd's fervant. Our traveller af- 
fured him, that, as long as he faw lira acting properly, as 
he now did, it was much more probable he Ihould give him 
another faih on their return, than complain of the means he 
had ufed to get this Jan\ This entirely removed all his fears, 

t and indeed as long after ^as he was with them, he every day 
deierved more and more their commendations, 

Woldo was now perfectly happy 5 he had no fuperior or 

(py over his actions $ he had explained himfelf to the Shum, 

that they fhoulcj want foniebody to buy nece flaries to make 

, bread for our travellers, and to take care of the management 

^ of their houfe. Ihey difplayed their, leffer articles tor barter 

: to the Shuui, and told Jura the mofl cojufiderable purchafes, 

fuch 
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fuch as oxen and flieep, were t» be paid in goftl* He wa* 
itruck with the appearance of our travellers wealth, and the 
generofity of their propofals, and told Woldo that be infilled, 
fince they were in his houfes, they would take bis da tighter* 
for their houfe- keepers. The propofal was ainoft reafbnabte 
one, and readily accepted. He accordingly fent for three in 
an inftant, and they delivered them their charge. The ekieft 
took it opon her readily, (he was about fixteen years «f age, 
of a ftature above the middle fize, but fhe was remarkably 
genteel, and, colour apart, her features would have made her 
a beauty in any country hi Europe ; fhe was, befides, very 
fprightly 5 they underftood not one word of her language, 
though fhe comprehended very eafily the figns that they made* 
This nymph ot the Nile was called by nick-name Irpone, 
which fignifies fbme animal that deftroys mice,* but whether 
of the ferret or fnake kind, Mr. Bruce could not perfectly un«» 
derftand ;' fornetimes it was one, and fo me times another, but 
Which it was he thought of no great importance* 

. After difpofing of fome of their flock in purchafes, fhe 
thought herfelf obliged to render our travellers an account, 
and give back the refulue at night to Woldo, with a proteita- 
ti on that flie bad not ftolen nor kept any thing to herfelf, 
lV|r., Bruce looked upon this regular accounting as an ungen- 
erous treatment of their benefattreis. Mr. ( Bruce called on 
"Woldo, and made him produce a parcel that contained thif 
fame with t|ie firtt commodities they had given her ; and this' 
confided of beads, antimony, fmall fciflars, knives, and 
large needles. He then brought out a packet of the fame that 
bad not been broken, and told her, they were intended to be 
d'rftributed among lies* friends, and that they expected ncf 
account from her $ on the contrary, that, after j(he had 
beftowed thefe, to buy them neceffaries, and for any pur- 
pofes (he pleated, he had ftill as many more to leave her at 
parting, for the trouble fhe had given herfelf. Mr. Bruc^ 
often thought the heard of the little favage would have turned 
with the poflTeffion of fb much riches, and fo great confidence, 
and it was impoifible to be fb blinded, as not to fee that oar 
traveller had already matte great progrefs in her affections* 

To. 
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To the number of trifles he had added one&unce of gold, 
value about fifty (hillings fterling, which he thought wou\d 
defray their expenfes all the time they (laid ; and having now 
perfectly arranged the economy of their family, nothing re- 
mained but to make the proper obfervations. 

As the houfes are all clay and draw, -there was noplace for 
fixing his clock ; he was therefore, obliged to employ a very 
excellent watch made for him by Ellicot. . The dawn now 
began, and a few minutes afterwards every body was at their 
doors ; every one crowded to fee them, and they breakfafted 
in public with very great che'erfulnefs. The white cow was 
killed, and every one was invited to his fliare of her. The 
5hum,'prieft of the river, would like* ife^ have been of the 
party, but be declined either fitting or eating with them, 
though his fons were not fa fcrupulous. , 

' Once a year, upon this principal fountain and' altar already 
mentioned, on the firft appearance of the dbgftar, (or, as 
others fay, eleven days after) this prieft affembles the heads of 
the clans ; and having facrificed a black heifer that never bore 
a calr','they plunge the head of it into this fountain ; they 
then wrap it up in its own hide, fo as no more to be feen, af- 
ter having fpr'inkled the hide Within and without ^ith^ater 
«rqm the fountain. The carcaft is 'then fpht m half, and 
leaned with extraordinary care ; and s , thtfs prepared, it is 
bid upon the, hillock over the firft fountain, and Rallied all 
over with its water, while the elders or confiderable people, 
iarry water in their hands joined (it mult not be hi any dim) 
from the two other fountains ; they then al&nrble ufcon the 
final! hill a little weft 6f* $t. : Michaer, -fit uTed to be the place 
where the church n6\V ftarids) ttiereffiey divide the carcafs 
into pieces correfpoftdin^ to' the 'fctoriffer* of the tribes, and 
each tribe has its privilege, or pretention*, to* particular parts, 
which are not in proportion to -the ♦prefttat confluence of 
the ftveral clans. ' Geefh has a principal flice, though the 
moftincbirr^efable'terrHorj of ^he whole ■ f Sacala has the 
■ertf; and' Zeefcam, 'thentoft confiderable of them all in 
power and riches, has the leaf* of the wftole. , After having 
ate tfafrcardafs raw, accordiligto their cuftom> afcUrunk the 

Nile 



Kile Water, to the exclufioh of any other liquor, they pile 
up the bones on the place where they fit, and burn them to 
afiies. .... ,j ' ::,-'!. 

'..••••■ 
This ufed to be performed where the church now (lands ; 
but Ras Sda Chriftos, ibme time after, having beaten the. A- 
gows, and defirdus, at;the JeTuks inftrgation, to convert them ' 
to Chriftianity, he demolilhed their altar where the bqnea 
were burnt, and built a church upon the fite, the doors of 
which Mr. Bruce believes, were never opened fince that reign, 
nor iS'tbere how, as far as he could perceive, any Chriftiair 
there who might wifti to fee it frequented. After Sela Chrif- 
tos had ^emoliihed'their altar by building this.cbnrcb, they 
ate the carcafs, and burnt the bones, on the top of the mount* 
ain of Geefh, out of the way of profanation, where the vefti* 
ges of this ceremony may yet be feen ; but probably the fa- 
tigue attending this, and the great indifference their late gov- 
ernors have had for ChrifHanity , have brought them back to a 
fmall hillock by the fide of the marfh, weft of St. Michael's 
church, and a little to the fouth ward, where, they perform 
ihis fblemnity every year, and they will probably refume their 
firft altar when the church is fallen to rains, which they are 
every day privately flattening. 

Having finimed their bloody banquet, they carry the head, 
clofe wrapt from fight in the hide, into the cavern, which 
they fay reaches below the fountains, and. inhere, by a common 
light, without torches, or a number of candles, as denoting a 
fblemnity, they perform their worfhip, the, particulars of 
which Mr. Bruce never could learn ; it is a piece of free-ma- 
fonry, which every body knows, and nobody ventures to re- 
veal. At a certain time of the night they leave the cave, but 
at what time, or by what rule, our traveller could not learn ; 
neither .would they tell Mm what became of the head, whe- 
ther it was ate, or buried* or, how confumeo r . The Abyffin* 
ians have a ilory, probably created by themielves, that the] 
devil appears to them, and with him they eat the head, {wear- 
ing obedience to him upon certain conditions, that of fending 
rain, and a good feafon for their bees and cattle ; however 

this 
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may be, it b certain, that they pray to the fplrit re&diiig 
In the river, whom they call the Evcrlattkuj God, tight of the 
World, l2ye of the World, God of Peace, their Saviour, and 
Father of the Univerfe. 

* 
Their landlord, the Shum, madeno (crupte of reciting his 
prayers foe feafbaable rain, for plenty of graft, for the prefer- 
ifetion of ftrpents, at leatl of one kiod of this reptile ; he aV 
ib deprecated thunder in thefe prayers, which be pronounced 
very pathetically, with a kind of tone or Gang ; he called the 
fiver « Mod High God; Saviour of the World V' of the other 
-words Mr. Bruce could not well judge, but by the interpre- 
tation of Woldo. Thofe titles* however, of divinity which 
he gave to the river, he could perfectly comprehend without 
an interpreter, and for thefe only he is a voucher. 

Mr. Bruce aiked the prieft, into wh^ofe good graces he had 
purpofely Infirm a ted himfelf, if ever any (pirit had been fcen 
by him ? He anfwered, without hefttation, Yes ; very fre- 
quently. He (aid he had feen the fpirit the evening of the gd 9 
(juft as the fun was fetting) under a tree, which he (hewed our 
traveller at a di fiance, who told him of the death of a /on, and 
alfo that a party from Fafil's army was coming ; that, being 
afraid, he confulted his ferpent, who ate readily and heartily, 
from which he knew no barm was to befal him from his vifi- 
tors. Mr. Bruce afked him if he could prevail on the fpirit to 
appear to him. He laid he could not venture to make that 
requeth He faid he was of a very graceful figure and ap- 
pearance j he thought rather older than middle age ; but he 
feidom ehole to look at his face 5 he had a long white beard ; 
his clothes not like theirs of leather, but like tilk, of the/afli- 
lon of the country. Mr, Brace aiked him how he war certain 
it was not a man ? he laughed, or rather fneered, giaking his 
head, and faying^ " No, no, /it is no man, but a fpirit." Mr* 
Bruce then defired to know why he prayed againft thunder* 
He faid, becaufe it" was hurtful to the bees, their great revenue 
being honey and wax : then why he prayed for (erpents ? he 
replied. Becaufe they taught him the coming of good or evil. 

It feems they have alt feveral of thefe creatures in the neigh- 
bourhood, 
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bbttrndod, and the richer fort always' in theft- houfes, whom 
they take care of, and fCed before they undertake a journey, . 
or airy affair of confluence. They take this animal from his 
hole, and' pot butter and milk before him*, of which he is ex* 
travagamly' fbud 3 if he' does not eat, ill fortune is near at 
hand; 

Before an invafiori of theCalla, or an inroad of the enemy, 
the} fay thefe ferpentt difappear, and are no where to b£ 
found. Fafit, the flfgacioofr and ctmnin£ governor of the* 
country; was, a* it was ftfd, greatly addicted to this fpecies 
of divination, infomnch as never to mount his norfe, or go 
froth hoove, if art animal of this kind, which he had in his 
keeping, refuted, to eat, 

e 

. The Shunft name was Kefla A bay, or Servant of the River j 
he was, a man about (eventy, not very lean, but infirm, fully 
as mtach fo as might have been expefted from that age* He 
conceived that he might have had eighty-four or eighty-five 
children. That honourable charge which he pofielfed had 
been in bis family from the beginning of the' world, as he 
imagined. Indeed, if all his predecefibrs had as numerous 
families as he, there was no probability of, the fucceffion de- 
volving to flrahgers. He had 4 long wfiite beard, and very 
moderately thick $ an ornament rare in Abyffinia, where they 
have fefdom any hair upon their chin. He had round his body 
a ikin wrapt and tied with a broad belt. Above this he wore 
a cloak with the hood up, and covering his head ; be was 
bare-legged, but had fandals, much like thofe upon ancient 
flatutes 5 thefe, however he put off as foon as ever he approach- 
ed the bog'wjiere tfie^Nile rifes, which our traveller* were all 
likewife obliged to do. They were allowed to drink the 
water, but make no other ufe of ft. None of trie inhabitants 
of Gecfti warn themfelves or their clothes in the Nile, but in a 
ftream that falls from the mountain of Geefh down into the 
plain of Aflba, which runs fouth, and meets the Nile in its 
turn nortnward, paffing the country of the Gafats and Gon. 
gas. 

The Agowi, in whctfe country, the Nile rifesy are, in point 
of number; one 1 of tfc* moft confider able nations in Abyffinia 5 
Dd when 
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when their whole force is raifed, which feldom happens, they 
can bring to the field 4000 horfe, and a great number of foot: 
they were, however, once much more powerful 5 feveral 
unfiicce&ful battles, and the perpetual inroads of the Galla* 
have mucty diminiffied their flrength. The country, indeed, 
is (till full of inhabitants ; but from their "hiftory we learn, 
that one clan, called Zeegam, maintained fingly a war a- 
gainft the king himfelf, from the time of Socinios to that of 
Yafous the Great, who, after all, overcame them by fur- 
prife and ftratagem ; aqd that another dan, theDenguis, in 
like manner maintained the war againft Facilidae, Hannes I. 
and Yafous II. all of them a&ive princes. , Their riches, how- 
ever, are Hill greater than their power, for though their 
province in length is no where fixty miles, nor half that in 
breadth, yet Gondar, and all the neighbouring country , ( de- 
pend for the neceuaries of life, cattle, honey, -butter, wheat, 
hides, wax, and a number of fach articles, upon the Agows, 
who come conftantly in fucceffion, a thoufand and fifteen hun- 
dred at a time, loaded with- thefe commodities, to the capital. 
As the dependence upon the Agows is for their produce ra- 
ther than on the forces of their country, it has been a maxim 
with wife princes, to compound with them for an additional 
tribute, in (lead of their military fervice ; the neceffities of the 
times have fometimes altered thefe wife regulations, and be- 
tween their attachment to fafil, and after wards to Ras Mi- 
chael, they have been very much reduced, whereby the (late 
■hath fuffered. 

It may uaturally.be fuppofed., that in along carriage, fuch 
as that pf a hundred miles in fuch a climate, butter mud melt, 
and be in a (late of fufion, confequently very near' putrefac- 
tion ; this js prevented by the root of an herb, tailed Moc- 
moco, yellow in colour, and in a fhape nearly refembling a 
carrot ; this they bruife and mix with their butter, and a very 
fmall quantity preferves it frefli for a confiderable time ; and 
this is a great faving and convenience, for, fuppofing fait wa% 
employed, it is very doubtful if it would anfwer the inten- 
tion ; befides, fait is-a money in this country, being circulat- 
ed in the form of wedges, or bricks ; it ferves the purpofe of 
filver coin, and is the change of gold : fo that this herb isx>f 
$he utmoft ufe in preventing the mcreafe m price of this nec- 

eflary 
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effary Article, which is the principal food of air ranks of peo- 
ple in this country- 

Befides the market of Gondar, , the neighbouring black 
lavages, the woolly-headed Shangalla, purdiafe the greateft 
part of thefe commodities from them, and many others, 
which they bring from the capital when they return thence ; 
they receive in exchange elephants* teeth, rhinoceros' horns, 
gold in fmall pellets, and a quantity of very fine cotton, of 
which goods they might receive a much greater quantity, 
were they content to cultivate trade in a fair way, without 
making inroads upon thefe fayages for the fake of flaves, and 
thereby difturbing them in their occupations of reeking for 
gold and hunting the elephant. x 

The clothing of the Agowsis all of hides, which they foft- 
cn and manufacture in a method peculiar to themfelves, and 
this they Wear in ^the rainy feafon, when the weather is cold, 
for here the rainy feafons are of long duration and violent*, 
which ftill increafes the nearer you approach the Line. The 
younger fort are chiefly naked, the married women carrying 
their children about with them upon their backs ; their 
clothing is like a (hirt down to their feet, and girded with a 
belt ot girdle about their middfe ; the lower part of it refem- 
bles a large double petticoat, one ply of which they turn back 
over their moulders,' fattening it with a braf ^h, or fkewer, 
acrofs their brea'ft before, atfd carrying their children in it 
behind. The women are generally thin, and, like the men, 
below the middle fize. There is no fuch thing as barrennefs 
known among them. ' They begin to bear children before 
eleven 5 they marry generally about that age, and are mar- 
riageable two years before : they clofe child bearing before 
they are thirty, though there are fever al.inflancea to the jcoa- 
trary. ^ 

Befides- what they (ell, and what they pa£ to the governor 
of Damot, the Agows have a particular tribute which they 
prefent to the kjng : one thou fa nd dabra of honey, each da- 
bra containing about fixty pounds weight, being a. large 
earthen veflel. They pay,, moreover, fifteen hundred oxen 

and 
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and 1009 ounces of gold ; formerly t£e number of jars of ho- 
ney was four thoufand, but feveral of thefe villages being 
daily given to private people by the king, the quantity is 
diminiJhed by the quota fo alienajed. The butter Is all (gld j 
and, fince. the fatal battle of 6en}a x the kingTs ihare comes 
only to about one thoufand jars. The officer that keeps the 
accounts, and fees the rents paid, is called Agow fytiziker ; 
his po(l is worth one thoufand ounces of gold ; and by t^ls It 
may be judged with what economy this revenue istpolle&ed* 

Though Mr. Bruce had with him two large teqts. f efficient 
for his people, he was advifed to take poCeffion of the houfes 
to fecure their mules and horfes from thieves in the night, 
as alfo from the afiaults of wild beafts, of which the country 
is full. Almoft every final! collection of houfes has behind it 
a large cave, or fubterraueous dwelling, dug ^n the rock, 
of a prodigious capacity, and which tnuft have been a work 
of great labour. It is not poffible at tbis dtgynfe of time* 
to fay whether thefe caverns were t^e ancient habitation of 
the Agows when they were Troglodytes, or w^ejther they 
were intended for retreats upon any alarm of aa irruption of 
the GalU into the^r country. 

On the $th of November, Mr- §ruee feeing finimed hi* 
memorandum relating to thefe remarkable places, traced 
again on foot the whole courfe of this river from its fourpe to 
the plain of Gout to. He was unattended by any one* having 
with him only two hunting dogs, and his gun in his hand. 
The quantity of game of a(J forts, efpe ciajly the deer kind, 
was, indeed, fbrprifing ; but though he was, as ufnal, a very 
fuccefsful fportfman, be was obliged; for want of help,, ta 
leave each deer where he fell. They fleep in the wild oats, 
and do not rife till you are about to tread upon Jthem,, and 
then flare at you for half a minute before they attempt ^o 
run off, " ' , 

Oar travellers having now ffniihed their bufinefs, nothing 
remained but to depart. They had pafled their time in per- 
fect harmony ; the addrefs of Woldo, and 1 the ^reat attach- 
ment of their friend Irepone, had kept then; Jioufe in a cheer- 
ful 
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fol ^bundartce. They had lived, it is true, too magnificently 
for philofophers, but neither idly nor riotoufly ; and he" be- 
lieves never will any fovertign of Geefh be again fo popular, 
or reign over his fab] efts with greater mildnefs. Mr. Bruce • 
had practited medicine gratis, and' killed, for three days fuc- 
ceffively, a cow each day for. the poor and the. neighbours^ 
He had clothed the high prieft of the Nile from head to foot* 
as alfo his two fons, and decorated two of his daughters with 
beads of all the colours^ of the rainbow, adding every other 
little prcfent they teemed fend of, or that our travellers 
thought would be agreeable. As for their amiabte Irepone, 
they had referved for her the choiceft of their prefents, tlie 
moft valuable of every article they had with them, and a 
large proportion of every one of them ; they alio gave her / 

fome gold ; but Hie, more generous and nobler in her tenti~ 
nients than they,, teemed to pay little attention to thefe that 
announced to her the reparation from her friends j ftie tore 
Her fme hair, which flie had every day before ^raided in 3 
newer and more graceful manner ; me threw hertelf upo&. 
the ground in the houfe,, and refuted to tee our travellers 
mount on horfebaofc, or take their leave, and came not ta 
the door till they were already tet out, then followed them 
with her good, wiihes and her eyes as fax as Hie could tee or be 
beard- 

Mr. Brnce took his Teave of Refla Abay, the venerable 
prieft* of the moft famous river in the world, who recom- 
mended him with great earneftnefs to the care of his God r 
which, as one of oiuv travellers humour oufly ennngfo obterved*. 
meant nothing lefs than he hoped the devil would take hinu 
All the ybung-raen in the village, with lance* anq^fluelds, at* 
tended them to Saint Michael Sacala, that is, to the border* 
«f their country! and end of Mr, Bruce's little fovereigmy*. 



Dd* TRAVELS 



— — — i— ^ ^— pap 



'* 



TRAVELS 



to DISCOVER THt 



SOURCE OJ the NILE 



S553B 



BOOK VII. 



ZETUtX FROM THE SOURCE OT T^ VILE TQ QOliVAM S 
MR. BRUCE PREPARES TO LEAVE ABf&SZXU. . 

ON the ioth of November 1770, our traveller* feft Geefii 
in their return to Gondar> and pafled the Abay, under 
the church of St. Michael Sacate. The next day, they con- 
tinued their journey in their former road, and in the after- 
noon they halted at tbehoufe of Shalaka Welled Aariac, with 
whom Mr. Bruce was well acquainted at Gondar ; h/is houfe 
is called Welled Abea Abbo, from a church of Abba about an 

eighth part of a mile diftanU 

... . ' 

Here Mr. Bruce fettled with his former guide Woldo, ta 
his pe»fe& fatisfa&k>n, and cancelled entirely the memory of 
fome difagreeable things that had pa fled. He then consigned 
our travellers very folenmly to Ayto Aylo's fervant, in pre£ 
ence of Welled Amlae, and then took hi* leave. 

On the rath of November, having fettled their account with 
their hoft they fet out from the hofpitable Jioufe of Shalaka 
Welled Analac. At the houfe of Welled Amlac Mr. Bruce 
Was made acquainted with a peculiar cuftom which prevails 
through all Maitiha and the country. A ftranger, to eftab- 
lifh a rehuionfhip in every family where he is hofpitabiy en- 

,,(' tertained 
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tertalned, i* always obliged, without ceremony* with fome 
young lady <rf the family. Their landlord accompanied tfcef* 
in perfon t© the ford, and by this, and his readinefs to (hew 
them what be (bought worthy of their curioiity, and by bit 
care in ascertaining for them tbe diftances and fituations of 
places, be gave them a certain proof he was well contented, 
and therefore that they bad nothing to fear. 

They gained with difficulty the middle of the river, wherf 
the bottom was firm, and there they retted a little. WhU& 
they were wading near the other fide, they found fouj- 
ground, but the water was (hallow ft and. the banks low. 
and ea£y to afcend. The river fide, as far as they could fee, 
was bare and deflitute of wood of any kind, only bordered ' 
with thirties and high grafs, and the water tinged deep with 
red earth, of which its banks are compo fed* This paftage i$ 
called Delakus, and is paflable from the 6nd of October to. 
the middle of May. Immediately on the top of the hill af- 
cending from the river is the fmall town of Delakus, which 
gives this ford its name ; it is zdof# confKlera.ble. in appear- 
ance then is the generality of thefe fmall towns or villages in 
Abyffiuia, becaufe inhabited by Mahometans only, a trading) 
frugal, intelligent, and induihrious people. 

. # 

Their conductor, Welled Amlac, put our travellers in mind 
of the fervice he had rendered tbeip, and Mwry were not, nn- 
mictdful of him. He had been received wit;b very great re* 
tpeil at the left place, and it is incredible with what expedi- 
tion he fwallowed near a pound of raw flefh cut from thft 
buttocks, of the animal yet alive* . After fome horns of byd-» 
romel, he palled to the other fide,, where he wasreceive4 
with ftill more affection, if poffible, by Welleta Mkbael, an<$ 
there he began again to eat the raw meat with an appetite 94 
keen as if he had failed for whole days ; he then confi^Rf 4 
our travellers to Ay to Welleta Michael, his, friend, whp far T 
nifhed them with a fervant to conduit , them* on their wa*y^ 
while he himfelf remained that night at the ford* 

They left tbe ford at five in the evening, and, purihing 
their journey north, they paffed the fmall town of Delakns, 
continuing along the hill among little fpots of brufli-wood, 
and fmall fields of corn intermixed. Maitflu, 
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Maitflia, the place our travellers were now preparing to 
leave, is governed by ninety-nine Shutns, and is an appen- 
dage of the office of Betwudet, to whom it pays twothoufend 
ounces of gold. The people are originally of thofe Galla 
weft of the Abay. Yafous the great, When at war with that 
people, who, in many preceding reigns, had laid wade the 
provinces of Gojam and Damot, and efpecially Agow, when 
he pafl*ed the Abay, found tbefe people at variance among 
themselves j and the king, who was every where vidorious, 
being joined by the weakeft, advanced to Narea, and, on his 
return,, tranfplanted thefe Galla into Maitflia, placing part of 
them along the Nile to guard the paffes. His fuccefibrs at 
different 'times followed his example 5 part they fettled in 
Maitfha, and part along the. banks of the Nik in Damot and 
Gojam, where, being converted to ChriftianUy, at leaf! to 
fuch Chriftianity as is profetfed in Abyflinia, -they have in- 
creafed exceedingly, and amounted, at leaft before the war in 
1768, to 15,000 men, of whom about 4000 are horfeknen, 

Mr. Braced fervants and baggage arrived at Gondar, while 
lie himfelf went to Kofcam, and-thus finilhed their long pro* 
jetted expedition, or journey,' to the fountains of the Nile; 
having, in their return home, made, as it were, the chord of 
the arch of their former journey, or about ninety-three miles*. 

It was not till the 23d of November, owing to the troubles 
that then reigned in the capital of Abyflinia, that? Mr. Bruce 
faw the Iteghf. She fent for him early In the morning, and" 

. had a large 1 breakfaft prepared : fhe looked very much worn 
out arid indifpofed. 1 When he came firft into her prefence, he 
kneeled, with hi* forehead to the ground. She put on a very 
lerious countenance, and, without defiring him to rife, faid 
gravely to her people about her, « There, fee that madman, 

s who, in times like thefe, when we the natives of the country 
are not (afe in oitr own houfes, rafhly, againft all advice, runs. 
out into the fields to be hunted like a wild beail by every rob- 
ber/ of which this country is full." She then made' him a 
iign to rife, which he did, and kitted her hand. " Madam, 
(faid he) if I did this, it was in confequenceof the good leflbns 
your majefly deigned to give me." — " Me ! (fays (he) with 
furprife, was it I that advifed you, at/uch a time as this, to 

put 
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put yautfclf io the way of men. Jjke Poque Abou Barea, and 
Woodage Afeh? 1, £o be Ul ufed, robbed, and probably mur- 
dered ?"«r" ,No, (faid JVIr.. Bwe) jwadara, you certainly 
never d jd give me fuch advice ; but ypu wuft own that every 
day I We heard you fay, when you was threatened by a mo^ 
titude of powerful enemies, that yoi| was not afraid, you wa* 
in God's frauds, and not in theirs. Now, uaadam, Providence 
has hitherto protected you ; I have, in {nimble imitation of 
you, bad the fame Chriflian confidence, and 1 aa^e mcceeded. 
J knew I was in God's hands, and therefore valued not the 
bad infejitipns pf a)l (lie robbers in AbyffiniaV 

Mr. Bruce next proceeds to give tlie hiftory of the Abyf* 
finians during his refidence among them* This fubjeft era,- 
ploys feveral fheets ; but as they contain only a detail of hor- 
rid rebellipns, battles, blood and daughter, and fuch .as the 
readers of this abridgment can be no ways interested in, we 
Jball consent ourfelves .with obfervjiig, that Mr. Bruce feena 
to have (hewn great courage in feveral infiances, and on that 
account was prefented by the Icing with a large chain of gold, 
with very ma fly links, which he doubled twice, and then put 
it over lV(r. Brace's neck. The chain confined of 184 links, 
each of them weighing 3 1*2 penny weights of fine gold. 
"It was with the utmoft reluctance, (feys Mr. Bruce) that, 
being- in; want-of every thing, I fold a great part of this hon- 
ourable, difljnflian at Seqnaar in my return home. It is hoped 
my fucceflprt will .never have the Came excufe I had for fur- 
ther diminifhing fhis honourable monument which I have te& 
them." 

After the troubles had ceafed, and Ras Michael, of whom 
we have before fpoken, was lent away prifoner from Gondar, 
th^/jne^n-returned toKofcam, where Mr.Bruce pafTed a gnea t 
part of \m time & but his health declining every day, he had 
obtaiaed, with great difficulty, liberty from her to attempt 
his return home. The king, too, after a hundred exceptions 
and provifos, had at length been brought to give an- unwilling 
content. ' 

* 1 

Capt. Thomas Price, of the Lion of Bombay, had bees 
obli^ec1 a by his biulnefs with the government of Mecca, jo 

continue 
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continue at Jidda, till the* feafon after Mr. Bruce went from; 
thence to Abyffinia. He had already heard once from him, 
mod now a fecond time. He informed Mr. Bruce that his 
countrymen had been in the greateft pain for hrai ; that feve^ 
ral reports had been current, both at Jidda and Mocha, of his 
having been aflaffinated ; fometimes it was faid by the Naybe 
©f Mafnah \ fometimes that it had happened at Gondar ; by 
•thers at Sennaar, in his return home. Captain Price wrote 
in this laft letter, that, thinking Mr. Bruce muft be diftrefled 
for want of money, he had left orders with Ibrahim Seraff, 
the Engli/h broker at Jidda, to advance him one thoufand 
crowns, defiring his draft to be fent to Ibrahim, dir^e&ed to 
him or his brother at Bombay, and to make it payable to a 
gentlemaiLof that name who lived in Smithfield. 

Mr. Brace's refolution being now taken, and leave ob- 
tained, heconfiders this as the proper place to refume the ac* 
*ount of his finances. Mr. Bruce had occafionally borrowed 
ironi a Greek, whofe name was Petros. This man was orig- 
inally a native of the ifland of Rhodes which be muft have 
left early, for he was not at this time much pad thirty ; he 
had been by trade .a ihoemaker. For what reafon he left his 
own country, Mr. Bruce does no* know, but he was of a very 
,pleafmg figure and addrefs, though very timid. The Itegh6 
very much diftjnguUhed him, and the king had made fata 
Azeleffa el Caxmi/ha^ which anfwers precifely to groom of 
the ty>le, or firft lord of the bed chamber in England. Being 
pliant, civil, and, artful, and always welldrefled, he had 
gained the good graces of the whole court ; he was alfo rich*, 
m the king was generous, and his perquifites not inconfid- 
erable. 

;.. After <bne of the campaigns, in which a dwarf was mot who 
*vas Handing before Ras Michael, and the palace fet on fire in 
the fray which followed, the crown, which was wider Pet- 
rols charge, was melted 5 the gold, indeed, that it confided 
of, was afterwards founds but there was faid tohave { been 
on the top of it a pearl, or jewel, of immenfe price and fize, 
larger than a pigeon's egg j and this, whatever it was, had 
, difapf>eared, being in* all probability cotffumed by the fire. 
Ras Michael^ on the contrary, believed that it had- been taken 

out 
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out by Petres with a view. to. fell it, and for this reafon he 
had conftantly refufed him liberty to leave Abyffinia, and had 
-kept him always in fear, that fome day or other he would ' 
firip him of all that he had faved. While Michael was be- 
fieging the mountain Haramat, Petros befeeched Mr. Bruce to 
take 30I. of him, and gave him his firft, fecond, and third bill 
of exchange, upon MeiTrs. Julian and Rofa, his correfpond- 
ents at Cairo, payable a month after fight, to thelVIaron- 
Ue Bifhop of Mount Sinai, after which he let out for 
his own country, in forma pauperis, and thereby 1 efcaped 
the rapacity of both Ras Michael and the Naybe of Mafuah* 
As for the bill, it came duly to hand, and was paid to the 
bifhop, who would very fain have received for each of the 
duplicates, and was near being baftinadoed for infilling upon 
this before the Bey at Cairo. 

Mr. Bruce had made a fliew, and, as he himfelf fays, with 
fome degree of oftentation, of fending his gold chain to Ca- 
iro by the hands of Metical Aga's fervant, declaring always, 
that it way the only piece of Abyffinian gold hefhould carry 
out of the country, which he was to leave, both in fa& and 
appearance a pauper* Mules are the only beads for car- 
riage commonly ufed in Abyffinia, though bulls and cows, of 
a particular kind, are bought for the purpoie by carriers, 
merchants, and fuch like in that country, especially near 
the mines or quarries of fait j they are very flow,, however, 
and capable of no great burden, though very eafily main- 
tained. Mr* Bruce had abundance of mules of his own for. 
carrying his inflruments and baggage, and the king and 
Iteghe* furnifhed him with others for his own riding. He 
had, betides, two favourite -horfes, which he intended to at- 
tempt to ' carry home, foolifhly enough ; for though he 
thought in his own mind, that he was fufficiently informed 
of, and prepared for all forts of hardships, he had not'fore- 
feen the hundreth part of the difficulties and dangers that 
were then awaiting him. ; , 

Since the Iteghe had returned, Mr. Bruce always lived at 
Kofcam by her own defire, as her health was very precarious 
fince her refidence in Gojam. this foited his intention of 

withdrawing privately, and therefore, not to multiply the 

number 
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number «f Wave tMttoga^nebad reduced fiHt ttfiole attend* 
to t be king and qtteeti. x 



* Mr. Bruce'a whole attention waanow takeii up in prepa- 
ratioasfor his return through the kingddmof Sennaar and the 
detert. Mr* Bruce doe* not wim to take up tbeTeader^ time 
vith'a long narrative of leave taking, or what paffed between 
him and thofe illuflr lous perfbnages with whom he bad lived 
fi> Jong in the moft perfect and cordial frfehdflripi Men of 
little, and dnvtous minds? would perfeap* think he waar com- 
pofing a panegyric dpdn himfelf, from whkti therefore, he 
fty** he molt wMliflfcly refrain*. 

Mr. Brace then mentions what parted at the laft interview 
lie had with the ItegW, two days before his departure* Ten- 
fa Chriftos, who was one of the chief priefts of Gondar, was 
a native of <5ojam\ atidcouftquently of the low* church, or a 
follower of Abba Euttathrat/ in other Words, a* great an en- 
emy as poffible to the Catholic/ o* a* *b>y call it, MteVglon 
if tin Franks i He was, however, routed a perfofl of great 
probity and fanttity of maimer*/ and had been on all oeca 
from rather civil and iXeutfly to Mr. Bruce wlien ffiey met, 
though evidently not detifous of arty intimate cottfi*#iof» or 
f riendflrip ? and as Mr. Brute, o« Ms part,' esrpe€*ed little 
advantage from connecting Wmftif with a man of his priati* 
pfesyhe Very Wiilhrgly kept at aHpoffibtediftatlcev 

This prieft came often to the Iteghe's and Ayto Aylo*s,> w5th 
both of whom he was much in favour, and here Mr. Bruce 
happened to meet him, when he was taking his leave in the 
evening. " I beg of you, (faid he) Yagoube, as a favour, to tell 
me, now you are immediately going away from this coun- 
try, and you can anfwer me without fear, Are you really 
a Frank, or are you not ?"-*-" Sir, (faid Mr* Bruce) I do not 
knew what you jneanby fear $ I mould as little decline 
anfwering you any queftion you have to alk had 1 ten years 
to flay, as now I am to quit this country to-morrow $ 1 came 
recommended, and was weR received by the king andRas 
Michael : I neither taught nor preached j no' ma* ever heard 
me fay a. word abbot fifty particUtetf mode of worfhip $ and a* 
oltaof a* mf diityJibs called* nke, i have neVef failed to attend 

divine 
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4i vlne-fervice as it Is eftablrfted in this country. What is the 
aground of fear that I mould have while under the king's pro- 
te&ron, and citftoms of Abyffinia ?" " True, (replied Tenfa 
Chriftos) I do 'not fey you mould be alarmed ; whatever ?our 
ftdtk h I would defend you myfelf j the Jtegbd knows I al- 
ways ftotfce well of yoa ; but will you gratify an old man's 
cnriofify, In teHing me whether or not you really are a Frank, 
dathoiic, or Jefoit i " 

* l I have too great a regard, (replied Mr, Bruce) to the re- 
queft of a man, fo truly good and virtuous as you, not to have 
.anfwered you the queftion at whatever time you could have 
afkedme? and I do now declare to you, by the word of a 
Christian, that my countrymen and I are more diftant in mat- 
ters of religion, from thefe you call Catholics, Jefuits, or 
Franks, than you and your A by Ami ans are ; and that a priefl 
of my religion, preaching in any country fubject to thofe 
Franks, would as certainly be brought to the gallows as if 
.he had committed murder, and juft as fpeedily as you would 
Done a Catholic prieft preaching here in the mid ft of Gon- 
dar.' E**ry man in our country is allowed to ferve Go4 in 
Ills own way 5 and a* long as their teachers confine tbemfelves 
to What the fecred books have told them, they can teach no 
ill, «nd therefore deferve no puniftiment. No religion, in* 
deed, teaches a mari evil ; but, when forgetting this, they 
preach againtt government* curfe the king, abfolve his fob* 
jec^s fp»m allegjraoce,. or incite them to rebellion, as being 
lawful, thefword of. t)ne civil power cuts them off, without 
any blame falling upon their religion, becanTe thefe things 
were done in contradiction to what their priefh, from the 
fcripture, mould have taught them were truly the tenets of 
that very religion." The It eg he now interpofed, and the 
fubjecl was dropped. 

Mr. Bmoe then got up, and, patting to the other fide of 
the room, he flood by Tenfa Chriftos, faying to him, " And 
now, holy father, 1 have one, iaflr favour to aft you, which is 
your forgivenefs, if 1 have at any time offended you ; your 
bleffing, now that I am immediately to depart, if I have>*MT$ 
and your prayers while on my long and dangerous journey, 
through countries of Infidels and Pagans.'* 

£ e A hum 
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A hum of applaufe founded all throughout the room. The 
Iteghe faid fomething, but what, Mr. Brace did not hear* 
Tenfa. Chrrflos was furprifed apparently at Mr. Bruce*» hu- 
mility, which he had not expe&ed, and cried out, with tears 
in his eyes, " Is it poffible, Yagoube, that you believe my 
prayers can do you any good ?" — << 1 ftiould not be a Cbriftian, 
as I profefs to be, father, (replied Mr. Bruce) if I had any 
doubt of the effect of good men's prayers." So faying, he 
flopped to kifs his hand, when be laid a fraall iron cro/s upon 
his head, and, to our travellers great furprife, inftead of a 
benediction, repeated the Lord's prayer. Mr. Brace was 
afraid he would have kept him {looping till he fliould add the 
ten commandments like wife, wlien he concluded, " Gsier y* 
Baracuc," May God blefs you. After which, Mr. Bruce made 
Iijs obeifance to the Iteghe, and immediately withdrew-, it 
not being the cuttom, at public audiences, to falute any one 
in the prefence of the fovereign. 

Twenty greafy monkB, however, had placed themfelves in 
hh way as he went ont, that they might have the credit of 
giving him the bleffing Jikewife after Tenfa Chriftot. As he 
had very little faith in the prayers of thefe drones, fo he had 
Tome reluftance to kifs their greaiy hands and fleeves > bow- 
ever, in running this difagreeable gauntlet, be gave them bis 
fcleffing in Englifli, — ** Lord fend you all a halter, as he did to 
Abba Salama," (meaning the Acab Saat.) But they, think- 
ing he was recommending them to the patriarch Abba Sala- 
ma, pronounced at random* with great feeming devotion, 
^their amen,— So be it. f ' 
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*ffi. BRUCE RETURNS ^BY SEKNAAR THROUGH NUBIA AND 
THE GREAT DESERT — ARRIVES AT ALEXANDRIA, 
AND AFTERWARDS A? MARSEILLES, 

ON the s6th of December, 1771, at one o'clock in the af- 
ternooir, Mr. Bruce left Gondar. Be had purpofed to 
fet out early in the morning, but was detained by the impor- 
tunity of his friends. The king had delayed his fetting out, 
by feveral orders fent htm in the evening each day ; and he , 
plainly faw there was fome meaning in this, and that he was 
wifhing to throw difficulties itr the way, till fome accident, 
or fudden emergency (never wanting in that country) flrcplck 
make it abfolutely impoffible for him to leave Abyifinia. 
When therefore the laft meflage came to Kofcam on the 27th, 
at night, Mr. Bruce returned his refpe&ful duty to his ma- 
jefty, put him in' mind of his promife, and fomewhat peev- . 
ifhty, he believes, intreated him to leave him to his fortune 5 
that his fervants were already gone, and he was refolved to 
fet out next morning. ■ \ 

The next morning early^ Mr. Bruce was furprifed at the 
arrival of a young nobleman, lately made one of 'his bed- 
chamber, with fifty light horfe. As he was fatisfied, that 
leaving Abyffinia, without parade, as privately as poflible, 
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was the only way to pafs through Senuaar, he t h ere fore itt- 
fifted upon none of his friends accompanying him, and he 
begged to decline this efcort. At one o'clock* Mr. Bruce let 
out by the weft fide of Debra Tzai, having the mountain on 
their right hand. From the top of that afcent, they Taw the 
plain and flat couniry below, black, and, la its appearance, 
one thick wood, which fome authors have called lately, the 
Shumeta, or Nubian forett. 

,AH the di falters which Mr. Bruce had been threatened with 
in the courfeof the journey, which he had thus begun, now 
preiented tbemfelves to his mind, and made, for a moment, 
a flrpng imprefhon upon his ipirits. But it was too late to 
draw back, the dye was caft, far fife or for death ; home -was 
before him, however diftant ,• and if, through the protection 
of Providence, he feould be fortunate enough to arrive there, 
he prom i fed himfelf both eafe and the applaufe of his country, 
and of all unprejudiced men of fenfe and learning in Europe, 
for having, by his own private efforts alone, completed a 
difcovery, which had, from early ages, defied the addrefs, in- 
duftry, and courage of all the world. 

Having rather hardened, than comforted hi* heart by thefe 
reflections, he now advanced down the fteep fide of the 
mountain, through very ftrong and rugged ground, torn up 
by the torrents that fall on every fide from above. This is 
called the Defcent of Moura ; and though both they and 
their beafa were in great health and fpirits, they could not, 
with their ntmoft endeavours, advance much more than one 
mile an boor. Two Greeks, one of whom only was i» for- 
▼ant, and a third, nearly Wind, flying from poverty ami 
want ; an old janiffary, who had come to Abyffinia with the 
Abuna, and Copbt who left them at Sennaar y thefe and fome 
common men who took chary of the beaAs, and were to go 
no further than Tcberkin, were hit only companioss in this 
long and weary journey* 

On the aStn they entered a thick wood, winding romtdfa 
hill, in a fonth eaft direction, to get into the plain below, 
where they were fur rounded by a great multitude of men, 
armed with lances, uiields, flings and large dubs or flicks, 

who 
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<wtio rained a fliower of ftones towards them : but they were 
at lbch a diftance, that all of them fell greatly Ihort of them, 
Whether this was owing to fear, or not, they did not know * 
but fuppofing that it was, they thought it their intereft to 
keep it up as much as poffible. Mr. Bruce therefore ordered 
two fhots to be fired o«er their, heads j jjot with any inten- 
tion to hurt them, but to let them hear, by the balls whifUing 
among the leaves of the trees, that their guns carried farther 
than any of their flings ; anc? that, diftant as they then were, 
they were not in fafety, if fhey had a difpofition to do harm. 
They (eemed to underftand their meaning, by gliding through 
among the buflies, and appearing at the top of a hill farther 
off, where they continued hooping, and crying, and making 
iigns, which our travellers could not, neither did they endeav- 
our to underftand. l 

While retting on the banks of the river Mogetch, they had 
been overtaken by two men, and two women,, who were 
driving two loaded aties, and were going to Tcherkm } they 
had defired leave to keep company with our travellers, for 
fear of danger on the road. Mr. Bruce had two Abyflinian 
fervants, but they were not yet come up, attending one of 
the baggage mules that was lame. -~They were obliged Ihen 
to have reconrfe to one of thefe ftranger women, -who under- 
stood the language of Tigre, and undertook readily to 
carry their mefiage to a ftranger, who was ftill very bufy 
making iigns from behind a tree, without coming one ftep 
nearer. ... # 

Mr. Bruce's meflage to them was, that if they (hewed the 
finalleff appearance of further mfolence, either by approach- 
ing the tent; or 'flinging ftottes that night, the next morning, 
when the horfe he expected were come up, he would burn 
their town, and put every man of them to the fword* A very 
fubmiflive anfwer was fent back, with a heap of lies in exctife 
of what they called their miftake. His two fervants coming 
foon after, both of whom hereafter, were to be in thefefvice 
of Ayto Confu, went boldly one to each village, to bring 
two goats, fome jars of bbuza, and to prepare fifty loaves of 
bread for next morning. The goats were difpatehed in- 

Ee3 ^ ftsntly, 
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ftantty, Co was the bonza j but when tbe mosnlng came, the 
people bad all fled from their hon(e*> without preparing amy 
bread. Theft Tillages were called Gimbaar. They were 
three in number ; , each fituatet^npon tbe top of a pointed 
bill, in a direction from eaft to weft, and made a very beau- 
tiful appearance from the plain below. 

On the 29th, they left, the inhofpitahle villages of Glm- 
baar, not without entertaining fbnie apprehenftons of meet- 
ing the inhabitants again in the courieof the day. But 
though tfeey took every precaution againft being furprued, 
, that prudence could dictate, their fears of the encounter did 
not rife to any great height. Mr. Bruce got, indeed, on 
borfeback, leaving his mule, and, putting on his coat of ma\l, 
leaving the fire-arms under the command of Hagi Ifmael the 
old Turk^jie rode always about a quarter of a mile before 
the baggage, that they might not come foddenly upon them, 
as they had done the night before* However, they met with 
no oppofition, N but proceeded on to Waalia, and at half paft 
four in the afternoon encamped in the marketplace. 

Waalia is a collection of villages, each placed upon the top 
of a hill, and inclofing,' as in a circle, an ex tend ve flat piece 
of ground about tbree miles over, on which a very well fre- 
quented market is kept* Tbe name is given it from a*4pe~ 
cies of fmail pigeons, with yellow breads and variegate4 
back, the fated and bed of all the pigeon kind. "Waalia lies 
due N. W. from Gondar* . 

On tbe 30th, they fet out from Waalia, and proceeded 
along the Mai Lumi, or the river of Lemons. . A prodigious 
^ quantity of fruit loaded the branches; of. thefe trees even 
likely to break them ; and thefe /were in all ftages of ripe- 
nefs. Multitudes of 'blbflbms covered the oppofite part of 
tbe tree, and; fent forth the moil delicious odour poffible. 
They provided themfelves amply with this fruit. The na- 
tives make no/ ufe of it, but our travellers touqd it a great rev 
frefliment to them, both mixed with their water, and as. 
fauce £q thei/r meat, of which they had now no great variety 
iince their c&nions had failed them, and a fupply of them, was 

no longer tfo be procured. 

They 
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Ttoey Jtati after reached*!* pafs 0f Qav-Dohha* 9 Yer?. 
rowdflfilc, foil «f flwrt* of cocks, like fteps of" flairs, but *>, 
high, that; without leaping, or beiag pulled ufvio tori* or 
mule can afcend. Betides, the defcent* though ikort, .28 very 
fleep* and almoft choaked up by huge ftones, wfcUhtl* tec- 
rents, after walking; the .earth from about them, had lootew 
down from the mountain above. Both4nka of the defile ax* 
covered thick with wood and bnflies, efpecially that detefta- 
bfe thorn the kanttrffa, Kb Jnftly reprobated In Abyffinia, Hav- 
ing extricated thenrierres fucceftfulfy from this pafi, theftf 
ipirits were fo elated, that they began to think their journey 5 
now at an end, not reflecting how many panes, full of reaf 
danger, were (till before them. 

On. the njrorning of the ad of January 1772, Mr. Bruce haar«* 

In% dreffed hit hair, perfumed it according to the cuftona ofe 

the country, and put on clean clothes,, with no other arms but 

his knile, *nd a pair of piftols set his girdle, . came out of nfo 

tent to mount the mule for Tcherkm. He now faw Gonftt'sr 

fervant, whole name was Welleta Yafoife, pulling the Guni- 

nea -fowls and pigeons out of the pannier, where his fervants 

bad put them, and (battering them upon the ground, frying 

to tbofe who interrupted him, " Throw away this oarrioo £ 

you mall have a better breakfaft and dinner to-day 5?* and,- 

turning to Mr* Bruce, more than ordinarily pleafedat feeing 

bim dreffed, and that he contmued to ofe the Abyffinian habit, 

he jumped upon his mule; and appeared in great ipirits. 

They all fet out at a brifker pace than ufual, by the affiftance 

of the two frem mules. • 

1 Theypaffed through tbe midrft of feverol fin^iLvUIages, and 
at sad Mr- Bru^e pitched , bis tent in tlie market place at 
Tctferkta, whicfc teamed a beautiful lawn, Jajd out, for pleas- 
ure, g)aded'W*th«$ne o$ trees* of an. enormous height «nj)t 
fixe, and watered by a. fmajl but very, limpid brook, running, 
over beds of pebbles as white as fnow. . 

- . . . . *"■ ' 

The impatient Wellita Yafous would only give Mr. Bruce 

time to fee his qfuadratft and other lnftruments fafely flowed' 

but hurried him' through, a very narrow and brooked path up 

the fide of the mountain/ at every turn of which was placed si 

great 
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;re*t rotk-or iloae, the flation for m'nikets to enfilade the 
ifferent ftages of tbe road below, where it was ftrait for any 
tftance. They at laft reached the other court, where Mr. 
Irace but a great many of his old ""acquaintance, whom he 
ad known at Ozoro Efther*s houfe at Gondar, and who all 
releomed htm with the greateft demonftratiot**>f joy, as if 
e had come from a long journey. 

Mr. Brace was then taken .into an inner apartment, where, 
j his great furprUe, jnftead of Ay to Confu, he faw bis moth- 
r, Ozoro Eftber, fitting on a couch, and at her feet the fecre- 
try's daughter, the beautiful Tecla Mariam *, and, foon af- 
t, the fecretary himfelf, and feveral others belonging to the 
ourt. After having made a profound obeifance, " dzoro 
.fther, (faid Mr. Brace) I cannot /peak for furprifew What is 
tie meaning of your having left Gondar to come into this 
ildernefs ? As for Tecla Mariam, I am not furprifed at. fee* 
lg her ; I know at any time (he would rather die than leave 
on ; . but that yon have both come hither without Ayto> 
lonfn, and in fo fhort a time, is what I cannot comprehend." 

There is nothing fo flrange in this, (replied Ozoro Eflher) 
ie troops of Begemder have taken away my hufband, Ras 
lichael, God knows where 5 and, therefore, being now a 
ogle woman, I 9w refolded to go to Jerufhlem to pray for 
y hufband, and to die there, and be buried in the holy fe- 
ulchre. Yoti would not :ftay with us, fo we are going with 
m. Istaere any thing (urprHing in all this > n , 

" But tell me truly, (Paid Tecla Mariam) .you that know 

ery thing, while peeping and poring through thefe Jong 

afles, did not you learn by the (tars that we were' to meet 

u here ?" " Madam, {anfwered Mrt Bruce) if there was 

eftar in the firmament, that had announced to me tUeti' 

reeable news, 'I fliould have relapfed itrto Jth^bkt idolatry 

thitf Country, and wofihipped that ftar* for the reft of my 

?." Breakfaft now came in 5 the converffction took a very 

?ly turn, and from the fecretary our traveller learned that 

• matter flood thus : The king, reftoring the villages to the 

5hc, according, to the (Hpulation of his laft treaty with 

tfuflen, thought that he mj&ht fo. far infringe upon it, from 

. * gratitude 
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gratitude to fas Mtefc»e>, a* to evepart of the. number t% 
Oaoro £fther r the Itegho'a daughter j and Ayto Confu, going, 
ta Tcherkin to hunt, he took hi* mother ak>ng with him to. 

put be* in pofleffion ; for the ltegh4 ? s people were not lamb** 
nor did they pay much regard to the order* of the king* aw, 
to that of the Iteghe their miftrefc. 

They now wanted only the pretence of Ay to Confu to 
make their happinefs complete ; he came about four, and 
with him Ayto Engedan, and a great company* There was- 
nothing but rejoicing on all fides. Seven ladies, relations 
and companions of Ozoro Efther, came with Ayto Confu > 
and Mr. Brace confefles this to have been one of the happieuV 
moments of hie life, He quite forgot the dtfaOvous. journey 
he had before him, and ali the dangers that awaited ftfafo 
He began even to regret being fo&tfia wt*wayts>ieaireAQjtfV 
finia for ever, * 

Ayto Confu's houfe at Tcherkin is built on the edge of a 
preci piece, which take* its name from the mountain Ambft 
Tcherkin-. It ,•*• buijt all with cane very artificially, the outer 
wall being composed, of fafcine* of canes, lb neatly joined to.** 
getter as not to be pent trated by rain or wind. The entry 
is from the fouth fide of it, very crooked and difficult, hafc 
way up the rock. Or the eaft is a very plentiful fprmg* 
which furni flies the houfe with excellent water. Yet, after 
all, this houfe, though inacceffible, is not defenfible, and af- 
fords very little fafety to its matter ; for the Shangalla, witb 
flax, or any thing comboflibJe, tied to the point of their ar- 
rows, would eaftly fet it on fir* if they once approached It *. 
and the Abyffinians with guns could as eafily deftroy it, as, oa 
fuch oecauons they wrap their ball* in cotton wads* The HJr- 
fide of the ttate rooms were hung with long flripea of carpet* 
ing,.and the floors covered with the fame. 

About Tcherkin is great plenty of game of every fort, 
elephants; rhindoerefes, and a great n ember of buffaloes, 
which differ nothing in form from the buffaloes of Europe or 
of Egypt, but very much ft* temper and difpofition. Thejr 
are fierce, ram, arid fearlefs of danger ; and, contrary to the 
practice of any other creature not carnivorous, tbey attack* 

the 
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the traveller and the hunter equally, and it requires addrefir 
to efcape from them. They feem to be, of all others, the 
creature the moil given to eafc and indulgence. They lie 
under the moft fhady trees, near large pools of water, of 
which they make couftant ufe, and fleep fbuwfly all the day 
long. The flefh of the female is very good when fiat, but that 
of the male, hard, lean, and difagreeable. Their horns are 
ufed in various manners by the turners, . in which craft the A- 
tyslnians are very expert; 

Though fliey were all happy to their wi(h m this enchanted 
mountain, the active fpirit of Ay to Confu could not reft 5 
he was come to hunt the elephant, and. hunt him he would- 
AH thofe that underflood any thing of this exercife had af- 
fembied from a great diftance to meet Ayto Coufu at Tcher- 
kin» He and Engedan, from the moment they arrived, had 
been overlooking, from the precipice, their fery ants train- 
ing and managing their horfes in the marketplace below. 
Great bunches of the fineft canes had been brought from Kuara 
for javelins ; and the whole houfe was employed in fitting 
heads to them in the moft advantageous manner/ Mr. Bruce, 
though he fays he mould bav^'been very well contented to 
have remained where he was, yet the preparations -for fport 
Of fb noble a kind roofed his fpirks, and made him deurous 
to join in it* On the other hand, the ladies all declared,, that 
they thought, by leaving them, they were devoting them to 
death or flavery , as they did not doubt, if the Shangalla miff- 
ed the bunting party, they would come forward to the 
mountain and flay them ail. But a fufhcjent garrifon was 
left, and they were well affured that the Shangalla, being in- 
formed they were out, and armed, and knowing their num- 
bers, would take care to keep clofe in .their thickets far out 
of their way. 

On the 6th, an hour before day,' after a hearty break faff, 
they mounted on horfeback, to the number of about thirty 
belonging, to Ay to Confu* But there was another .body, both 
of horfe and foot, which made hunting fte elephant their, par- 
ticular bufmefs. Thefe men dwell conftantty, in the woods, 
and know very little the ufe of bread, living entirely upon 
tbeffeih of the bealis they kill, -chiefly that of the elephant or 

rhinoceros* 



^rhinoceros. They are exceedingly thin, light, ajpt agile, 
'both on horfeback and foot j are very f war thy, though few of 
: them black; none of them woolly-headed, and alf of them 
have European feature. They- are called Agageer, a name 
• of their profeffion, not of their nation, which cornea from the 
word Agar, andfignifies to hough or bam-ftring with * (harp 
-weapon. More properly it mean*, indeed, the cut ting, the 
, tendon of the heel, and. is a characterise of the manner ia 
which they kill the elephant, which is ihortly as follows : 
Two men, absolutely naked, without any rag or covering at 
all . about them, get on horfeback ; this precaution is from 
fear t>£ being laid hold of by the trees or buihes, in making 
their efcape from a very watchful . enemy. One of thefe rid- 
ers (its upon the back of the horfe^ fometimes -with a faddle f 
.and fometimes without one, with only * fwitch or ihort flick 
in one hand, carefully managing the bridle with the other $ 
behind him fits his companion, who has no other arms but a 
*broad fword, fucn as is ufed by the Sclavonians, and which is 
•brought from lYiefle. His left hand is employed grafping the 
Tword by tine handle, and about fourteen inches of the blade 
is cdvered with whip-cord; This part he takes in his right 
'hand', without any danger of beirig hurt by it} and, though 
-the edgesdf the lower part of the fword are as ftarp as a 
razor j he carries it without J afcabbard. ■ < 

&s:ftt>n:a6 the elephant is found , feeding, the horfemajt \S 

jrldes beforehtatoasadaf aspoffibk jor, if be f^MroflTee >jija 

in all >d'tFeftionV «P> iflg ©»»*> " * amfuch a man and fucJb. 

a man .; this>is my hqrfe, lhat iias'fucji a name ; , I killed^rour 

father in- flich a place, and y^r grand -father in fuch another 

place, and I am now come to kill you 5 you are but an aft ia 

jcomparifon o£ them." Thisnonfenfe he verily believes the 

elephapt under (lands, who, chafed and angry at .hearing the 

noife. immediately, before him, feeks to.i^i^ him with jjis 

•trunk, or probofeie, and intent upon thi*, follows the horfe 

every where, turning rovnd with him frequently, .neglectful 

of making his efcape, by running ftraight forward, in which 

confifts his only flifety. After having made him turn once or 

twice in purfuit of the hprfe* the horfeman rides clofe up 

along fide of him, and drops his companion jail behind on 

the' 
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the ofF&le $ anA white lie engages the eiephantfs attention 
Upon the horfe, the footman behind gFres him a drawn (trokt 
juft above the heel, or what in man is called the tendon of 
'Achilles. Thh 4s the critical moment 5 the borjenwn imme- 
tfiatery wheels round, and take* his oompantau op behind 
lint, and rides off full fpeed afwf the reft of the herd, if they 
■■fcatf* torted more tfin* one 5 and fomwrimes an expert aea« 
*geer wjll kill three out of owe herd. If thefword is good, 
and the man not afraid, ike tendon is commonly entirely 
feparated $ and if it Is not cut through, It is generally fo far 
VJrvWed, that the" awm*)* with the flreft be puts upon it, 
breaks the remaining part afbnder. In either cafe he remains 
Incapable of advancing a flep^ till the norfeman returning, or 
Ids companions coming tip, pierce him ihrough with javelins 
and lances ; be then foils to Ae ground, «fed expires with the 
lofiofWood, 

The agagear neareft Mr. Bruce presently lamed his ele- 
jmant* t and left him {landing. Ay to Engedan, Ayto Confu, 
Guebra Marians, and leveral others* fixed their fpears in the 
other* before the agageer had cut his tendons, Mr. Brace's 
agageer, however, having wounded the frft elephant, failed 
in the pnrfuit of the feoond, and, being clofe upon him at 
entering the wood, he received a violent blow from a branch 
of a tree which the elephant had bent by his weight, and, af- 
ter pafflrtg, allowed it to replace itfelf, when it knocked 
flown bota the* riders, and vary 'muck ban t*e<bor& This, 
faideed, is the grew danger fn elephant huctiti^; fvr feme of 
the trees, that are dry and fhort, br*ak> by the violent preffure 
of fo tomertft a body moving fo rapidly, god fell upon the 
purfoers, or acroft Hie robtis. Bttt the gveattft number of 
thefe trees, being of a ftecnttnt tjualfty, they bend without 
breaking, 'and return cfutekly to their former petition* when 
they ftfke beta fcotfe and man ft) vJefemly, *ha* 4k* y often 
beat them to pieces, and flatter -thein upon t*» plain. Dex- 
terous, too, as the rider* are, tire elephant ftttnet tarns Teaches 
them with his trunk; Wkti which be dameathehorfbasjunft 
the ground, and then fets his feet upon fcknt till he tears him 
limb froln. limb with his probofcis ; a grestt many hunters die 
this Way. Be«de*thb, the foil, at this time of the year, is 
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f|>lit into deep chafms, or cavities, by the heat of the fun, fo 
tbat nothing can be more dangerous than the riding. . 

- As foon as the elephant is flain, they cut the whole flefli off 
his bones into thongs, like the reins of a bridle, and hang 
fhefe, like feftoons, upon the branches of trees, till they be- 
come perfectly dry, without fait, and they then lay them- by 
for their provifion in the feafon of the rains. 

There now remained but two elephants of thofe that had 
been difeovered, which were a (he. one with a calf. The 
Agageer would Willingly have let thefe alone, as the teeth of 
the female are very fmall, and the young one is of no fort of 
value, even for food, its fkfh flirinking much upon drying. 
But the hunters would not be limited in their fport. The 
people having obferved the place of her retreat, thither they 
eagerly followed. She was very foon found, -and as foon 
lamed by the Agageers ; but when they came to wound her 
with the darts', as every one did in their turn, to their very 

- great furprife, the young one which had been fuffered to ef- 
cape unheeded and unpurfued, came out from the thicket 
apparently in great anger, running upon the horfes and men 
with all the violence.it was matter of. Mr. Bruce was amaz- 
ed, and as much as ever he was, upon fuch an occafion afflict- 
ed, at feeing the great affection of the little animal defending 

- its wounded mother, heedlefs of its own life or faf ety. He 
therefore cried to them for God's fake to fpare the mother, 
though it was then too late 5 and the calf had made feveral 
rude attacks upqn Mr, Bruce, which he avoided without dif&X 
culty ; but he fays he is happy to this day, in the reflection that 
he did not ftrike it. At laft, making one of its attacks upon 
Ay to Engedan, it hurt him a little on the leg 5 upon which 
he thruft it through with his lance, as others did after, and it 
then fell dead before its wounded mother, whom it had io 
affectionately defended. ^ 

" Here (Mr. Bruce fays) is an example of a beaft, a young 
one too, poflefling ab It r acted fentiments to a very high de- 
gree. By its flight on the firft appearance of the hunters, it is 
plain it apprehended danger to itfelf, it alfo reflected upon 
that of its mother, which was the caufe of its return to her af- 
F f fiftance. 
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fiftaace. JThi* affirftion or duty, or let us cajljt: any thing 
we pleafe, except inftinci, was fb?ong*r*hap the fear of dan* 
ger ; and it muft have conquered that fear by refle&ion be* 
fore it returned, when it re&lved to m&eiti . heft aad laft 
-efforts, for it never attempted to- fly afterwards*?* 

Mr, Bruce and his party then fought about, for the ^ulfa^ 
loes and rhinocerofes ; but though there was plenty of both 
in the neighbourhood, they could not find them ; their noife 
and (hooting in the morning having probably feared thhm 
away. One rhinoceros was only feen by a fervanf • They 
returned in the evening to a great are* and lay all night un- 
fertile fliade of trees, 

Thejiext morning they were on horfeback by. the dawn- of 
day in fearch of the rhinoceros, many of which they had heard 
make a very -deep groan and cry as the morning approached ; 
feveral of the Agageers then joined them> and after they had 
fearched about an hour in the very thickeft part of the wood, 
one of them ruflied out with great violence, croJDhg the plain 
towards a wpod of canes that was about two miles diftance* 
But though he run, or rather trotted, with* furprifmg fpeed* 
-considering his bulk, he was* in a very little time, transfixed 
with* thirty or forty javeKns ; which Co confounded him, that 
he left his purpofe of going to the wood, and ran into a deep 
hole, ditch, or ravine, ar«/ dejke, without outlet, breaking 
above a dozen of the javelins as he entered. Here they 
thought he was caught as in a trap, for he had fcarce room 
to turn ; when a fervant, who. had a gun, ftanding direftly 
over him, fired at his head, and the animal fell immediately , 
to all appearance dead. All thofe on foot now jumped in with 
their knives to cut bim up, and they had fcarce begun, whea 
the animal recovered fo far as to rife upon his knees 1 ; happy 
'then was the man that efcaped firft ; and had not one of the 
Agageers, who was himfelf engaged in the ravine", cut the 
finew of the hind leg as he was retreating, there would have 
been a very forrowful account of the foot hunters that day* 

After having difpatched him, Mr. Bruce was curious to fee 
what wound the (hot had given, which bad operated fo vio- 
lently upon (o huge an animal r, and he doubtedwt it was in 

v the 
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tbeftfafa. But ft bad (track him no where' but upon .rife 
point of the foremoft horii, of which it bad carried off abovto 
*n inch ; and this* oecafioned a eonewffion that had (tunned hint 
for * minute, till' the bleeding bad recovered him. Mr. Brucfe 
preferved the horn from curiofity, and hasNt now by him* 

They had not gone far before a wild boar arofe between 
Mr. Bruce and Ay to Engaden, which our traveller immedi- 
ately killed with his javelin. This was the fportMr. Bruce 
Jiad been many years ufed to in Barbary, and was infinitely 
. more dextrous at it than any of- the prefent company ; this- 
put him more upon a par with bis companions, who had not 
failed to laugh at him, upon his horfe's refufai to carry hin> 
near either to the elephant or rhinoceros. 

Amroonios Was a man of approved courage and condu&v 

and had been in all the wars of Ras Michael, and was placed 

?bout Ayto Confu, to lead the troops, curb the pfefumption, 

_ and check the impetuofity of that youthful warrior. He was; 

tall, and aukwardly made j. flow in fpeech and motion, fo 

'tuuch as even to excite ridicule ;• about fixty years of age, 

and more corpulentltban the Abyffinians generally are ; in a 

■word, as pedantic and grave in his manner as It is poffible to 

exprefs. He fpent^Bis whole leifure time in reading the 

fcrfpture, no* did he willingly difcourfe of any thing elfe. 

He had been bred a foot folder ; and though -he rode as Well 

as many of the Abyffinians, yet, having long (tirrup leathers, 

with iron rings at the end of them, into which he put his na«» 

;ked toe only inftead of ftirrups, he had no ftreqgth or agility 

•n horfeback, nor was his bridle fuch as could command his 

norfe to (top, or wind and turn fharply among trees, though 

fee might make a ^tolerable figure on a plain. 

A boar, roofed on our right; had wounded a horfe and a 
footman of Aytp Confu, and then eflpped. Two boffaloea 
"were found by tbofe on the right, one of which wounded a 
norfe likewife. Ayto Confu, Engedan, Fuebra, Ma nam, and 
Mr. Bruce killed the other with equal ware of, merit, with- 
out being in any fort of danger. All this was in little mora 
than an hour, when their fport feemed to be at the bed ; their 
horfes were ctfnfiderably blown, not tired, and though they 

were 
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•were beating homewards, (till they were locking very keenly 
for more game* Ammonios was on the left among the buflies, 
and Come large, beautiful, tall fpreadiug- trees, clofe onjhe 
banks of the river Bedowi, which (lands there in pools* 
Whether the buffaloe found Ammonios, or Ammonios the 
buffaloe, is what they could never get him to explain to 
them ; but he had wounded the bead (lightly in the buttock, 
which, in return, had gored his horfe, and thrown both him 
and it to the ground. Luckily, however, his cloak had fallen 
off, which the buffaloe tore in pieces, and employed him/elf 
for a minute with that and with the horfe,but then left them, 
and followed the man as foon as he (aw 4Jm rife and run. 
Ammonios got behind one large tree, and from that to an- 
other (till larger. The buffaloe turned very auk ward Jy, bat 
kept clofe in purfuit ; and there is no doubt he would. have 
worn out their companion, -who was not ufed to fuch quick 
motion. Ayto Eugedan, who was near him, and might have 
aififted him, was laughing, ready to die at the droll, figure a 
man of Ammonio'sgrave carriage made, running and (kip- 
ping about naked, with a fwiftnefs be had never pradtifed all 
his life before : and Engedan continued calling to Confu to 
partake of the diverfion. 

"" The moment Mr. Bruce heard his repeated cries, he gal- 
loped out of the b u flies to the place where he was, and could 
not help laughing at his ridiculous figure, very attentive 'to 
the bead's motions, which feemed to dodge with great ad- 
drefs, and keep to his adverfary with the utmoft obftinacy. 
As foon as Engedan faw Mr. Bruce, he cried, "Tagoube ! 
for the love of Chrift ! for the love of the blefled virgin ! 
don't interfere till Confu comes up." Confu immediately 
arrived, and laughed more than Engedan, but did not offer 
to interfere 5 on the contrary, he clapped his hands, and cri- 
ed, " Well done, Ammonios," (wearing he never faw (b 
equal a match in his life. The unfortunate Ammonios had 
been driven from tree to tree, till he had got behind one 
within a few yards o/the water ; but the brufli-wood upon 
the banks, and his attention to the buffalo, hindered him 
from feeing bow far it was below him. Nothing could be 
more ridiculous than to fee him holding the tree with botjb 

m 
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- feis hands, peeping iirft one way, and then another, to fee 
. by which the beaft would turn. And well he might be on 
bis guard 3 for the animal was sbfolutely mad, tolling up 
the ground with his feet both befor#atid behind. " Sir, (faid 
Mr. Bruce, to Ay to Confu) this will be but an ugly joke to 
night, if we bring home that man's corpfe, killed in the very 
tnidflof us, while we were looking on." Saying, this, he 
parted at a canter behind the trees, crying to Ammonios to 
throw himfelf into the water, when he mould ftrike the bead ; 
and feeing the buffaioe's head turned from Mr. Bruce, at full 
lpeed,he ran the fpear into the lower part of his belly, through 
his whole inteftines, till it came out above a foot on the other 
fide, and there he left it with a view* to hinder the buffaloe 
from turning. It was a fpear which, though fmali in theheadV 
had a fbrong, lough, feafoned iiaft y which did not break by 
ftriking it againft the trees and bufhes, and it pained and im* 
peded the animal's motions, till Amraoaios quitting the. tree, 
daihed through the bufhes with fome difficulty, and threw 
himfelf into the river. But here a danger occurred that Mr, 
Bruce had not forefeen. The pool was very deep, and Am- 
monios could not fwim \ fo that though he efcaned from the 
buffalo, be would infallibly have been drownejd, had he not 
oafrgbt hold of fome ftrong roots of a tree mooting out of the 
bank ; and there he lay in perfect fafety from the enemy tilt* 
the fervants went round, and brought him out of the pool on. 
the further fide. 

fn the mean time, the buffalo, mortally wounded, feeing? 
his enemy had efcaped, kept his eyes intent upon the hunters, 
who were about forty yards from him, walking backwards 
towards the company, with intent to turn fuddenty upon the 
neareft horfe ; when Ayto Confu ordered two men with guns 
to fhoot him through the head, and he inftantly fell. The 
two they firft killed were females v this laft was a bull, aDd- 
one of the tergeft, confeffedly, that had ever been feen* 
Though not fat, Mr. Bruce fuppofes he weighed nearer fifty 
than forty flone. His horns from the root, following the 
line of their curve, were about fifty -two inches, and nearly 
sine where thickeft in the circumference. They were flat* 
pot round. Ayto Confu ordered the head to be cut off, and: 
Ff# cleared- 
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cleared of its flefli, Co that the horns and Skeleton of ike bead 
only remained ; this he hung up in bis great hall among Uie 
probofces of elephants, anj) horns of rhinocerofes, with this 
infcriprion in his own language, " Yagoube the Kipt killed this 
upon the Bedowi." 9 

The evening of the day whereon they fet out to bunt, (bme 
men arrived from Ras el Feel fent by Yafine, with camels foe 
their baggage, nothing but mules being ufed at Tcberkin* 
They brought word, th,at the ShangaHa were down near the 
Tacnzze, fd" that now was the time to pafs without fear 5, 
that Abd el Jeleel, the former Shum of Ras el Feel, Yaline'a 
mortal enemy, had been feen lurking in the country near 
Sancsho ; but as he had only four men, and was himielf st 
known coward* it was not. probable he would attempt any 
thing again/l our travellers, though it would be always better 
for them to keep on their guard. 

Tcherkin has a market on Saturdays, in which raw cotton,. 
cattle, honey 9 and coarfe cotton cloths are fold.. The Shan* 
gall a formerly molefted Tcherkin greatly, but for thirty years, 
pad they had done little damage. The fmall pox raged fo- 
violently for a number of years among them, that it greatly 
dimini Hied their numbers, and consequently their power of 
troubling their neighbours** 

OnWednefday the eighth of January, Mr. Brace having 
rectified his quadrant with great attention, found the latitude 
of Tcherkin,-to be 13 7 ' 35 ~ north. But though from that- 
time he was ready to depart, he could not pofliBly get difen-. 
gaged from his friends, but by a compofition, which was* 
that he mould ftay till the 15th, the day before Ozoro Efther 
and her company were to fet out on their return to Gondar 5 
and that they, on their part, mould differ Mr. Bruce to depart 
on that day, without further perfnafion, or throwing any ob- 
ftacle whatever in his way. ' 

On- ' 

* The Shangalla are a b'ack nation (unrounding all the N. N. W. and N. E» 
*! Abyffmia. They traffic ia gold, Arch as is brought down in torrent* from- 
11* alounuint, 
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Oa the morning of the 15th of January, they left Tcher- 
kin, and entered immediately into thick woods j but pro* 
ceeded very flowly , the road being bad and unknown, if it 
could be called a road, and their camels overloaded. 

On the 17th in the morning, they came to Sancaho, an old 
frontier territory of Abyffinia. The town may confift of 
about three hundred huts or houfes, neatly built of canes, and 
curioufly thatched with leaves of the fame. It rifes in the 
micfft of a plain, and refembles in fhape Tcherkin Amba, 
though' much larger : a considerable di Uriel all around be- N 
longs to it, of wilds and woods, if fuch as thefe, abandoned 
entirely to wild beafls, can be laid to belong to any man.: 
The eaft end flopes with .rather a fleep defcent into the > 
plain ; and through that is a narrow winding road, feem-f 
ingly the work of art, being obdrudled at turns by huge 
Hones, and at different, ftages, for the purpofe of defence by. 
guns or arrows ; all the other (ides of the rock are perpen-. 
dicular precipices. The inhabitants of the town are Baa fa, ^ 
a race of Shangalla, converted to the. Mahometan religion., 

* 

On the 20th, our travellers proceeded but a mile and a. 
half; their beads and themfelves being equally fatigued, and 
t£eir clothes torn all to rags, when they arrived at Guanjook, . 
which is a very delightful fpot by the river fide 5 fmall woods 
of very high trees, inter fperfed with very beautiful lawns ; 
ieveral fields alfo cultivated with cotton ; variety of game 
(efpecially Guinea fowls in great abundance) and, upon every, 
tree, parroquets, of all the different kinds and colours, corn-, 
pole the beauties of Guanjook. Mr. Bruce law no parrots,,- 
and fuppofes there were none ; but on firing a gun, the firft 
probably ever heard in thofe woods, there was fuch a fcream- 
ing of other birds on all fides, fome flying to the place whence 
the noife came, and fome flying from it, that it was impoffi- 
ble to hear diftin&ly any.other found. . 

They continued their journey from thence, and at a quar- 
ter after one came to Mariam-Ohha, and at half part three ar- 
rived at Hor-Cacamoot. Hor, in that country, fignifies the 
dry deep bed of a torrent, which has ceafed to run > and Ca* » 
camoot, the (hade of death ; fo that Yafine's village, where 

they 
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they now took up their quarter*, is called «the Valley of the 
Shadow of'Death : A bad omen for weak and wandering 
traveller* as they were, (hrrounded by a multitude <tf dan- 
gers, and fo far iron borne, that there fireawd to be bat one 
that could bring them thither. They trufted in Him, and He 
did deliver them. - 

Hor-Cacamoot w fitnated In a plain m the midft of a wood, 
lb much only of which has "been cleared away as to make 
noom for the inferable "hots of which it confffts, and for the 
fmall fpots of ground oq which they fow tnaihilla, or maize, 
fofunriih them whh bread* Their other food confilte en- 
tirely of the Aefh of the elephant and rhinoceros, and chiefly 
Of the former, for the trouble of hunting the elephant U not 
greater than chafing the rhinoceros, and jhe difference of gain 
is much fuperior. The elephant has a greater quantity of 
better fleft/ while his large teeth are very valuable, and af- 
ford a ready price every where. The inhabitants being little 
acquainted with the ufe of fire-arms, the fmaller game of the 
cleer kind are not much tholefted, untefi by the wild Shan- 
galia, who make ufe of bows and arrows, fo that thefe ani- 
mals are increafed beyond imagination. 

Has tH Feel coofifled once of thirty-nine villages. All the 
Arabs of Atbara reforted to them with butter, honey, hotTes, 
gold, and many other commodities ; and the Shekh of At- 
bara, living upon the frontier of Sennaar, entertained a con- 
tent good comefpondence with the Shekh of Ras el Feel, to 
wfeom he fent yearly a Dongola horfe, two razors, and two 
dogs. The Shekh of Ras el Feel, In return, gave him a mule 
and a 'female (lave ; and the effeft of this intercourse was, to 
keep all the intermediate Arabs in their doty, But fince the 
expedition of Yafous II. againft Sennaar, no peace has ever 
fuWifted between the two flates ; on the contrary, all the 
Arabs that aflifted the king, and were defeated with him, pay 
tribute no longer to Sennaar, but live, oa the frontiers of 
Abyflinia, and are protecled there. 

On the 17th of March they fet out from Hor-Cacambot 

%m their journey to Teawa, the capital of the province of 

Atbara, 

On 
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On the 18th, at half after fix in the morning, they continu- 
ed their journey through thick, and almoft impenetrable 
woods, full of thorns j and in two hours came to the bed of;% 
torrent, which, though in appearance dry, upon digging with 
their iiands in the loofe fand/they found great plenty of frefli 
water exceedingly well tailed, being fheltered by -projecting 
rocks from theaflionof the fon* This is called Surf el 
Shekh. Here they filled their girbas, for there is very little 
good water to be found between this and Teawa. A girba 
is an ox's fkin fquared, and the edges fewed together very ar- 
tificially by a double feam, which does not let but water", 
much refembling that upon the befl Englifh cricket-balls. An 
opening is left in the top of the girba, in the fame manner afe 
the bung -hole of a caik< Around this the fkin Is gathered to 
the fize of a large handful/ which, when the girba is full of 
water, is tied round with whip-cord. Thefe girbas generally 
contain about fixty gallons each, and two of them are the 
load of a camel. They are then all befmeared on the outfide 
with greafe, as well to hinder the. water from oozing through) 
as to prevent its being evaporated by the action of the *fun 
upon the girba, which inr f aft happened to them twice, fo as 
to put them in imminent danger of periling with thirfU 

Yafine had provided a camel and two girbas, as well as 
every other provifion neceflary for them # till they mould ar- 
rive at Teawa. Surf el Shekh is the boundary of Ras el Feel, 
Here Mr. Bruce took an affectionate leave of his friend Yafine, 
who, with all his attendants fhewed, at parting, that love and 
attachment they had conftantly preferved to Mr, Bruce fince 
their firft acquaintance. 

On the 2oth, our travellers arrived at Imferha, and from 
thence were two hours in going to Rafliid, for they were 
flying for their lives ; the Simoon, or hot- wind, having flnick 
them not long after they had fet out from Imferha, and their 
little company, all but Mr. Bruce, fell fick with the quantity 
of poifonous vapour that they had imbibed. Our traveller; 
fuppofes, that from Ra(hid to Imferha it is about five miles j 
and though it is one of the moll dangerous halting places be- 
tween Ras el Feel and Sennaar, yet they were fo enervated, 

their 
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their (tomiehsib weak, ami their- head -achs fo violent, fta 
they could not pitch their tent, but *ach' wrapping* him fel 
in his cleofc refigned himfelf iftJotedtately* to fleep tsnder th 
coot fade of the large trees, invited by the ptea&rit breeze 
from the north, which itemed to be merely local, confined t< 
this fraall grove, created probably by' the vicinity of the wa 
ter, and the agitation they had occafioacd in it. , 

la this helplefs ftate to which they were reduced, Mr 
Brace alone continued not weakened by the Simoon, nol 
overcome by fleep. A Ganjar Arab, who drove an afs laden 
with /alt, took this opportunity of dealing one of the mules, 
together with a lance and iheild belonging to one of Mrj 
Brace's fervants. The country was fo woody, and he had fJ 
much the advantage of them in point of time, and they werd 
info weak and difcour aged a ftate, that it was thought in 
vain to purfiie him one Hep. So he got off with his Ibooty, 
unleis he was intercepted by fome of thofe wild beads, which 
be would find every where in his way, whether he returned 
to Has el Fee), or the frontiers of Kaura, his own country* 

. Having refreshed themfelves with a little fleep, the next 
thing; was to fill their girbas, or fkins, with Water. But be- 
fore they attempted this, Mr. Bruce thought to try aiv exper- 
iment of mixing about twenty drops of (pirit of nitre in a 
horn of water about the fize of an ordinary tumbler. This 
he found greasy refreihedbim, though his bead-ach fUU con* 
tinued. It had a much better efte& upon his fervants, to 
whom he gave it }. for they all feemed immediately recovered, 
and their fpirits much morefo, from the reflection that they 
bad with tjjem a remedy they could truft to, if they fhould 
again be fo unfortunate a* to meet this poifonous wind or 
vapour. 

On-the^d, which was the feventh day fin ce they 'had left 
Ras el Feel, they arrived at Teawa, the principal village and 
refidence of the 'Shekh of At bar a, between three and four 
miles diffant from the ruins of Garigana. The whole dis- 
tance, then, from Hor-Caeamodt, may be about fixty-five 
miles to Teawa, as near as Mr. 'Bruce then could compute. 

The 
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t^ The ftrength of Teawa was about 25 horfe* of which afoot 
pten were arnied with coats of ToaiL Theyhad About a dozen 
t j&f firelocks, very contemptible from 'the order in which they 
were kept, and £1111 more fofroarthehande that bore them* 
IjjThe. red of theinhahitants migfefi amount . to twelve hundred 
a men, naked, raiferable, and defpicable Arabs* like the reft of 
thofe that live in village*, who ase-mush inferior in courage 
to the Arabs that dwell in tents : weak aa its (late was, it 
\Ir\vas the feat of government, and asiUch r a certain degree of 
ycreverence attended it. Such was the ftate of Teawa. Its 
eiconfequence wai only to remain: till the Etaveina mould re- 
lerfolve to attack it, whea its corn fields being burnt and def- 
\kuroyed in a night by. a multitude of horfemen* the bones of 
'Fits inhabitants (battered upon the ear^h would be all its re* 
r mains. 

.ii 

We may judge of the dangerous fituatian of Mr. Bruce at 
Teawa from what paifed between him. and Fidele, the Shekb, 
who was a man of a moil infamous character. Mr. Bruce 
being fent for by the Sbckh,* he found him, fitting in .a fp*< 
cious room, in an alcove, on a large broad fofa like a bed, 
*' with India curtains gathered on each fide into feftoons. He 
i called to a black boy who attendecfhim, in a very furly tone, 
f' to bring him a pipe ; and,, in much the fame voice, {aid to Mr* 
1 Bruce " What ! alone ?" Our traveller replied, " Yes, what 
L> are your commands with me ?" Mr, Bruce faw he either 
: was, or affected to be drunk, and which ever was the cafe, he 
knew it w ould lead to muchief ; he therefore repented heart* 
, ily of having come into the houfe alone. 

After he had taken two whiff* of his pipe, and the flavt 

had left the room, " Are yqu prepared ? (faid he) ha?e you 

brought the needful along with you V f Mr. Bruce wiihed 

to have occafion to join Soliman, his (ervant, and anfwered, 

" My (ervants are at the outer door, and have the; vomits you . 

wanted." « D-~n you. and the vomit too, (faid he with 

great paffion) I want money, and not poifon* Where are 

your piaftres ?" " I am a bad perfon (replied Mr. Bruce) to 

furnifli you with either. I have neither money nor poifon f 

but I advife you to drink, a little warm water to clear your 

, ftonach, cool your bead, and then lye down and compofe 

yourfelf! 
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yourfelf! I wilt fee you to-morrow morning." Mr. Brow 
was going out. " Haikim, (faid he,) infidel, or devil, or 
whatever is your name, hearken to what I fay. Confider 
where you are 5 this is the room where Mek Baady, a king, 
was flain by the hand of my father : look at his blood, where it 
has ftained the floor, which never could be wafhed out. I am 
informed you have 20,000 piaftres in gold with you ; either 
give me 2000 before you go out of this chamber, or you (hall 
die : I will put you to death with my own hand." Upon 
Ihis he took up his fword, that was lying at the head of his 
fofa, and drawing it with a bravado, threw the fcabbard into 
the middle of the room ; and, tucking tjie (leave of hie (hirt 
above Ms elbow like a butcher, faid, « I wait your anfwer." 

Mr. Bruce now ftept one pace backwards, and held the 
little blunderbufs in his hand, without taking it off the belt. 
He faid, in a firm tone of voice, " This is my anfwer : I am 
not a man, as I told you before, to die- like a beaft by the 
hand of a drunkard 5 on your life, I charge you, ftir not 
from your fofa." He had no need to give this inju&ion ; he 
heard the noife which the clofmg the jtiint in the ftock'of the 
blunderbufs made, and thought he had cocked it, and was in- 
llantly to fire.' He let .his fword drop, and threw himfelf on 
his back on the fofa, crying, «« For God's fake, Haikim, I was 
tnit jetting.'* At the fame time, with all his might, he cried, 
« Brahim ! Mahomet \ Elcoom ! El coom."— « If one of 
, your fervants approach me, (faid Mr. Bruce) that inftant I 
will blow you to pieces j not one of them mail enter this 
room till they bring in my fervants with them ; I have a 
number of them armed at your gate, who will break in the 
inftant they hear me fire." 

The women had come to the door, and Mr. Bruce's fervants 
were admitted, each having a blunderbufs in his hand, and 
piftols at his girdle. They were now greatly an overmatch 
for the Shekh, who fat far back on the fofa, and pretended 
that all he had done was in joke ; in which his fervants 
joined, and a very confufed, defultory difcourfe followed, till 
the Turk, fherriffe Ifmael, happened to obferve the Shekh's 
fcabbard of his fword thrown upon the floor, on which he fell 
into a violent fit of laughter* He endeavoured to make the . 

Shekfa 
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Sbekh under ftand, that drunkards and cowards bad more 
need of the fcabbard than the fword $ that he, Fidele, and the 
other drunkard that came to their houfe two or three nights . 
before, who (aid he was Shekh of Jehaina, were juft poflefled 
of the fame portion of courage and infolence. 

As no good could, be expe&ed from this expoftulation, 
Mr. Bruce ftopt it, and took his leave, defiring the Shekh to 
go to bed and compote himfelf, and not try any more of thefe 
experiments, which would certainly end in his fhame, if not 
in his punifhment. He made no anfwer, only wiihed them 
good night. 

Mr. Bruce and his fervants went to the door, through the 
lereral apartments, very much upon their guard ^for there 
-was no perfon to light them out, and they were afraid of fome 
treachery or ambufh in the anticbatnber and dark paflages : 
but they met nobody \ and were, even at the outer gate, 
obliged to open the door themfelves. Without the gate, 
there were about twenty people gathered together, but none 
of them with arms $ and, by the half words and expreflions 
they made u(e of, they could judge they were not the Shekh's 
friends. They followed them for a little, but difperfed be- 
fore they arrived at their houfe. 

They had fcarce got rid of this real danger, when the ap- 
prehension of an imaginary one (truck them violently. The 
water at Teawa is ftagnant in pools, and exceedingly bad. 
Either that, or the bouza, a kind of new beer which they 
fent them with their meat, had given all of them, at the fame 
time, a violent diarrhoea, and Mr. Bruce was tormented with 
a perpetual thirft ever iince they had been overtaken by the 
fimoom ; and the bouza being acid was not only more agree- 
able, but, he thought, relieved him more than bad water ; in 
this, therefore, he certainly had exceeded. When they found 
they were all taken ill at the fame time, it came into their 
heads that Shekh Fidele had given them poiibn in their din* 
ner, and they were very much perplexed what they mould do 
the next day. None of them, therefore, tailed the meat (eat 
them ; when at night, their friend the black (lave came, and 
to her they frankly told their doubts. The poor creature 
. Gg fell 
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fell into fuch violent fits of laughing, which followed lb clofc 
the one upon the other, and lafted fo long, that Mr. Bruce 
feared flie would "have expired upon the (pot. " It is the 
water (raid the :) It does fo to all ftrangers ;" and then (he fell 
into another great fit of laughter. " Chttd, (anfwered Mr* 
Bruce) you know the Shekh is not our friend, and there is no 
eafier way to get rid of us than by poifon, as we eat every 
thing that comes From you without fear." " And fo you 
may (faid flie) ; the Shekh could do no fuch thing without 
our knowledge, and we would rather all be burnt afive than 
be -guilty of fo vile an action. Befides (faid flie) this is not 
like Habefli, where both meat and drink, brought to you, are 
tailed by the bearer before you ufe them. There is no fuch 
thing as poifon in Atbara ; the lance and the knife in the 
field, that is the manner in which they kill one another here." 

They then (hewed her their dinner uneaten, and fhe again 
( fell into a violent fit of laughter , and took the meat away 
that flie might warm it, and they heard her laughing all the 
way as (he went by herfelf. She was not long in returning 
-with provifions in plenty, and told thenv tDat her miftrefles 
never were fo diverted in their lives, and that lhe left them 
fini laughing. 

During the whole of Mr. Bruce's Hay at Teawa, the beha- 
viour of Fidele was all of a piece, and it is probable our trav- 
eller would have finiflied his travels in that place, had not 
fome of his powerful friends interefted themfelves in his fecur- 
ity. However, after various impediments, on the 18th,' they 
took leave of the Shekh to proceed on their journey. The 
day had been immoderately hot, and they had refolved to 
travel all night, though they did not fay fo to the Shekh, who 
advifed them to lleep at Imge*detiema, where there was frelh 
water. But they had taken a girba of water with them, or 
rather, in cafe*of accident, a little in each of the three girbas. 

Their journey, for the firft feven hours, was through a bar- 
ren, bare, and fandy plain, without finding a veflige of any 
living creature, without water, and without grafs ; a country 
that.ieemed under the immediate curfe of heaven. However, 
.after a moft difagreeable journey, on the xoth, at eight in the 

evening, 
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evening, tbey arrived at Bey la. Mr. Bruce found Beyla to be- 
in lat. 13° 4Z f 4" 5 that is, about eleven miles weft of Teawa, 
and thirty-one and a half miles due fouth. They were met 
by Mahomet, the Shekh, at the very entrance of the town. 
He (aid 7 , he looked upon them .as rifen from the dead ; that 
they mull be good people, and particularly under the care of 
Providence, to have efcaped the many fnares the Shekh of Atr- 
bara had laid for them. Mahomet, the Shekh,. had provided 
every fort of refreshment poffible for them, and, thinking 
they could not live without it, he had ordered fugar for them 
frorn Sennaar. Honey for the mod part hitherto had been its 
fubftitute. They had a good "comfortable fupper 5 as fine 
•wheat bread as ever Mr. Bruce ate in his life, brought from 
Sennaar, a^s alfo rice ; in a word, every thing that their kind 
landlord could contribute to their plentiful and hofui table 
entertainments 

Our traveller's whole company was full of joy, to which* 
the Shekh greatly encouraged them 5 and if there was an£ 
alloy to the happinefs, it was the feeing that Mr. Bruce did 
not partake of it. Symptoms of an aguifh diforder had been 
hanging about him for feveral days, ever fince the diarrhoea 
had left him. He found thegreateit repugnance, or naufeau, 
at the fmell of warm meat ; and, having a violent headach, 
he in fitted upon going. to bed fupperlefs, after having drank 
a quantity of warm water by way of emetic Being exceed- 
ingly tired, he foon fell found aileep, having firft taken fome 
drops of a ftrong fpiritous tincture of the bark which he had- 
prepared at Gondar, refolving, it he found any remiffion, as 
he then did, to take feveral good dofesof the bark in powder 
on the morrow, beginning at day break, which he according- 
ly did with its ufual fuccefs.. 

On the 2ath April, a little after the dawn of the day, the 
Shekh, in great anxiety, came to the place where Mr. Bruce 
was lying upon a tanned buffaloe's hide, on the ground. His' 
forrow was foon turned into joy when he found him quite 
recovered from his Hlnefs. He had taken the bark, and ex- 
prefled a defire of eating a hearty breakfaft of rice, which 
was immediately prepared for him. 

„ , The . 
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The Sbekh of Bey la was an implicit believer in medicine* 
Seeing him take fome drops of the tinfture before coffee, be 
infifted upon pledging Mr. Bruce, and he believe would have 
willingly emptied the whole bottle. The Shekh, having 
fuffered great agony with .his own complaint, had palled 
fome fmall flones, and was greatly better, as he fa'id, for the 
foap-pills. Mr. Bruce pot him in a way to prepare thefe, 
as alfo his lime water. It was impoffible to have done any 
favour for him equal to this, as his agony had been ib great* 

It was now the time to give the Shekh a prefent, and Mr* 
Bruce had prepared one for him, fuch as he very well deferv- 
ed ; but no entreaty, nor any means he could ufe, could pre- 
vail upon him to accept of the meereft trifle. On the contra- 
ry, he folemnly fwore, that if Mr. Bruce importuned him 
further, be would get upon his horfe and go into the coun- 
try. All that he defiied, and that too as a favour, was; that 
when Mr. Bruce had refted at Sennaar, he might come and : 
confult him farther as to his complaints, for which he prom- 
ifed he would bring a recompence with him. 

Though Mr. Bruce was much plea fed with his reception here, 
he determined to prefs on to Sennaar before affairs there were 
in a defperate fituation, or fome fcheme of mifcbref mould be 
contrived by'Fidele. They had again a large and plentiful 
dinner, and a quantity of bouza ; venifbnof feveral different 
(pedes of the antelope or deer kind, and Guinea-fowls boiled 
with rice, the b*ft part of their fare, for the venifon ifmetted 
and tailed ftrongly of rawfk. This was the provifion made 
by the Shekh's two font, boys about fourteen or fifteen yeafs 
■old, who bad got each of them a gun with a match lock, and 
whofe favour he fecured to a very high degree, by giving 
them fome good gunpowder, and plenty of finall leaden bul- 
lets. 

In the afternoon, they walked out to fee the village, whicli 
is a very pleafant one, fitqated upon the bottom of a hill, cov- 
ered with wood, all the red flat before it. Through this plain 
there are many large timber trees, planted in rows, and join- 
ed with high hedges, as in Europe, forming enclofures for 
keeping cattle $ but of thefethey faw none, as they had been 
moved to the Deader for fear of the flies. There is no water 

at' 
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at Beyla but what 13 got from deep wells. v Large plantations 
of Indian corn are every where about the town. The inhab- 
itants are in continual apprehenfion from the Arabs Daveina 
at Sim Sim, about 40 miles fouth-eaft from them 5 and from 
another powerful race called Wed abd,el Gin, 1. e. Son of the 
flaves of the Devil, who live to the fouth-weft of them, be- 
tween the Dender and the Nile. Bey la is another frontier 
town of Sennaar, on the fide of Sim Sim ; and between 
Teawa and this, on the Senriaar fide, and Ras el Feel, Nara, 
and Tehelga, upon the Abyifiriian fide, all is defert and 
wade, the Arabs only fu fieri ng the water to remain there 
without villages near it, that they and- their flocks; may come 
at certain feafons while the graft grows, and the pools : or 
fprings fill elfewhere. 

Though Mr. Bruce went early to bed with full determina- 
tion to fet out by day-break, yet he found it was impQfiible 
to put his defign in execution, or get from the hands of. 
their kind landlord. One of their girbas Teemed to fail, and 
needed to be repaired. Nothing good, as he truly faid, 
could come from the Sheku of Atbara. 

On the 21ft of April, they left Bey la at three o'clock'm 
the afternoon, and proceeded through a very pleafant, flat 
country, but without water ; there had. been none in their 
way nearer than the river Rahad. About eleven at night 
they alighted in a wood : The place is called Baherie, as near; 
as they could compute, nine miles front Beyla. 

t 

On the 22d, at half part five o'clock in the morning, they 
left Baherie, ftill continuing weftward, and at nine they came 
to the banks of the Rahad. The ford is called Tehir Chaira. 
The river itfelf was now (landing in poob, the water foul, 
ftinking, and covered with a green mantle ; the bottom Toft 
and muddy, but there was no choice. The water at Beyla 
was fo bad, that they took only as much as was abfolutely 
•oeceflary till they arrived at running water from the Rahad*. 

On the 23d they met feveral men, on horfeback and on foot, 
cofning out ifrom amung the bufhes, who endeavoured to car- 
ry off one of their camels. They indeed were fomewbat 
alarmed, and were going to prepare for refiflance.' iT.he 

Gg3 camel. 
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camel they had taken away had on it the king's and Shekl 
Adelan's prefents, and fume other things for their fature naetf » 
Their clothes too, books, and papers, were upon the fatoe 
camel. However, as this was only a contrivance* to extort « 
prefent from Mr. Bruce, the matter waffvafiry got oyer, and 
the camel restored. 

On the 24th, they came to the river Dender, (landing now 
in pools, but by the vaft widenefs of its banks, and the great 
deepnefs of its bed , all of white fand, it fhould . feem that in 
time of rain it will contain nearly as much water as the Nile. 
The banks are every where thick overgrown with the rack 
and jujeb-tree, efpecially the latter. The wood, which had 
continued moflly from Beyla, here failed entirely, and reach- 
ed no farther towards Sennaar. Thefe two forts of trees, 
however, were in very great beauty, and of a prodigious fize. 

At 6 o'clock in the evening, they fet out from a fliady piaoe 
of repofe on the banks of the Dender, through a large plain, 
with not a tree before-them j bnt they prefently found tbem- 
lelves encompaffed with a number of villages, nearly of a fixe, 
and placed at equal di fiances in form of a femi-circle, the 
roofs of the houfes in ftiape of cones, as are all thofe within 
the rains* The plain was all of a read, foapy earth, and the 
corn jufl fown. This whole country is in perpetual cultiva- 
tion, and though at this time it had a bare look, would no 
doubt have a magnificent one when waving with grain. At 
9 they baited at a village of Pagan Nubia. Thefe are all fbl- 
diers of the Mekof Sennaar, cantoned in thefe villages, which, 
at the di (lance of four or five miles, furround the whole capi- 
tal. They are either purchafed or taken by force from Taz- 
uclo, and the provinces to the fouth upon the mountains Dyre 
and Teg la. Having fet dements and proviiions given them, 
as alfo arms put into their hands, they never wiih to defert, 
but live a very domeflic and fober life. 

They pay adoration to the moon ; and that their worlKp 
Is performed with pleafure and fetisfa&ion, is obvious every 
night that (he (bines. Coming out from the darknefs of their 
huts, they fay a few words upon feeing her brightnefs, and 
teflify great joy, by motions of their feet and hands, at the 
Jirft appearance of the new moon. Mr, Bruce never faw 

^ ' - s - them 
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them pay any ^attention to the ftm, either* rifingOTfettiiig, 
fKhrandng to or receding from the meridian ; bat, as far a% 
be could team, they worfhip a tree, a«d like wife -a ftone> 
though he never could Srid out what tree dr t ftone it wag, 
only that ft did not exift in the country of Sennaar, but ia 
that .where 'they were born. Their prtefts feemed to have 
great influence over them, bat through fear ©oly, -and not 
from affection. They are diftiuguiflied by thick copper brace- 
lets about their wrifts, as alfo fometimes one, and fometimes 
two about their ankles. 

On the 2/jth at four o'clock in the after noony they' fe*t otkt 
from the villages of the Nubia, intending to arrive at B&boeb, 
where is the- ferry over the Nile j'but they had fear eel y ad- 
vanced two miles into the plain, when they wereenclofed by 
a violent whirlwind, or what is called at fea the water-fpolit* 
The plain was red earth, Which had been plentifully moiften- 
ed by a fhower in the night-time^ The unfortunate camel 
that had beep taken by the Cohala feemed to be nearly in the 
centre of its vortex. It was lifted up and' thrown down at a 
considerable di (lance, and feveral of its 'ribs broken. Al- 
though, as far as Mr. Bruce could guefs, he was not hear the 
centre, it whirled him off his feet, and threw him down "Upon 
his face, fo as to make his nbfe gulh out with blood. Two 
of the fervants like wife had the fame fate. It plaftered them 
all over with mud, almofl as fmoothly as could have been 
done with a trowel. It; took away Mr. Bruce's fehfe and 
breathing for an inftant, and his mouth and nofe were full 6f 
mud when he recovered. He gueftes the fphere of its action 
to be about 200 feet. It demolifhed one half of a fmall hut, 
as if it had been cut through with a knife, and difperfed the 
materials all over the plain, leaving the other half Handing. 

As foon as they recovered themfelves, they took refuge 
in a village, from fear only, for they faw no veftige of any 
other whirlwind. It involved a great t quantity of rain, 
which the Nuba of the villages told them was very fortunate, 
as it portended good luck to them, ami a profper 0113 journey ; 
for tbey faid, that had dud and fand arifen wiih the whirl- 
'Wind, in the fame proportion it would have done had not 
' the earth been moiftened, they would all tifailiabjy have 

been 
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been fuflbcated ; and they cautioned them, by faying that 
tempefts were very frequent in the beginning and end of the 
rainy feafon, and whenever they fhould fee one of them 
coming, to fail down upon their faces, keeping their lips 
dofe to the ground, and fo let it pafs ; and thus it would 
neither have power to carry them off their feet, nor fuffocate 
them, which was the ordinary cafe. 

Their kind landlords, the Nuba, gave them a hearty wel- 
come, and helped them to waih their clothes Brft, and then 
to dry them. When Mr. Bruce was dripped naked, they 
faw the blood running from his nofe, and faid, they could 
not have thought that one fo white as he was could have 
been capable of bleeding. They gave them apiece of roafted 
hog, which they ate, (except Ifmaei and the Mahometans) 
very much to the fatisiaftion of the Nuba. On the other 
hand, as their camel was lame, they ordered one oi their Ma- 
hometan fervants to kill it, and take as much of it as would 
ferve themfelves that night j they alfo provided againft want- 
ing themfelves the next day. The reft they gave among their 
new acquired acquaintance, the Nuba of the village, who did 

, not fail to make a feaft upon it for feveral days after ; and, 
in recompence for their liberality, they provided them 1 with 
a large jar of bouza, not very good, indeed, but better*than 
the well-water. This Mr. Bruce repaid by tobacco, beads, 
pepper, and ftibium, which he faw plainly was infinitely more 
than they expe&ed. Although they had been a good deal 
furprifed at the fu-dden and violent effe'fts of the whirlwind 
of that day, and fever ely felt the bruifes it had occasioned, 
yet they paffed a very focial and agreeable evening. 'Mr. 
Bruce had (eldom, in his life, upon a journey, paired a more 
comfortable night. He-had a very neat, clean hut, entirely 
to hiinfelf, and a Greek fervant that fat near him! Some -of 

1 the .Nuba watched for them all night, and took care of their 
beafts and baggage. They (ung and replied to one another 
alternately, in notes full of pleafant* melody, till Mr. Bruce 
fell faft afleep, involuntarily, and with regret, for, though 
bruifed, they were not fatigued, but rather difcouraged, hav- 
ing gone no farther than two miles that day. 

The .landlord of the hut where Mr. Bruce was afleep, hav- 
ing prepared for their fafety and that of their baggage,. 

thought 
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thought himfelf bound in duty to go and give immediate in- 
formation to the prime minrfter of the unexpected guefts that 
then occupied his houfe. Be found Ad elan at Hipper, but 
was immediately admitted, and a variety of queftions alked 
him, which he anfwered fully. He defcribed their colour, 
their number, the unufual (ize and number of their fire arms, 
the poornefs of their attire, and, above all, their great c*ee*» 
fulnefs, quietnefs and affability ; their being contented with 
eating any thing, and in particular mentioned the hog's flelh. 
One man then prefent teftifying abhorrence to this, Adelan 
laid of Mr. Bruce to their landlord, " Whv^b^is a foldier 
and a Kafr like yourfelf. A foldier and a BLarr; wheh trav- 
elling in a ftrarige country, ihould eat every thing, and fo does 
every other man that is wife ; has Ke not a fervant of mine 
with him ?" He anfwered, « Yes, and a fervant of the king 
too ; but he had left them and was gone forward to Sennaar." 
" Go you with them (fays he) and flay with thenrat Bafboch 
till he had time to fend for them to town." He had return* 
ed from Aira long before our travellers arofe, and told them 
the converfation, which was great comfort to them all ; for 
they were not much plea fed with the king's fervant going be- 
fore, as they had every reafon to think he was difaffetted to- 
wards. them. 

On the 2<$fh, at fix oMock in the morning, they fet out 
from this village of Nuba, their way being ftill acrofs this 
immenfe plain. All the morning there were terrible dorms 
of thunder and lightning, fome rain, and onefhower, of fo 
large drops that it wet them to the fkin in an in (tan t. It 
was quite calm, and every drop fell perpendicularly upon 
them. Mr. Bruce thinks he never in his life felt fo cold a rain, 
yet it was not difagreeable; for the day was clofe and hot, 
and they /hou4d have wished every now and then to have ha4 
a moderate refrigeration ; this, however, was rathertoo abim* 
darit. The villages df the Nuba were on all ikies throughout 
tins plain. At nine o'clock they arrived at Bafboch, which is 
a large collection of huts of thefe people, and has the appear. 
ance of * town. 

The governor, a venerable old .man of about ftventy, rwho 
Wa# Jo feeble thai he could fcarcely walk, received them with - 

*- • great 
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great complacency, only feying, wh<n he took Mr, Bruce by 
the hand, «« O Chriflian ! what doft thou, at fuch a time, in 
fuch a country ?'* Mr. Bruce was furprifed at the politenefs 
of bis Qjeech, when he called him Nazarani, the ciyil term for 
Chriflian in the eaft ; whereas Infidel is the .general term a« 
jnong thefe brutifli people ; but it feems he had been feveral 
times at Cairo. Mr. Bruce had here a very clean and com- 
fortable hut to lodge in, though they were fparingly fnpplied 
with provifions all the time they were there, but never were 
fufiered to fall a whole day together. 

Baiboch K withe eaftern bank of the Nile, not a -quarter of 
a mile from the ford below. - The river here runs north and 
fouth ; towards the fides it is fliallow, but deep in the middle 
of the current j and in this part it is much infeftexf with croc- 
odiles. Sennaar is two miles, and a half S. S. W. of it. They 
heard the evening drum very diftindtly, and not without anx- 
iety, when they reflected to what a brutifh people, according 
to all acc ount3, they were about to truft themfelves. 

On the 29th leave was fent them to enter Sennaar. It was 
not without Come difficulty, that Mr. Brnce got his quadrant 
and heavy baggage fafely carried down the hill, for the banks 
are very fteep to the edge of the water. The intention of 
their affiftants was to Aide the quadrant down the hill, in its 
cafe, which would have utterly destroyed it; and as their 
boat was but a very indifferent embarkation, it was obliged 
to make feveral turns to and fro before they got all their fev- 
[ eral packages landed on the weftern fide. 

They were conducted by"Adelan?s fervant to a very fpacious 
good houfe belonging to the Shekh himfelf, having two flo- 
ries, a long quarter of a mile from the king's palace. He left a 
menage for them to repofe themfelves, and in a day pr two to 
Wait upon -the king, and that he fhould fend to tell them when 
they were to come to hirfi. This they refolved to have complied 
with mott exactly ? but the very next irtorhing, the 30th of 
April, there catne a fervant from the palace to fummon them 
to wait upon the king, which they^'mimed lately obeyed. Mr, 
Bruce took with him three fervams, black Soliman, Ifmael 
the Turk, and his Greek fervant Michael* Tne palace covers 

" " : ' : * a prodigious 
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a prodigious deal of grounds ' It is all of one ftorey, built of 
clay,*nd the floors of earth. The chambers through which 
tliey patted were all unfurnHhed, and feemed as if a great 
many of them hacf formerly been deftined as barracks for foL- 
diers, of whom Mr. Bruce did not fee above fifty on guard. 
The king was in a fmall room, not twenty feet fquare, v to 
which they afcended by two (hort flights of narrow ileps. 
The floor of the room was covered with broad fquare tiles; 
over it was laid a Perfian carpet, and the walls hung with 
tapeftry of the fame country j the whole very well kept, and 
in good order. 

The king w,as fitting upon a mattrefs laid on the ground, 
which was like wife covered with a Perfian carpet, and round 
him was a number of cufhions of Venetian cloth of gold* 
his drefs did not correfpond with this magnificence, for it was 
nothing but a large loofe (hirt, of Sflrat blue cotton cloth, 
which feemed not to differ from the fame worn by his fer- 
vants, except that, all round the edges of it, the feams were 
double ditched with white filk, and likewife round the neck. 
His head was uncovered ; he wore his own (hort black hair* 
and was as white in colour as an Arab. He feemed to be a 
man about thirty -four j his feet were bare, but covered by 
his (hirt. He had a very plebeian countenance, on which was 
(lamped no decided character ; Mr. Bruce (hould rather guefs 
him to be a (oft, timid, irrefolute man. At our traveller's 
coming forward and kiffiug his hand, he looked at them for a 
minute as if undetermined what to fay. He then a(ked for an 
Abyffinian interpreter, as there are many of thefe about the 
palace. He faid to him in Arabic, " I apprehend I underftand 
as much of that language as will enable me to anfwer any 
queftion you have to put to me." . Upon which he turned to 
the people that were with him, " Down-right Arabic, indeed ! 
You did not learn that language in Habefli ? ,; faid he to Mr, 
Bruce, who arifwered, " No ; I have been in Egypt, Turkey 
and Arabia, where I learned it ; but I have likewife often 
fpoken it in Abyffinia, where Greek, Turkifli, and feveral 
other languages are ufed." He faid, " Impolffble ! he did not 
think they knew any thing of languages, excepting their own, 
raAbyffinia. ,, . 

There 
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There were fitting; iii the fine of the room oppofite ta him, 
four men dreued in white cotton (him, with a white fhawl 
covering their heads and part of their face, by which it wai 
known they were religions men, or men of learning, or of 
the law. 'One of thefe anfwered the king'a*doubt of the A- 
byfimans knowledge in languages. " They have languages 
enough* and yon know that HabeJk is called the paradife of 
AfTes*" During this converfation, Mr* Bruce took the (her- 
rifle of Mecca's letter, aUb one from the king of Abyfiinia ; 
be gave him the king's firny and then the Jberrtfe'*. He took 
them both as Mr* Bruce gave them, but laid alide the king's 
upon a cuihion till he had read the (herriffe's. After this he 
read the king's, and called immediately again for an Abyf- 
finlan interpreter ; upon which Mr. Bruce (aid nothing, fup* 
pofing, perhaps, lie might choo/e to make him deliver fome 
menage to him in private, which he would not have his peo- 
ple hear. But it was f>ure conf ufion and abfence of mind, 
for he never (poke a word to him when he came. " You are 
a pbyfician and a foldier," fays the king. " Both, in time of 
need," faid Mr. Bruce. " But the (herriffe's letter tells me 
alfo, that you are a nobleman in the fervice of a great king 
that they call Englife-man, who is matter of all the Indies, 
and who has Mahometan as well as Chrittian fubjecTa, and 
allows them all to be governed by their own laws." " Though 
I never faid (b to the iberriffe, (replied Mr. Bruce) yet it is 
true ; I am as noble as any individual in my nation, and am 
alfo fervant to the greateft king now reigning upon earth, of 
whofe dominions, it is likewife truly faid, thefe Indies are 
but a fmall part. 9 ' — " How comes it, (fays the king) you 
that are fo noble and learned, that you know all things, all 
languages, and (b brave that you fear uo danger, but paft, 
with two or three old men, into fucb countries as this and 
Habe(h, where Baady, my father, peri(hed with an army r 
How conies it that you do not (lay at home and enjoy your- 
(elf, eat, drink, take pleafure and reft, and not wander 
like a poor man, a prey to every danger ?" — " You, Sir, 
(replied Mr. Bruce) may know (ome of this fort of men ; 
certainly you do know them ; for there are in your religion 
as well as mine, men of learning, and thofe too of great 
Tank and nobility, who, on account of (ins they have commit* 

ted, 
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Ml, o'rvowstley hfrve mode, renounce the worW, itertcfc * 
and pleafiMte*? They fay down- their nobility ancP become 
hnoible and poor, fo a* often to be infofted by wicked and 
lowTnen, not having t fie fear of God before their eyes/" 
«• True thefe are DervMfcV* (aid' feme that were prefent, •*• I' 
am- then one~df*titeie Derviffr, (fakfMr. Bruce) content witfr 
the bread that is- given me, and bound ibr forae years to* 
travel m ha rc tthips and danger, doing alt the good I am to 
poor and rich, fervmg- every man, and hurting none."' 
«» Tybe f that is well,'*niid the king. «* And how long have' 
yotr been travelling about ?** * adds one of the others. «« Near 
twenty years," faid Mr. Bruce. " You mult be very young, 
(Gays the king) tor have committed £b many (ins r and fo early ; 
they mujft all haye been with women ?" " Part , of them, L 
fuppofe were, (replied Mr.. Bruce) bat I. did not ^y J was* 
one of thofe that travelled on account of their fias r Tput that 
there were forae Dervilhes that did fo. on' account of their 
vows, and fome to. learn wifdoau" Mr* Eruce now witfi* 

The drum beat a little after, fix. o'clock iq the evening* 
They then, had a very* comfortable dinner fent them, camel's 

^fleflx dewed with an herb of a vifcous flihiy fubftance, called' 
Bam mi a. _ After having dined, and finilhed rhe journal of 
the day, \ Mr. Bruce fell to unpacking his inftruments, the 
barometer and thermometer firft 5 and, after having hung, 
them up,, was converting, with Adejan's fervant when 1 he. 
itiould pay his vifit to his mailer. About eight o'clock came. 
a fervaut from the palace, telling Mr. Bruce, now was the 
time to bring tte pre fent to the king, He for ted the fepa^^te 
articles with all the fpeed< he could, and, they went direcl;ly T 
to the^palace. The king was then fitting in a large apart- 
mflnt* as far aa he could gnefs,. at Come di fiance from the for* 
mer. He was naked, btffchad. feveral clothes lying upon his 

, knee, and about him, and a fervant waarubbin&hiin over with 
very ft inking butter or greafe, with which his hair was drop- 
ping as if wet with water., targe as .the room, was, it could 
fcefmelled through the whole of it. Thaking afted Mr. Bruce 
ifevenhe.greafed hirafelf, aa he did ? Mr, Bruce iaid, Very, 
feldom,but fancied it would be veriy. expeofeve. He then told 
bim,that it was elephant's greafe, which made people ftrong, 
Hh and- 
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uid preferved. the fkio. very foiooth., Our traveller faid he* 
thought it very proper, but could, not bear, the fmeJl of it, 
though bis flcin ihould turn as .rough as an elephant's for the 
want of it. He faid, if Mr. Bruee had ufed it, his hair* 
would not have turned fo red as it was, and that it would ail 
become white prefently, when that rednefs came off. " You 
may fee, (continued he) the Arabs driven in here by the Da- 
veina, and all their cattle taken sfrotp them, becaufe the/ 
have 00 longer any greafe for their hair. The fun firft turns 
it red, and then perfectly white; and you will know them 
in the ftreet by their hair being the colour of yours. As for 
the 'fraell, you will fee that. cured prefently." 

1 

After having* rubbed him abundantly with greafe, they 
brought a pretty large horn, and in it fomething fcented, a- 
botit 4s liquid as honey. It was plain that civit was a great 
part of the compofition. The king went out at the door, 
Mr. Bruce' roppofes into another room, and there two men 
deluged him' over with pitchers of cold water, whilft> as he. 
imagined, he was ft ark naked. He then returned, and a Have 
anointed him with this fweet ointment ; after which he fat 
down, as completely dreifed, being juft going to his women's 
apartment, where he was to fup, Mr. Bruce told him,, he 
wondered why t he did not ufe rofe water as in Abyffinia, Ara- 
bia, and Cairo. He faid, he had it often from Cairo, when the 
merchants arrived j but as it was now long fince any came, 
JHs people coula not make more, for the rofe would not grow 
in 'his country, though the women made fomething like it of 
lemon flower. ' ' . 

Hi* toilet being fini(hed, our traveller then produced his 
prefent", which he told him the king of Abyifihia had fent to. 
him, hoping that, according to the. faith and cuOom of na- 
tions, -he wfculd not only protect him while here, but fend him 
fafely arid fpeedily out of his dominions into Egypt. He an- 
swered, thete was a time when could have done all this, and 
more, but' thofe times where changed. Sennaar was in roin, 
and was not like what it was. He then ordered fbme per- - 
fumed forbet to : be brought for Mr. Bruce to drink in his 
prefence, which is a pledge that your perfon is in fafety. 
The king thereupon withdrew, and went to his ladies, 

<• > .1 ; :'» a •; ■ •'.. .: - . It 
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It tfai n*t till the eighth of May Mr. Bruce' bad his audi- 
ence of SHekh Adehin at Aira, which is three miles and a half 
from Sehnaar ; they walked out early hi the morniiig, for 
the greateft part of the way along the fide of the Nile, whicli 
had no beauty /being totally divefted of Trees, the bottom foul 
and muddy, and the edges of the water white with fmall con- 
cretions of calcarious earth, which, with the bright fun upon 
1 them dazzled and affected their eyes very much. They then 
ftrucjc aerofs a large fandy plain without 'trees or bumes, and 
came to Adelan's habitation.' '" '; "* ' 

.• "Within the gate was a number of .horfes; .with tine foidifi&f* 
barracks behind them ; they were all, piqueted in raftks, tfieir 
faces to their mailer's barracks. , It was one of the fineil fights 
: Mr. Bruce ever faw of the kind. They wejje all abppe/ fix- 
teen hands high, of the "breed of the old £arac^nji©r{ss,.yaji 
finely made, and as ftrong as our coach horfes, but exceed- 
ingly nimble in their motion ; rath** "thick and tooft i* the 

• forehmd, but with the rtoft beaut!ful>eyes- 'earsyBtktaieads- fti 
the world ; they were moftly biackjfoinfeo^^eili'oldc^-.aBll 

- white, fome of them milk white foated, • fo nfctfrw*4te1>y,*sg4, 
•with white eye* and white hoofs, not perhaps 1 a great recom- 
mendation. . . ..v> 1 .1 .;». * \ 

A fleei fhirt of mail hung upon each mfl&Vflltffitfftoppt*' 
fite to his horfe, and by it an antelope's flua jnatje.fefcrltfse 

• fbamoy, with which it was covered from thedftjEv; of^ie night. 
A head-piece of copper, without creft or plumage ,; was>fuf- 
pended by a lace above the fliirt of ;majl, .anij was. ttye 
moft pitturefque part of the trophy. To thefe was added an 
enormous broad fword in a red leather fcabbard ; mid djjon 

.the pommel hung two thick gloves, not divided into -fingers 

.as ours, but Jike - hedgers' gloves, their fingers* in one pake. 

.They 'told Mr, Bruce, 'that, within that endofure at Awe, 
there were 400 horfes, which, with the riders', and arfnbtir com- 
plete for each of them, were all the property QfrSlfekfe Adte- 

. Ian, every horfeman being his Have and bought with his: money. 

Adelan was then fitting upon a piece x>f the trunk of .a 

palm-tree, in the front of one of thefe divifions of his horfes, 

. which he feemed'to be contemplating with, plea fure j a^uuu- 

^ber of black people, his own fervams an&frieacl^were jl.and^ 
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Snltts iL.^ 1* Tv C,P ** a ta " d ****** «™ 
Ibon points .that covered bis ears. This, it feeau Mia.*. 

drefs when be rofe early In the morning to vi/k j^ to £ 

. wh.ch he neve, uegjefted. Tbe Soekbl*. a „» ^JSfc 

feet high, rather corpulent, j,ad a heavy walk, *e miflitbr 

more from agnation .of ^enr than w.« oSgi?". Ife 

w« about fixty : f lhe colour and feature, of «, Arab and 

not «f« negro, but had rather more beard than falls torte 

lot of people ,n th« country ; large piercisg ey«, and a de- 

termmed, though, at the lame time, a very pleafing counte- 

aaoee. Vpon Mr. Bruce's xMiing «e«r*iffl, be get -up • 

•«'To«l that .re a horfeman, {lays be, without any fotatatioa) 

what would your king of Habelligive for thefe horfts ?"— 

« What king (anfwerrd Mr. Bruce in the fame tone) wooH 

not give any price for fbch borfcs, if he knew their value ?*» 

They Aep went into a (large frlooa hung round with mir- 
ror* *Dd ftarkt daauik:; -itwe of (be leageii fides <wcne two 
*«r.# foi^s weted with crimfon and yclbw damadk, and 
large cufhms of cloth «f gold, itf* to the Vmg's. Be new 
pulled off bjs cunekt gown and cap, and remained in a crim- 
fon fattin coat reaching down below his knees,- which tap- 
ped over at the breatt, and was girt round the wairt with a 
fca#f or fafli, in Which he had /luck a /hart dagger in an ivo. 
ry fheath, mounted with *«td ; and one of the largeft und 
me/* beawiflri ameihyfta open his finger that Mr. Broce erer 
faw, mouated plain without any diataowds, atad a fiiiatl *aW 
ear-ring In one of his ears. 
« 1 

«« Why have you cone hither (%i he toMr^Brace) witboat 
arms, L and on foot, and without attend* a ts?" Yetgmke,«\ 
wasted that borfes were, not kept at fiebnaar, aod brotight 

< none with me.", AMan^ « Vou ^iu>p©fe yon ihave come 
Ihrougb great (dangers, and fo you hare. But what do you 
think of me, who am day and night out in tbe fields, fur- 
rounded by hundreds and Xhoufands of Arabs, «J1 «f * hom, 
would eat me alive if they dared ?» Yag. « A brave man, 
ufed to command as yon are, does not look to the number of 
his enemies, bat to their abilities 5 a wolf does not Fear ten 
thonland fheep more than he does one.*' M 9 " True • look 

out at the door ; thefe are their chiefs **o» t«mHow tax- 
ing, 
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Itig rf aud Ihfcve; brought them hither that they may judge from 
wh-at.tfcey fee whether 1 am ready for them or, not." Yag. 
«' You could not do more properly ; ^ut, as to my own af- 
fairs, I wait upon. you from the king of Abytfin,ia,..defiring 
iafe conduct through your country, into EgypWtwithbis r °y* 
al promife, that he is ready to do thelike for youagaiu, or 
any other favour you may call upon him for," He took the 
letter and read ft. Ad. " The king of Abyffinia niay be af* 
fured I am always ready to do more for him than this. It ** 
true, fince the mad attempt upon Sennaar, and t?he .ne?u; 11411 
ni adder, to replace old Baady upon the throne, we have had 
no. formal peace,, but neither are we at w ar. We ,underiUud 
one another as good neighbours ought. to do 3 t and yibat el& 
is peace V ¥«£• " You know I am a ftranger and traveller, 
feeking my way home, I have nothing to do with peace of 
war between nations.* Alt I beg is a fafe conduct through 
your kingdom, and the rights of hofpitality beftowed in fuck 
cafes on every common ftranger ; and one of the favours 1 beg 
is, your acceptance of a ftnall prefent. I* bring it notfrom 
home; I have been long, abfent from -thence, crutjwfetikl 
have been better." Ad. " Til not refnfe it, bt*t-it is quite 
unneceflary. 1 have faults like other tnen ; but to hurt 'or 
ranfom ftrangers was never one of them. Mahomet Abou 
Kalee, my brother, is, however, a much better man to ftran.- 
gers than I am ; you will be lucky if you meet him here ^ ff 
not, I will do for you what I can, when once the confuuoii 
of thefe Arabs Is over*" 

Mr. BriKe gave him the flierriffe's letter, whkhhe,operiecfr, 
looked at, and laid by without reading, faying only, " Aye^ 
Metical is a good man, he fometimes takes care of our peo- 
ple gcjing to Mecca j for>my part 1 never was there, and prob- 
ably never fhaji be.V Mr. Bftice then .pt-efented his letter from 
AH Bey to him., He placed jt upon his knee,- and gave a flap 
Upon it with bis open hand. Ad. " What ! do. you not know, 
have you pot heard, Mahomet Abou Dahab, his Hafnadar, has 
rebelled again ft him, baniihed him out of Cairo, and now (its 
in his place ? But don't be difconcerted at that, I know you 
to be a man of honour and prudence : if Mahomet, my broth- 
er, does not come, as foon as I can get leiftire*! will difpatch 
you." The fervant that had conducted Mr.« Brnce>*o Sen- 
naar, and was then with him, went forward clgfe to him > and 
I . H I13 faid, 
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(aid, in a kind *f whimper, "Should be go often to the kteg r* 
" When he pleafts ; he may go to fee die town, and take a 
walk, but never alone ; and alfo to the palace, that, when he 
returns to his own country, he may report lie ftwa king at 
Senoaar, that neither knows how to govern, nor wffl fufier 
others to teach him j who knows not how to make war and 
yet will not fit in peace." Mr. Bruce then took his leave of 
Mm, but there was a plentiful breakfafthi the otherroom, to 
which he fent them. At goingout, Mr. Broce took hisleave 
by kHfing his hand, which he fubmitted to without reluc- 
tance.' • " Shekh, (faid our traveller) when I pafs thefe Arab* 
In the tyuare, I hope it will not difoblige you if I converfe 
.wif h fome of them out of curiofity ?" Ad. " By no means, as 
much as you pleafe ; but don't let them know where they can 
find yon at Senhaar, or they will be in your houfe from morn- 
ing till night, wfll eat up all your victuals, and then, in return, 
will cut your throat, if they can meet you upon your journey." 

Mr. Bruce returned home to Senna* r, very well pleafed 
With his reception at Aira. He bad not feen 'ftnce he left 
Goodar, avnan fo open and frank hi his manners, and who 
Cpoke without difguhe what apparently he had in his heart. 

The next morning, after Mr. Bruce came home from Alra* 
Jie was agreeably furprifed by a vi&t frojn HagiJBelal, to 
whom he had been recftmiuen^ed by Metical. Aga, and to 
whom Ibrahim Seraff, the EngHAi broker at Jidda* had ad- 
dreffed him for any money he mould need at Sennar. Belal 
welcomed him with great k'mdneft, and repeated teftimonies 
of joy and wonder at -his (afe arrivafl. He had been down in 
Atbara at Gerri, or fome villages near it, with tncrchandrfe, 
and had not yet feen the 'king (i nee he came home, but gave 
Mr. Bruce the very worft defcription poffible <of rhetrountry* 
tnfomuch that there feemed to be not a fpot,'bot the one 'he 
Jhen flood on, in which he Was not in imminent da riger of 
deftru&ion, from a variety of independent caufes, which it 
fee me d not poffibly in his power to avoid. In the evening, 
lie fent Mr. Bruce fome refreshments, w hich he had long 
been acenftomed to ; fome tea, excellent coffee, fome honey 
and brown fugar, feveral bottles of rack, like wife nutmegs, 
cinnamon, ginger, and fome very good dates' of the dry 
kind which he had brought from Atbtfa« 

Hagi 

i • 
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"flag? tela? -was a native of 'Morocco. He ted 
*e, «nd aFft> at J^kiff -and Mocha. He knew tie Engliflu srett, 
"*nd profefied himfelf both obliged and attached to 1 hem,, ft 
'traTojnetfjtye before Mr, Brace ventured *o $e«k toibhn 
upon fnohey bttfinefs, or ttpon any probability «rf ifinding 
affiftance here at£ennaar; tie gave him little iopea *rf <ihe 
latter, repeating to him what he very well fcnew atoot the 
difagreement of the king and Adelan. He Teemed to place 
all his expectations, and thofe were hut faint ones, in* the 
coming of Shekh Abou Kalec from Kordofan. He taid; notic- 
ing could be expecled from Shekh Adelan Without going 
to Xira, for that be would never trufl: hfrhfelf in SennaaT, in 
t his tcing'slffe time, but that the minlfter was abfolutethe 
moment be auembled his troops without the town. 

One ftiortflng he came to "Mr. Bruce after having %eeh wffli 
the king,' whenotir traveller wasliimfelf preparing to go tt> 
the palace. He faid, he had been fetatformpon his account, 
and had been-qijeftioned very narrow It 'what fort of a mail 
he was, Hav irig anfwered very iavouraMy i both of him antl 
iii* nation, he had aijeed fox Metjcai Aga's letters* or any 
other fetters received concerning him from Jidda ; lie fau^ 
Ahat?he,had only Jbewn Ij/leiteal's letter, wrote in the name of 
the flierriffe, as.aAfo one from himfeif : that there were feveral 
<great officers of government p*e%nt ; and the Cadi (whom 
dVIr. Bruce had flpen the ftr# tfrae he had been with the king) 
had read the letters aloud to jthem all : Jljat one of them hafl 
aiked, How it came that fucb a man as our traveller ventured 
•to pafc thefe deferts, with,four or five o»ld fervants, and what 
it was he came to fee ? that fie anfwered, he apprehended his 
chief object at Seunaar was ,tq be/orwardqd to hispwncoua- 
fry. It was\alfo a&e>d, Why Me. Brucejhad nqt Jpme JEnglifli- 
i^en^ith him, as none of hi* . fervants **cre of that nation, 
bat poor beggar) y <Ktopts, Arabs .and Turk*., wbo ; w,ere none 
of them of h?s religion. , £efel anfivered, That travellers 
through thefe countries mufttakeup with fuch people as they 
can find going ^he *-ft(me way; however, he believed Tome 
€nglifti lervalirs featf ftied in Atyfflma, -which* country be' had 
left tte firft o^ortttriity^that had offiered, 'berrig Wearied by 
the perpetuafwaf 'which 1 prevailed. Upon which the king 
faid, « He has ctt>fen?\ycllj -when/he Came 1»bp this cetfntrfr 
T for 
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- for peace. Yon kdow, Hag! fielal; I can do noting for ipm : 
/there is nothing in. my hands. 1 could eafjer, get him back 
into Aby (Bala' Chan forward him info lEgypt. \tyho > ,*t «u> w 
that ©an pafs into fcgypjt ?" TheCatf tb^n&Jd, f « >Ha&iBelal 
can get him to Suaktm, and Co to Jidda/ to, fts country men.? 
To whic> Belal replied, " The king will find (bine way 
When he thinks farther of it," 

• r 

A few days after this, l\4rl PrucC had'ameflage frofn the 

palace. He found the king fitting alone, apparently "much 

^chagrined, and in ill-humour. He alked him, in a very peev- 

Ifh manner, if he was not yet gone? To which he anfto^red. 

.Your Majeflty knows that it is m.po]Ebie for me to go a ftep 

from Sennaar without afliftance from you." tie again aiked 

„ him, in the fame tone as before," How he could think of 

coming that way-?" He faid, " Nobody imagined in Abyfli- 

■,nia but that lie was able to give a ftrajiger^afe condud: 

^tbjough his own dominions." Hexqade no reply, but nodded 

,a fign for him to depart, which he immediately did, and fo 

finiibed this fliort, but difagreeable interview. ,. 

'About four o'«)bck that fame afternoon, Mr. Bruce was 
again fent for to the palace, when the 1 king told him; that fev- 
;eral of his wives were 111, and defired that he would give them 
'his advice, which he promifed to do without difficulty, as all 
Acquaintance with' the fair fc'A had hitherto been much to his 
'advantage. He was admitted fotb^a large Tquare apartment 
very ill lighted, in which were afbVNit fiftj^ women, all per- 
fectly black, without any covering but a very narrow piece 
of cotton rag about their wafife. 1 - While he was mufing 
Svhether or hot all thefe might be queens, or whether there 
was iany queen among them', one' of ahem took- him by the 
toandj-and led him rudely f bough into another apartment. 
This was much better : lighted'than *he fiWh/ v tfpOn a large 
bench, or tola* covered with blue fu rat doth}f at,tfcree P^ , ft>na 
clothed from* the neck to the feet with blue coition fliirts. ? 

. One of thefe, who Mr, Bruce found, was t^e, favourite, was 
about fix feet high*, -and , corpulent beyond all, proportion. 
£he feenaed to him,ne*t tp the elephant, and fhinc^eros, to be 
the largeft Ijving creature* be f bad met; witby^Her ' features 
jiere perfe&tyifrl&Mw&M * fF&*9 '* *f r : i»i tf' goM pate* 
- x through 



*ftr<*agh 1>er wider ttp,*nd «*igb*l*t flow, *IU, fiketarflap; 
it covered 1fer drift, anaMeft her iteeth tare, ^nich avere twy : 
***ail.aiid<fina. The iirtide of tier lip Htm Hart wade Mack with 
antitnety. Jder o&rrneoched ><town ltotorr 'fhooMafl^md ted 
Vbe*a?pear«n<)eof wings ; toe had in eacfo of them alarge ring 
*of gold, femewhat ftnofteT than a man's Knte fenger, Mid 
about five inches diameter. The weight of fhefo had drawn 
.down the hole where her ear. was pierced fo.much that three 
iiftgers might eafilypafs above the r mg. She had a gold neck- 
lace, like what we , ufed to call Efclavage, of Several row*, 
one below' anpther, to which were hung rows of fequin piefc- - 
ed. She had on her ancles two manacles of gold , larger than 
any he had ever feen upon the feet of felons, witTi 'whfch We 
could not conceive it was poflible for her to walk j but after • 
wand* he f*iHid'thejr*wepe bpUow. The others were drefled 
jpcetty Biach «tfee feme manner $ only .there wasone<tbat 
feed chains whkh came froaaber oars to ahe outfide of eacii 
tteftrtl* where *bey were fattened. There waaalfo a ring pat 
tfttroqgiuhe grtfUe af her &ofe,and which huug-dowji to the 
. opening oi Iter mouth. It had altogether fomething the ep* 
peara^qe of a barfe's bridle. Upon hisxoming near them, the 
>eideit put her band to her mouth and kitted it, faying, at the 
.fame time, in very vulgar Arabic, " K-if halek howaja ?^ (Bow 
do you do, merchant.) Mr. Bruce never io his life was more 
pleafed with diflant fal illations than at this time. He anfwer* 
ed, " Peace be aroomz you i I am a phyfician* and not a 
anerchanu" Mr, -Bruce bere omit* to enumerate the multi- 
tude of their complaints,; being a lady's phyficiiin,, he conQ- 
der* dilcretion and fileace as'his firft duties. 

* » 

No horfe, mule, afv or any other beaft of burden, breed or 
even live at Sennaar, or many miles about it. Poultry does not 
live there. Neither dog nor cat, Iheep nor bullock, can Be 
preferred rfeafon there. They aneft go all, -every taff year, 
-to the (taste. Though ail petfible care be taken cf them, 
they die ill every place where the fat 'earth as aboat the town 
-during the firft feafen of the rains* Two grey -hmu*b which 
-Mr. Bmce brought fbem At bars, and the moles which ao 
trotigfct from Abyffinia, lived* only a tew weeks *fter< tie an- 
tlved, Tney ft ftt c d to have feme inward, complaint, for 
vfotkiBg appeared 'Out watdly 4 Several kiogaJufre tried to 

keep 
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keep lions, but no care could prolong their lives beyond tfce 
find rains. Sbekh. Adelan had two, » which were in great 
'health, being kept' with m* horfes at: grars in.the fands but 
threeflailes from' Sepna^r Mother rofe, nor -any. fpecies of 
jeflamine, grow <here $ nq tree but the lemon flowers near 
the city, that ever Mr • Bruce faw V the ,rofe hs& bef a oftea 
tried* but in vain., 

Sennaar is in lat. 13 34 36" north, and in long. 33 30 < 
30'.* eaft from the meridian qt Greenwich- It is on the weft 

'fide of the Nile, and clofe upon the banks of Itl ' 1 he ground 
.whereon it (lands rifea juft enough to prevent the river from 

.entering the town, even in the height of the inundation, .when 
it coines to be even with the fireet. 

l> iHie country around Sennaar is exceedingly pleafant in the 

•end of Augtfft and beginning of September; M*. Bruce 

r means to far as *he<eye is concerned': inftead of that barren, 

: bare wafte, which it appeared on their'atrifcal In May, tBe 

t corn tMw fprung up, and covering 'the* ground,' road* the 

'■whole of this immenfe plain appear a-level, green land, in- 

J terfperfed whb great rake* df water; and ornamented at 

certain intervals With groups of villages thecdnrcal' tops of 

the houfes preTeriting', at a drftance,' the Appearance of fmall 

'encampments. Thro&gh this immenfe extenfive plain, winds 

'the Nile, a delightful Tiver there, above a friife broad, 

'TtAl to the_ very brim', but never overflowing. Every where 

"on ifiefe batiks are feen iimriefoua hei*ds of the'moft beaWifrrl 

cattle of various kinds, the tribute recently extorted from all 

the Arabs, who, freed from their vexations; return ' home 

with the remainder of their flocks in'peace, at as great a dif- 

tanee frorti the' town, country \ and ^bejr oppreiTors 3 , as they 

polfibly can,' '•*•"•« - ' ■ ■ - 

War and tre4fon feemto be the only employment of this 
horrid people, whom Heaven has feparated by ainkoil itnpaff- 
-able deferts, from the red of mankinds confining then* to an 
accurfed fpot, feemtngjy to give them carndt in 4 time of the 
only other, worfe which, he has reserved' to them for, an eter- 
-nal hereafter'. The, drefs ot\the Sennaar i*Aei;x Gn*ple. . it 
cOnfids of a long ih'vt of. blue; Sural; ctet>*eaUefl| JVlaj-oWity, 
vrhioii*owra.tbeinJrcj« jtfftlovp: pvktf *e ne& #> w ». IP 
r •> vi x . their 



tliMf feet ,' but does not conceal the rieckit(Hf; and this ii 
the only difference between the'-nieift and the women's drefe; 
that of the women covers the neck altogether, being bat don*; 
ed Bke oars, pie mentiave foriietimes a fafa tied about the'mi 
middle ; and ; both' men and' women go barefooted • In .t}ie« 
honfe, even thofe of the better fort/ of r people, < Their floors, 
are covered with Perfian. carpets, efpecialiy the women's a-. 
partments. In fair weather; they Wear fandalsj and: without 
doors they ufea kind of wooden patten, very neatly orna- 
mented with (hells. In the great eft heat at neon, they ^rder j 
buckets of water to be thrown upon them fnftead of bathing, •> 
Both men and women anqjat eb^o^fclves,.ar leaft opce a day^ 
"with camels greafe mixed with civit, which they imagine 
foftens their'fkin, and-pteferves" then! from cutaneous erup- 
tions of which they >are fa fearful, that the fmalleft pimple 
in any vifibte part of their body keeps them in the houie.tiU ; 
it'di&p'pears : Tar thc<fahte featbft, though they. have a clean 
fhirt every tlay, they^ife^ne dipt in grease to lie in all night; i 
84 theyi have no' coveringtbiit this, and tie upon a ball's hide- 
tanned; ana 1 very onfall foftetfed I hjr ithis conftant 'greeting,; 
andiat the faroa time *oery>cooH thdagti it •Qccafion& a fmeU 
that no wafhin^ can free them from. r> • I 

• -*.<"•• ; * •' I-- . .- . j . 4-'. ..,.;': '•'•.» 

; The poorer fort live uppn millet, made into.bread or flour. 
The rich njafce a puddiflg»pf jth^.toaftipg jbe flour before 
the. fire, and pouring n»ilk anjj butter? into, it j f befides wJrich, 
they eat beef, partly roafied, and partly ,r^w, • Tljeir horned 
cattle, are the^ la/geft and-.fajtteft in. the world, and are ex- 
ceedingly fine ; but the. common . xneat fold* in the market is 
camel's flefli. The liver of the animal, and the fquare rib, 
are always eaten raw through the whole country. Mr. 
Bruce never few one inflance where it was drefled with fire : 
it is not then, true tbaj eating raw /le(h is .peculiar to Atyfc- 
nia: it ^ pr^ife^,,^ tbi* inftance, ,of camel's flefti, in all 
the black countries u> the peffcward, * ;Hog's flefh is not fold 
in the market j b*U all. the people ,o£ Sennaar eat it publicly ; 
men ia. office, who pretend to be Mahometans, eat theirs. in 
(ecret. 

On the 7th of Auguft, Mr. Bruce was informed by Hag! 
Belal, that Shekh Fidele of TeWa had been feveral days in 
the palace with the feingi and^had^itfor^rf'hW/ that- WW 

Bruce 



friKftwtofeto.witfr' woocf,, beHdeM quantity of <**fe of 
gpHtlnttih&M.¥tf «*ep fee*, wftc> tae ki»g of Aby&, 
si* fast deflfeif d-.aft a, pr efrn* tp, bins, but wMch ovv tfa*eU r 
tad p&nm&&> to M* k oj«« itffc j H* a&M, thaj the- fcjj)& had. 
cnprefleEklbmfrlf in<%vff«)r threatening manners a*d : t bat lie 
WM'Vtry men .afraid be . \raa naft ml fc&tjr if Stokb Adefaua 
im goM farafc Aire* Upon, tMa, Mbr * Brace de6j*ed H*gji Be* 
lal to> g» toffee petoce, ««d obtain for bin an. audience of Hi* 
Icifegt At- voki he represented to. oar traveller the rifle be pm 
bp-tfiia foeafiv^; htpe clU tmi ■ to ■ ki o oe&Iutuaa,; Jm? was tied 
to the4»k«i To fly was imyoffible; and) he bad oftta over* 
«nne fees tang«»*ipfer^i%t*eNiv 



Befcil ***** then wrwiUiflgjIy' toi tbe^ palace* Whether ft* 
<Mfr«re d the meflag* he knoiwano*,. bitfbe-woiraed* {tying, 
thtkiog w»bofy, and could not be. firen., W». ftrwefcad,. 
fe thefnwam^ firnt SoJtaant;toto*<afcsH <to S*d-,eJ. Ctoin,. 
CeUtog bin bi»;difficukffv a»d the sews bft; hadhtaML In 
jdao* o£ returning a» answer., ft* cam* direftly to hfe* bia> 
fetfv and: wat fitting wirhu htatt wbtnuHajji BeM vetnened, 
*uho&ppear*d (baelvbaA difbonocrted at tfarmettngt Giodi 
chid Hagai Be la I very ftiarptyv aflwng'htm. whan good ail that 
tittle-tattle clicl either him or Mr. Bruce, and in/inuated pret- 
ty plainly, that he believed Hagi Belaf dfcf this in concert 
with the king, t to extort <ortie preftttit from our traveller. Af- 
ter (bme further eonve r r(ation, : Gmdt took Ms- leave, and' Mr. 
Bruce attended hiin down flairs, -with many profefitons of 
gratitude 1 ; and, at thedbor, he faid', in a very low voice, 
ta our traveller, f* Take care 6fyotr Betel, he is a dog worft 
than a GhrlftianV* 

It was now the? 20th j and, fdr fevera? days fince Adelan's 
departure, nqjjrovhlom were tent- to Mr* Bracers houfe, as 
before was uftiat. MoneJ, therefore-, became aWbhirely nec- 
eflary, not only for their' dairy ^ Aibtffte&c** fttot for camels 
to -carry their baggage/ proVlllonsv and' water aopofr tot de£ 
ert. " He now dffpaJred* abfohitely of affifratite<of any kind 
from the king ; and an accident that happened made him 
jay all thought* aJide, Of ever troubling hint more upon the 
£tbje{k, These are a* Mecca a- number of black eunuchs, 

WkpiTf i ftry^af e ##ic^ Ijo *|»t tem^ «wd tip fefWlchr* 

. i ' ...... - ^ 
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#f Medina. Part of thefe, from time to time, procure liber. 
ty^o return on a vifit to their refpeciive bonnes, or to the 
Urge cities where they were fold from, "V** 1 *^!! 
U, Tocnir, and Tombuclo, where they beg donations lor 
the holy places, and frequently collett large fums of gold, 
Ihich abounds in thefe towns and territories. One oi ^ thefe 
mailed Mahomet Towafli, which ngnifieshumKh^ hadretur 
*d from a begging voyage in Sudan, or Nigntta and was at 
J*nnaar exceedingly ill with an ™l?™™* **£\ ™. 
king had fent for Mr. Brace to vifit him, and the bark, in a 
few day», W pcrfeaiy r«cove«d him. A proportional de- 
gree of gratitude had, in return, taken place in the breait ot 
Mahomet, who, going to Cairo, was exceedingly dcfirous of 
taking Mr. Bruce with him ; and this defire was increafed, 
when he heard he had letters from the lherriffe of Mecca, and 
was acquainted with Metical Aga, - who was his immediate 
mailer. •'..''-" 

Nothing could be more fortunate than this rencounter at 
fuch a time 5 for he had fpare camels in great plenty 5 and 
the Arabs, as he pafled them, continued giving him more, and 
Supported him with provirions wherever he went ; for thefe 
people, being accounted facred, and regarded with.a certain 
religious awe, as being in the immediate fervice of their 
prophet, till now u fed to pafs inviolate wherever they were 
going, however unfettled the times, or however ilenderly 
attended. 

Every thing was now ready, Mr. Bruce's inftruments and 
baggage packed up, and the 25th of Auguft fixed when they 
Ihould begin their journey to Atbara. Mahomet, who pail'ed 
a great pan of his time at Mr. Bruce's houfe, had not been 
Teen by them for feveral days, which they did not thir,k ex- 
traordinary, being bufy themfelves, and knowing that his 
trade demanded continual attendance on the great people ; 
but they were exceedingly furprifed at hearing from his black- 
Soliman, that he and all his equipage had fe; out the n.gbt of 
the 20th for Atbara. This they found afterwards was or the 
earnell perfuafion of the king, and was at that time a heavy 
difappointment to- Mr. Bruce, however fortunate it turned 
put afterwards. 

li The 
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The night of the 25th, which ww to have bees that of their 
-departure, Mr. Bruce fat late in his room up flairs, in the 
•back, or molt private part of their houfe. His Jittie company 
Wat holding with him a moil melancholy council ©a what had 
fb recently ^happened, and in general, upon the unpromiffiug 
face of their affairs. Their fmgle lamp was burning very 
low, and fuggefted to them that it was the hour of fleep 5 to 
which, however, none of them were very much inclined* 
Georgia, a Greek, who, on account of the forenefi of his eyes, 
liad ftaid below in the dark, and fallen aih ep, ca me running 
•up (lairs in a great fright, and' WW Xhvvtt TIe"TSa7rbeen «wak- 
ened by the noife of men edeavouring to force open the door : 
abat he hearkened a little, and found there were many of them. 
Their arms were all ready ; and they fnatched them up and 
ran towards the door j but Mr. Bruce flopt, and planted them 
upon the firft landing-place in the flair cafe, as he wifhed not 
to fire till the enemy was fairly in the houfe, that no excUfe 
might remain for this their violation of hofpitality. By this 
time, the aflailants had forced the outer gate, and were then 
in the lodge, endeavouring to do the fame by the inner, hav- 
ing put a handfpike under It to lift it up from the hinges. 
€( Are you not madmen, {fald Mr. Bruce) and weary of your 
lives, to attempt to force Ac! elan's houfe, when there are 
within it men abundantly provided with large firearms, that, 
upon one difcharge through the door, wilt lay you all dead 
where you now ftand ?" " Stand by from the door, (cries 
Iflimael) and let me fire. Tliefe black Kafrs don't yet know 
what my blunderbufs is.*' They had been fllent from the 
time Mr. Bruce bad fpokeo, and bad withdrawn the hand- 
fpike from under the door. " Ullah ! Ullah ! (cries one of 
them foftly) how found you fleep ! we'bave been endeavour- 
ing to waken you this hour. The king is ill : tell Yagoube 
to come to the palace, and open the door infantry •" " Tell 
the king (faid Mr. Bruce) to drink warm water, and I will fee 
l)im in the morning." At this time one of Mr. Bruce's fer- 
vants fired a piftol iu the a'vr, out of an upper window ; upon 
which they all ran off, They feemed to be about ten or 
.twelve in number, and left three handfpikes behind them.. 
The noife of the piftol brought the guard,, or patrole, in about 
half an hour, who carried intelligence to the Sid el Coom, 
our traveller's friend, by whom he was informed in the morn- 
ing, 



/ 
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mg that he had found them all ont, and pnt them in irons y 
that Mahomet, the king's fervant, who met them at Teawa, 
was one of them j and that there was no poffibility now of con- 
cealing this from Adelan, who would order him to be impaled. 

Things were now come to fuch a crifis, that Mr. Bruce was 
determined to leave his inflruments and papers with Rittvu, 
Adelan's brother, or with the Sid el Copra, while he went; 
to Shaddly to fee Adelan. But firft he thought it necefTary 
to apply to Hagi Belalto try what funds they could raife to* 
provide the necei&ries for their journey. Mr. Bruce fhewed 
irijirtoe letter of Ibrahim, the Englifh broker of Jidda, of 
•which before he had received a copy ancT repeated advices, 
and told him he IhoUld want 200 feqnins at leatt, for his camels 
and provilions, as well as for fome prefents that he mould have 
occafion for , to make his way to the great men in A tbara. Never 
was furprife better counterfeited than by this man. He held 
Up his hands' in Hie 1 utmott aHonifliroent, repeating, 200 fe- 
quins ! over twenty times, and alked Mr. Bruce if lie thought 
money grew upon trees at Sennaar : that it was with the ut- 
moft difficulty he coukl fpare him zo dollars, part of which he 
mult borrow from a friend* 

This was a ftroke that feemed to Infure Mr. Brace's deflruc- 
tion, no other refource being now left. They were already 
indebted to Hagi Belal twenty dollars for provifion: they had 
feven mouths to feed daily ; and as they had neither meat, mo- 
ney, nor credit, to continue at Sennaar was hnpdffible. They 
had feen, a few nights before, that no houfe could protect 
them, there ; and to leave Sennaar was, in their fituation, as 
impoffible as to flay there. They had neither camels to carry 
their provifions and baggage, nor Ikins for their water, nor, 
indeed, any provifions to carry, nor money to fupply them 
with any of thefe, nor knew any perfon that could give them, 
affiftance nearer than Cairo, from which they were then dif- 
tant about 17 ° of the meridian, or above 1000 miles in a 
ftraight line ; great part of which was through the moft bar- 
ren, unhofpitable deferts in the world, deftitute of all vegeta- 
tion, and of every animal that had the breath of life. Hagi 
Belal was inflexible : he began now to be weary of our travel-' 
lers, to fee them but feldom ; and there was great appearance 

tf his foon wlthdca wing fcinifelf entirely. ' 

•Mr..- 
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Mr. Bruce** fervants began to murmur: fame of them 
had known of his gold chain from the beginning, and thefe, in 
the common danger, imparted what they knew to the reft. In 
fhort, he refolved, though very unwillingly not to facrifice his 
own life and that of his fervants, and the finifhing his travels, 
now To far advanced, to cbildifli vanity. He determined there- 
fore to abandon Iris gold chain, the honourable recorapence 
of a day full ot fatigue and danger. Whom to entruft it to 
was the next confideration j and, upon mature deliberation, 
he foand it could be to nobody J^lMaeLBckim bad as 
lie had reafon to .think he was. However, to put a tV^cfe 
upon him, he fent for the Sid el Coom, in whofe pretence he 
repeated his accufation againft Belal ; he read the Seraff's Jet- 
ler in his favour, and the feveral letters that Belal had written- 
him whilft he was at Gondar, declaring his acceptance of the 
order to furnifli him with money when he mould arrive at 
Sennaar \ and he Upbraided him hi the (irongeft terms with. 

duplicity and breach af faith. 

•» 

But aU that he could (ay was very far fhort of the violent ex- 
pof filiation from the Gendi that immediately followed. He 
gave Hagi Belal many not obfcu re hints, that he looked upon 
this injury as done to himfelf, and would repay him : that 
though he bad done this to pleafe the king, the time might not 
be far off when that favour would be of very little ufe to him ; 
on the contrary, might be a reafoft for ftripping him of all he 
had In the world. The force of theie arguments feemed to 
flrike HagV Beial's imagination very powerfully. He even of* 
i'ered to advance 50 fequins, and to fee if he could raife any 
more among his friends. The Gendi (a rare instance in that 
country) offered to lend him fifty. But the tiye was now caft, 
the chain had been produced 2nd Teen, and it was become 
exceedingly dangerous to carry fuch a quantity of gold in any 
ihape aloii£ with him. He therefore confented to fell it to 
Hagi Belal in prefence of the Gendi, and they immediately fet 
about the purchafe of neceffaries j uith this pro vifo, that if 
Adelan, upon Mr. Bruce's going to Shaddly, did furnifh him 
with camels and neceffaries, fo much ofthe chain (hould be 
returned. 

It was the 5th of September that they were all prepared to 
leave the capital of Nubia, an mhofpi table country from tte 

beginning. 
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!*giraiUig, and which, every day they continued in it, had en- 
gaged them in greater difficulties and danger. They flattered 
themfelv.es, that, once diiengaged from this bad itep, the 
greatefl part of thehr fuff'erings was over ; for they appre- 
hended nothing but from men, and, with very great reafon^ 
thought they had feeu the word of them. 

In the evening Mr. Bruce received a roeflage from the king, 

to come direttly to the palace, v He accordingly obeyed, taking, 

two fervants along with him, and found him fitting in a little, 

low chamber, wry yearly fix ted up with chintz, or printed cal- 

i*a curtains, of a very gay and glaring pattern. He was fmoak^ 

lag with a very long Perfian pipe through water, was alone, 

and feemed rather grave than in ill humour. He gave Mr. 

Bruce his hand to kifs as ufual y and, after paufing a moment 

without fpeaking, (during which our traveller was Handing 

before him), a flave brought him a little ftool, and fet it down 

juft oppofit* to him; upon which he faid, in a low voice, fo 

tjiat JVJb\ Bruce could fcarcely hear him, " Fudda,fit down,'* 

pointing, to the Itool. He fat down accordingly. " You are 

going, I hear (fays he) to Arielan." Our traveller pnfwered, 

•« Yes," " Did he fend for you ?" He faid, " No -, but, as 

be wanted to return to Egypt, he expected letters from him in 

aofwer to thofe be brought from Cairo." King* " You are 

not fo gay as when you firft arrived here." Ya. " I have had 

bo very great reafon." Their conversation was now taking. 

a very laconic and ferious turn* but he did not feem to under- 

ftand the meaning of what be faYd laft. 4f. " Adelan has tent 

lor you by my defire ; Wed Abroff and all the Jeftaina Arabs 

have rebelled, and will pay no tribute. They fay you have a 

quantity of powerful fire-arms with you, that will kill twenty 

or thirty nien at a fhot." Ya. " Say fifty or fixty, if it hits, 

them." K. " He is therefore to employ you with your guns 

to punifti thofe Arabs, and fpoil them of their camels, part; of 

which he will give to you." Mr. Bruce presently underftood 

what he meant, and only anfwered, "I am a ftranger here, 

and defire- to hurt no man. My arms are for my own defence 

agaihft robbery and violence."' At this inftant the Turk, 

Hagi Ifhmael, cried from without the door, in broken Arabic, 

** Why did you not tell thofe black Kafrs, you fent to rob and 

feaurderus the other night, to flay a little longer, and yoa 

I i# would 
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would have been -better able to judge wnat otir fire-arms can* 
do, without fending for us either to Abroff or Adelan. By 
tlie head of the prophet ! let them come in the day time, and 
I will fight ten of the beft yon have in Sennaar." K. « The 
man is mad, but he brings me to fpeak of what was in my 
head when I deli red to fee you. Adelan has been informed 
that Mahomet, my fervant, who brought you from Teawa,. 
has been guilty of a drunken frolic at the door of his houfe, 
and has fent foldiers to take hrm to-day with two or three 
others of his companions." Ta. ** J know nothing about Ma- 
homet, nor do } drink Willi blui, ui yiL ffliu Ul Villi. "About 
half a fcore of people broke into Adehin's houfe in the Right, 
with a view to rob and murder us, but 1 was not at the pain* 
to fire at fuch wretches- as thefe. Two or three ferirant* with" 
flicks were all that were needful. I nnderfland, indeed, that 
Shekh Adelan is exceedingly difpteafed that 1 did not fire at 
them, and has fent to the Gindi, ordering him to deliver two* 
of them to him to-morrow to be executed publicly before 
the door of his houfe on the market-day. But this, you know y 
is among yourfeives. I am very well plea fed none of then* 
■re dead, as they might have been, by my' hands or thofe of 
my people." K, •* True ; but Adelati is not king, and I 
charge you\ when you fee hrm to aik for Mahomet's life, or a* 
considerable deal of blame wiH fall upon you. When you re- 
turn back, I will fend him to conduct y&u to the frontiers of 
Egypt." Upon this Mr. Bruce bowed and took his leave. He 
went home* perfe&ly determined what he was to do. He had 
aow obtained from- the king an involuntary fafeguard till he 
ihouW arrive at Adelan*is ; that is, be was- Aire that, in hopes 
Mr. Bruce might procure a reprieve for Mahomet, no trap 
would be laid for him on the road. He determined therefore 
to make the befl ufe of his time j and every thing being ready, 
they loaded the camels, and fent them forward that night to a 
finall village called Soli man, three or four miles from Sen* 
naar : and having fettled his accounts whh Hagi Belal, he re- 
ceived back fix links, the miferaWe remains of one hundred 
ami eighty-four, of which his noble chain once ceiififteJL 

This traitor kept him the few laft minutes to write a letter 
to the Englifh at Jidda, to recommend him for the fervice he 
had done Mr. Hruce at Sennaar ; and this he complied with, 
that he might inform the broker Ibrahim that he had deceived 
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Ho money from his correfpondent, and give him a caution 
never again to truft Hagi Belal in fimilar circumiiances. 

After leaving Sennaar, Mr. Bruce was overtaken on the 
road by a black flave, who at firft gave him fome^apprehenfion, 
as he was alone with only one Barbarian, a Nubian fervant, by 
the fide of his camel, and was going (lowly. Upon inquiry, 
he found him to be fent by Hagi Belal, with a balket contain- 
ing fomegreen tea and fugar, and four bottles of rack, in re- 
turn for his letter. He fent back the meffcnger, and gave the 
care of the b*a*ct t» hu own fervam j and, about ten o'clock 
5.. «.tie evening of the 5th of September, they all met together 
joyfully at Sbliman. 

On the 8th of September, they left the village of Soliman > 
and about three o'clock in the afternoon, came to Wed el J um- 
bel, which is not a river, as the name would feem to fig- 
nify, but three villages fituated upon a pool of water, nearly 
in a line from north to fouth. 

On the 4th of October, after meeting with various advea* 
tures in the courfe of their journey, but none of them of any 
material confequence, they arrived at Cfaendi, or Chundi, 
which is a large village, the capital of its diftrict, the govern- 
ment of which belongs to Sitting (as the is called), which fig- 
nifies the Miftrefs, or the Lady, (he being filler to Wed Ageeb, 
the principal of the Arabs in this country. She had been mar- 
ried, but her hufband was dead. She bad one fan, Idris Wed 
el Faal, who was to fucceed to the government of Chendi up- 
on his mother's death, and who, in effect, governed all affairs 
of his kindred already. 

Chendi has in it about 250 houfes, which are not all built 
contiguous, fome of the beft of them being feparate; and that 
of Sittina's is half a mile from the town. There are two or 
three tolerable houfes, but the reft of them are miferable hov- 
els, bxiilt of clay and reeds. Sittina gave Mr. Bruce one of 
thefe houfes, which he ufed for keeping his inftruments and 
baggage from being pilfered or broken : he flept abroad in? 
the tent, and it was even -there hot enough. The women of 
Chendi are efteemed the moil beautiful iu Atbara, and the 
men the greateft cowards. This is the character they bear 
among their countrymen; but they bad little opportunity «f 

verifying 
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verifying cither* On their arrival at Chendi, they found the 
people very much alarmed at a phenomenon, which, though 
it often- happens, by Tome Orange inadvertency had never 
been obferved* even in this ferene fey. The planet Venus 
appeared' mining, with undiminished light all day, in defi- 
ance of the brighten fun, from which /he was but little dis- 
tant. Though this phenomenon be vihble every four years, it 
filled all the people, both in town and country, with alarm. 
They flocked to Mr. Bruce in crowds from all quarters to be 
fatisfied what it meant ; an d, when they faw his telefcope* 
and quadrant, tl»cy could not M* periUadeti But Wat the ftar 
had become vifibie by fome correspondence and intelligence 
with htm, and for bis ufe. The bulk of the people ta all 
countries is the fame : they never foretel any thing but evil. 
The very regularand natural appearance of this planet was 
immediately converted, therefore, into a flgn that there 
Would be a bad barveft next year, and fcanty rains : that A* 
bou Kalec with an army would depofe the icing, and over* 
run all Atbara ; whilft fome tbreateued Mr. Bruce as a princi- 
pal operator'in bringing about thefe d i fatter s. On the other 

^ hand, without Teeming over-folicitous about his vindication, 
he infinuated among the better fort, that this was a lucky 

- and favourable fign, a harbinger of good fortune, plenty, 
and peace. The clamour upon this fubfided very much to 
his advantage, the rather, becaufc Sittina and her fon Idris 
knew certainly that Mahomet Abou Kalec was not to be in 
Atbara that year. 

On the X2thof0c1:ober, Mr. Bruce waited upon Sittina, 
who received him behind a fcreen, fo that it was impoffible 
either tojfee. or figure her face ; he obferved, however, that 
there were apertures fo managed in the fcreen that ihe had a 
perfect view of him. She expreffed herfelf with great 
politenefs ; talked much upon the terms in which Adelan was 
with the king, and wondered exceedingly how a white man 
like him fhonld venture fo far in fuch an ill-governed coun- 
try. << Allow ine, Madam, (fatd Mr. Bruce) to complain 
* ©f a breach of hofpitality in you, which no Arab has been 
yet guilty of towards me." " Me ! (fa id fhe) that would be 
Jtrange indeed, to a man that bears my brother's letter. 

Bow can that be ?" " Why, you teU me, Madam, that I 

am 



• uruce's travels. 381 

fktti a white man, by which I know that you fee me, without; 
giving me the like advantage. The queens of Sennaar did 
not ufe me fo hardly; I had a full fight of them without hav- 
ing ufed any importunity.*'" On this (he broke out into a 
great fit of laughter 5 jben fell into a conversation about medi- 
cines to make her hair grow, or rather to hinder it from fall* 
iiig off. She defired Mr. Bruce to come to her the next day :, 
that her fon Idris would be then at home from the Howat y 
and that he very much wiflied to fee him. She that day fent 
them plenty of provifions from her own table. 

On the 13th, it was fo etfeeftlveJy hot that it was impoffible 
to fuffer the burning fun. The poifonous fimoom blew -like- 
wife as if it came from an oven. Their eyes were dim, then?: 
lips cracked, their knees tottering, their throats perfe&ly * 
dry, and no relief was found from drinking an immoderate . 
quantity of water. The people ad vifed Mr. Bruce to dip a* 
fponge in vinegar and water, and hold it before his mouth 
and nofe ; and this greatly relieved him. In the evening he 
went to Sittina. Upon entering the houfe, a black Have laid* 
hold of him by the hand"} and placed him in a paflage, at the* 
end of which were two oppofite doors. Mr. Bruce did not 
well know-the reafon of this 5 but flaid only a lew minutes, ! 
when he heard one of the doors at the end of the paflage open, 
and Sittina appeared magnificently drafted, with a kind of* 
round capoffolid gold upon the crown of her head, all- 
beat very thin, and hung round with fequinsj with a variety' 
of gold chains, folitaires, and necklaces of the fame metal,', 
about her neck. Her hair was plaited in ten or twelve fmall 
divifions like tails, which hung down below her waift ; and* 
over her was thrown a common cotton white garment. She 
had a purple filk ftole„ or fear f, bung very gracefully upon 
her back, brought again round her waift, without covering 
her (boulders or arms. Upon her wrifts fhe had two bracelets 
like handcuffs, about half an inch thick, and two gold mana- 
cles of the fame at her feet, fully an inch diameter, the moftV 
difagreeable and-awkward p:rt of her clrefs. Mr. Bruce ex- 
peeled fhe would have hurried through with fome affectation 
offurprife. On the contrary, flie flopt iu the middle of the * 
paflage, faying, in a very grave manner, " Kifhalec, — how • 
ia*eyou ?" Mr, Bruce thought this was an opportunity of kiff— 

- ing 
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iflg her hand, which he did, without her (hewing any fort of 

reluctance. " Allow me as a phyfician, Madam, ((aid Mr. 

Bruce) to fay one word." She bowed with her head, and 

laid, " Go in at that door, and I will hear you." The (lave 

appeared, and carried him through a door at the bottom of 

the paffage into a room, while her miftrefs vanilhed in'at^n- 

other door at the top, and there was the fcreen he bad feen the 

day before, and the lady fitting behind it. 

• 

She was a woman fcar cejy forty, taller than the mid dle fize, 

had a very round lilnrap^race, ner mourn ramer iarg e% very 

rtd lip*, ihm £*eft teeth and eyes he had feen j bat at the top 

of her note, and between her eye-brows, (he had a final 1 fpeck 

made of cohoi or antimony, four-corner'd, and of the iize of 

the final left patches our women ufed to wear * another rather 

laager upon the top ot her note, and one on the middle of her 

chin.. 

Sittina. " Tell me what you would fay to me as a phyfN 
cian"-r-Ytf. «■ It was, Madam, but in confequeflce of you.r dif- 
cowTe yefterday. That heavy gold cap with which you preis. 
your hair will certainly be the caufe of a great part of it fall- 
ing off." Sitt. " 1 believe £6 ; but 1 fhould catch cold, 1 am. 
fo accu domed to it, if I was to leave it off. . Are you a man 
of name and family in your own country ?" Ya. " Of both, 
JVIadam." Sitt. " Jue the women handfome there ?" Ya. 
" The handtomeft in the world, Madam ; but they are fo 
gjaod, and Co excellent in all other, refpetts, that nobody 
thinks at all of their beauty, nor do they value therofelves up- 
on it." Sitt. " And do |hey allow you to kifs their hands ?" 
Ya. ««• 1 under (land you, Madam, though you have miitaken 
tee. There is no familiarity in killing hands, it is a mark of 
homage, and dityant refpeft paid in my country to our fove- 
reigns„and to none earthly betides." Sitt. «« O yes ! but the 
kings." Ya, " Yes, and the queens too always on the knee, 
TVJadam : I faid our fovereigns, meaning both king and queen. 
On -her part, it is a mark of gracious condefcenfion, in favour 
of rank, merit, and honourable behaviour j it Is a reward for 
dangerous and difficult fervices, above all other compenfation." 
SUt. «« But do you know that no man ever killed my hand- 
but you ?" Ya* " It is impojiihle I ftioukt know that, nor is it 

material. 
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material. Of this f am coafldent, -it .was meaat refye&ftilly, 
cannot hurt you, and ought not to offend yoa." Sift. ** It 
certainly has done neither : but I with very much Idris my 
foil would come and fee you, as it is on his account 1 dreffed 
my (elf today." 

Ya. « I hope, Madam, when I do fee him he will think of 
fome way of forwarding me fafely to Barbar, in my way to 
Egypt." Situ " Safely ! God forgive you ! you are throwing 
yourfelf away wantonly. Idris himfelf, king of this country, 
dares n«* undertake fuch a journey. But wtty did not you go 
along with -Mahomet Towaih ? He fetout only « few days 
ago for G&Ibo, theiane way yoii^are going, and has, I believe, 
taken all the Hybeers with him. Go call the porter " faid fhe 
to her Have* When the porter came, " Do you know if Ma- 
homet Towafti is gone ta Egypt ? ,; "I know he is gone to 
Barbar," fays the porter ; " the two, Mahomets, and Abdel ' 
JeleeJ, the BHhareen* are with him." " Why did he take all 
the Hybeers ?>' faid Sittina. " The men were tired and dif- 
couraged,-(anfwered the porter), by their late ill-ufage from 
the Cubbaeefli, and being (tripped of every thing, they wanted 
to be at home." Sin, " 6omebody elfe will offer, but you 
muft net go without a good man with you : I will not fuffer 
you. Thefe BUhareen are people known here, and. may be, 
tr ufted : but while you Hay let me fee you every day, and if 
you want any thing, fend by a fervant of mine. It is a tax, I 
know, improperly laid upon a man like you, to afk for every 
neceflary ; but Idris will be here, and he will provide you 
better." He went away upon this converfation, and foon 
found that Mahomet Towaih had fo well followed the di rec- 
ti oh of the Mek of Sennaar, as to take all the Hybeers, or 
guides of note with him on purpofe to difappoint Mr. Bruce. 

Chendi ts in lat. 16* 38' 35" north, and 33* 24 f 45" cafl of 
the meridian of Greenwich. 

On the 20th of October, in the evening, they left Chendi, 
and Yefted two miles from the town ; and, on the oth of No- 
vember, having received all the afllirances pofiible from Idris, 
the guide whom Mr. Bruce had engaged at Chendi, that he 
Would live and die with them, after having repeated the 

prayer 



584 narrative or 

prayer of peace, they pnt -on the beft countenance poffible, 
and commiited themfelves to the defert. There were lihmael 
the Turk, two Greek (ervants betides Georgia, who was almoft 
blind and ufelefs. Two barbarians, who took care of the 
camels, Idris, and a young man, a relation of his, who joined 
Jrim at Barbar, to return home 5 in all nine perfons, eight only 
of whom were effective. They were all well-armed with 
blunderbufles, fwords, piftols, and double-barrelled guiis, ex- 
cept Idris and his lad, who had lances, the only arms they 
could ufe. = : 

On the flftfi, they were at once furprifcd and terrified by a 
(ieht furely one of the moft magnificent in the world. In that 
Vaft expanfe of defert, from W. and to N. W. of tbem, they 
Taw a number of prodigious pillars of fand at different d,f. 
tances, at times moving with great celerity, at others (talking 
on with a majeftic flownefs ; at intervals they thought they 
were coming In a very few miuutes to overwhelm them j and 
Tmall quantities of fand did actually more than once reacfi 
them. Again they would retreat fo as to be almoft out or 
fight, their tops reaching to the very clouds. There the tops 
often feparated from the bodies ; and thefe, once disjoined, 
difperfed in the air, and did not appear more. Sometimes 
they were broken^ear the middle, as if ftrock with a large 
cannon fhot. About noon they began to advance with con- 
fiderable (wiftnefs upon them, the wind being very ftrong at 
north. Eleven of them ranged along fide of them, about tfce 
diftance of three miles. The greateft diameter of the largeft 
appeared to Mr. Bruce at thar diftance as if it would meafure 
ten feet. They retired from them with a wind at S. E. leav- 
ing an impreffion on our traveller's mind to which he can 
give no name, though furely one ingredient in it was fear, 
with a considerable deal of wonder and aftonHhment. It was 
in vain to think of flying j the fwffteft horfe, or fatteft failing 
fliip, could be of no life to carry them out of this danger, and 
the full perfuafion of this rivetted him as if to the fpot where 
he flood, and he let the camels gain on him fo much in h» 
ftate of lamehefs, that U was with foxue difficulty he could 
overtake them. 

* 

From 
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From this day,- fubordtaatk>», though not entirely ceafed, 
was faft on the decline : all was difcontent murmuring, and 
fear* Their water was greatly dim inched, and that terrible 
death by tbirft began to flare them in the face 5 and this was 
owing rn a great meafure to their own imprudence, lfhmael, 
who had been left ceatiael over the Asms of water, had llept 
fb foumJly, that this had given an opportunity to a Tucorory 
to open one ei the fkms that had not been touched, and ferve 
himfeW* out of it at his own difcretion- Mr. Bruce fuppofes, 
that, hearing fomebody ftir, and fearing detection, he had 
withdrawn himfirtf a« fpeedily as poffibie, without taking time 
to tie the mouth of the girba, which they found in the morn- 
ing with fcaree a quart of water in it, 

- The phenomenon of the (iraoom, unexpected by them,, 
though forefeen by klris, caused them all • to relapfe into tue 
greatett defpondeiKy. It dill continued to blow, To as to ex- 
hattft them. entirely, though theblaft was fo weak, as fcarcely 
would have raHed a leaf from 1 the ground. At 20 minutes* 
before five the fimoom ceafed,, and a cdmfortable and cooling, 
breeze came by ftarts from the north, Mowing five or fix min* 
utes-at a tfnie, and tften falling calm. 

That defer*, which did not afford inhabitants for the affift-f 
ance or relief of travellers, had greatly more than fufficient for- 
deftroying them. Large tribes of Arabs, two or three thou- 
fend, encamped together, were cantoned, as ft were, in dif- 
ferent places of this defert, where there was^ water enough to 
ferve their numerous herds of cattle 5 and thefe, as their occa- 
fion required, traverfed iir parties all that wide expanfe of 
folitnde, from the mountains near the Red Sea eaft, to the 
banks of the Nile on the well,, according as their feveral de- 
figns or neoeffities required. Thefe were Jaheleen Arabs, 
thole cruel, barbarous fanaticks, that deliberately (bed fo much 
blood during the time they were eflab'.ifhing rite Mahometan 
religion. If it had been their lot to fall among thefe people, 
and it was next to a certainty that they were at that very iu- 
ftant furronnded by them^ death was certain, and their only 
comfort was, that they could die but once, and that to die 
like men was in their own option. Indeed, without confi- 
dering the bloody character which thefe wretches naturally 

K-k bear, 
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bear, there could be no reafoa tor Jetting them < live : Thrf 
could be of no fervice to them as (laves ; and to have fen* 
them into Egypt, after having firft rifled and deftroyed their 
goods, could not be done by them bat at a great expenfe, to 
which well -inclined people only could have been induced from 
charity j and of that la ft virtue they had not even heard the 
name. Their only tfbance then remaining was, that their 
number might be fo fmall, that, by our travellers' great fupe- 
riority in fire-arms and in courage, they might turn the m\f- 
fortune upon the aggreflbrs, deprive them of their camels* 
aud means of carrying water, and, l^aw rlwm fcattercd kvxhe 
defert, to that death which either of *them, without an alter- 
native, rouft fuffer. However, they were lucky enough not 
to meet with any of thofe barbarians. 

On the 22d, their camels were reduced to five ; and it did 
not feem that tbefe were capable of continuing their journey 
' much longer. In that cafe, no remedy remained, but that 
each man (hould carry his own water and prejrifions* Now, 
as no one man could carry the water be ihould ufe, between 
well and well, it was more than probable that dittance would 
be doubled by fome of the wells being found dry : and if that 
was the cafe, yet, as it was impoffible for a man to carry his 
prdviftons who could not walk without any buatJen at all, 
their fituation (eemed to be nwft delperate. 

On the 27th, at half pad five in the morning, they attempt- 
ed to raife their camels by every method they could devife, but 
all in vain ; only one of them could get upon his legs, and 
that one did not (land two in-inutes till he kneeled down and 
could never be raifed afterwards. Every way they turned 
themfelves, death now flared them in the face. They had 
neither time nor firengtb to wade, nor provifions to fupport 
them. They then took the fmall (kins that had contained their 
water, and filled them as far asr they thought a man could car- 
ry them with eafe { but after all tbefe fhifts, there was not 
enough to ferve them three days, at which he had eft 1 mated 
their journey to Syene, which (till however was uncertain* 
Finding, therefore, the camels Would not rife, they killed two 
of them, and took fo much ftefti as might ferve for the defi* - 
ciency of bread, and, from the ftamach of each of the camels, 
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got about four gallons of water. The fmall remain* of their 
miferable ftock of black bread and dirty water, the only fup- 
f»brt they had hitherto lived on amidft the burning fands, and 
their fpirits like wife were exhaufted by an uncertainty of their 
journey's end., They were furrounded among thofe terrible 
and unofual phenomena of Nature, which Providence, in mer- 
cy to the weaknefs of his creatures, has concealed far from 
their fight, in deferts almoit ioacceffible to them. Nothing 
but death was before their eyes : All Mr. Bruce's papers, his 
quadrant, telefcopes, and time- keeper, were now to be aban- 
doned tt> the 1 dkU and i gn n rnnt hsik4»of robber 8, Or tO be bu~ 

ried in the fands. However, on the 29th, to their inexpre£ 
Able joy, they Taw* the palm-trees at Aflbuan, and a quarter 
before ten arrived in a grove of palm-trees on the north of 
that city. 

They were not long arrived, before they received from the 
Aga about fifty loaves of fine wheat bread x and feveral large 
fdiihes of drefled meat. But the fmell of thefe laft no fooner 
reached Mr. Bruce then he fainted upon. the floor. He made 
ieyeral trials afterwards, with no better fuccefs for the firft 
two days ; nor could he reconcile bimfelf to any fort of food 
but toaited bread and coffee. His Servants had norte of thefe 
qualms, for they partook largely and greedily of the Aga's 
bounty. 

Mr. Bruce was obliged to keep his room five or fix days 
after his arrival ; but, as foon as he got better, he and his fer- 
vants fet out on dromedaries, in order to recover his baggage. 
The Aga had fent four fervants belonging to his (tables to ac- 
- company them j active, lively, and good-humoured fellows* 
About twelve o'clock, they got into a valley, and hid them- 
felves in the loweft part of it, under a bank, for the night was 
exceeding cold ; Mr. Bruce was afraid, that they had pafled 
his baggage in the dark, as none of them were perfectly fure 
of the place ; but as foon as light came, they recovered their 
track as frelh and entire as when they made it. After having 
gone about half an hour in their former footfteps, they had 
the uufpeakable fatisfa&ion to find the quadrant and the 
whole baggage ; and by them the bodies of their flaughtered 
camels, a fmall part of one of them having been torn by the 
haddaya, or kite* Mr* Bruce 
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Mr, Brace, after baring received a very kind reception at 
this place., on the nth of December, art oat for Cairo, where 
be arrived on the loth of January, 1773. Ali Bey no longer 
beld the fovereign- power at Cairo. His fon-in Jaw, Maho- 
met Bey, had expelled him and uftirperf his power. Mabo- 
. Wet Bey, when informed of Mr. Hruce's arrival, (e« a par- 
ty of men, who, with much rudeaeft and harlh treatment, 
conducted our traveller into his prefesce. He received hint 
kindly, permitted him to fit. and ordered him ■ present of 
■ bafltei of araagr* with a thloiriim) feqains at ihe bottom. 
Our countryman r ef 11ft J *»— — — «r . *•-*>» *»vY-\ be iiippY«d. 
hj bankeri at Coir* to whom he had totters of credit. Maho- 
met ihca prcfcMod him with * caiianj or r»be, in tefliniony 
of bH kiadneft, and axprefled -m wilfc, that tw wouH aik 
Tome other favour. Mr. Bruce mentioned the inconvenient 
cies and oppreffiow to which the Englilh trade was fubjefted | 
at Jidda ; and wiOied 'Ma hornet to permit'them to refbrr. to 
Suei as their mart ; and he readily obtained a firman to 'time 
porpOfe: and it would appear, that, in this he performed ' 
a very Rgnal fervlce. ' Bur he doei not boafl of baring yet 
received ahy adequate recorhpence. After fonfe flay there, 
he proceeded to Alexandria, where he arrived without any 
thing material occurring . At length, our traveller happily 
reached- Marfeillee, where he bnifhesrhe Account offria travels. 
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